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PREFACE. 


The  Tojages  and  trarels  already  pablisbed,  are  so  nn* 
merous,  that  it  may  appear  unnecesssary*.  ««•  p»«*«t»ptiioiis, 
to  add  to  the  stock.  The  utility  of  such  works  is,  howerer, 
admitted ;  for  few  comparatiTely,  eyen  of  the  well«edacated 
part  of  society,  haye  the  opportunity  of  learing  their  na« 
tire  country ;  and  it  is  only  throngh  the  relations  of  tra- 
Tellersy  that  they  can  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  man* 
ners  and  modes  of  thinking  peculiar  to  different  nations ; 
and  acquire  those  just  and  liberal  mws  of  society, 
which  an  intercourse  with  foreign  countries  is  calculated 
to  communicate.  Books  of  travels,  if  in  a  small  compass, 
and  written  with  IBidelity,  are  useful  guides  to  future  tra- 
vellers. 


U  PREFACE. 

Daring  the  tour  I  made  through  Sicily,  I  firequentl j  ezpe* 
rienced  much  inconTenience  from  the  want  of  such  a  book* 
The  natires  of  erery  country  regard,  with  apathy,  the 
curiosities  that  are  erery  day  before  them ;  but  the  Sidliana 
are  particularly  inattentiTe  to  such  subjects* 

Of  the  different  trarels  through  Scily  that  hare  bees 
published,  many  are  too  expensiTO  and  too  large  to  be  made 
tniTelling  companions.  A  splendid  work,  published  at  Paris^ 
in  1783,  entitled  ^<  Voyage  Pittoresquede  Naples  etdeSicile^ 
by  the  Abbi  de  St.  Non,'^  in  fire  folio  Tolumes,  with  fine 
ei^raTings,  would  render  any  other  unnecessary ;  but  fire 
folios  are  not  portable,  and  their  price  is  far  beyond  what 
most  persons  would  chuse  to  giTe.  Wilkin's  Magna  Grsecift 
(a  ten  guinea  folio j  is  a  v«auaui«>  «Twtk,  but  u  «nlj  treats 
of  the  antiquities  of  Syracuse,  Agrigentum,  and  Salimus  or 
Salinumtnm,  and  is  in  no  respect  a  tour.  That  entertaining 
writer  Swinburne,  made  a  rery  hurried  tour  of  Sicily,  and 
did  not  ascend  Mount  Etna,  or  Tisit  the  Lipari  islands. 
De  Non  has  some  merit,  but  it  is  nearly  forty  years  since 
he  Tisited  the  island;  and  in  many  instances,  he  is  either 
incorrect  or  deficient :  it  is  a  bad  abridgement  of  St.  Non. 
Biydone  published  about  the  same  time ;  and  though  rery 
amusing,  he  has  certainly  much  that  might  be  spared ;-« 
nearly  forty  pages  are  taken  up  with  the  account  of  a 
comet,  and  the  amour  of  a  Gipuchin  at  Naples,  which 
surely  hare  no  immediate  relation  to  a  Tour  through  Sicily 
and  MtltFr 


«•« 


FBBFm.  Ill 

Tk0  ^NM&t  w<Nrk  is  iateiid^d  to  Mrre  u  a  Oulde  4$ 
9^9§agwr^  to  poiot  ovt  tlio  ofajocti  most  worthy  tho 
attentioii  of  fotsro  Tisitors ; — ^I  do  not  profess  to  do  moro. 
Those  who  wish  to  know  the  historj  of  the  bland,  under 
its  Tuions  meters,  cannot  be  at  a  loss  where  to  find  it. 
For  its  present  political  state,  Mr.  Leckie's  acconnt  witt 
be  fennd  correct,,  and  well  deserting  attention.  The  tonr 
<»f  Spallanzani  is  Talnable  to  the  natiftal  philosopher :  and  a 
lata  work  b  j  Abate  Ferrara,  pnbiished  at  Catania,  contains 
flinch  information  rriating  to  the  mineralogy  and  geology 
of  the  iskad ;  bnt  the  ^Raggio  per  tiitti  le  AnticfaiU  DeUa 
Kdlia,  by  the  late  Prince  Biscaris,  was  my  best  guide. — 
It  is,  howerer,  a  Tery  scarce  book,  and  useless  to  those 
who  cannot  read  Italian.  The  Prince,  who  might  jasfly 
be  called^  tfte  Mttcenas  of  his  age,  b  now  no  more ;  bnt  hb 
immiiTy  and  good  qualities  will  Ore  in  the  recollection 
of  tiie  people  of  Cat&nia.  The  splendid  museum  which  lie 
formed,  still  exists.  His  life  was  dedicated  to  science  and 
the  arts ;  and  his  great  fortune  enabled  him  to  encourage 
erery  thing  nsefal  to  hb  country.  Thb  he  did  with  muni- 
ficence. 

In  respect  to  the  goTemment  of  the  country,  I  hare 
not  said  so  much  as  perhaps  I  ought.  I  haye  rather 
aToided  thb  subject,  because  I  cannot  speak  of  it  with- 
out using  terms  which  might  not  be  approved.  When 
I  was  in  Sicily,   it  was  bad  in  the  extreme.     It  is  to 
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IV  PREFACE. 

be  hoped  a.  change  nnder  British  influence,  may  bring 
happiness  to  this  hitherto  ill-treated  country.  Of  this, 
howeyer,  I  am  certain  a  mezzo  termine,  or  vacciUating 
system,  will  not  do.  The  Sicilians,  if  well  governed, 
and  allowed  trade,  and  a  fair  use  of  the  benefits  which  na- 
ture has  so  bountifully  bestowed  upon  them  in  climate  and 
soil,  would  become  attached  to  their  rulers. 

Great  commercial  and  other  advantages  might  be  de- 
rived to  England  from  the  possession  of  the  island, — 
not  to  mention  the  danger  of  its  being  annexed  to  France. 
Dock-yards  for  ships  of  the  line  might  easily  be  formed 
at  Messina,  Syracuse,  and  Palermo.  The  forests 
of  Calabria  would  supply  any  quantity  of  fine  timber. 
This,  and  other  circumstances,  wtitad  tmdce  tho  French 
absolute  masters  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  render  our 
tenure  of  Malta  very  precarious,  if  Sicily  be  ever  allowed, 
under  any  circumstances,  to  pass  into  their  hands.* 


•  In  the  year  1804,  in  a  pamphlet  I  published,   1  gtated,— 

«  There  is  another  very  important  expedition,  in  which  a  disposable 
"  force  might  be  employed ;  but,  as  I  think  it  must  have  occarred  to 
'*  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  and,  if  thought  right,  attempted,  I  shall  say 
«  no  more."  What  I  meant  was  the  occupation  of  Sicily.  I  further 
stated,^-*'  England  should  act  on  her  naval  superiority,  and  declare  t* 


Fft£FACE.  V 

Natere  Imls  been  lo  little  assuted  ia  this  iiland,  and  iti 
nunerai  ridies  so  tmperfectlj  examined,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  saj,  to  what  extent  enterprise  might  ind  its  reward  here. 
The  finest  harboors  in  a  manner  useless;-*^  people  na- 
tnrally  good,  but  perverted  by  mismanagement,  supersti- 
tion, and  ill-treatment ;  no  stimalant  for  indastry ; — erery 
expedient  taken  by  the  clergy  and  barons  to  keep  the  peo- 
ple in  pOTerty,  pusiye  obedience,  and  profound  ignorance : 
Snch  is  the  present  state  of  Sicily.  Though  it  is  but  just 
to  obserre,  that  some  of  the  borons  are  endea? ouring  to 
instore  the  forms,  at  least,  of  .a  tolerable  constitution^ 
which,  I  hear,  they  once  enjoyed ;  but  of  this  I  can  find 
no  proof :  a  sort  of  parliament  they  certainly  had. 

Sttsely,  if  B«ropo  ^o«hi  obtstn  a  respite  from  its  poli- 
tical cOBimlsions,  and  a  s<^id  balance  of  power  be  restored, 
with  the  blessing  of  peace,  the  change  will  be  due  to  the 
persereranee  of  England,  and  to  the  immense  sums  with 
which  she  has  furnished  the  allies,  to  enable  them  to  bring 


**  France: — Since  you  rale  the  Continent,  we  will  rule  the  icu:— 
**  yon  oppose  our  Continental  connectioni,  you  shall  not  haye  any 
'<  trade;  we  will  destroy  yourt  rade  and  your  navy."  This  system  was 
afterwards  followed ;  at  least  we  acted  on  the  seas  with  all  the  power 
which  our  naval  superiority  conferred. 
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in  PRBFACE. 

aftiont  such  desiKable  eventi .  And  is  England  to  hiite  no 
Inward; — no  return  for  all  her  treasure;  and  a  full  pro» 
portion  of  the  blood  spent  to  recover  the  liberties  of 
Europe  ?  Undoubtedly  she  ought ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  she 
will  see  her  true  interest,  and  keep  Sicily,  as  well  as  Malte*. 
Scily,  where  nature  has  done  so  much  and  man  so  litde^ 
would  be  worth  six  West  India  Islands  in  point  of  mere 
riches — ^not  to  speak  of  its  superior  climate,  and  its  impor- 
tance as  a  military  station.  After  we  have  witnessed  the 
tery  unexpected  change  in  the  political  state  of  Europe^ 
the  most  inexperienced  statesman  cannot  belieye  in  the  con* 
tinuance  of  peace  for  the  next  ten  years.* 

France,  whether  under  a  Napoleon  or  a,  Bourbon  dynasty 
must  be  a  great  country,  luid  friiL  kav*  «  poworM  navy* 
Jealousy,  and  different  interests,-  will  again  embroil-  Eu« 
rope  in  war,  as  it  has  always  done.  Russia  is  a  great 
power,  and  a  naral  one  also ;  and  we  may  have  to  fight 


*  The- great  King  of  Pnuni%  in  a  letter  to  D'Alembert^  layi,^- 

^  Vouz  Toyez  done  que  la  guerre  est  un  des  ingrediens  qui  eotrent 
^  neeessairement  dans  la  compoiition  de  ce  malheureuz  monde. 
^  L'Europe  o'a  tu  qu'une  guccession  de  guerres  perpetuellei :  en  fin 
^  rarement  se  passent-i-il  dix  ana  de  suite  que  toute  L'Eoiope  jooissa 
f*  d'one  pais  durable." 


for  evr  luiTftl  superi^ritj  JMore  Terj  long.  Miiiiilnti 
AoiM  look  furtker  thui  tko  pretent  aKMMDt^— fnDboMjr 
ttey  do.*  I  am  aware  of  the  dilicvltjr  of  aafiHriag  lbs 
qvestioa, —  ^^  How  can  jon  contbtentlj  fake  a  eoubj 
^  from  an  <^d  Allj,  and  one  who  at  leait  tUnki  Umietf 
<<  indebted  to  jon  for  the  loti  of  Naplot?**  I  admH  pm 
difficnltj,  and  can  only  aniwer  <^  by  exchange  and  neg^^ 
<<  tiation.''  A  more  faronrable  moment  than  the  prmonf^ 
when  England  has  so  much  to  giro,  may  not  oecnr  again  1 
Bat  I  fear  the  poor  Sicilians  will  not  be  gainers  by  late 
er ents :  on  the  contrary,  I  suspect  they  will  lose  the  Itttta 
they  hare  obtained  throng  oar  interference;  and,  most 
probably,  will  lire  another  half  century  onder  all  the  mise« 
ties  of  a  bad  goremment  and  a  rapadons  clergy. 

The  restoration  of  Ferdinand  to  Naples  ndght  be  dMIcall, 
and  possibly  not  desirable ;  bat,  as  andoubtedly  England 
was  the  great  support  of  all  the  old  dynasties^  and  as  her 
exertions  and  persererance  checked  the  French  attempt  at 
mirersal  empire,  and  replaced  fallen  monarchs  on  their 


^  It  was  very  lately  the  opiaioB  of  tbe  Cnmn  Prinoe  of  flwdli, 
(Bemmdotte,)  that  Europe  baa  much  more  to  fear  nltimatfly  horn 
Ruaria  thao  from  France ;  I  beliere,  such  ii  also  the  opinion  cf  the 
most  enligfateaeA  statemoi,  who  can  look  beyond  the  pcsssnt 
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VjUil  preface; 

tkronesy  I  tliiiikire  Hiight  hare  negotiated  ao  adequate  ii 
n^  for  Ferdiiiand  in  Italy,  either  Tuscany  or  the  Dachiet 
of  Parma,  and  Placentia,  to  which  might  haye  been  annexed 
Genoa  and  its  states,  or  agood  soyereignty  in  Dalmatia;. 
for  nrhich,  and  a  sum  of  money,  possibly  Sicily  might  be 
oeded  to  England.  I  could  say  more  on  this  subject ;  but 
it  is  useless.* 

m 

;  To  return  to  the  present  Yolumes,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  written : — 

I  was  appointed  to  the  staff  of  the  army  in  Sicily  in  1810^ 
and  arrived  there  at  a  most  interesting  moment,  when  Murat 
was  on  the  opposite  coast,  in  full  preparation  for  invasion. 
Promotion,  whluK  In.  aU  of  her.  professions  is  an  adyantage, 
is  often  the  contrary  to  the  higher  ranks  of  the  army  and 
nayy.  Mine  to  Lieutenant-General,  removed  me  from  the 
Sicilian  Staff;  but,  l)efore  I  heard  of  it,  Murat  and  his  army' 
broke  up,  and  every  idea  of  attack  was  over :  it  however 
left  me  at  liberty  to  make  the  tour  of  this  singular  island. 
My  situation  and  rank,  as  well  as  the  kindness  of  our  Com- 


•  <<  II  fiiut  remarquer  par  quelle  iataliti  aveugle  les  affaires  de  ce 
^  monde  sont  gouvemies."  • 


PREFACE.  ix 

mander-in-chief,'  Sir  John  Stuart,  who  assisted  me  in  mj 
trndertakin^,  gave  me  facilities  which  few  Sfciiian  traTel<> 
lers  have  had ;  and  I  must  not  forget  rojr  worthy  friend| 
the  Sicilian  governor,  General  Danero,  who  obliged  me  with 
his  adfke  and  recommendations. 

■ 

Sidlj  being  ont  of  the  beaten  track  of  tra?ellers,  and  so 
many  years  garrisoned  by  British  troops,  may  excite  many 
to  make  the  tour;  and  to  such  persons  I  trust  this  work  will 
be  useful.  The  island  abounds  In  objects  worthy  of  obser* 
Tatlon  :  It  is  extremely  mountainous ;  but  the  Tallies  haT« 
a  most  prolific  soil.  Those  who  like  to  explore  mountain 
regions,  and  who  delight  in  the  beauties  of  nature,  or  the 
study  of  natural  history,  will  deriTO  pleasure  at  every  step. 
The  botanist  and  mincrttlogtst  Will  have  ample  gratifica* 
tion  in  such  a  tour ;  and  the  lover  of  antiquity  will  con- 
tinually find  himself  on  classic  ground ;  and,  in  many  inte* 
resting  places,  remarkable  for  great  events,  in  past  ages. 
The  philosophic  traveller,  and  geologist,  will  not  be  dis- 
appointed. They  may  contemplate  the  various  changes 
this  volcanic  country  has  undergone  from  subterraneous 
fires,  earthquakes,  &c.  Its  moral  and  political  changes 
appear  to  have  kept  pace  with  its  physical.  Good  roads  or 
inns,  and  English  cleanliness  and  convenience,  must  not  be 
expected.  The  Sicilian  traveller  will  meet  many  difficulties, 
much  fatigue,  and  often  scanty  fare. 


X  PREFACE. 

In  aa  Appendix,  I  give  aa  account  of  tlie  dreadfol 
oarthqnako  in  1783 ;  partly  taken  from  the  account  of  Sir 
Waiiam  Hamilton,  (PhUosophical  Transactions,  toI.  Izxiii. 
for  the  year  1783)  and  partly  from  that  of  M.  Lallement^ 
at  that  time  Vice-Consnl  of  France  at  Messina,  and  sent 
to  the  French  Minister.  M.  De  St«  Non  describes  him  as 
a  man, — D*u»  vrai  merUe  ;  but  I  must  protest  against  his 
accnracy,  and,  of  course,  I  shall  note  his  mistatements* 
I  was  at  Naples  when  this  earthquake  happened;  and^ 
from  what  I  thea  heard,  (but  which  I  should  not  at  this 
distance  of  time  pretend  to  recollect  with  accuracy,  if  I  had 
not  found  my  letters  written  in  the  year  1783,  from  Naples, 
to  Mr.  A.  Caldwell,  who  died  lately,  leaying  me  his  executor) 
and  from  what  I  heard  and  saw  on  the  spot  since,  at  Messina^ 
I  declare  the  account  of  the  GkeralMr  do  F^y  to  be  the  best 
and  most  accurate,  and  I  therefore  giye  it  entire. 

Some  other  matters  will  be  found  in  the  AppendiXy 
which  I  flatter  myself  will  be  interesting ;  particularly  an 
account  of  all  the  eruptions  of  Etna  on  record,  with  their 
dates. 

I  must  plead  guilty  to  a  charge  which  will  be  brought 
ag^st  me, — ^namely,  that  of  frequently  speaking  in  the 
first  person;  but,  in  mitigation  of  censure  on  this  pointy 
it  niay1»e  stated,  that  these  Tolumes  were  taken  from  a 
jounaly  written  without  any  intention  of  publication  at  the 


PRSFACK« 

tine;  and,  u  I  reride  at  a  dUrtance  from  ika  pMH,  I  wat 
a«t  aware,  a&til  a  lery  conaideialile  part  of  Ae  woA  ipaa 
printed,  bow  much  Iho  joomal  stile  woald  sabject  wm  to 
tlie  diarge  of  egotiim.  Those  who  know  mo,  wUl,  I  trvs^ 
attrflmte  tUs  to  inattention,  rather  than  Taniif ;  bat 
I  solicit  the  candid  indnlgwioe  of  others,  both  for  Urn 
appearance  of  egotism  and  for  repetitions,  which  are, 
in  some  degree,  nnaToidable  in  a  joamal.  Those  who 
liave  ever  been  surprised  at  the  dif  erent  impression  pro* 
dnced  bj  the  same  narratire  when  printed,  and  when  ia 
manuscript,  witt  make  allowances  for  one  Inexperieneed  la 
'ion. 


From  the  censure  of  mere  fastidious  readers,  I  majr^ 
perhaps,  defen^i  myself  by  ploading  th«  authoritj  of  an 
«iuiMMit  writer,  whose  ludgment  on  subjects  of  literataro 
will  not  be  disputed;  speaking  of  the  proper  stilofor 
voyages  and  travels,  he  says, — 

<<  I  own  I  am  pleased  when  the  tntToller  qieaks  in  the 
^  first  person,  and  conducts  us  from  inn  to  inn,  and  town 
^  to  town,  with  all  the  fismiliarity  of  an  old  acquaintance*  - 
^^  Every  thing  which  concerns  him,  and  is  proper  to  b^ 
<<  imparted,  interests  us.  We  feel  as  he  did  in  all  his 
^  inconveniences  and  distresses,  and  derive  from  the. 
^  whole  account  of  small  particulars,  as  well  as  great, 
<^  a  very  valuable  share  and  species  of  experience.    The 
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^  fttile  of  Toyages  and  traTeis  should, be  plain,  simple, 
^  penpicueas,    and   unaffected.      I    think    they    appeaf 

V  seldom  to  great  advantage,   but  when  written   in  the 

V  words  of  the  traveller  or  Toyager,  at  the  very  time  at 
Vi  which  the  circumstances  which  he  relates  occurred  : 
^  They  have  then  the  native  hue  and  com[4exion  of  truth, 
\^  which  seldom  fails  to  attach  the  mind,  when  clearly  pre- 
<*  sented  to  its  yiew,"* 

m 

'  I  confess  also  that  I  did  not  aim  at  that  smooth  unifor« 
mity  of  stile  and  manner,  in  which  the  character  of  the 
writer  is  often  lost  through  fear  of  criticism.  Modern 
books,  as  well  as  modern  fashionable  societies,  all  get 
polished  down  to  the  some  unmeaning  level ;  or,  to  use 
Rousseau's  AesctlpUoa  of  the  fashionables  who  moved  in 
tiie  first  circle»  in  F^ris, — ^'  they  all  appear  like  puppets 
^^  glued  to  the  same  board,  and  moved  by  the  same 
«  wire.'' 

For  the  long  Errata  of  names  and  places,  occasioned  by 
my  having  neglected  to  write  a  fair  copy  for  the  printer, 
I  allow  myself  to  deserve  any  blame  which  the  severity  of 
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crltiGism  may  iailct.  I  )Mit«  no  dovbt  tiMre  wnj  h% 
errors  of  a  more  importaat  kind :  The  most  diUgeot  tia- 
Toller  is  liable  to  erroneous  iaformation.  Troth  (the  fint 
of  Ttrtoes)  has  been  adhered  to :  I  hare  r^ted  fccts  aai 
circamstanoes  as  thej  appeared  to  me ;  Iwt  that  men  4o 
not  always  see  the  same  thing  in  the  same  point  of  viefir 
is  most  certain. 

I  can,  without  ranity,  declare  myself  to  be  free  from  any 
nndue,  religious,  or  national  prejudices;  and,  I  b^evt, 
my  work  will,  at  least,'  bare  the  merit  of  strict  impartiality. 
I  state  correctly  what  I  saw :  and,  though  my  opinions 
may  be  erroneous,  they  are  honestly  my  opinions.  It  has 
been  my  wish  to  cherish  feelings  of  compassion,  and 
indulgence  for  the  failiags  of  the  people,  whose  Tiees 
may,  in  a  great  degree,  be  traced  to  the  mismanagement 
of  their  rulers.  Allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  i|;no* 
ranee  and  superstition,  and  the  many  erils  thereby  produced. 
I  cannot  help  lamenting,  that  in  Sicily,  and  in  many  other 
countries  I  have  Tisited,  maxims  of  humanity  or  wisdom  ap- 
pear to  have  been  but  little  attended  to  by  the  goremment. 
A  comparison  between  the  lot  of  the  people  in  England 
and  in  America,  and  that  of  the  subjects  of  any  other  country 
cannot  fail  to  impress  us  with  the  ralue  of  freedom. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  part  which  comprises 
the  Toyage  has  been  considerably  abridged;   and  some  rea* 
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dert  will,  perlapi,  tUnk  it  migiit  Iulto  been  entirdly  omitted. 
It  aerres,  howerer,  to  connect  the  najTratire,  and  the  teste 
of  different  readers  maj  Tary; — tims  those  irho  would 
And  no  entertainment  from  a  description  of  yolcanic  pre- 
dictions, or  from  the  antiquities  of  Agrigentum,  may  be 
amused  with  eren  the  monotony  of  a  sea  joamal,  and  the 
narratiye  of  marine  excursions. 

Tlie  plates  hare  been  executed  after  drawings  made  from 
accurate  sketches  I  took  myself:  they  may  differ  from 
others,  because,  in  taking  Tiews,  so  much  depends  on  the 
•pot  fsom  whence  taken ;  an^  the  same  town  or  hill  will 
liaTB  a  Yery  different  appearance  from  different  situations. 
As  profit  has  not  been  my  object,  the  plates  are  engrayed 
as  well  as  the  price  of  the  bo4»k  could  possibly  admit ;  uid 
I  flatter  myself  with  tiie  expectation  that  they  will  be 
4ipproTed* 

G.  C. 


Dublio, 
Jan.    1815. 
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VOYAGE  TO  CADIZ. 


CHAP.  1. 

•  » 

SaU  from  Portsmouth — Cape  St  Vmeentr^ 
Appearance  bf  Cadiz  from  the  Bay — Cadiz, 
and  the  Isla  de  Leon — State  of  the  Fortifica-^ 
tions — Singular  Dresses  of  the  Inhabitants — 
Records  of  the  InquisUion  in  the  Dominican 
Church — Gibraltar:  its  present  and  former 
Appearance  during  the  memorable  Siege-^ 
Misery  of  the  Spaniards — Remarkable  In^ 
crease  of  Tombs  and  Burial  Grounds — 
Departure  from  Gibraltar. 

m 

June  16^  1810. — I  sailed  from  Portemonth 
in  the  Lively  frigate^  connnanded  by  Captain 
M^Kinley.  Migor-General  Ferguson  and  staff; 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Fox^  a  son  of  Lord  Holland; 
Mr.  Fitzclarence ;  and  my  Aid-de-camp^  Major 
Cc^hlan;  were  passengers.  She  was  an  un- 
commonly $ne  vessel^  rated  at  thirty-eighty  but 
carrying  forty-eight  guns.  The  inner  cabin 
was  fitted  up  as  a  library^  and  furnished  with 
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some  good  books^  which^  with  pleasant  society 
on  boards  liiade  the  passage  very  comfortable. 
We  had  with  us  a  convoy  of  52  sail^  and  a  man 
of  war  brig. 

S5th. — A  fijie  wind  from  the  north-east^  and 
enough  of  it.  Were  it  not  for  the  bad  sailing 
of  the  convoy,  (for  which  we  are  obliged  to 
lie  too  four  hours  every  day)  *  we  should  get 
finely  through  the  water.  At  3  o'clock,  P*M. 
(fie  Afiicaine  frigate,  bound  to  the  East  Indies, 
past  through  our  fleet ;  but,  going  alone,  was 
soon  out  of  sight.  Our  ship  is  so  clean  tfiat  sea- 
sickness (which,  I  think,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
arises  from  dirt  and  bad  smells)  is  out  of  Hbe  ques- 
tion. We  have  reading,  chess;,  &c.  but  the  noise 
is  perpetual,  and  of  all  sorts, — ^violin  scrapers, 
flute  players^  singing,  the  drum  and  fife,  slnd 
getting  up  water,  all  which  make  variety,  and 
help  to  pass  the  time. 

July  Ist. — We  saw  the  Spanish  land,  near  Vigo 
and  the  rocky  Bayona  Islands ;  and,  on  the  5th, 
passed  the  Burlings.  The  luminous  particles, 
which  so  frequently  appear  in  the  sea,  and 
which  have  puzzled  philosophers  to  account  tot, 
were  particularly  brilliant  on  the  evening  of  the 
Srd ;  on  taking  up  a  bucket  of  the  water,  and 
pouring  it  out  again,  the  sea  seemed  all  on  fire: 
Whatever.be  the  cause,  is  not  partial^  for  the 
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wbole  water  is  impr^^ated  with  ft :— <!!ail  it  bit 
animalculsj  or  can  it  arise  from  th^  patreseent 
natter  of  decayed  fish  diffused  througtl  the  Water? 
probably  both  causes  may  produeeil. — ^The  faright 
sparics  coming  from  living  animalcute  moving  ill 
the  water>  and  the  diffused  light  from  the  putrid 
matter.  If  a  henring  or  whiting  be  kept  in  a  pail 
of  wit  water,  of  the  saaie  strength  as  sea*water, 
tcft  two  OT  three  days^  the  whole  will  become 
taminous  wbea  agitated. 

6tfa.— At  3  o'clock,  P.M.  we  saw  Cape  StVin^ 
cent  very  plainly,  wiUi  the  old  convent,  situated, 
on  a  perpendicular  rock  over  the  sea :  It  is  a 
moM  picturesque  olgect ;  but  must  be  a  dreary 
habitation  in  the  winter  months,  exposed  to  all 
the  fiiry  of  the  western  stormflr.  The  Resistandel 
frigale  was  lost  here  about  fbur  years  ago  in  a  fog. 

8lh. — ^We  anchored  in  the  bay  of  CacKz  at 
5  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Major-Oeneral  Fer- 
guson and  staff  landed,  and  we  expected  to  con« 
finue  our  voyage ;  but  Captain  M'Kinley  wa^. 
telegraphed  to  go  on  board  the  Admiral.  The 
perfection  to  which  this  mode  of  communication 
kr  brought,  by  the  simple  operation  of  numbers, 
is  r  great  advantage :  tfen  flags,  refptesenting 
fli^  digits,  give  a  number  aitswering  to  a  word 
or  letter,  and  thus-,   by  a  bodt'  of  reference. 
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a  conversation  is  carried  on  betwejsn  two  dis- 
tant ships  with  surprising  rapidity.  The. city 
appears  beautiful  from  the  bay:  We  were 
anxious  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  it ;  and  to  our 
great  joy,  we  perceived  our  signal  atSo'dock, 
to  come  into  harbour,  where  we  anchored  about 
nine.  Soon  after.  Captain  Stackpole  came  to 
me  from  the  Tonant,  with  his  barge :  I  fwent 
with,  him  to  see  the  Admiral ;  and  then  caUed 
on  board  the  Tonant :  nothing  can  exceed  the 
cleanliness  and  high  order  of  this  ship.  We 
got  on  shore  before  1 1  o'clock;, 

Cadiz  is  at  present  much  crowded,  several 
families  ^  having  come  from  the  interior,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country^ 
and  many  are  of  high  rank.  Sunday  is  devoted 
(as  in  all  Catholic  countries  after  mass)  to  amuse* 
ment.  My  friend  Stackpole,  who  seems  to  have 
an  universal  acquaintance  here,  has  already  in* 
troduced  me  to  several  Spanish  fiBimilies.  We  are 
to  go  to  a  concert  at  the  Duchess  D'Ossuna's  this 
evening :  her  daughter,  the  Marchioness  Santa 
Crux,  is  very  handsome,and;Of  engaging  manners* 

There  is  a  good  view  of  the  bay  of  Cadiz  from 
the  ramparts,  which  we  walked  round,  though 
it  was  extremely  hot :  The  workmanship  of  the 
different  bastions,  curtains,  &c  is  as  fine  as  can 
be  conceived. 
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The  fleet  is  at  anchor  oat  of  tlie  range  of  shot 
Wesee  the nunf  of  Mataf^rda  plainly,  and  tk9 
Puntall  Fort,  which  i»  n^w  firing  at  the  French 
working  partieB.  There  are  ajt  immease  mua- 
her  of  ships  and  toadiog  veaNda  here :  quite  a 
fiNreat  of  maats. 

♦ 

Cadiz,  as  to  sitnattoRafid  building,  is  a  moit 
aitfj^Iar  town ;  the  streets  are  aaitrow,  (generally 
about  sixteen  feet  wide)  in  order  to  obtain  j4hade» 
The  Spanish,  masonry  is  remarkably  fine.  I 
ealled  on  our  ambassador,  Mr.  Wellesley,  aA4 
on  General  Graham;  also  on  Mr.  Duff,  tha 
consul,  with  whom  1  dined.  In  the  afternoon  | 
went  to  the  Alameda,  oir  public  walk.  The  band 
of  our  dOth  regiment  pkys  there*  The  crow4 
was  very  great,  as  much  so  a«  at  K^Mingtoii 
on  Sundays.  This  walk  is  near  the  aeft,  an4 
has  the  betiefit  of  whatever  air  there  may  b% 
but  the  heat  is  very  great. 

• 

Monday,  the  9th. — ^Captain  M'Kinley,  M^or 

Coghlan  and  I,  went  v«ry  early  this  morning  on 

board  the  Tonant,  to  break&st  with  Captain 

SMackpoIe,  after  which,  we  wei^  on  shore.  Having 

ordered  a  coach  and  six  mules  to  be  in  readuiessat 

the  gates  at  seven  o'dock :  soon  after  we  aet  oat 

in  this  curious  vehicle  with  two  drivers.    The 

equipajpe  (nel  unlike  a  liord  Mayor's  coadi)  waa 
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such  tbat  we  aH  bughed  heartily  for  the  first  half 
hbor;  the  mule-driv^^^^  who  have  only  reins 
to  the  "vAkeel  patr^  are  very  expert ;  they  go  at 
a  great  rate^  sometimes  much  too  near  the  edge 
^f  the  road,  which  is,  in  many  places,  sixteen  feet 
above  the  level  country,  and  without  any  wall  of 
parapet ;  however,  the  mules  understand  them, 
and  they  carry  on  a  continual  carvoersatUm  with 
them.  Our  tour  was  to  the  Isle  of  Leon.  We 
first  visited  the  city,  which  is  in  the  centre  of  the 
island,  about  eight  miles  from  Cadiz.  The  cause- 
way, as  described  in  the  maps,  runs  full  six  miles 
of  the  road,  and  is  very  narrow  from  sea  to  sea, 
^ut  suffieienl}y  broad  for  a  road ;  it  is  paved,  as 
the  gpoaiid  is  all  loose  sand  till  you  enter  the 
Ida.  Lieut-Gen.  Graham  has  bis  qucurters 
here,  and  we  have  in  all  about  3,000  British 
troops,  including  the  guards,  the  30th  and  87tfc, 
Which  two  latter  regiments  are  in  Cadix. 

• 
• 

The  city  of  Isia  joins  a  new  town,  called  St. 
Carlos,  and  on  the  whole  is  large  and  beautiful. 
It  is  situated  on  a  rising  ground,  in  the  middle 
of  the  island,  and  like  Cadiz,  is  very  clean. 
Our  first  business  was  to  mount  the  Tower, 
from  which  we  had  a  complete  bird's-eye  view  of 
the  town,  the  country,  and  all  the  works.  They 
fired  shells  for  several  hours  from  Puntall,  and 
the  advanced  French  batteries  fired  shot   in 
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retain^  which  had  a  beautiful  eflbct.  The  houses 
are  all  sapplied  with  water  from  tanki>  and  have 
therefore  flatroofr  of  brick  with  small  joints ;  but 
1  am  assured  they  use  too  cement.  The  mortar 
is  good  and  hard^  and  as  there  is  never  the  slight^ 
eat' frost  here^  it  is  impenetrable  to  (he  wet. 

.  From  hence  we  went  to  the  Caraccas^  which 
is  in  fact  the  Spanish  Dock  Establishment^  and 
a  very  fine  one.  The  basons  are  good>  there  is 
a  range  of  very  large  covered  buildings^  in 
which  they  carry  on  the  works.  The  mast-honse 
is  very  krge^  Captains  M 'Kinley  and  Stackpole 
say/ much  more  so  than  any  we  have.  The 
building  slips  are  at  some  distance^  but  at 
present  ikere  is  little  or  nothing  going  on ;  the 
state  of  the  country  does  not  admit  of  it.  There 
is  a  large  prison  here  filled  with  slaves^  who 
work  as  the  convicts  do  at  Woolwich ;  there  ap- 
pears little  or  no  timber  in  the  dock-yard.  After 
seeing  every  thing  at  the  Caraccas^  we  went  into 
the  Spanish  advanced  works  in  this  quarter^  and 
thence  to  the  bridge  of  Suapo^  over  the  Pedro 
Channel^  which  forms  the  Isle  of  Leon.  The 
channel  is  very  narrow^  like  the  Liffey,  at 
Dublin.  I^  therefore^  cannot  see  what  is  to  pre- 
vent men^  who  could  throw  a  bridge  over  the 
Dannbe^  from  passing  this  ditch. 

b3 


About  half  a  mile  in  adyance  is  a  redoubt  atid 
batteries^  manned  partly  by  our  own^  but  mostljr 
by  Spanish  troops^  and  the  Spanish  officer  com- 
mands. From  this  point  I  saw  the  French 
advanced  party^  I  think  not  SOO  yards  distance^ 
The  Spaniards  fired  at  them^  but  they  did  not 
return  it.  I  could  see  the  French  videttes  very 
plainly^  but  as  their  troops  are  hutted  in  a  wood, 
it  is  impossible  to  discover  what  they  are  abouti 
Their  head-quarters  are  at  Chiclana^  which  ap^ 
pears  to  be  a  good  town^  on  a  hill^  about  one  mile 
distant.  The  salt-pits  in  front  of  the  worb 
thrown  up  may  impede  the  movement  of  guns^ 
but  when  dry^  which  I  understand  will  sooti  be 
the  case,  they '  will  rather  serve  as  a  cover  ttf 
the  advance  of  the  French.  There  are  some 
English  redoubts  on  the  right  at  Point  Pedre. 

The  position  is  good,  bat  I  think  there  ii 
toothing  at  all  formidable  in  the  works,  and  I  could 
Bot  see  any  great  number  of  troops  on  the  island. 
We  certainly  ha^e  not  more  than  2>000*  on  it 
There  is  also  one  strong  Portuguese  regiment, 
and  possibly  d^OOO  Spanish  troops  ;  the  latter  all 
very  badly  appointed,  and  look  more  like  a  band 
of  smugglers  than  soldiers :  however,  they  are 
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yoimg>  and  xery  able  men,  I  hear  diere  is  noC 
the  best  understanding  between  our  troops  and 
tbe  Spanish  commander-in-chief^  Make ;  and  he 
18  again  under  the  orders  of  a  disjointed  Junta ; 
in  short,  there  appears  no  system  with  the 
Spaniards^  and  I  think  the  island  wiU  be  carried 
whenever  seriously  attacked.  There  is  a  new 
woric  admirably  built  on  the  causeway^  between 
Cadiz  and  the  Isia ;  it  is  at  Fort  Oorda^  but  it  ii 
open  to  the  rear. 

» 

We  dined  at  General  Graham^s  qaarters. 
He  supplied  us  with  good  horses  to  ride  to 
the  outposts.  In  the  evening  we  returned  to 
Cadiz  in  our  coach  and  six  mules^  the  cost  of 
which  for  the  day  was^  every  thing  included, 
£3  English. 

• 

I  could  not  get  a  description  or  plan  of  Cadiz. 
The  booksellers'  shops  are  miserable.  1  as- 
cended to  the  top  of  the  signal  tower^  from 
which  I  bad  a  fine  view  of  Cadiz  and  the  bay^ 
harbour/ and  country  round,  the  lighthouse,  &c 

The  new  cathedral  is  not  nearly  finished,  but 
what  is  built  is  magnificent,  with  beautiful 
fluted  marUe  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order^ 
and  very  excellent  wwkmanship.    The  Spuiish 
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masons  are  the  very  best  in  the  world.  I  heard^ 
however^  that  it  is  fifty  years  since  this  cathedral 
was  begun ;  and  from  Admiral  Boyles^  that  when 
he  was  a  midshipman^  thirty  years  ago^  it  was 
nearly  as  much  advanced  as  at  present.  I  sup- 
pose it,  will  never  be  finished. 

Wednesday^  11th. — In  our  way  to  shore  this 
morning,  we  called  on  board  a  Spanish  70-gan 
ship :  such  dirt^  filthy  and  misery  I  could  not 
conceive.  What  a  contrast  to  an  English  man  of 
war.  We  dined  at  half  past  three  o'clock  with  Mr. 
Wellesley^  the  English  ambassador  to  the  Junta. 
This  is.  the  universal  dinner  hour.  He  gave 
us  a  magnificent  entertainment.  1  met  Generals 
Graham^  Ferguson^  and  an  old  acquaintance^ 
who  it  seems  is  here  on  the  stafi*^  General 
Houghton.  As  they  were  all  going  to  Puntall 
in  the  evenings  I  got  a  very  good  horse  from 
Mr.  Wellesley,  and  rode  with  them.  I  had 
heard  much  of  this  fort^  but  had  not  had  time  to 
go  there  before.  It  is  two  miles  from  Cadiz^  op- 
posite to  Matagorda^  and  one  of  the  points  of 
defence. 

The  Spanish  officer  commands^  but  we  have  an 
officer  of  artillery,  and  twenty  men  there ;  also  a 
detachment  of  one  subaltern  and  forty  of  the  87th 
on  duty,  andabout  one  hundred  Spaniards.  I  never 
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saw  a  more  mnerable  fort,  almoet  a  ntin/and  that 
more  from  the  explosion  of  their  own  fire^  than 
from  the  enemy's  cannonade.  The  part  whidi 
is  masonry  over  the  sea^  is  the  only  bad  work  of 
the  kind  I  have  seen  here.  I  am  convinced  a 
frigate  would  leave  it  such  a  heap  of  ruins  aa 
Matagorda  now  is.  It  is  extremely' confined. 
The  distance*  across  between  Puntall  and 
Matagorda^  appears  barely  half  a  mile.  The 
French  have  Fort  St.  Louis  nearly  c^posile^ 
They  have  also  constructed  a  redoubt^  called 
Napoleon  and  other  batteries. 
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From  the  left  Bastion  of  the  Fort  at  Cadiz  to  Matagorda 3,888 

To  the  new  Breastwork  of  the  eoemy 4^418 

To  1st  Battery ditto  4,866 

To  2d  ditto ditto 5,203 

From  Mole  to  Matagorda , 4,283 

To  new  Breastwork « 4,700 

To  Ut  Battery 6,216 

To  2ad  ditto 6,583 

From  the  Market-place  to  Matagorda 4,400 

To  the  new  Breastwork 4,900 

To  Ist  Battery 5,390 

To  2nd  Battery 6,706 

From  head  of  the  town  to  Matagorda 4,100 

To  new  Braastwork > 4,600 

To  Ist  Battery 5,09(^ 

To  2nd  ditto *. 6,666 

FiDm  Matagorda  to  PnntalL * 1»330 
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Oa  thif  occasion  (I  presume  ffom  our  caval-' 
cade)  they  gave  us  a  salute;  firing  half  a 
dozen  i^hot  at  m,  two  of  which  entered  the  fert» 
We  answered  the  compliment  from  guns  and 
mortars^  but  the  Spanish  shells  fell  all  short  into 
tbe  sea.  I  retaraed  to  Cadiz^  and  ^ot  in  jost  as 
it  was  dark,  and  being  tired  from  the  heat  and 
lionstant  exercise  these  four  days^  went  imme- 
diately on  board  the  Lively.  We  are  to  sail  for 
GikMtai;tar  to-morrow. 

Cadiz  is  certainly  well  worth  seeing.  Th<i 
houses  are  constructed  for  the  climate.  Fire 
places  are  not  necessary.  In  many  houses  the 
windows  are  not  glazed.  Almost  every  window 
has  an  iron  railing  in  fronts  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom^  I  presume  to  prevent  people  from  walking 
out^  as  they  range  with  the  floor>  and  are  always 
open^  for  air.  In  the  better  houses^  instead  of 
this,  they  have  balconies  or  virandas,  like  our 
London  modern  houses.  There  is  a  porch  or 
double  entrance  to  evei'y  gentleman's  house^ 
very  strong  doors,  and  a. court-yard  inside.  The 
houses  being  built  in  square,  with  a  piazza; 
the  family  live  up  stairs. 

Cadiz  has  no  springs ;  every  family,  therefore^ 
depends  on  a  tank  for  water :  this  is  under  the 
court-yard^  and  a  well  to  draw  it^  constructed  in 
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the  centre^  or  at  the  entrance.  In  lime  of  peaee; 
they  get  very  fine  water  from  6t.  Mary's^  but  ai 
the  French  are  now  there,  of  coarse  there  cannef 
be  any  commnnication. 

The  fleet  hate  to  send  their  boats  for  water  to 
the  Isla^  and  do  so  nnder  fire^  almost  erery 
night. 

The  women,  of  all  ranks  that  I  saw,  were  well 
made  and  handsome.  They  dress  in  black,  an4 
wear  veils  till  after  the  evening  walk,  when  they 
put  on  white,  to  go  to  the  Tertulia.  There  ard 
several  of  these  assemblies  every  night,  with  high 
play ;  but  there  is  not  any  sort  of  theatre  a£ 
present  at  Cadiz. 

The  posadas  or  inns  are  very  bad,  which  i# 
singular,  as  the  great  trade  of  this  place  mnsC 
bring  many  strangers  within  its  walh. 

Cadiz,  which  was  described  as  all  filth,  is  the 
cleanest  city  I  ever  saw ;  not  surpassed  by  any 
in  Holland:  which,  considering  the  heat.  It 
ii^iig  a  great  deal.  The  pavement  is  good,  bal 
very  slippery  from  the  heat. 

The  Spanish  gentry  are  carionsly  dressed. 
I  m^t  many  odd  figures  walking  about  the  streets  / 


•everalfiill-dreflMd^  and  looking  like  Pero  in  tbe 
Pantomime.  Astley  might  pick  up  a  dozen 
in  half  an  hour^  ready  equipped.  This  is  aa 
masquerade/  but  literally  their  usual  dress. 

.  In  req>ect  to  its  defence^  Cadiz  is  very  strongly 
fortified^*  and  I  think  cannot  be  taken^  if  the 
Spaniards  chuse  to  defend  it.  The  Frendi 
cannot  get  near  enough  to  bombard  it  with 
any  effect^  and  I  doubt  if  they  will  be  able 
to  batter  in  breach^  if  properly  resistedj,^  should 
they  even  be  able  to  land  near  Puatall,  or 
between  Cadiz  and  Torre  Gorda.  As  to  the 
Isla^I  think  they  may  take  it  whenever  they  chuse. 
Our  SOth  and  87th  regiments  have  good  bar- 
racks here^  but  no  bedding.  There  are  great 
numbers  of  bomb  proofs,  and  the  works  are 
beautiful  as  well  as  strong ;  but  as  far  as  I  could 
observe,  there  is  no  system  of  defence, — there 
seems  a  confusion  and  irregularity^  and  too 
great  an  opinion  of  security. 

Though  there  is  not  any  water  in  Cadiz^ 
except  from  tanks,  they  have  found  a  spring  on 
the  outside  of  the  city  towards  Puntall;   and 


*  The  fortifteiitioDf  of  Cadiz  are  alio  m  excellent  order.     The 
Baittoni  are  admirably  built    St.  Fernando  ia  very  complete. 
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tftt^re  wer€  pn^tty  gardens  also  in  this  part^  kntt 
they  have  been  destroyed  isince  Cadiz  has  beeo  in 
a  state  of  siege.  I  saw  some  beauttfiil  geranium 
liedges.  ' 

The  men  are  stout  and  strong  limbed^  very 
brown^  and  lazy.  They  lie  about  in  the  streets 
la  lieaps^  &st  asleep^  particakriy  during  the  tieat 
of  the  day. 

The  first  objects  at  kinding  on  a  qaay^  befent 
the  gates^  are  the  Pillars  of  Hercules. 

The  quay  is  at  present  covered  with  importei 
com^  (and  I  may  add  with  rats)  for  though  the  fiM 
province  of  Andalusia  enjoys  a  delicious  climate 
and  a  soil  fit  to  produce  any  things  if  properly 
tiUed^  stilly  by  strange  mis-management^  thete  is 
not  a  sufficiency  of  wheat  cultivated^  and  4t 
course^  vast  quantities  are  imported  every  year. 
That  absurd  monopoly  (a  public  granary)  adds 
to  the  eviL 


is  certainly  the  emporium  of  Spanisli 
trade ;  but  such  are  the  oppressive  regulations 
of  the  Government^  and  their  narrow  ideas  re^ 
specting  commerce^  that  obstacles  of  all  sorts 
occur^  and  consequently  all  Spain  is  over-run 
with  smugglers,  and  the  industry  and  riches  of 


iMch.  A^  country  is  dupable;  we  in  a  smeai 
4^gfM  lottf     The  Guadalquivir  runs  through 
miMt;  parts  qf .  Aq4a{u8ia ;  bol  thase  a4vaiiCa^pes 
of  nature  have  been  hitherto  neglected.    It  iA  to 
be  hoped^  the  regeneration  of  Spain  is  not  jxojfr 
^  distant.    The  chief  intercourse  witli  Pferu^ 
M^6o,  3ueaes  Ayres^  and  the  C^rraceas,    iM 
fram  this  port.    Cadii;  mffwed  much  from  tiie 
earthquake  in  1755  ;  and  of  late  yeai:^  has  been 
visited  by  an  equally  great  misfortune^  a  sort  of 
plag^^^  which  breaks  out  aloHist  every  autumn. 
The  best  street  is  the  Calle .  Ancha^  and  there 
are  two  squares.    The  flat  roofs  of  the  houses 
fa!9  used  all  th^  qauMmiogs  for  drying  linen  ;  in 
ibfi  afternoons,  during  hot  weather^  they    fix 
l^wnings  over  tbem^  and  there  enjoy  fresh  air. 
Tha  doisters  of  the  Augustins  is  worth  notice. 
At  present,  indeed,  it  is  almost  filled  with  arm j 
stores  and  barrels  of  American  flour. 

There  is  an  hospital  here  (which  I  had  not 
time  to  visit)  but  its  institution  is  most  charita* 
ble.  It  is  called  the  Hospicio^  and  receives  the 
poor  of  every  nation,  orphans,  ideots,  the  insane^ 
and:  the  aged.  I  am  told  it  generally  contains 
five  hundred  persons^  and  that  it  is  clean  and 
weU  regulated. 


by  that  inimitably  paioter^  B*  MuriUp.  ThfQfi 
m  say  he  lost  his  life  in  painting  the  altar-piece ; 
to        he  M  firuui  tbe  ^caffoUU  and  died  iit:C0n9e<{ii4fi|:e. 

m,  I  observed  in  the  Doviinkai^ .  cbivcb^  the  wd 

TCcords  of  the  Inquisition. ,  On  tbi^  ^vmlk  tm 
iKttni)>ers  of  marbU  ta)iletb>  witit  Uu&niMef^Ad 
Elites.  <Kf  pefsoBs  biomed ;  9bO;  small  fiiistdrw  mr 
presenting  suck  hecrors^  bavii%  als^^thfe  111009  of 
iKnne  heretic  wiifl  tuffered^  as  for  instance :  IXanVio 
B^mardpi,  p^epwdo,  (burnt)  with  th^  date ;:  ab;} 
9f  others  who  w^e  imprisoived^  4>if  -^ho  iwffend 
other  punishments.  It  is  melanelio^  W  olkserf  Q^ 
that  we  haye  permitted  this  halyi  Court  to  beMa^ 
stored  in  those  psurts  of  Spaiit  iw4  Portugal^ 
where  the  French  biEul  aboUsb/ld  it  Sacb  Meqw 
the  inMuation  to  suppprt  pl4  iastiti^jtioM^  JO^ghi 
or  wrong. 

Cadiz  was  tajciw  b^  the  Spglisb  in  the  year 
1596^  under  the  Earl  of  Essex^  Wi4  AdqJMl 
Howard :  they  landed  at  Puntsdl< 

Thtti^sday,  Igtb.— Sailed  s^t  noon  from  Gad»  j 
bdbre  dark  we  got  into  Gibjrajkw  Buy^  and  aor 
chpred  opposite  Ragged  Sti^  The  viewa  in 
passing  the  Gut  are  very  grand^  comprising  AjpM* 
hill^  the  Barbary  mountains^  and  those  of  Spain. 
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The  appenrance  of  this  singular  place  (Gibraltar) 
^entering  the  Bay^  is  most  striking. 

» 

Friday^  13th. — Went  on  shore  early  this  day, 
and  called  first  on  Major-General  Campbell^  who 
sent  an  officer  of  the  engineers  to  «ittend  me 
roand  the  works ;  we  visited  all  the  town  and 
lower  balteries,  from  South  Port  to  Land  Port. 
They  have  been  all  repaired  since  the  famous 
iktege^  and  are  in  the  most  coniiplete  order.  The 
convert : where  -the  governor  lives,  is  also  in 
good:  orderi  and  well  calculated  to  resist  the 
heat,  which  this  day  is  very  great.  The  gardens 
have  been  much  improved.  A  large  handsome 
fauiMmg  has  been.erected  by  subscription  in  the 
town ;  the  lower  room  contains  a  library,  and  the 
upper  is  used  for  the  garrison  assemblies ;  though 
I  should  think  dancing  in  such  a  climate,  any 
thing  but  pleasure. 

Ivralked  out  towards  the  old  Spanish  lines, 
which,  (with  Ports  Philipa  and  Barbara)  have 
been  entirely  demolished.  The  Rock  looks  grand 
from  hence.  I  proceeded  to  the  Devil's  Tower, 
(like  our  Irish  round  towers  :)  it  is  built  on  a 
rock,  just  large  enough  for  its  foundation.  All 
the  rest  from  Gibraltar  to  St.  Roque  is  a  heavy 
sand. 
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The  town  of  Gibraltar  is  veiy  poor  and 
miserable  in  appearance:  1  never  saw  worse 
sliops^  and  yet  there  is  a  great  trade  here.  The 
Moles  and  Bay  are  now  fiill  of  ships^  and  the 
view^  taking  in  the  Spanish  mountains^  Apes- 
hill^  and  Ceata  in  Africa^  is  as  beautiful  as  can 
be  conceived. 

All  nations^  and  dl  sorts  of  dresses  are  to  be 
met  here.  Colonel  D.  observed^  that  when 
he  first  landed^  he  thought  himself  at  a  masque- 
rade. The  barracks  appear  very  indifferent^ 
and  while  millions  have  been  expended  for  the 
last  twenty  years  on  the  fortifications^  the  barracks 
have  been  much  neglected.  The  inns  are  the 
worsts  and  the  innkeepers  the  most  imposing  in 
the  world.  Such  imposition  is  very  intolerable^ 
for  the  necessaries  of  life  are  at  present  cheap. 
This  place  vms  always  remarkable  for  drunken<> 
ness^and  from  what  I  see^it  keeps  up  its  character* 

I  could  not  help  contrasting  the  appearance  now^ 
with  that  when  I  was  here  during  the  siege«  Then 
a  dismanded  town>  a  large  garrison^  and  scarcely 
any  other  inhabitants^— no  shops^  Shot  and  shells 
flying  about^  and  lying  in  all  directions — ^tra- 
verses of  barrels ;  and  many  of  the  works^  in 
particular  the  old  Mole^  almost  in  ruins  from  the 
fire ;  no  merchant  vessels  in  the  bay — ^po  appear- 
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fance  of  trade.  The  isthmua  between  GBinJtar 
mod  St.  Roque  covered  with  works^  camps,  aadi 
all  the  implements  of  war.  Fort  Barbara  on  the 
Mediterranean^  and  St.  Philip  on  the  west^  with 
their  flags  proudly  flying ;  no  living  creature 
between  the  advanced  posts  of  the  two  armies. 

At  present,  the  works  are  repaired,  and  in  the 
highest  order,  all  peace,  and  a  garrison  so  small, 
as  to  ,be  almost  inadequate  to  peace  duty. 
The  Moles  and  the  Bay  full  of  ships,  the 
town  full  of  busy  inhabitants.  The  Spanish 
forts  and  lines  all  destroyed.  No  camp  on  that 
isthmus,  which  at  the  former  period  had  a  French 
and  Spanish  army  on  it  of  50,000  men. 
Now  all  is  silence,  and  the  dead  and  quiet  sand 
without  any  thing  to  vary  its  sameness,  except 
Ihe  slight  traces  of  the  64-gun  battery,  and  the 
old  Devil's.Tower ;  and,  as  if  every  Uiing  was  to  be 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  former  scene,  the  only 
ground  then  free  from  bustle,  the  neutral  space 
about  the  Devil's  Tower,  is  at  present  covered 
with  miserable  men,  women,  and  children,  who 
are  half  naked,  and  half  starved,  but  who  are 
encamped  like  gypsies  all  round  the  tower,  and 
under  the  rock.  On  enquiry,  I  found  these 
people  had  come  from  St.  Roque  and  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  and  valleys  for  fear  of  the  French. 
One  would  imagine  their  miseiy  would  be  ample 


protection,  and  that  they  might  make  the  answer 
Mce  omde  by  the  Irish  peasants,  when  iM  by  % 
gendeman  to  be  ready  to  resist  the  French,  &e. 
Fftt  answered,  *'  Sure,  Sir^  they  won't  eat  vnh 
and  if  not,  what  harm  can  they  do  as  ?  We  can* 
hot  he  poorer/' 

These  poor  Spaniards,  however,  do  not  ap* 
pear  to  think  like  Pat ;  or  to  hare  his  courage^ 
for  on  my  reasoning  with  tbem^  their  only 
answer  was  ^'Semnr  matatvn  nos/V 

Not  long  since,  a  body  of  3,000  Spanish 
cavalry  stationed  at  9t  Roqne,  hearing  of  the 
entry  of  a  few  French  at  Algesiras,  distant  some 
miles,  and  with  two  rivers  between  them,  imme* 
diately  abandoned  a  fine  barrack  and  good  posi- 
tion, with  a  country  below  exactly  such  as 
cavalry  must  succeed  in  with  common  spirit  | 
they  gallopped  off  tilt  they  arrived  at  Gib* 
rahar.  It  was  impossible  to  admit  svch  a  bodyf 
into  the  garrison,  so  they  remained  all  night,  and 
many  hours  longer,  (though  folly  equipped) 
snder  a  most  severe  ndn,  and  could  not  be  in« 
duced.  to  return  to  St.  Roque  till  die  small  party 
cf  French  (not  three  hundred  men)  evacuated 
Algesiras. 

JtTUr  li.-Apar  faveAkfiMtkig  wkh  Gen.€topM 

at  the  Convent,  I  proceeded  to  Daly's.    I  rode  to 
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the  place  where  General  Elliott  used  tobreadkftflt 
and  dine^  and  spend  his  day^  for  he  always  slept 
at  the  Convent.  The  trees  about  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  lines  are  grown^but  not  so  much  as  might 
have  been  expected  in  the  time.  Some  reflections 
naturally  occurred.  What  changes  in  the  world 
since  I  was  last  on  this  spot :  how  many  hundreds 
who  were  then  in  spirits  and  activity^  are  now  no 
more !  And^  of  the  twelve  thousand  persons  on 
the  rock  at  the  period  I  speak  of^  most  likely  not 
twenty  of  them  (if  so  many)  including  myself, 
are  on  it  this  day  ! ! 

I  was  much  surprised  at  the  number  of  bury- 
ing grounds  and  tomb-stones  now  in  Gibraltar. 
I  should  think  the  plague^  which  was  there  some 
yeare  ago,  bad  as  it  was,  could  not  have  sent 
8uph  numbers  to  the  grave.  Twenty-five  yean 
ago,  the  only  burying-place  of  consequence  was 
on  the  neutral  ground :  now^  the  Red  Sands 
appear  like  an  immense  church-yard,  and  there 
are  several  others  up  the  hill.  Half  of  South 
Port  Ditch  is  also  covered  with  graves  and  tomb* 
atones,  and  the  neutral  ground  burying-place  it 
much  enlarged.  I  am  .  told,  however,  that 
Gibraltar  is  very  healthy ;  the  heat  is  only  in* 
tolerable  in  July,  August,  and  September.  It 
vras  in  October,  November,  and  December,  that 
I  WIS  there  formerly^  and  I  certainly  did  not  fed 


much  ineonveniefice  from  the  heat  at  that  time; 
The  mornings  and  evenings  were  very  cold. 

Sanday  15th. — Early  this  mornings  Gapt.  M« 
had  informed  me  there  was  no  chance  of  sailing, 
and  that  I  might  have  the  entire  day  to  finish  my 
inspection  of  the  Rock.  A  change^  however, 
was  made  yesterday :  all  our  passengers^  except 
myself  and  Major  C.  were  ordered  on  board  the 
Philomel  sloop  of  war.  Admiral  Boylea 
hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Lively  at  eight 
o'clock^  A.  M .  and  we  were  ordered  to  take 
charge  of  the  convoy^  now  left  by  the  Philomel, 
The  Admiral  is  going  to  Malta.  So  very  tin- 
likely  was  onr  sailings  that  our  first  lieutenant, 
Mr.  Ferber^  and  other  officers^  got  leave  to  go 
on  shore  to  9ee  the  place, 

I  appointed  our  first  lieutenant  and  the  lieu- 
tenant of  marines  to  meet  me,  to  shew  them  the 
cave^  and  accordingly  we  all  met^  and  had  lights, 
ropes^  and  guides  ready;  when^  to  our  great 
astonishment,  the  Lively  fired  several'guns  about 
noon^  hoisted  Blue  Peter,  and  prepared  to  un- 
moor. We  could  not  tell  what  to  make  of  this, 
as  the  east  wind  continued  strong.  Every  body 
supposed  it  was  some  whim  of  the  Admiral's,  but 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  get  out  We  there-^ 
fore  proceeded. 
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We  rode  t6  WindmHl  Hill  and  Eordpa/aBd 
had  a  fine  bird*s-eye  view  of  Rosia,  aad  all  the 
South  Works^  of  Bona  Vista^  the  navy^  hospital^ 
and  new  magazines,  I  saw  the  spot  where  I 
had  my  quarters  with  Lieut«  now  Major-Gen; 
Whetham  :  we  had  proceeded  up  the  mountain^ 
almost  to  the  mouth  of  the  cav^^  when  Mr« 
Ferber^  who  was  continually  on  the  watch^  per«r 
ceived  the  convoy  actuaHy  under  way^  and  the 
Lively  heaving  anchor.  It  was  therefore  neces^ 
sary  to  return  immediately^  after  all  Qur  prepa-* 
rations  to  see  the  Cave. 

We  were  astonished  and  vexed  at  this  sud-^ 
den  change  of  ordersj,  and  returned  to  Ragged 
Staffs  where  there  was  a  boat  waiting  for  us. 
The  Lively^  in  getting  under  way>  swung  o^ 
board  a  Spanish  line  of  battle  ship^  which  occa- 
sioned an  hour's  delay  :  she  was  cleared  without 
any  material  damage  to  either^  and  we  proceeded 
to  sea. 

It  was  just  as  we  supposed,  the  Admiral's 
wder;  but  we  all  believe  he  will  not  be  able  to 
conquer  the  Levanter,  even  with  the  assistance 
of  the  strong  current  which  always  sets  into  the 
Mediterranean,  and  runs  as  for  as  Gape  de  Gat» 
through  the  Gut  or  Streights^  at  the  rate  of  ten 
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m3M  an  hour  at  least  We  saluted  the  Gar- 
nsoii,  and  it  was  in  course  returned ;  the  echo 
had  a  very  fine  e£fect. 

The  east  wind  served  well  enough  to  dear  the 
Bay  ;  but  after  doubling  Europa  Pointy  we  had 
only  the  current  in  our  favour.  We  were  all 
hurried  and  disappointed  by  this  sudden^  and  as 
we  thought^  unnecessary  order :  Apes*hill  and 
tbe  (<^  of  the  Rock  are  covered  with  dJonds^  ft 
sure  indication  that  this  Levanter  will  continue. 
The  heat  was  also  very  greats  and  we  made  very 
Utde  way.  We  had  a  good  view  of  the  back 
of  the  Rock^  and  soon  after  of  Ceuta. 

17th. — ^The  same  weather  continues^  and  we 
make  little  or  no  progress :  it  would  have  beejt 
better  to  have  renatned  at  Gibraltar  till  we  had 
fcir  wind.  The  Admiral  is  an  addition  to  our  so* 
ciety^  and  appears  a  most  good  humoured  and 
worthy  man.  It  seems  he  has  a  rage  for  always 
putting  to  sea^  if  there  is  any  possibility^  not 
minding  wind  or  weather ;  and  I  am  tqld^  hea 
often  1^  some  of  his  officers  behind^  who  did  not 
Ipet  on  board  in  time.  I  confess^  I  wish  he  had 
Bot  shifkd  his  flag  for  twenty-four  hours  more^ 
we  might  then  have  gratified  our  curiosity 
at  Gibraltar.  At  noon^  we  spoke  a  Spanish  tar- 
tan^ and  in  the  evenings  H.  M.  S.  Comus^  from 
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Algiers  for  Lisbon.  The  Captain  would  have 
come  on  bo$urd  the  Lively^  but  as  he  came  from 
Algiers,  we  begged  to  be  excused;  his  visit 
would  subject  us  to  quarantine  on  our  arrival^ 
though  we  are  likely  to  have  a  very  sufficient  one 
9t  sea.  Barometer  this  day  at  30.  Thermo^ 
meter  75. 

18th — We  have  now  been  three  days  at  sea^ 
and  have  not  made  more  way  than  we  should 
have  done  with  six  hours  fair  wind. 

19th. — l!lie  marines  fired  ball  at  a  mark  this 
morning. — ^We  see  the  Spanish  mountains  plainly^ 
they  appear  very ,  high^  and  have  a  great  deal  of 
snow  on  them.  Last  night  the  vnnd  came  fair^  but 
there  was  very  little  of  it  We  have  one  or  two  bad 
sailing  ships  in  the  convoy^  and  are  therefore 
obliged  to  lie  to  for  them  four  hours  every  day.  In 
ihe  afternoon,  off  Cape  de  Gat. — As  1  was  looking 
over  the  ship'^  side,  my  hat  fell  overboard,  and  vFas 
carried  a  great  distance  by  the  current ;  they 
hoisted  a  boat  out  as  an  exercise^  and  after  a 
very  hard  row,  my  hat  was  recovered.  This  oc-^ 
casioned  some  laughter  with  the  seamen ;  as  it 
seems  there  is  an  old  sea  song,  which  begins 
(f  Off  Cape  de  Gat,^  I  lost  my  hat"  &c, 
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Very  dose  warm  weather^  thoagh  the  ports  are 
open  ill  the  cabin  all  nightj  still  I  am  oppressed 
by  the  heat. 

90th — One  of  the  convoy  made  the  signal  for 
an  enemy.  We  hoisted  every  sail^  and  stood 
towards  her :  it  turned  out  to  be  one  of  those 
small  privateers^  that  both  sail  with  lateens^  and 
row^  which  infest  the  Mediterranean.  As 
they  make  off  the  moment  a  man  of  war  stands 
towards  them^  they  are  seldom  taken.  These 
privateers  are  full  of  men^  and  hover  about^  fol* 
lowing  a  convoy  as  a  shark  sometimes  does  a 
ship^  in  hopes  of  pickipg  up  some  straggler, 

At  two  o'clock  P.  M.  the  22d,  one  of  our  con-* 
voy  made  the  signal  of  distress.  She  was  nearly 
three  leagues  distant^  we  supposed  she  saw  a 
small  privateer^  and  as  she  lay  to^  some  imagined 
she  was  actually  taken.  We  crowded  sail^  and 
soon  ;  ran  down  to  her.  The  ship  cut  through 
the  sea  with  great  velocity  at  least  twelve  miles 
an  hour.  It  seems  she  has  sprung  a  leak^ 
and  is  bound  from  Gibraltar  to  Malta^  chiefly  in 
ballast.  We  sent  a  lieutenant  and  sixteen  pien 
PR  board, 
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At  SIX  RM.  fell  in  with  the  Wizard  sloop  of 
war^  a  lieutenant  came  on  board;,  and  got  some 
letters  we  had  for  them^ — an  agreeable  surprise. 
She  had  a  convoy  from  Sardinia  for  Cadiz.  Soon 
after  this^  the  Lieutenant  came  from  our  convoy 
brig;,  and  brought  some  bags  of  dollars^  the 
master  sent  for  security ;  a^  from  the  bad  state  of 
his  vessel^  he  thinks  it  best  to  run  for  Iviea  oi* 
Majorca.  About  an  hour  after  this^  it  was  dis^ 
covered  that  the  Lieutenant  had  made  a  mistake 
in  the  signature  to  the  bill  for  these  dollars,  and  it 
therefore  became  necessary  to  stand  after  the 
vessel,  and  bring,  her  to  again  ; — a  most  forifk* 
nate  circumstance  for  her,  aa  on  sending  on 
board,  it  seems  in  the  short  time  of  two  hours, 
her  pump  became  choaked  by  the  sand  she  had 
for  ballast,  and  it  was  evident  she  could  not 
reach  Minorca.  Capt.  M.  again  sent  a  Lieutenant 
and  sixteen  men  on  board,  to  do  what  they  could^ 
but  about  midnight  they  were  forced  to  abandon 
her.  They  brought  the  master  and  crew, 
(twelve)  on  board  the  Lively,  and  the  brig 
soon  after  overset,  and  foundered.  The  master 
nays,  he  had  two  hundred  barrels  of  tar  on  board 
of  his  own,  not  insured:  it  was  unfortunate 
that  this  was  not  mentioned  in  time,  as  the  iur 


MASTERfl'  I.088*  27 

could  easily  have  been  brought  on  board  the 
Lively^  and  would  have  been  useful  to  our  fleet 
in  the  Mediterranean^  and  saved  the  poor  man  so 
much.  They  are  all  fore^ners;  the  vessel 
belonged  to  Malta*  ^  ^ 
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Departure  from  Gibraltar — Improvements  in 
the  British  Jfavy — Naval  Amusements — 
Algerine  Frigate — Shipwreck  of  the  Lively- 
Malta — Cultivation-Public  Buildings — For- 
tifications — Reflections  on  the  formf^r  power 
of  the  Knights,  the  abolition  of  the  Order, 
and  the  recent  conquest  of  the  island  by  the 
French  and  the  English,  as  affecting  the 
condition  of  the  inhabitants — Importance  of 
this  Island  to  Great  Britain. 

July  23. — There  is  always  a  great  swell  of 
the  sea  in  the  Mediterranean  in  calm  weather ; 
and  the  easterly  winds^  which  in  other  climates 
are  dry  and  cold,  are  the  contrary  here.  We 
had  now  been  seven  days  at  sea,  and  made  little 
progress.  The  easterly  wind  and  heavy  swell 
of  the  water  was  so  strong  this  day,  that  many  on 
board  thought  we  should  be  driven  back  to  Gib* 
raltar.  I  once  had  a  voyage  from  thence  to 
Leghorn  of  nearly  seven  weeks  duration,  though 
a  single  ship,  and  in  winter.  In  summer^  calms 
are  frequent  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  there- 
fore a  long  voyage  is  to  be  expected. 
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The  high  state  of  discipline^  and  the  exceDent 
arrangemenls  in  the  navy  (though  always  supe* 
rior  to  that  of  our  neighbours)  have  certainly 
been  much  improved  during  this  long  war.  The 
Admiralty^  as  well  as  the  naval  officers  deserve 
all  possible  praise  for  the  perfection  to  which 
the  British  navy  has  arrived.  The  entire  system^ 
the  cleanliness^  (and  consequent  health)  the  ex- 
cellent provisions  issued^  and  the  regularity  in 
every  department^  besides  every  attention  to  the 
comforts  of  the  seamen^  is  such^  that  I  am  sur- 
prised we  ever  want  a  man.  If  we  consider^  in 
addition  to  all  this^  the  high  pay^  the  care  that  is 
taken  of  the  sick  and  wounded^  and  all  the  other 
advantages  a  man  has  from  serving  in  the  Royal 
Navy^  a  question  naturally  arises^  viz.  How  hap- 
pens it  that  we  are  obliged  to  press^  that  men 
desert^  or  that  there  should  be  the  least  difficulty 
to  get  seamen  ?  The  only  answer  I  can  find^  is, 
the  strange  antipathy  most  people  have  to  regu* 
larity^  and  to  any  restraint,  however  wholesome. 

Though  the  Lively^  may  have  some  advan- 
tages, from  the  circumstance  of  her  captain, 
being  a  worthy  humane  man,  as  well  as  an 
excellent  officer,  still  I  know  many  of  our  ships 
have  the  same ;  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  majority  have, 
and  I  am  so  well  convinced  of  the  general  good 
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tineabiient  in  tke  Navy^  that  I  cannot  answer  the 
abore  queries  otherwayg  than  '^  a  dklike  ta  re- 
straint and  regularity/' 

We  keep  very  early  hours :  riBe  at  half  past 
six^  breakfast  exacdy  at  eight  o'dodc^  dine  at 
four^  have  some  wine  and  water  at  half  pajst  nine^ 
and  retire  to  bed  at  ten^  or  soon  after.  The 
cocoa  issued  for  the  breakfast  of  the  crew  is 
poantled  every  day  from  the  nut^  and  no  man  in 
Engkmd  has  better.  We  have  not  a  chaplain  on 
boards  bat  prayers  are  read  on  Sundays^  and 
the  people  appear  attentive. 

Many  may  think  a  voyage  a  sort  of  imprison- 
ment^ and  that  time  must  paira  very  heavily^  but 
with  the  conveniences^  amusements^  and  society 
oiK  board  a  well-regulated  man  of  war^  this  is  not 
tile  case.  After  breakfast^  a  walk  for  an  hour 
on  the  quarter-deck  gave  fresh  air  and  exercise ; 
after  which^  I  generally  occupied  a  great  part  of 
the  morning  in  reading.  The  younger  officers 
often  exercise  with  the  skipping  rope^  a  number 
going  in  it  at  a  time.  The  men  are  allowed  to 
swim  in  calm  weather;  at  other  times^  they 
dance^  and  all  appear  merry .  and  happy.  A 
variety  of  incidental  circumstances  occur^ — meet- 
ing ships ;  taking  turtle^  as  they  float  in  the 
water ;  exercising  the  men  at  the  guns  and  in 
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rowing.  In  the  eabin^  ev^  evening,  we  liail 
chesByGT  agreeable  conversation :  thus  foor  weeks 
{MiBsed  rapidly  away.  During  the  latter  part  of 
our  voyage,  the  beat  was  very  great;  and  we  had 
cakns,  with  a  swell  that  occasioned  a  violent 
motion  :  we  all  felt  drowsy  towards  dinner  time, 
and  generally  fell  asleep  for  half  an  hour  or  man. 

It  is  strange  what  pleasure  the  common  peo|dtt 
find  in  getting  drunk ;  with  gentlemen^  it  arises 
from  society  and  conversation,  inducing  tiieai  to 
flit  at  the  bottle ;  with  the  former,  Uie  pleasure 
seems  not  in  drinking,  but  in  being  drunk;  aa4 
if  accomplished  in  five  minutes,  they  prefer  it* 
I  find,  some  of  the  sailors  often  keep  their  allow* 
ance  of  wine  or  grog  for  three  days,  to  be  abla 
to  swallow  it  at  once,  and  be  drunk;  this  has 
sometimes  happened,  with  us,  notwithstanding 
the  excellent  regulations  observed  in  the  Lively. 

The  armory  and  different  stores — carpenter's, 
boatswain's,  purser's,  gunner's-^all  are  now  so 
complete  in  every  ship  in  the  British  navy,  as  to 
afford  the  highest  gratification  to  those  who  have 
an  opportunity  of  inspecting  them.  The  prin- 
cipal thing  I  see  in  the  navy,  requiring  im« 
provement,  is  the  galleys,  or  fire-pla;oes;  consider^ 
tng  their  fivmation  and  the  motion  at  sea,  I  am 
astonished  that  half  our  ships  are  not  burood ; 


38  BBITKH  NATY^  &C. 

to  be  sure  the  fiicts  ore  against  this^  it  does  not 
happen :  so  many  are  at  all  times  about  the  fire 
,  during  the  day^  and  it  is  so  carefully  put  out  at 
nighty  that  no  doubt  the  probability  is  against  it> 
but  why  leave  it  a  possibility^  when  security  might 
be  had  at  a  very  trifling  expence  ?  To  observe 
the  fire^  and  the  number  of  grates^  boilers^  ovens, 
&c.  and  the  combustible  matter  all  around,  it  is 
astonishing  more  accidents  do  not  happen :  I 
should  be  alarmed  with  a  kitchen  fire  so 
constructed  in  my  house.  I  am  confident  ship 
kitchens  might  be  improved,  and  made  secure 
from  the  danger  to  which  they  expose  the  ship. 

The  wear  and  tear  of  a  man  of  war,  (with 
every  attention)  and  consequently  its  expence^ 
is  very  great.  The  folly  of  sailing  in  bad  weather, 
or  vfith  contrary  wind,  is  also  exemplified  in  the 
disorder  which  the  bufietting  and  rolling  about 
occasions;  there  is  a  continual  strain  of  the 
seams,  from  the  ship's  weight ;  and  the  rigging, 
ropes,  &c.  all  require  bracing  and  putting  in 
order. 

Monday  30th. — We  were  close  in  with  the 
African  coast,  off  Cape  Ferrat;  the  land  appears 
mountainous ;  we  make  but  little  progress.  The 
damp,  considering  the  latitude  we  are  in,  and  the 
season  of  the  year^  is  esLtraordinttry ;  there  is  a 
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MBstant  thoroQgh  air  in  the  cabin ;  ports  and 
doors  open  all  day^  and  jet,  leave  a  pair  of  boots 
three  days  in  a  corner,  and  they  will  be  qnito 
damp  and  mouldy.  We  have  also  had  freqnent 
filgs^  and  though  the  weather  is  so  hot,  our  clothes 
wad  every  thing  in  the  ship  feels  clammy,  and  onr 
linen  is  as  damp  as  in  Ireland  during  winter.  The 
admiral,  who  was  five  years  on  the  Mediterranean 
station,  says  it  is  always  so  in  very  hot  climates ; 
lie  found  the  same  in  the  East  and  West  Indies; 
many  complain  of  slight  rheumatism. 

.  3rd  August. — See  the  island  of  Sardinia. 
Observation  at  noon,  lat.  dO^*  N.  long.  10  E.  ^ 
Barometer  30  in.  Thermometer  75.  Fell  in 
with  H.  M.  S.  Redwing.  The  Captain  came  on 
board,  and  informed  us  that  the  French  had  a 
large  army  in  Calabria,  and  that  an  attack  on 
Sicily  was  expected. 

4ih.  Off  Maratimo.  Just  seven  weeks  since  we 
left  Spithead,  perfectly  calm,  the  sea  quite  smooth. 

5th.  at  10  A.M.  in  sight  ai  Maratimo,  we  fdOi  in 
with  an  Algerine  frigate,  of  forty  guns,  she  came 
dose  to  us  and  lay  to^  while  we  sent  a  boat  idong 
side,  but  with  orders  on  no  account  to  go  on  board: 
they  had  no  one  (or  they  pretended  they  had  not) 
who  coidd  speek  English  or  French^  and  all  we 
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■ 

dMiU  itMdce  otA  irasy  that  she' was  on  m  dmise :  th^ 

is-  crowded  with  men  alAiogt  blacky   and  all  in 

different  and  curions!,  bat  dirty-  dresses ;    I  could 

dittin^ish  them .  perfectly,   most  of  them  had 

hm^  beards^  knd  turbans ;  she  reihanied  irear  ouir 

convoy  all  day* .  It  seemis  these  barbarians  do  hot 

mind  being  at  peace  with  a  hation^  they  will^  tf 

they  can^  ciit  ofifa  ship  in  the  nighty  or  take  her  in 

the  day  if  tbey  meet  one  aloiie  t   they  tihen  tite 

out  the  cargo,  sinik'  the    prize,  and^  rUn  into 

some  obscure  pbrt  in  Alrica>  where  they  sell  tiie 

prisoners,  who  are  sent  far  up  the  Country,  and 

tkos  neither!  Ship  nor  Men  are  ever  heardbf  hi<»re. 

What  a.pity  that  oar  Government  keep  terms  of 

amity  with  such  piratteiand  viUainb^,  when  by  an 

under  standing  with  tb^  other  powers  of  fiar^e, 

Hkiy  might  be  exUrmibated  to  the  greM  ben^t 

of  all  the  world. 1^1  is  Algerme  paid  no  (sonUfpMtamt 

to'our  flag,    she  appeared  dirty,   but  they  art 

excellent  sailors,  and  managed   her  with  great 

dexterity.   '  ■."■'./' 

Thursday  dth. — The  wind  had  been  variable 
aA  day,  but  on  the  whole  ikvourablej  the  heat 
tNt«9  very  gteat,  the  thermometer  this  day  bettig 
ftt  81.  At  S  o'ck)ck  R  M.  we  made  sigtial  witb 
two  guns  to  two  strange  sail,  and  soon  after  came 
in  sight  of  6o2o.  At  4  o'cldek  jtist  tis  dinper 
drum  beat^  i  could  dee  Uie  houses  in  Qwo  with 


ihy  ghsts.  At  9  oViock  P.  M.  wind  perfectly 
ftiir  tcnA  a  good  breeze,  we  shall  be  in  Valetta 
*ar1y  totaorrow. 

*-  Friday  lOlb.^— What  ancertainty  in  this  world  • 
k  few  honrs  ^go  we  had  every  prospect  of  being 
^Wy  in  harbour  at  Malta  by  day  light,  but  con- 
trary to  every  probability,  or  almost  possibility; 
^e  were  shipwrecked  this  morning,  or  rather  iA 
the  night,  between  Thursday  ^h  and  Prida;^ 
loth.  It  happened  in  St.  Paul's  Bay,  Malta, 
where  that  Saint  is  said  to  have  been  also  ship* 
wrecked. 

^  There  cannot  be  a  tnore  attentive  or  Jealous 
tefficer  tfmn  Captain  MICinley,  1  can  bear  tes- 
timony to  his  continual  anxiety;,  watchfulness  and 
Exertions,  night  and  day  during  our  voyage^ 
One  vrould  almost  believe  in  fatality,  from  every 
tirtmmstance  attending,  our  misfortune.  Aftet 
isun  set,  a  breeze  carried  us  on  at  a  good  rate.  At 
ten  I  was  on  deck,  all  going  on  we!!,  soon  after  I 
went  to  bed ;  I  slept  in  the  same  cabin  with  the 
Captain,  the  Admiral  in  the  inner  one.  There 
oever  appeared  less  occasion  for  the  personal 
«uperintendance  of  a  commander  than  at  .  ten 
o'clock  last  night.  Captain  M.  went  to  his  cot 
At  eleven,  having  ordered  the  Master  to  ke^  tfae 
tieck^  in  addition  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  watch . 
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aft^r  we  got  sight  of  land;  and  it  was  the  standing 
order  of  the  Ship  to  report  to  him  at  night,  and  to 
call  him^  whenever  any  thing  in  the  least  degree 
extraordinary  happened;  that  order  was  par* 
ticularly  repeated  last  night.  I  understand  (for 
at  this  time  I  was  asleep)  he  got  up  at  twelve  and 
went  OQ  deck^asthe}  reported  the  wind  tofresheUj 
and  after  consulting  the  Admiral/  took  in  sail^  and 
made  that  signal  to  the  convoy^  and  to  stand  on^ 
under  easy  sail.  Every  thing  appeared  so  fa- 
vourable that  he  came  down  again :  soon  after  the 
moon  set^  and  it  became  very  dark^  the  current 
was  strongs  and  the  ship  was  drawn  near  to  land. 

Whether  the  lieutenant  of  the  watch  and  the 
master  were  deceived  by  a  light  in  a  small  fort,  on 
the  height  above  Paul's  bay  ^  mistaking  it  for  Valetta 
light-house^  or  drifting  near  land^  and  by  the  then 
bad  lights  taking  Paul's  Bay  for  the  entrance  of 
of  Valetta^  I  cannot  say ;  J  have  since  heard 
)>oth.  Be  this  as  it  may^  they  stood  into  St.  Paul's 
Bayf  ^  without  even  reporting  to  the  captain^  and 


*    It  is  uet  desirable  to  arrive  at  Valetta  in  the  night,  particubfly 
frith  a  oonYoyy  the  entrance  to  the  baibour  being  Tery  narrow. 

f  The  Ancients  mast  hare  had  large  ships':  St  Paul  says,  *'  Fearing 
lest  tbsy  shocdd  have  fiillen  upon  rocks,  they  cast  four  anchors  out  of 
^e  sterfi,  and  wished  for  day."    ^  And  we  were  in  all  in  tlie  ship  tf|^ 


•ooiiafter^  finding  themselves  wroti^,  instead  of 

calling  him^  they  urished  to  get  out  of  the  scrape^ 

at  it  was  called^  and  began  by  bringing  the  ship 

to^  toith  her  head  to  the  land.  They  had  scarcely 

done  soj  when  the  forecastle  men  cried  out  rocks 

and  breakers;  and  they  then  too  late  let  the  ship 

under  weighs  and  attempted  to  wear.    A  noise 

and  confiision  ensued  on  deck;  M'Kinley  in-« 

stantly  ran  up  on  hearing  it^but  the  spanker  boom 

bent  to  the  land^  the  ship  missed  stays^   anil 

ran  on  the  banks  of  Kaura  Pointy  exactly  2  A.  M. 

At  this  time>  it  did  not  blow  hard^  neither  was 

there  much  sea^  and  at  first  there  was  no  great 

•hock:    neVer  shall  1  forget  my  astonishment^ 

when  I  found  what  had  happened ;  I  could  scarce-* 

]y  believe  it.    A  little  before  she  struck^  I  was 

awakened  by  the  noise^  and  wondeit^ed  what  could 

occasion  all  the  pulling,  hauUng,  and  running 

on  deck ;  but  as  the  Captain  sent  down  to  the 

Admiral^  who  immediately  got  up^   I  thought 


iMndred  three  score  and  rixteen  touls.'*  Acts  zzTii.  Ter.  97*  **  And 
falling  into  a  place  where  two  seas  met^  they  ran  the  ship  agrpiind  ;  and 
the  fore  part  stuck  Ibst,  and  remained  unilioTeable^  bat  the  hinder  patt 
'vas  broken  with  the  riolence  of  the  wayest"  Acts  aixtiL  Ter.  41.  ^  And 
the  rest,  some  on  board,  and  some  on  broken  pieces  of  the  ship,  escaped 
all  safe  to  land."  ver.  44.  "  And  when  they  were  escaped,  then  they 
knew  that  the  island  was  called  Melita,  and  the  baibarous  people  jbeweA 
«s  no  little  kindness."  Acts  chap,  xxriii.  ver.  I. 
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somethio^  muat  be  trrong;  yet  had  no  i 
yfkat  it  wa&  Tlie  officers  below  a)I  ran  up  in 
their  shirts^  and  Lieut.  Burke,  of  the  18th  dra- 
goonfi,  who  was  a  passenger,  caxne  to  me  from  the 
Gan  Room^  and  desired  me  to  get  up,  saying,  not 
a  minute  was  to  be  lost,  the  beating  of  the  Ship 
soon  convinced  me  what  had  happened ;  Crisp^ 
tiie  Captain's  excellent  servant  brought  me  a  light 
and  feelingly  told  me  what  1  now  knew  too  well.' 
Neither  of  my  two  stupid  servants,  came  near 
me.  '  I  dressed  myself  and  took  out  some  parti* 
cularpaper&from  my  writing  case,  and  then  went 
on  deck,  it  wras  a  sad  scene.  But  ajs  I  was  more 
in  the  way  than  of  use,  I  went  down  with 
Mr.  Crawley  the  Admiral's  Secretary  and  Major 

G— ^ to  the  cabin,  to  wait  the  event ;  and 

ifadeed,  bad  as  things  were,  knowing  the  Captain's 
activity  and  the  exertions  making,  1  had  hopes^ 
tiie  ship  might  yet  be  got  off.  All  hands  were  noW) 
bard  at  work,  they  attempted  to  get  out  an  anchor 
to  haul  on,  and  heave  her  off  by,  but  the  boats  were 
not  large  enough  to  carry  the  anchor.  The  Ship 
leaned  to  leeward  and  thumped  very  much,  many 
wereat  thepumps.anu  asyetkeptherclearof  much" 
water.  We  fired  signal  guns  of  distress  for  aa 
hour,  and  by  the  blue  lights,  I  could  see  the  rock9 
and  our  dangerous  situation,  from  the  quartet 
gallery  windows.  In  this  situation,  making  every. 
possible  exertion  to  get  the  ship  off,  we  remained 
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tm>lioiirs  till  daylight,  act  exActly knowing  wKert 
we  were^  every  body  supposing,  vs  mvch  neanr  i# 
Valetta  than  was  the  case.  When  the  sun  rose^ 
it  began  to  blow>  and  we  found  we  were  nine  miles 
from  Valetta.  At  this  time  I  wQnt  on  deck  agaiii 
M^Kinley  harangued  the  crew,  we  gave  him  three 
cheers,  and  such  e&rts  were  made  by  every  bodyj 
that  J  thought  we  should  conquer  even  tlr.a 
powerful  sea.  Prior  to  this,  every  endeavour  ivai 
made  without  effect,  the  top  gallant  yards  and 
masts  were  struck,  but  not  before  the  ssuls  were 
thrown  back,  as  an  effort  to  get  the  ship  off;  the 
day  light  convinced  us  that  our  exertions  would 
be  fruitless,  and  that  the  safety  of  our  lives  would 
soon  be  the  chief  ol]gect  of  attention.  I  believe 
the  Admiral  very  early  thought  the  Ship  irre* 
eoverably  lost,  he  had  been  some  time  on  deck> 
Vut  came  down  to  the  cabin  before  day  light,  and 
as  we  sat  there  waiting  the  issue,  the  rudder 
was  unshipped  by  the  vident  motion,  and  tho'  not 
a  very  agreeable  hearing,  I  could  not  help  ad* 
miring  the  coolness  of  the  Admiral^  who  at  this 
moment  without  any  agitation  observed  to  me, 
'^  Do  not  sit  so  near  the  stem,  or  you  may  have 

your  head  broke,  though  one  or  two  more  such 

thumps  will  settle  ue  all. 


At  daylighit  we  all  went  on  deck,  and  it  wae 
proposed  to  throw  the  forecastle  guns  overboard^ 
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and  so  lighten  the  ship,  as  we  had  deep  water  on 
the  starboard  side. 

The  Admiral  advised  the  masts  to  be  eat  away. 
Ijieut  Ferber  objected  to  this* ;  but  as  the  wind 
and  sea  increased^  and  the  ship  continued  to  beat 
exceedingly,  they  were  cut  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after.  The  foremast  fell  nearly  on  the  rocks, 
and  afforded  a  passage  by  which  the  people  could 
escape.  All  the  masts  fortunately  fell  also  to  the 
leeward  side,  and  helped  to  keep  the  ship  so 
inclined ;  for  had  she  rolled  to  starboard  side,  she 
must  have  gone  down  in  40  fathom  water,  and  all 
men  not  on  deck,  or  who  were  not  swimmers,  would 
liave  perished.  When  it  was  found  impossible  to 
save  the  ship,  and  that  all  efforts  were  hopeless, 
the  people  were  desired  to  save  themselves.  Great 
numbers  then  went  over  the  foremast,  taking 
such  light  articles  as  they  could  carry.  Imme- 
diately after  which,  some  confusion  and  insubor^ 
dination  followed  with  part  of  the  crew,  but  full 
half  remained  sober  and  obedient. 


*  When  Lieat.  Ferber  objected,  (ttill  entertaining  hopes  of  MTin^ 
016  maati)  he  did  to  with  every  deference '  to  hit  laperior  officer. 
The  Admiml  antweredy  <*  Well,  try,"  and  then  faid  aloud,  ^  Our  duty 
b  to  save  the  ship,  if  possible  :  this  is  not  a  moment  for  ceremony ;  let 
any  man  sugfest  any  thing  he  thinks  may  be  useful."— I 'could  not 
Mp  admiring  Hus  anxiety  fMr  what  was  right  1 1»ut  ten  minutes  moim 
qheved  UMt  the  ▲dminl*«  adnce  was  correct* 


The  foreigners  we  bad  on  boards  from  the 
vessel  that  sunk  at  sea^  had  their  boat  fast  to  the 
Lively^  and  they  hauled  it  alongside^  got  in^  and 
saved  themselves.  We  had  also  two  boats  oiit^ 
hat  one  was  nearly  swamped^  and  the  other^  with 
only  four  men  in  it^  fell  to  leeward^  could  not 
gain  the  ship  again^  and  was  obliged  to  row  out 
to  the  convoy. 

I  remained  on  board  full  two  hours  after  day^ 
light.  M^Kinley^  his  officers^  and  most  of  the 
people  (though  now  a  hopeless  case)  still  making 
every  exertion  to  get  the  ship  afloat. 

It  is  singular^  but  in  these  seas^  it  will  come 
on  and  blow  a  gale  from  fine  weather  most  sud« 
denly^  and  also^  when  blowing  hardest^  it  as  fre- 
quently falls  suddenly  calm.  This  was  unfortu- 
nately  now  the  case ;  though  the  morning  waf 
fine  in  other  respects^  it  began  to  bldw  most  vio* 
lently.  Captain  M'K.  came  up  to  me^  and  ad- 
vised me  to  go  on  shore  ;  he  also  gave  me  four 
marines^  to  save>  if  possible^  any  light  baggage.' 
Two  of  them  went  on^  each  with  a  small  bo^ 
slung  over  hb  shoulders^  and  I  left  the  other  two 
Mid  my  two  servants  with  a  few  light  articles^  and 
orders  to  follow  me.  Capt.  M 'K.  came  with  me 
en  the  forecastle^  cleared  the  way^  and  assisted 
me.  to  get  on  the  mast,  for  the  motion  was  so' 
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greats  occasioned  by  the  ralliiig  of  the  dnp,,  tiittthe 
loast  rose  and  feU  in  a  see-saw  manner^  ten  feet  at 
leasts  and  it  was  therefore  very  di ffiendt  for  t 
landsman  (though  not  for  a  seaman;  to  get  on  iU 
The  fbretop  made  another  impediment^  having 
to  climb  over  it^  but  I  got  safe  on  shore.  The 
motion  and  friction  of  the  mast  with  the  ship's 
side  was  so  great^  that  the  wood  took  fire^  and  a 
man  was  stationed  with  a  bucket  to  throw  water 
over  it  every  minute.  The  ship  struck  at  two 
p'clock  A.M .  we  had  daylight  at  four.  The 
Admiral  and  Major  C.  went  on  shore  about  five, 
and  I  got  on  shore  about  half  past  six. 

I  found  my  small  boxes  on  the  rocks^  but  saw 
no  more  of  the  two  marines.  Here  I  remained 
(expecting  'my  servants  or  some  of  my  bag^ 
gage  for  two  hours.  It  seemed  in  vain  to  wait 
lopger^  I  therefore  carried  my  boxes  over  the 
rocks>  up  to  the  fort,  near  half  a  mile.  There 
all  was  confusion :  the  sailors  (many  of  them 
drunk)  crowding  in  with  boxes,  blankets,  and 
various  articles ;  and  it  blew  so  violently,  th^^t  I 
ijra^  obliged  to  go  into  the  guard^house  to  drink 
«ome  vfine  and  water  the  soldiers  gave  u^,  as  out 
^f  shelter  no  one  could  stfind  steady,  and  tbd 
wind  absolutely  blew  the  liquor  out  of  the  cupu 
I  returned  to  the  shore,  it  being  now  two  hours^ 
wn»  I  left  the  ship,  and  neither  baggege  noc 
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aeimntB  appeared.     I  met  Crisp^  who  was  goings 
with  fKHne  select  sailors  backward  and  forward  to 
the  ship^  to  save  what  they  could  of  Captain 
M^Kinley 's  things.    Crisp  UAA  me  my  servant  wad 
so  frightened^  that  he  did  not  know  what  he  was 
doing.     I  met  an  Irish  sailor^  named  Kelly  ;  he 
had  just  come  on  shore>  with  some  few  things  of 
his  own.     He  offered  to  go  on  board  for  me^  if  I 
would  stand  guard  over  what  he  saved^  while 
absent ;  and^  as  in  all  this  time^  my  servants  had 
not  sent  a  single  article^  I  described  to  him  a 
small  writing  box^  in  a  leather  case^  which  I 
requested  him  to  find^   if  possible^  and  bring. 
They  had  by  this  time  fastened  a  rope  to  the 
stump  of  the  mainmast^  and  also  to  the  rocks ; 
and  in  this  manner  slung  many  articles^  and  got 
them  on  shore ;  however,  in  the  hurry  and  con- 
fusion, the  greater  part  fell  into  the  sea,  but 
many  were  got  up  by  the  sailors.     Kelly  was 
absent  half  an  hour,  and  brought  me  my  writing 
box  safe  and  dry,  slung  over  his  shoulders.     He 
said  he  could  make  nothing  of  Upton  (my  ser- 
vant) that  be  was  quite  stupid.     After  delivering 
the   case,    he  returned  again  by  the  foremast 
to  get  a  portmanteau,  in  which  I  had  a  new  uni- 
form,shirts,andother  personal  conveniences.  This 
he  tried  to  get  over  by  the  rope,  from  the  stump  of 
the  mainmast ;  but  such  was  the  violent  motion 
(fbrUie  sea  Qow  beat  entirely  over  the  ship)  that 
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it  fell  into  the  water^  was  washed  over  the  rocks> 
and  dragged  out  by  Kelly^  who  brought  it  to  me^ 
almost  falling  to  pieces^  and  every  thing  in  it^ 
except  the  linen^  ruined.  The  portmanteau  was 
so  demolished  by  the  wet^  that  I  was  obliged  to 
put  it  into  a  blanket  I  found  on  the  rocks^  to 
keep  it  together. 

In  every  ship^  as  in  every  regiment^  there  are 
some  villains.  The  greater  part  of  the  Lively's 
crew  were  well  conducted ;  but  the  bad  part 
now  broke  open  chests^  &c.  and  got  at  the 
spirits^  and  took  all  they  could.  My  principal 
chesty  in  which  I  had  my  plate^  and  a  variety  of 
articles^  was  opened^  and  every  thing  taken. 
The  only  use  of  Upton  (my  servant)  in  all  this 
business^  was^  that  just  as  he  came  on  shore^  he 
saw  plate  with  the  sailors  which  he  knew  to  be 
mine :  and  he  stopped  a  villain^  who  it  seems 
broke  open  my  chest  with  an  iron  crow^  and  he 
took  some  of  my  spoons  from  him. 

The  first  I  saw  of  Upton^  was  his  coming  into 
the  fort  about  eleven  o'clock^  with  a  valise  of 
Major  Coghlan^s^  which  had  been  plundered  of 
its  contents^  and  which  he  (Upton)  had  filled  with 
various  articles  of  mine^  and  some  few  silver 
forks  and  spoons^  and  four  plated  dishes,  which 
he  said  he  picked  up ;  but,  Upton,  at ,  all  times 
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confused^  was  so  much  so  on  this  occasion^  that 
he  could  scarcely  tell  where  he  found  them ;  in 
short  be  collected  them  into  the  valise  which  he 
had  foo^nd  empty  on  the  rocks. 

The  Admiral  saved  many  of  his  things, 
having  a  most  active  clever  servant ;  but  they 
broke  open  a  mahogany  chest  of  drawers  he  had 
in  the  cabin^  and  stole  many  articles  from  him. 
About  noon^  M'Kinley  left  the  ship^  and  came  to 
the  fort  in  the  utmost  distress. 

The  sea  now  beat  entirely  over  the  vessel^  but 
as  the  officers  expected  to  save  more  things^  if  the 
weather  moderated^  I  left  Upton  to  exert  himself : 
a  bad  person  for  the  business,  but  I  had  no  one 
else,  and  it  was  useless  for  me  to  remain  any 
longer.  General  Oakes,  who  commands  here^ 
sent  two  carriages,  a  sort  of  one-horse  machines, 
peculiar  to  Malta ; — the  Major  and  I  went  in 
one,  the  Admiral  in  the  other.  My  servant  boy, 
Charles,  had  fallen  off  the  mast  into  the  sea,  and 
was  nettrly  drowned ;  he  was  perfectly  deaf, 
stupid,  and  wet  from  head  to  foot,  and  had  lost 
all  his  things,  though  he  might  have  brought 
them  under  his  arm.  1  hired  a  country  cart,  and 
sent  him  with  the  few  articles  the  Major  and  I 
had  saved.  The  officers  all  lost  more  or  less,  and 
such  is  the  effect  of  liquor,  that  a  fellow,  mad 
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^th  drink,  look  a  violin  feefongiYig  fo  iht  licni 
tenant  of  marines,  which  had  been  brought  on 
shore,  and  broke  it  in  pieces  against  the  rotks, 
from  mere  mischief.  What  strange  bein^  men 
are,  when  once  deprived  of  reason  by  liquor,  and 
relaxed  from  that  restraint  to  vrhich  they  have 
been  habituated. 

•  I  cannot  describe  what  I  felt  as  I  contemplated 
this  melancholy  scene : — The  fine  frigate  a  mere 
wreck, — the  sea  breaking  over  the  hull, — th^ 
distress  of  her  worthy  commander,  though  no 
possible  blame  can  be  laid  to  him  i  the  prospects 
of  a  good  set  of  officers  (for  such  the  majority  cer- 
tainly were)  blasted ;  many  having  also  lost  all 
or  most  of  their  effects.. 

A  number  of  Maltese  flocked  to  the  shore,  and 
stole  all  they  could  lay  their  hands  on.  1  find 
that  those  who  had  some  dollars  to  give  to  the 
sailors,  came  off  befet.  These  men  set  all  danffet 
at  defiance,  to  save  a  trunk,  for  two  dollars.  I 
had  no  idea  of  this,  till  too  late,  or  I  certainly 
could  have  got  all  my  light  baggage. 

Captain  M'Kinley  saved  his  pair  of  globes, 
chronometer,  and  some  small  articles.  The 
bringing  the  globes  on  shore  is  scarcely  credible ; 
but  he  was  liked,  and  a  fine  able  fellow,  a  boats- 
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yfmn'i  imM,  pilt  ihtii,  like  Atlas^  on  iiif  head> 
before  the  lii^avis  and  wind  became  so  violent, 
and  being  remarkably  strong  and  active^  brought 
tbekn  safe.  His  senrants^  and  a  gang  of  seamen^ 
did  kM  they  could  to  sare  his  effects ;  for  as  to 
biiBseif>  I  can  positively  state^  he  never  thought 
about  them  :  all  his  attention  being  given  to  the 
ahip.    1  lost  the  greatest  part  of  my  baggage* 

'  At  half  past  twelve/ P.M.  1  left  this  scene  €i 
distress^  confusion^  riot^  and  drunkenness ;  but 
though  many  behaved  ill^  a  great  proportion 
were  well  conducted^  particularly  the  marines*. 
The  foil  filled  with  all  sorts  of  things^  sheep 
tind  pigB  that  were  thrown  overboard^  and  swam 
on  shore^  and  with  spars  and  sailoiK ;  some  were 
stripping  off  their  wet  clothes^  and  others  lying 
drunk^  which  formed  such  a  picture  as  I  had 
never  before  seen.  I  offered  to  stay  with 
M'Kinley>  if  I  could  be  of  any  use ;  but  as  I 
bould  not,  we  set  out  for  Valetta,  eight  miies^ 
over  the  most  extraordinary  country  in  the  world. 
It  appears  like  one  stratum  of  white  rock,  with 
scarcely  any  soil ;  but  in  parts  they  reap 
abundant  crops  of  cotton  and  grapes.  The 
oranges  are  very  fine. 


*  The  Marine  sentry  at  the  cabin  door  would  Hot  quit  his  post  till 
trdcred,  long  after  the  chip  struck. 
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.  1  arrived  at  Florian  at  three  o'clo^^  with  only 
.the  cloaths  I  had  on^  as  the  few  I  saved  had  heea 
all  under  water ;  hut  the  excellent  and  hospitable 
.General  Oakes  supplied  me  with  what  1  wanted, 
and  received  me  with  every  possible  mark  of  at- 
tention and  kindness.  He  ordered  me  apart- 
ments  in  the  palace^  at  Valetta^  gave  me  and  my 
aid-de-camp  an  invitation  to  breakfast  and  dinner 
while  we  might  be  detained.  He  was  this  day 
engaged  to  dine  with  General  M'Kenzie^  but  he 
took  us  with  him.  At  nine^  I  went  to  my  apart* 
mentfl  in  the  palace  of  the  Grand  Master. 

Saturday^  1 1th. — The  heat  here^  at  this  time 
(Of  the  year^  is  intense;  and  among  General 
Oakes's  other  attentions^  there  was  a  carriage 
ready  to  bring  us  up  to  Florian^  to  break&st  and 
dinner^  and  to  take  us  back. 

12th. — This  morningj  the  Major  drove  out  to 
the  wrecks  and  did  not  return  till  late.  I  walked 
about  the  town.  A  packet  arrived  from  Eng- 
land^ and  the  2nd  batt.  lOth  regiment^  which  sailed 
from  Gibraltar  five  days  after  we  did.  In  tht 
evening  we  went  to  the  opera. 

13th. — The  bells  never  cease  ringing  here, 
night  nor  day ;  the  deep  full  sound  of  St.  John's, 
is  very  fine.    There  are  more  saint  days  observed 
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here  than  any  'where  m  Eorope.  I  went  to  some 
shops  to  repair  my  losses^  bat  as  it  was  a  jFfesfa; 
(hoKday)  they  were  all  shnt:  indeed,  the 
Maltese  all  shut  their  shops  daring  the  heat  of 
the  day,  from  noon  tiU  three  o'dock^  daring 
time  they  dine  and  sleep. 


14th. — This  morning,  the  Admiral  and  1  set 
eff  in  a  calash  for  Sit.  Paul's  Bay,  to  viiit  the 
wteck.  We  foand  poor  M'Kinley  in  grea^t 
affliction  for  the  loss  of  the  ship.  The  ofllceri 
and  crew  are  living  in  tents  made  out  of  the  iailsj 
and  kk  the  fort.  The  marines  Iceep  guard: 
Some  men  have  deserted,  but  they  cannot  escape 
from  Malta.  Many  articles  have  been  got  ool 
of  the  hull,  bat  daniaged. 

Boats  were  sent  out  from  Malta,  and  all  the 
assistance  the  dock-yard  afforded,  to  saTe  such 
articles  and  stores  as  could  be  got  oat  of  the 
wreck,  and  they  were  deposited  on^  board  the 
Tridoit.  (I  there  found  a  few  articles  of  niine.) 
Lieut.  B.  and  the  Master  of  the  Liyely,  were 
sent  on  board  that  ship  in  arrest,  as  to  their 
neglect  the  less  of  the  frigate  was  attributed. 


15th. — ^This  being  another  holiday,  I  went 
into  the  great  church  of  St.  John's;  it  uW 
paces  long^  by  90  wide :  the  centre  is  orn^ 


flMNiled'^itJi  Mosaic  tMAatoncs:  of  4m  Knigirii^' 
irittdh  (arm  the  pairttQient^  ftiid  as  noat  bcAutiftdrt 
llhis  Qbwfeh  wail  liory  rich^  partinifarly  in  goll( 
lad  aiti er  laiqn  ^  l)ixl  -tliia  Fnnch'  plundered  it  of 
^pcry.  thing  moYeaUey  except  tfat  iiwe  silvM  gatUi; 
which  was  painted  Uack^  to  conceal  it;  and  atf 
no  one  informed  them,  it  escaped  their  rapacity. 

J'  .  [  !   ..  •••'../-; 

•  fTkie  /oflkeos  of  Ihe  Staff  orermafnifioehOf 
la%edi.in  MaUsa^  and  many,  particularly  tba 
fieonimls^  have.  ocMlntry  houses  idso^  3  tbeivasoalt 
fillKiiDB^.  the.KniglilS'faad  only  a lifeintomt ;  as 
thtf  t|ied»off,  attias  the  Oh^der  hai  faeto  irn  fiK* 
aMiskedy  aoad  all  ita.  estates  4^n  *  tUe  csniti«eiif 
CMfiaqfited^  Aiese  houses  faecamie,  by  degrees^  lbs 
property  of  the  govemmbnt  in  possessioa  of  tho 
island ;  and,  as  almost  all  the  old  Knights  have 
l^id.tht  dabt  of  raitMr<  Uw/fiiie  palaces  (key  in- 
Habited  are  ndw  tamed  into  <Acc*s'  ^naTtenQ 
hiring,  im.  ftoet^  no  ckuuNita. 

(  Jllttto  as;  4  sort  of  ^nromenade  c^polnte  tU 
p«)Mc;.bn.lfae  patade,  where  a  miKtary  band 
plages  t«ei]!s  evenb^  till  ^nigbt.  Tbeve  are  m 
numboMiEcdffeerhQnei  near,  wfaeBe^uttUant  yw 

may  be  had,  and  very  cheap. 

*  .    ■  ... 

(  CfvilB  ;V«cdbfe  k  Jbabt  wvdH  qilM' fr4a 
Xaintta^i  tkt  neat  chanfe  t^ttet  GuJNfaFt,  i| 


m 

pfl^fi^ent,  an4  i$  Ml;  oniaii^eiile4  witti  Hkm 

three  monks^  who  went  into  a  Tanlt  to  hide  theob^ 
9dye»y  at  the  time  the  French  came.  They  shut 
^  drar>  forg^ini^.  i|  oonid  not  lie  opened  fhom 
tbeii^UI^^  atid  pwtslied;  Ctyita  Vecchif  is  fcir-f 
tifie^,  bilt  the  w<tf ^4  «Mr«  quitMUt  of  r^air*  I  w^^ 
into  the  oatacosibs^  hat  wap  ditiq^painted,  Wiaf 
the  wont  I  haye  sean;  Under  the  advent,  neat 
tlmie  catacQiahs^  the  ground  has  the  aape  pro^ 
petty  of  furesefviDg  the  bodlet  <^  those  who  am 
))aried4here>  as  at  Toolaase.  They  ntade  g;r994 
algectioii  ta  shew  any  of  thefte  bodiea^  as  4011MI 
GngUsb  offiMrs  carried  away  a  band  from  0119^ 

however^  a  fee  at  last  opened  the  door*  It  iVflP  •  ' 
nasty  sight :  several  dried  bodies  were  thrown 
together  in '9  porter.  }  ii^ed  a  friaf>  whp  was 
V^ry  p^?ct ;  it  is  iffonderful  how  light  the  bod^ 
iias  becpmej  being  not  ^tbove  fqnrteefi  po9il4l 
ureight.  In  the  outc^ide  roQiq^  th^i^  w^  a  co$f^ 
nFhioh  I  thought  one  of  the  dd  opes ;  tbe  lid  wap 
0W,  and  a  sheet  oyer  it^  th^  man^  upcpvcpred  i^ 
and  I  saw  a  yjsry  pretty  iifomaa  dressed;  and  ' 
lying  there  as  if  asleep  ;  but  it  feejcas  ^he  onlf 
difed  last  night  Aca>rdiDg  to  thp  Maltese  cusr 
toip^  the  dead  are  all  dressed  in  theic  l^$t  clpthe^ 

Andpitt  into  t^ir  cpffin^  and  th«a  curiad  to  tba 
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diurclij  where  they  remain  twenty*four  hoim, 
after   vrhich  the   coffin   is  nailed   downi    and 


The  town  is  smallj  bat  the  houses  are  wdl 

ft 

built  I  took  another  look  at  St.  Paul's  ;  it  is 
built  much  on  the  model  of  St.  Paul's^  in  London. 
The  marble  in  it  is  exquisite ;  the  plding  in  the 
▼auked  ceiling  is  executed  in  a  superior  manner^ 
and  though  one  would  not  suppose  it^  is  in  per- 
fect accordance  with  the  graver  part  of  the 
architecture^  which  is  not  easily  accomplished ; 
much  gilding  and  flowery  decoration^  not  in 
general  coalescing  with  either  Gothic  or  Grecian 


There  is  great  cultivation  all  about  Civite 
Vecchia^  of  cotton  in  particular.  It  is  wonderful 
how  they  collect  the  earthy  and  fertilize  these 
rocks.  They  all  irrigate^  and  have  water  con- 
duits ;  the  app'earance  is  singular^  as  the  whole 
country  is  in  terraces  :  walls  being  built  to  keep 
up  the  earthy  which  otherwise  would  be  carried 
away  in  the  wet  season^  at  which  time  the  rain 
comes  down  in  torrents.  They  keep  the  ground 
remarkably  clean  from  weeds.  After  taking  out 
the  cotton^  the  remainder  of  the  plant  serves  to 
feed  the  cattle^  and  has  the  effect  of  fattening 
them  to  a  great  degree.    The  Maltese  language 
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IS  derived  from  the  Arabic^  and  hu  no  iimihrity 
to  any  other  spoken  in  Europe. 

The  efening  of  the  18th  I  went  with  the 
General  about  four  miles^  to  what  they  call  a 
Fiesta.  We  first  attended  mass  in  a  very  hand- 
ftome  churchy  then  took  ice^  wiQe^  and  refresh- 
ment, with  the  chief  civil  officers  of  the  town ; 
afterwards  were  present  at  the  Maltese  races^ 
which  we  saw  from  a  prepared  terrace :  many 
people  there  were  well  dressed,  and  all  appearin|^ 
contented  and  happy ;  we  returned  to  Valetta 
just  as  it  was  dark. 

At  the  Gapuchin  convent  they  preserve  the 
bodies  ci  the  deceased  brethren.  Numbers  of 
them  are  placed  in  a  large  vault,  and  in  niches, 
dressed  in  their  costume,  as  when  alive.  The 
monks  illuminated  the  vaults  on  the  occasion, 
after  which  I  went  over  Uie  convent :  the  view 
from  it  is  very  fine. 

The  heat  is  so  great,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
change  our  linen  tym  or  three  times  a. day.  The 
greatest  luxury  here  is  the  ice,  and  iced  water. 
Many  of  the  people  at  present  sleep  in  the  air, 
or  in  the  passages  of  the  diflferent  palaces.  Some 
lay  their  beds  regularly  on  the  flags,  and  strip. 
It  appears  strange  to  see  them  dispersed  in  pas* 
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^ftges  Md courts,  as  if  in  tbfe'ufMNi  it  lilttrgt 
hospital. 

QOthi<^-Sy  this  time  I  replaced  suehioM  iirti- 
des  as  were  of  prime  necessity ;  but  as  no  6p- 
^ortanity  offered  of  getting  to  Messina,  I  Wtt 
ttbleto  see  mndi  of  this  singular  spot  Iweift 
round  the  fortifications  near  the  sea^  with  tiib 
town*major,  and  saw  Sir  R.  Abercromrbie'^s  gravd 
in  one  bastion,  and  Sir  A.  Ball's  in  another. 
The  t4ih  regiment  occupies  a  veiyfine  barradt 
near  this  spot  The  heat  of  the  sun^  and  the 
reflection  from  the  rocks,  white  buildings,  and 
white  ground,  are  intolerable.  I  was  obliged  to 
retire  at  twelife  o'clock,  and'  go  to  hM.  till  Wo. 
We  dined  at  three,  which  I  think  a  bad  anrange^ 
nient ;  it  is  the  hotteM  time  of  the  day,  and  witfi 
4he  heat  cf  the  ^nner  and  company^  is  orer- 
powering;  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  iced  witie 
and  water,  would^  be  intolerable,  ^telling  ic^ 
water  is  a  regular  business  all  ^y  in  the  streets* 

03rd.--^l  went  out  early  this  moming'tolCaura 
Point  The  hull  of  the  Li?dy  stiU  keeps  to- 
gether; she  must  have  been  wonderfully  buiH; 
to  stand  such  thumping  so  long  on  such  a  shaip 
Tidge  of  rock.  The  weather  is  now  modefiMe^ 
and  great  exertions  are  making  to  get  out  her 
l^uns  aad  heavy  Mores.    I  went  on  biMrd :  what 


ago !.  iN&irJdl  4ftfM(U«»«»  «n4  half  fk^ 
ivliirii,  iMiiig  bilgtdL  his  itlrp^  ««eiy  thia|f 
UMk^  And  fltibks.w  much,  (kit  Ubey  <iiiif.«eiiflNjl 
imrL  lieiit.  Lechnert  wks^  at  «(ii^i,.iicti«ei 
mi,  dmng  all  In  his  ]iower.  How  miteh  in  Utii 
wurld  often  depends  4mi  tte  aUfhteii  ebMMte! 
if  JUariumrehwl&rtaiiiately  betdtlie  whMi  aitlis 
tiiie  <tf  Aemddmkt,  I  tUnk  the  lively  vmM 
bue  been  ilodr  at.  Messiiia:* 


J         '       ■  I       I    Kl    ■  »■*■» 
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*  If  a  laodsman  may  presume  to  give  «n  opinion  on  saval  a^TS>  I 
•ouTd  advise  •  much  more  senous  examination  for  the  rank  of  Lieoft^ 
IMmt  than  I  betters  It  ttqvir^i  and  acoompamodirith  cMtJieatBi titMh 
fhe  Captains  the  person  served  under.  When  we  consid^  the  .gteaifc 
value  of  a  man  of  war,  the  lives  of  the  crew,  and  the  service  she  may  bt 
foing  on ;  and  ibtk  all  is,  and  must  bfe,  hr  many  hoars  of  the  tfentyh 
four,  in  chaige  and  und^  the  ^ii^aotaon  of « IJentwian^  t^e  ivrp^l>Sb|»9i^ 
of  his  being  in  all  respects  competent,  must  strike  every  one.  I  have 
been  told,  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  good  Masters  for  the  Royal  Navy, 
fiw  pny  btfftg  tolow.  TUs  is  a  point  in  i4iick«ooQaBiy  OMgr  ocMioa 
fPiaUii^tify.  |o  tfiesarvico ;  but,  considering  the  attention  piiid.by  the 
Admiralty  to  this  important  national  object,  1  tn^st  1  shi^l  not.  give 
offence,  by  suggesting  the  propriety  of  not  6Dly  greatly  IncreasSiig  tke 
iHf  ^  te  Mfft«r8,  :so.fi$  to  ^itampr  a»l<ito>»,  %it  else  io  hmnt 
most  rigi4  examination ;  and,  in  time  of  pesupe*  I  think  a  fri^te  or,twf 
eoold  not  be  better  employed,  than  in  the  training  of  fifty  or  sixty  sucti 
eAoei%  and  sailing  with  them  to  various  parts  of  the  worid.  Many  ate 
fULeHeni  lii#f  I B  ill  tlie  OHusael,  who  lotow  nothii^  of . the  nfivfgiKtion 
ff  the  Baltic  or  the  Ke<literranea%  kc  If  juch  a  regulation  Uneiis 
adopted,  lliey  might  take  plans  of 'harbours,  soundings,  Hc.  which  Hfk 

'fiihed* 

b4 


'  The  efenteg  of  tbe  iMtli  I  aceonipMikd  liis 
General  te  Girgar^  five  miles  finom  Florian.  It 
is  only  a  yiUage^  bat  has  a  ma^ificent  chiirdi> 
dedUcated  to  St.  Bartholomew.  As  ciTii  eom« 
missioner^  the  General  is  expected  4o  aitend  the 
Fiesta :  this  was  in  honor  of  the  above  saint. 
There  was  a  grand  mass^  and  exccflent  mnsi^ 
after  whidi  the  saint  was  carried  round  the 
town  in  great  procession,  and  in  which  the 
General^  myself^  and  the  Staff  took  oar  part, 
each  carrying  a  huge  wax  candle ;  after  this,  we 
had,  as  usual,  a  discharge  of  petereros,  and  a  coU 
lation,  ice,  wine,  &c.  in  the  open  air,  in  the 
garden  of  the  chief  man  of  the  village.  They 
•eem  much  gratified  at  our  assisting  on  these 
occasions.  They  are  the  most  strange  dressed 
people  I  ever  saw:  the  French  certainly  left 
them  neither  milliners  nor  tailors. 

A  singular  event  has  happened,  no  less  thaa 
the  arrival  of  Lucien  Bonaparte  and  fieunily :  he 
|iad  embarked  in  an  American  ship,  but  was  de- 
tained by  the  Pomone,  Captain  Barry,  and 
brought  to  Valetta. 

96th.— --The  Martha  transport  is  ordered  to 
Messina^  so  that  at  last  we  shall  get  to  our  des- 
tination.    I  bought  three  good  hones  ba% 


«bofe«liip  dM.iitehiooQ. 
i     '  •    •   •       ■.  :    (i 

i«.  Btnaparte  and  fail  wile  aw  to  he  toigiJI  ai 
Fort  Bicazoli^  until  the  palace  at  St.  7  Antonio  ii 
prepared  fot  them.  Thb  palace^  which  wil^lhe 
MMntry  rendence  of  the  Grand  Masters^  it  Ml 
imlea  horn  Valatta ;  hot  Geneial  Oahei  has  it 
amch  to  do  between  the  miiiiary  and  ei?il  hwri* 
iieai^  that  he  thinks  it  too  dkiant^  and'thetcfaw 
resides  daring  the  sammer.monftha  at  Floria» 
The'  pakoe  of  St.  Antonio  is  an  eitnuttdhsssf 
patched  range  of  conyenient  ami  inamvenieaft 
rooms.  The  gardens  are^  however,  vary  ykrattf. 
The  orange  trees  large  and  beaatifol;  'fine 
myf  tlet,  geraniums,  and  shrubs :  the  wattB  al 
flagged.  The  garden  contains  about  iwalat 
aores.  From  the  ti^  of  the  tower  there  is  a  vtiy 
fine  view,  and  the  cultivation  of  every  spol 
wiiere  there  is  the  least  earth,  proves  the  induitiX 
of  the  Mdtese.  Water  is  most  carefully  pre^ 
served  in  tanks  and  reservoirs,  so  that  they  watae 
the  grounds  every  evening,  and  with  compasat 
tivdy  few  hands.  They  have  a  tank  in  every 
garden  and  field,  and  the  rains  in  the  season  sooa 
fill  them.  There  are  fine  water-works  in  this 
garden. 

Most  persons  who  come  firom  England  at  this 
4iina  of  the  year,  are  attacked  by  either  flnx  as 


It  MAMA, 

t&M  ;  1  iaw  ia*  edtirtfy  csflBpad>lNtt  wnMif^ 
inf  hiom  mach  I  have  gone  ahoat,  and  tlie  gnM 
heat,  1  am  not  sorprued  at  it.  Tbia  day  I  wm 
tHfii46  aana  ay  aerrpa^  UptoB,  to4hel«qiltaL 

Ml  the  iMwes  «ure  ^wdl  bnik,  frith  enery  cmi«» 
•fkimce  agMMt  the  heat.  The  finrCifteatioils  w» 
ftiy  itroDg^  and  moitly  ait  out  cf  the  solid lodc; 
iti^iaM  Tesjr  eKtonrive^  «nd  wi^uU  requiseft  grrat 
giorriMBto  defoid  theai.  The  Fresch^  hideed^ 
«Mn  staged  ovl  after  a  Uoduide  of  toteai 
ai— flM>  It  is  trae^  the  forts  were  thought  tob 
lIlPDflg  to  be  lattacked^  aad  our  iavefting  fMoe 
mjM^  httt  SHMdl.  I  could  not  go  over  aM  Ihe 
works  intnutdy^  Ihe  beat  was  so  vei^  gieat ;  I 
MUteuted  myself  with  a  genend  view.  The  two 
|KRti  are  very  fine^  but  the  eutrance  narrow^  and 
lh€  light-house  but  indiffweut.  Several  batteries^ 
iottie  a  Jkur  d'eaux,  comnand  the  harboov; 
The  North  it  the  quarantine  harbour.  Eveey 
article  of  foreign  produce  can  be  had  here^  and 
fai  abundance^  many  much  cheapw  than  in  Bng^ 
land^  particularly  tea  and  sugar.  The  inh^* 
tants  are  almost  all  ugly ;  but  the  men  Bare  robust 
and  handy^  very  abstemious,  and  very  poor :  tbl^ 
clergy  take  all.  They  have  unproved  mueh 
since  we  have  had  the  island.  It  is  not  a  diottte 
for  women  or  invalids ;  the  heat  and  consequent 
pdnpiration  it  occaaionib  reqjaiies  gnat  stieo^ 
la  support 


4ntM.  il 

1  4Ml  apMtmmtt  in  tte  t}itiii4  MlMar« 
f%dA«e.  The  rooiM  are  tMgniftoent^  and 
Attnfeketf^  And  the  galteries  <»f  coMMuniMtliMi 
<Ai  a  ^nd  stale.  Varidiw  ^^intings^  repraMat- 
ing  Ma  fights,  M^hich  took  place  during  lire  et^- 
iatiBnee  of  tim  extmordinary  Order^  are  plaMi 
<€fn  edl  tlie  v^Sb  of  the  gatteries.  The  tftaifsao* 
tile  easiest  I  ever  eaw ;  otoe  might  Tide  «p  w 
^kmn  :  this  w  well  omtrived  in  so  hot « tlilMita. 
There  is  a  tower  in  one  angle  of •  Ae  paliMte^  f» 
which  I  went  np  twice.  From  it  is  a  most  com* 
plete  Uid's  eye  view  of  the  porC^  the  fntftca- 
tiona,  the  iicmn,  and  the  flarroandiag  eoiittt»y« 
Tlie  armory  is  also  in  the  pidace ;  it  is  latga  «Ml 
very  well  4istribnted,  in  point  of  eStet,  a»  (paeA 
as  that^at  the  Tower  of  London^  or^asiy  llMMte 
teen.    A  variety  of  ancient  armour  ^nd  'iPSsqp0lb 

^  de^lnictfOB  are  preaerv^  «*  it       s  ^ 

•    '•       'I 

9  fotlgat  to  tnetitian  St  RmA^  eelelMMl 
jpcttt^,  which  is  tiaaar  tbe  ^burth  m  XJiVHi 
^^scdila.  l^ey  mty  the  «aint  lived  Aeffe  sAhfe 
4iMe  after  li>is  rfiipwredc ;  it  is  a  datap  caverif, 
is«Oa^ted  wt  of  the  ^HiMe  stone,  ^  wfailHi'th^ 
^Md'  is  composed,  ami  of  oMvse  'has  'fHUfy 
HiMiws  fcfr  %e  siipersfcitioas.  The  UktnA  is  WD 
of  sniMdt4i}<4Mures  made  wfth  the  white  abHHI, 
and  reflects  light  and  heat,  so  as  to  be  painful  to 
sitae  )s»f«fe ;  and  4t  j^Ves  ike  <oatifry  a  'v^^jr  Mrtrea 


aspect  At  first  one  would  suppose  it  an  entire 
BOMS  of  white  rock ;  though  there  are  some  orange 
l^ves  and  single  orange  trees  here  and  there, 
I  never  saw  any  country  so  apparently  destitute 
of  wood.  Cotton  is  their  great  crop  :  here  they 
jraise  it  by  plants,  it  is  sown  and  gathered  in  about 
five  months,  and  then  follows  some  other  crop^ 
so  that  the  ground  is  never  idle.  The  vegeta* 
bles  and  fruit  are  excellent ;  there  are  also  seve- 
ral vineyards. 

Numbers  assemble  every  day  on  the  parade 
before  the  palace,  which  has  the  appearance  of  a 
.continual  masquerade.  Here  you  see  Turitt, 
Greeks,  Algerines,  Jews,  Geitnans,  Maltese, 
Spaniards,  Swiss,  Morocco  men,  English,  Italians, 
Albanians,  &c.  in  short  persons  from  almost 
every  nation  on  earth,  and  all  dressed  in  their 
proper  costume.  The  market  is  excellent, 
though  not  over  clean ;  fruit,  and  every  thing 
beside  in  abundance,  and  I  think  reasonable* 
On  the  whole,  Malta  is  a  most  singular  place, 
well  worth  seeing.  The  hospitality  and  kindness 
of  the  present  Governor  is  beyond  any  I  ever 
•qierienced,  and  he  is  universally  beloved  by 
natives  and  strangers.  Between  the  civil  and 
pulitary  business,  he  is  constantly  employed. 

In  a  military  and  naval  point  of  view,  Malta  it 
of  great  consequence  to  England,  and  its  acqui* 


•ition  mort  (brtanate :  wheiher  we  consider  its 
fine  hsrboQf^  impreg^Ue  fortificstions^  or  itt 
eommercial  advantage^  (being  a  dep6t  for  the 
Lievajit)  or  the  necessity  of  a  safe  port  for  onr 
men  of  war  in  that  part  of  the  Mediterranean,  all 

•  •  • 

prove  its  great  importance.    On  my  retnm  from 

Sicily,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the 

fortifications,  and  other   parts   of  the  island, 

which  1  had  not  sufficient  Imare  to  visit  before, 

an  account  of  which  wiU  be  found  in  the  succeed* 

ing  volume.    The  appearance  of  Malta  at  pre* 

sent,  contrasted  with  its  former  condition  under 

the  Knights,  naturally  called  to  mind  the  revolu* 

tions  which  are  taking  place  in  the  world,  and 

the  important  changes  which  time  and  circum* 

stances    produce  in  opinions,    as    weU  as   in 

governments. 

When  we  consider  the  origin,  growth,  and 
extent  of  the  Order  of  St.  John, — ^the  immense 
estates  it  possessed,  in  every  Catholic  country  in 
Europe, — its  power  and  respectability, — its  high 
estimation,  and  its  fall.  When  we  see  the  island 
now  in  the  hands  of  an  English  garrison,  and  in 
fact  an  English  colony, — the  magnificent  palaces 
of  the  diflferent  tongues  and  of  individual  Knights 
inhabited  by  British  officers,  or  converted  into 
barracks, — the  ports,  formerly  filled  with  armed 
vesseb  and  gallies, — ^now  occupied  by  the  ships 


WiM4* 


^6  er-Jt  M  unpoi»H>le  not  to^  s^fte^t  g^  th/^  insta^ 
ViM^X  of  pplitjcgl  ittgtUtttioiu^  and  the  short  diura^ 
^^^  4tfiU|^.]^imdest  moauiaeiuts.  of  huiRfiii  ftloiy. 


'.'I 


^«  French  nvolutioa  overthrew  ^V  eji* 
Umsdinw^y  Onler>  born  and  fostered  uadep 
fHpeKStitiqa  ai\d  religioug  mAdae^.  li'beestatet 
|t|lid  all  ov^r  EJwrope^  have  beca  eonfifcated; 
Ifpfa  Um^j  and  tbi»  captfire  of  the  ibIj^  in  1798^ 
fcy  t)ie:Fr6ncb;  the  Order  has  heecmie  cofli|drtely 
faitinet  Tbo  Knights  are  almost  all  dead;  I 
lif^ieve aaly  two  rfmain  in  the  island;  and  a(| 
Ihfly  hftd  Unt  a  life  interest^  all  the  property  re* 
iWMiagj  namely  the  palaces^  fell  to  England 
phen  sht  captured  the  island  from  France. 
Great  numbers  were  killed  in  various  action* 
with  the  French;  for  though  they  obtained 
W\kletta  from  the  Grand  Master^  by  asking  for 
H,  the  inhabitants  made  great  resistance  in  th^ 
fiqst  of  the  island. 

During  the  time  of  the  Order^  the  population 
^f  Malta  was  about  two  hundred  thousand  < 
I  helieve  it  is  not  far  short  of  that  number  at 
present.  And  the  inland  certainly  does  not  pror 
duee  ^od  safficient  to  supply  that' population  fof 
ipore  tbaiv  three  months  in  the  year.  They 
depend  entirely  on  Sieily.    Barbary^  however^ 


mtM'tmfflfy  ftovmnm,  if  by  uifMfridMiil  ijkt: 
ttdUMi  pQfti:««nl  ckMMl 

The  Knights  were^  indeed,  magnificently 
WgiMt— 43ittite«  And  •  poot  by  tfaeir  tow  ;  liirt 
lich  m4  lilkffliiiidi  ia  rcdity. 

I  nemf  lav  eoy  ipat  ia  which  tlMte  vm  Urn 
fenftk  attraetion.  I  speak  of  the  M»ll»Hl 
vmea ;  bat  tkey  say  tkne  was  a  very  keatii* 
M laee af  womea daiing ttotitteof  the Qfdkft^ 

bntthat  they  alieaugrated  with  the  FreaeK:  ltd 
certain  that  every  Knight,  being  bound  to  celi- 
bacy, had  hit  nwtiMs;  and  I  cAiiqOC  belitve 
they,  would  haTo  ban  chosen  froai  a  race  wsMf 
aa  mtk  beaulfr  or  attmctioa  aa  the  Mdtoaa 
wameh  hoiw  on  tlse  askiid. 

-  •  • 

Bat  what  astaaiites  aie  mosi  is,  that  flds 
island  of  rocks  should  be  coTcred  with  inhabi- 
tants, while  the  fertile  and  beautiful  STcily 
(wlM^e  natare  seams  so  prodigal)  is  tn^pun^ 
tirely  a  d^isart.  This  dtflbrence,  in  the  present 
iiV»taJM^e,  cawiot  entirely  arise  from  a  differenco 
^  government;  for  the  inhabiiaiitB  of  bi»tii 
countries  taste  of  the  bitter  cup  of  despotism.* 


■aa^^-lM  ■  .   ■  I    \    4- 


*  IdoB0tmeao4»y  this  that  tbtinluihitaato  of  Malta  have  fuffnred 
%7  bein^  under  ED^lisb  goTemnent,— for  that  would  be  untrue !      But 


§lf  MAUTA. 

TlM«gh  thoce  •f  Malta  aire  not  8iilg«et«d  f» 
any  feudal  syatem ;— «i>  iu  there  is  a  great  dtf> 
ference. 

•  •  • 

As  every  reader  may  not  kwiw  the  kiitoiy^ 
of  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jenisalem,  it  will 
not  be  amiss  to  state,  that  this  fiimous  Order 
uras  ^iMnded,  iii  the  year  lOW,  by  Gerard, 
a  FVenchmon,  taking  the'  title  "^  Hospitaliers  ol 
^  Sti  John  of  Jerusalem/'  About  twenty  yeuv 
alter  it  became  a  miUtary  8oeie*y,  and  Rayviond 
Uttpuy  was  the-ftnrt  Gmnd  Masta. 

.  In  reW,  the  Knights  were  driven  ont  of  IW 
lestane,  and  went  to  Cyprms;  where  they  were 
feoeived.  They  then  called  themselves  Knigfale 
of  Rhodes.  The  Order  was  establislml  in  that 
island  above  two  hundred  years,  daring  which 
tiniie  they  were  almost  continually  at  war  with 


tttiilttid  Ml  to  England  by  oonqofltt  I— tikcB,  not  from  the  Kaigli^ 
kut  from  the  French,  witboat  any  capitulation  for  the  inhabitants 
Of  coarse  the  lawa  remain  as  before.  England  has  left  them  all  they 
had,  and  given  them  many  advaniage$  they  had  n^i ;  but  the  power 
ff  the  dngy  renams,  and  the  Maltese  haTe,  in  Uckf  only  chnngedt 
in  better  masters,  and  have  nothing  of  what  we  call  a  constitutions 
^be  King's  commissioner,  with  the  civil  authorities  and  magistrates 
eany  om  the  dvil  govenmient:  and»  I  most  add,  my  conviction,  that 
80  long  as  that  high  situation  is  filled  by  Oeneml  Oahes,  no  Maltese 
wiU  evar  have  to  complain  of  iiyttstioey  severity,  or  oppression. 


tke  Torki^  wbe  finally  drove  them  out^  after  a 
«Mt  obstinate  resifltance^  in  the  year  1909L 
^iffiers  De  Lisle^  Grand  Master,  the  Knight* 
Mid  inhahttanCs  then  went  to  Matta^  which  was 
yiYen  them  by  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 

In  1798,  ike  French,  under  Baonaparte,  got 
fjioascasion  of  the  island.  This  must  hare  hap* 
opened  by  am  understanding  between  them  and 
At  Oraad  Master ;  for  the  place  is  so  strongly 
IbttMad  ^by  nature  and  art,  that  it  might  have 
aM^ned  a  siege  ei  any  daration.  The  French 
-hiid  the  island  for  about  a  year  and  a  half, 
mktn  the  i«habilants,  wearied  by  their  plunder 
Mid  oppression,  rose  upon  then,  and  massacred 
H^  garriAMi  of  Civila  Vecchia;  those  that 
^BtMfed  took  veAige  within  the  town  and  fortl- 
Aoatidns  of  Ia  Valette.  Here  they  were  Mock* 
•dad  by  an  English  squadron  and  three  English 
tiattalioBs  f»r  nearly  two  years ;  their  provisions 
teing  then  out,  they  were  obliged  to  surrender 
iD-ttw  Brilirii  forces.  l%e  French  were  pom* 
mandsd  by  General  Vaubois.  By  the  ninth 
trCide  of  capituktion, — "  All  Maltese,  of  what- 
f^  eiw  steta  they  may  be,  who  wish  to  follow 
f  Ae  French  ariny>  and  to  go  into  France  wiA 
f'  Utmt  pra^perty^  AM  be  at  liberty  to  do  so/' 
Uater  thin  arCiele,  I  am  told,  great  numbers  cf 
the  women  accompanied  the  French.     Malta 

w 
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.was  always  considered'  as  a  flef  to  Sie^y;  m4 
the  Knights  paid  the,  Kin^  of  -Sicily  a  hawl( 
e^very  year  as  the  consideration;  and  i^s  ^jprq^ 
bation  to.  the  nomination  of  tba  Bishop  of.  Malt* 
was  necessary. 

Ik 

j,  The  Order  consisted  of  a  Grand  Matrterf  find 
two  thousand  Knights  from  the  different  Ranija« 
Oathplic  states  of  Europe*  They  were ;  divi^c^ 
^nto  langues  or  tongues^  nine  in  "imavbeCj,  %\t^ 
three  in  France ;  two  in  Spain  ;  twp  ^n,  'Cefr 
anany ;  one  in  Portugal ;  and  one  i^  It«Jiy,«^ 
These  were  again  sub-divided  •  into  comlpajidiee 
•ries^  from  which  the  Order  received.  ijte.anMEU^ 
revenues.  There  v^ras  formerly  an  Eng}i«Ii 
tongue^  which  ceased  many  years » ago.  Ttu^ 
had  estates  in  almost  every  other  country  .in 
Europe^  which,  with  the.private  fortunes  of  inf 
dividuals^  occasioned  a  great  expenditure. in  tbii 
amall  island^  as  well  as  what  was  gpe^it  on  tte 
.magni6cent  palaces,  churches,  and  fortificationa. 
It  heing,  in  fact,  a  religious  mjUtai^y  Gard«tt 
their  power  was  very  grfat^  an^  whije^  tbe 
.church  plundered  the  inbfibit»nts,  the  raijitary 
made  slaves  of  their  Turkish  prisoners ;  jso  Uiat 
jWith  the  aid  of  money  and  many  hands  enil)Ioyedi 
thfi  wonderful  excavations,  ramparts^  and  ditchesx 
'l^f  out  of  the  solid  rock,  w:ere  accompUshed..    : 
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*  Neatly  a' thousand  Knights  resided  here; 
odieriB  were  employed  in  the  land  or  sea  service 
bf  the  nations  to  ivhich  they  belonged^ — subject 
ftowever  to  reside^  in  their  turn^  ^t  Malta!: 
^^6  'person' could  be  admitted  as  a  Knight^  with- 
out being  able  to  trace  a  noble  ancestry  fbr 
MVien  hundred  years;  and  serving  a  certain 
ifumber  of  campai^s  against  the  Turks.  II 
mzg  also' requisite  to  make  a  vow  of  chastity^ 
and  swear  never  to  be  at  peace  or  in  amity  with 
liie  Turks;  or  other  Infidels ;  and^  of  course, 
to  be  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

•  In  the  year  1565^  thfe  Turks  attacked  Malta 
Hith  forty  thousand  ihen^  and  took  Fort  St.  Elmo;, 
'nfter  kiniAg  or  wounding  every  man  of  that  gaiK 
oKmii;  But*  the  brave  La  Valett^,'  then  Grand 
-Mbster^  continued  a  most  obstinate  resistance'; 
ilnd^  at  length;  obliged  the  Turks  to  rcdse  the 
«sege,  and  reHre,  having  k>st  thirty  thousand 
aoei.  After  this  La^Yalette  laid  the  first  ston^ 
(Hi  thij  year  1506^)  of  the  beautiful  town  caHed 
mfter  hitn  t  it  was  finished  in  1571 1  the  different 
CSatholic  Kings  of  Europe  contributed  larg'e 
mms  towanb  its  ^eKpen^e.  Thef  struts  mtersect 
«ft€li'  other 'at  right  angles^  antt-ai^  all  paved^^ 
br  rather'  flagged.  The  K'niglits  <at  le<|st  the 
{qwcipal;  ones)  had  all  cttmitry  •  hoo^u, '        ^ ' 
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.  It  may  not  rbe  amiss  to  addj  ihfitj  m  we  t0ok 
Jthc  island  frpm  t||ie  Firenchj  Uiougli  assisted  hj 
4be  inhabitants^  still  our  sovereignty  rests  on 
conquest :  the  Order  beings  de  factQ,  abolished. 
The  English  landed^  it  is  tnie^  as  allies  to  the 
people ;  stilly  what  remained^  were  mere  subject 
Ip  the  Order^  and  no  treaty  was  made  with  them; 
jprobably  the  first  intention  of  the  British  govern^ 
ment  was  not  to  keep  the  island^  but  to  act  with 
|t  according  to  circumstances  at  a  general  peace; 
but  finding  the  very  great  importance  of  MaMi» 
they  most  wisdy  determined  to  retain  possesHioft 
of  it.  The  inhabitants  are  undoubtedly  benefited 
by  IhaA  determination ;  but  stilly  as  there  was 
no  treaty  with  them^  and  as  it  has  changed  fitma 
A  post  pur^y  military^  to  one  partaking  also  of 
commerce^  many  difficulties  have  arisen ;  ^n^ 
as  too  often  happens  in  such  cwWj  at)d  I. be- 
lieve with  every  gov^qment^  ^  matters  are  left 
]to  find  their  own  levels  and  a  portion  .of  discon* 
4ent  is  the  c«[iq^uence.  The  kte  remonstcuioe 
i^om  sopie  persons^  cannot  be  accounted  lor 
otherways.  1  ^c^  bcspir  testimony  to  the  ability 
4yf  General  Oakes^  and  his  fitness^  in  every 
tespect,  for  tfae^  situation  of  civil  commiflsioner^ 
jmd  commands  of  U^  fovfieB  in  the  island,*rr!* 
4rf(ees  of  importance^  and  no  doubt  attended 
with  difficulty^  gi^d  re<|uiring^  what  be  possesaes, 
a  good  heart  and  a  sound  head*    The  duty  of 


civil  commiMioBer  wiU  ever  be  most  tnhioiit 
and  troublesome^  until  a  reformation  of  the 
Maltese  code  of  law  takes  place^— -a  code  no 
longer  applicable  to  its  situation ;  but  of  whidi 
the  numerous  English  merchants^  settled  in  the 
island^  have  more  reason  to  complain  than  the 
people ;  as  the  latter  have>  at  all  events^  what 
they  always  had ;  and^  I  believe,  no  person  will 
attempt  to  maintain,  that  they  are  in  Any  respect 
worse  off,  than  in  the  time  of  the  Order. 

It  is  no  easy  matter  to  change  or  amend  long 
established  laws  and  customs,  however  necessary 
it  may  be ;  but  the  entire  system  of  government 
in  Malta  certainly  requires  revision. 
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CHAP.  III. 


tiepArtute  from  Malta — Arrival  at  Messina — 
View  of  Murals  camp  on  the  opposite  coast — 
Occupation  of  the  Messihese — Xaval  sldr^ 
tnishes — Descent  of  a  brigade  of  Murat9 
army  at  St.  Stephano — Capture  of  the  Cor- 
siean  battalion — Murat  breaks  up  his  camp, 
'and  retires  from  the  coast — Reflections  on 
his  late  conduct — Wretched  state  of  the  Car- 
rere,  or  Great  Prison — Dried  specimens  of 
Monks  in  the  Franciscan  Convent — Initiation 
of  a  Nun — Convent  of  St.  Gregorio. 

August^  Wednesday  29th^  I  embarked  at  ten 
o'clock^  A.M.  on  board  the  Martha  transport^ 
Lieutenant  Cole^  of  the  R.N.  as  agents  being 
on  boards  likewise  an  officer  and  a  party  of 
Watteville's  regiment;  we  sailed  immediately. 

The  entrance  of  the  harbour^  as  I  observed^ 
is  narrow ;  and^  as  the  wind  failed  us  just  as  we 
were  at  the  mouth  of  it^  we  were  nearly  on  the 


great  exertioti,  ^e  clewed  wh^n.jwt  tDuchiiig^! 
4^r  "Mte  'got^  oui;  Uic^'  current  Mffm  {n  our  fatfd^i! 
Tbe  two  aext  dftys  we  made  little  way  tiU  tfae^ 
<ri$nmg  of  Ui^  31  st^  when  we  cameiudght  oii 
SipUy.;  .'•-:.:  .1 


.  f  f 


Sept.  Ist. —  I  was  called  up  at  day-light  Uh 
look  at  Mount  iEtna^  wh^'ch  we  saw  very  plainly^ 
^eiijlg' off  Catania.  At  noon^  we  paii8€!d  Ta^r- 
iliin)im  with  a  fin«  j^eeze;  it;  is  carioiiilIy;Uttt.^ 
%|ed  o^  B  mountain.  Th$  WAter.  is  i^ery  4o^« 
CJLose  to  the  shore,  and  we  coasted  along,  vftyr 
i^r  ^t,  Sicily  appears,  to  be  a.  most,  piptaresqn^; 
country.  At  5  P.M.  c^pie  in  Bight  ^ofMesliiWw 
and  anchored  in  its  beautiful  harbour  before 
4^k^  and  I  announced  my  arrival. 


* 


.Snd.--^This  .morning  early  ,piv  horses  woR^ 
hMided ;  I  was  yery  unwell^  and  could  not-  go/ 
on  sh^re  before  noon.  Ther6  are  no  qnaf*. 
Ifijdt  assigned  for  the  staff  at  Messina.  We  ren 
ceiv^  JW  allowance^  and  are.  to  proyide  as  itk 
EnglfQd^  which  is  frequently  very. .  difficult.  - 
Oiuf;horses  had  to  stand  on  the  Marino  the  whole 
day.— The  heat  very  great.  Lieutenant  Cole 
cwiily  walked  with  me  to  several  hot^ls^  bat  all 
wef e  full ;  just  as  we  decided  to  return  on 
board  the  Martha.,  I  got  quarters  at  the  I^ion 

F4f 


9^0t6.  TI»raoai$  were  gMdf,  WtArfy;  m^M^' 
SQdi  a  6Uhf  pusa^e  to  get  to  them  as  Ura* 
biglily  diggu«ttng.  I  dined  witH  Sir  J.  Stflart> 
cotaniander  of  the  forces*  There  hai  been 
mart  firing  att  day  between  our  batteries  and 
the  enemy's.  Their  camp  is  perfectly  viaiUe 
without  a  glass;  and  Calabria  appears  very 
dosb. 

'4^-«-This  mcnrning  we  perceiyed  the  enemy's* 
iotiHa  in  motion ;  our's  got  under  weigh,  and 
ilood  over  towards  Calabria.  An  action  took^ 
pjaee,  whi^b  lasted  two  hours :  several  of  Mtk 
ftttls  boats  were  damaged.  In  the  evening  there 
heavy  firing  between  the  batteries. 


5th. — Early  this  morning  severa!  morementsr 
were  perceived  in  Murat's  camp.  At  9  A.M. 
eur  flotilla  got  under  weigh,  and  stood  across. 
The  French  army^cune  down  to  the  shbire,  as 
if  to  embark ;  but,  at  the  approach  of  our  gun- 
boats, marched  up  again  to  the  heights.  About 
10  o'clock,  A.  M.  a  tremendous  cannonade  took 
place  ;~well  supported  on  both  sides.  One  of 
our  frigates  and  two  men  of  vrar  brigs  weighed^ 
and  stood  over,  and  attacked  the  enemy's  bal* 
tents.  For  nearly  three  hours  a  continual  «re, 
flpom  at  least  fiOO  pieces  of  cannon,  was  kept  up. 
The  effect  was  beautiful  beyond  descriptioa. 
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MtMiar  tide,  ^tUkM,  t^peaf  to  litfre  raftred 
umA ;  and  about  oii»  o*d#€kj  1^.  M.  the  afAllr 
ended.*    We  had  half  a  dozen  aieii  killed  or 
wounded.    Murat  is  supposed  to  have^  in  all^ 
600  boats  of  tfanspoit^  whicb^  on  an  avenge^ 
would  cany  about  50  men  each:   they  appear 
like  a  wood  of  masto :      We  can  count  above 
400.    Many  think  he  has^  thirty  thousand  men ; 
this  I  do  not  believe.     He  may  have  twenty 
thousand ;  and^  in  my  private  opinion^  it  n  all 
a  diversion  to  keep  this  army  in  cheeky  and  pie- 
vent  any  part  of  it  from  being  sent  to  Spain. 
Our  eflfective    force^    fourteen  thousand  nen^ 
occiipy  a  line  close  to  the  sea^  with  the  strong- 
est  country  in  the  world  behind  them^  having 
many  fiumaras^f    leading  from  the  sea  to  the 
mountains.    We  occupy  a  strong  posi  on  Oucii-» 
raci  heights,  and  also  at  St.  Placidp.    The  army: 
is  under  arms  every  nMNming  an  hour  befdn^ 
dayrlight.      The  greater  part  is  concentrated 
between  Meastaa  and  the  Faro^  opposite  Murat's 


f  U  «M  aftoNMfdt-  MCciUdwd-tliit-ttirFiwicU  luitwif Bill  una,' 
ioth  of  their  flotilla  and  army.  They  had  a  Lieutenant  de  Vaisiea% 
ttii'an-  efldsry  and'  MVeA  toldleni  of  t^e  lOist  regiment  kltTed;'  and 
tmrntikof  1h»lNPab  vftNTiiitariB  this  action. 

f  A  Fiaman  ii  a  moantain  torrent  coarse.  In  Sicily  they  are  dry* 
tha  greatest  part  of  the  year,  and  many  of  the  communicationt  vitii' 
the  country  ar«  through  them. 


^  ANGLO-BIfillilAll  rOBCE. 

aunp;  The  Entire  line  «tead»  to  TionnifciA 
forty  miles;  Ijttt,  iDeyond  St.  Plafcido  tiefCi 
are  only  small  d^tadinient».  '  ;    '     . 

The  following  ate. the  regiments  and  the  ^•> 
tribttUon  of  the  Anglo-SiciUanaimy,  Sept;  ISIO^ 

■  • 


.  Sir  J,  Stbwart,  Commander  of  the'Fofcea ; 

*  Lieutenant-General  I-ord  Foebes^ 
\  Adjutant-General,  Major-General  Ca»»ppei*l 
* '  Quarter-Master  General,  Colonel  Don k i  n  4 

Commanding  Engineer,  Lieut.-Col.  Brice  ;       ,    ^ 

♦  Chief  of  tbe  Medical  Staff,  Dr.  Fhanklin  3       '  *    ^ 
Commiwary-General,  Mr.  Bergman. 


r 


CAVALRY.  '    *     * 


J  Major-Gcnelai  Spencer. 

Qu«rtars#'   • 

SOth Ligbt  Dragoons.  •  •  •  •  •  4  •  •  •  •  .Messind,  . 

Foreign  Troop.  •  • . • •  •  .Ditto. 

SicUian  Cavalry,  Val  de  Noto . .  • . .  Mtlazto. 
I 

UOTAL  ARTILLERY.^ 

Colonel  Lemoine. ••••••••  .Messina  if  detachments. 


*  The  military  reader  wiU  perceive  by  tbe  above  dittiibiitiG%  tfiat. 
the  army  was  not  brigaded,  as  is  uaaal,  on  service.  Poiftiblyy  beisf  «t 
that  time  one  of  garrison  and  defence,  it  might  not  be  necessary  tp  pnt 
itinCo  regular  brigades ;  in  my  hamble  opinion,  however,  it  would  have 
btea  a  better  arrangement,  particularly  as  it  might  have  been  obliged 
•uMeol/  tt  tak«  tbe  field;  moreorcri  it  is  tbe  practieis  in  til  anniet. 


• 


t  Quarters. 

* 

Major-Genend  CocKBUBN^t-rCoIonel  Aib£T«  ...  J 

Sod  Light  Infantry • St.  Placido. 

Two  Rifle  Companiee.  «•;••••••;•  JkTe/t. 

44th  Regiment,  lat  Bi^ttalioa, *«  ^      '  '-.:' •,::'i 

WattevUles.  •••••••• >  Messina. 

Chasseurs  Britapniqiies  «••#•«•  ^ 
81st  Resiment,  Ist  Battalion  •••••»  ConltssOf       '^  t*{i 
Srd  Battalion,  German  Legion  •  •  •  •  Tormesieri. 
Dillon's.  •••••••••••«•  t.  f  •  •  .IT^nntiitivf. 


«r      .   '  <      »■«      «• 


Major-General  White. 
1st  Battalion,  S7th  Regiment.  •  -^ «  ^ ' 

1st  Ditto         SIst  Ditto >  atadct  Messkm 

Detachment    S5th  JDittb..  ...•/.) 


'  f  ^  4   •    M  « 


SECOND   OR   NORTHBIIN  DIVISION* 


.«       .-r    -^       •'      ''^      ' 


Major^General  M^Farlane. 
;     Brig.-Geo.  Bikgham^— Brig.iGeii;  HEirtiBER.*  ' " 

Lieut^-CoL  SjiiTH,  Staff.  •  •    •  ^  —^ 
Gi«|ia€lierBattaIiom*'«*  •••#•- A  :  ^  •  '"'  '  '^i 

)8t  Light  In&ntry*  «<••««•••  •!  *  :\      •'      3 

JOth,  l8t  Battalion. ...........  \si»-,aiir  ^  i3<m^ 

fth^ditto.,, ........>         ^-^^       f. 

68th,  ditto L  .,.t 

6Siid,  ditto 


ftlst,  ditto 

^— % 

Many  thought  (bat  how  fcr  Hiay  <w»  ootwol,  I  twiBut  mi)  Ihil  Hm Wl 
jufaior  arrangements  were  left  to  the  A^jutaiit-Oeueral  Cinpbell.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  the  Commander  ofibe  Foicas  h«4 •.vwd^^.aii^llinr wMfM. 
^vfiness  eu  his  hands^  and  bis  tine  was  fuiij  employed. 


19  maxhaoauMK  vombl 

,  QoKtan. 

Rolle's. .Beif^ofCueuraci. 

Calalvefe..  •••**«'•••• -fow. 

•    '       -       • 

Coknel  HvLL. 
fnd  Battalion 27th  Regiment..  •  .Melatto. 

Major-Ommral  Du  PlatY  . 
Itti  Batt.  of  Oermsnr  Legion Syracuse. 

Cbloniel  Du  Platt. 
4di  Batt  of  Grerman  Legion  •  • .  .Augusta. 

Major^Geheral  Honsdedt. 
Ml  Bltt  of  Grermaa  Legion.  •  •  •  Trassonu* 

The  Sicilian  army^  M^hich  consists  of  12^000 
men,  including  Germans  and  Neapolitans^  is  all 
at  P^lermp^  the  Val  de  Noto  cavalry  excepted ; 
but  I  am  told  only  part  of  them  are  cloathed : 
the  German  and  Neapolitan. regiments  are  very 
good.  It  must  appear  strange^  that  at  such  a 
moment^  no  part  of  that  infantry  is  at  the 
threatened  point ;  and^  con'sidMng  the  sums  we 
lavish  on  this  government^  such  conduct  surely 
justified  the  opinion  which  many  express^  namely : 

that  the  Sicilian  Court  is  at  present  more  in  the 
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•f  Uie  MU A  and  Freodi  reginienl;^  see  Appendix. 


Freneli  interett  than  in  ours.  Theie  are  a  gfeat 
number  of  volunteers  enrolled,  but  tbej  ani 
without  organization  or  pr«f)>er  arms. 

6th. — ^Nothing  extmordinaiy  occorrei  tUjp 
day.  In  the  cool  of  evening  i  walked  up  th* 
jnain  and  other  streets;  fill  were,  like  thepeoplf^ 
ahocfcingly  dirty.  The  people  are  bu^  #Qi* 
gaged  in  lousing  themselves, — all  ages^  sesM^ 
find  almost  conditions,  are  without  the  leas^ 
shame,  hard  at  work  at  this  occupation;  ani4 
men^  women,  and  children  squat  down  in  th# 
streets^  for  certain  occasions^  without  ceren^poy; 
The  under  part,  or  street  story,  of  almost  eveiy 
-hQuse  is  a  shop,  either  for  sale-qr  wroxk,  witHi  m 
large  gate  like  that  of  a  coach  house,  4tnd  thi^ 
they  throw  open  (or  air,  so  that  all  oparfttians 
|tre  going  on  in  the  open  street.  Shoemak^r^ 
carpent^,  tailors,  sale  shops,  &c. 

7th. — ^Thexe  was  a  small  af&ir  wit^  t|ie|;i|np 
bpats  this  mornings  and  an  alarm  at  nighty  on 
which  I  rode  out  to  Gontessa ;  M^r  Sclitt^, 
Sd  German  Legion,  reported  to  me,  thjut  fmmt 
boats  passed  near  our  picquetSj  and  gavfs  t)^ 
proper  countern^gn;  they  aflem^ds  fijned  ^ 
the  picquet,  but  got  off  from  the  darkness  of  tho 
night :  this  occasioned  ^e  alarm,  wfaiiA,  how- 
ever,  was  not  general. 


f§  NAYAi'  SKIRMISH. 

^  lltfi.-^Tliis  morning/at  nine  A.M.  theWarrior 
fend  y irtorious/ of  74  guns,  Captafins  Sprangcf 
and  Talbot;  with  two  frigates,  and  three  gun 
brigs,  got  under  weigh,  and  stood  down  to  the 
fljay  c^TPentemele,  near  Reggio.  A'  number  of 
fcur  gun-boats  also  went  down.  About  half  past 
<en,  ttey  attacked  the  French  division  of  trans^ 
jkki%  and  boats  at  anchor  there,  and  as  th« 
JPre'nth  batteries  opened  on  the  men  of  war, 
ft  heaVy  Are  was  kept  up  for  nearly  two 
ilburs.  It  was  a  beautiful  sight;  the  Galabriaii 
Mountains,  and  the  French  camp,  formed] 
^th  Messina,     a  beautiful  panorama.      I  in- 

Sj^ecfed"  thi*^  44th  this  morning  on  the  Terra 

•  .       «  » 

NuoVa,  near  th^  Citadel,  from  the  ramparts,  off 
Wrich  we  could  see  this  action  very  distinctly: 
Our  ships  were  managed  with  great  dexterity ; 
itnd,  from  the  depth  of  water,  were  able  to  go 
very  close  to  the  batteries.  About  two  o'clock^ 
P.M.   the  ships  returned  into  harbour.     The 

m 

French  had  several  boats  sunk,  and  other 
damage  done  to  their  works,  and  to  the  town  of 
Reggio.  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is 
trifling ;^  but  a  33-pound  shot  went  through  the 
WaftrioF's  main-mast:*  this  is  a  heavy  loss.  They 
liiive^iced  it  up  for  present  use ;  but  she  must 


^'— 7^— ^-^-^*~-     'I       ■■-     ■    —  — ■     f  it r» 

t  A  mainmast  ii  wortb  4^400.  ^  .  j 
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irjiTAL  SURMISBBt.  i!9 

a:  Wtw  />Due.  We  may  w^  say  ^'^Qiue  lejeu 
ne  vallut  pas  lajchandelle^'  Asi  Uiis  case.  It  k 
indeed  most  absurd^  to  send  line  of  battle  ships 
W  this  jBervicc ; , small  craft  and  gun*  brigs  are 
«thie;  proper  class  £6r  jBadkbusiness^  > 


M  *  t 


:  ThelStb,  irode^withLordPorbestotheFanf, 
mA  savr.alLonr.line.of  defence  jiortb^ard  of  M^^ 
;sma,  Ivisited  the  top  of  the.  FWo  Tower:  frohl 
hence,  the  Castle  of  Scilla»  the  entire  Streigfats^ 
dbetQwn  of  Messina^  the  Calabrian  Mountains^  tb6 
iF^roncb  and  English  camps^  and  the  shipping 
^nd  flotillas^,  presented  as  beautiful  a  Tieir  as 
ican  be  imagined.  The  Faro  is  about  eight 
Jrish.^ilea  from  Messina ;  the  road  to  it  is  excel^ 
lent.  Several  military  roads  of  communicatioii 
Mve  been  made  from  the  coast  to  the  mountains. 
We  went  round,  by  the  lakes  i  up  to  the  New 
jUdpubt,  and  on  the  hill  near  the  Faro  Superior* 
iStramboli  looked  very  well  from,  the  heightsL 
As  the  evening; sun  struck  on  the  French  camp 
^;thb  clter  atmosphere,  every  object^  even  to 
^^piSit .  himsdf^  xau  be  distinctly  se^n.  Th^ 
•French  have  spme  heavy  gnns^  and  throw  shot 
Across  into  tlie  camp  of  .the  58th,  which  is  on  the 
^otber  side  of  the  Fa^o.  The  hills  are  covered  wi  A 
itbe .  priddey.  pear  .  or .  with,  vinfes ;  arid^  cm  oat 
I  xmi  through, .  a  hrmh^nmd  of  Arfautns  ;  ibut^ 


flu  MiTAL  SKIBMISHn. 

iboBgli  .00  fine  a  dinwte;  Aey  wen  WfltoraUe 
«Qispajsad  mtk  oars  in  Irdani. 

FiXHB  the  ]2di  to  the  ITth,   nothing  extn* 
ordinary  took  pboe*    The  forenocm  of  the  17th 
sereral  French  boats  came  out^  onr^s  got  under 
.way>  and  soon  all^  a  smart  ^ctioil  coamienced, 
I  got »  boat  at  ibt  Marino^  and  went  oat  to  see 
it.    The  fire  wbb  heavy ;  but  it  is  astonishing 
Mow  little  damage  was  done   to  eitiier  party. 
Oar  .flotilla^  v^di  consists  of  more  than  100 
-ll^n^hottts,  is  manned  by  Sidtian  sailors^  each 
iMMit  carries  one  18  or  di  pounder^  and  has  iaJso 
ftboat  fix  fin^isb  soldiers  ;  part  are  commanded 
hy  8iciliaii>  and  part  by  British  officers.    There 
Are  nearly   S060    SicUian    sailors    employed. 
Every  one  allows  that  bodi  cheers  and  men 
Mve  uniformly  bdiaved  w^  before  the  enemy. 
Jit  is  impossible   to  conceive  iany  thing  more 
JNMiutiful  than  these  actions ;  the  scene  formei 
l»y  the  two  armies,  and  the  picturesque  country 
Ml  both  sides  of  the  streights,  with  the  smoke, 
the  noise,    and  echo  of  the  cannon,  under  a 
Mrene  sky  and  in  full  sunshine,  are  altogether 
fine  beyond  description.    This  day  the  flotaUa 
nancenvred  more  than  usual,  and  the  effect  was 
aeoordingly  most  interesting ;  after  about  three 
liaars  actioa  and  a  great  expenditure  of  powde#j 


^/  im^«/calfo(i  te^*  imtify  tha.  ^dMte  of  thm- 
fleet'aife  ib^liaiiMMlr;  /  ..//.< 

#ebdy  qnicft  hsi;  ni(^ht.*  )  ^ivw  crfit  jMt  ibeftw 
midtfig^t;  wHh^^  Itttle  a^j^crMion  ^t  what>Wtti 
fo  happeti  a;  ifei^  hiiimi  after.  'At  h  A.Mi  ^"f&ji 
6r^rly  MMJ^aMt^aMe  to  tny  Tfiom/  and  ittforneA 
foe/ the  ^reni4  Had  ^ndM^Mtttb^of  €0|iteiM%[ 
and  thirt  my  IVf^sUiik-bft^dd  w^m  gMiag^«^ 
HM  araisi  '1  'iiaaleiiaiiily^oi  %  and  todeitid 
iratdsT  CotiMML  :>  -i  found'  dk^  '44^^  ^ragSaimit? 

1ifagAifea«.   4  foMuiia*^  1iad>  %  1m>i^ 

4ft  -orderly  ^Jba^o4i^^<f^  i  was  tbddMidft 

to  lientenant-ColdndHawkb)  at-^heimi^n^ 

tfas&t  I  had  DO^detay.  My  <Ald4de42airip/  MiJM 
Ctighlan,  waa  eanfin^  to  &ia^  befd,  hi  leoMia 
^uence  of  a  aever ^  accidMit  r  notwiOlMitaridAm 
whieb^  lie  got  h4§  horse  as  ^806^'  as  he:ca«dd«^:da4 
Ibtt^Ared  me:  I  moved  on  wil(i'<li^'44th^na 
people  e^er -advanced  in  gMater.tfilMcaj  ordiVj 
andspiritfl,  than  this  regimentialmoBt  all  9«eiii 
my  countrymen.  We  marched  to  San  Stephano^ 
ftfitMve«i  ttiiles;  intwo'hottW;  Wid,  condubring 
Ibe  heat  df  -  tbi  morning;  iuid  Mw  theaqeni  itqsstm 
kttdedtc  ^McMding •  to  ihe  .afetaiting  crd^i  \ 


padHib:  Mat$r4bttr tnuild^  iteiMU/^ tl^lMft  oM^ 
^.  it  WB9  a  iMndeifiii  exwtioik  .  Aj$Am  I  mml 
nho  mention  ii  m  a  m»go^  bM^  wtiteb  w«tt 
scarcely  be  bdieved^  that,  wkM^.  ItalteA  near. 
San  Stephano^  not  ,one  division  had  lost  ils  dis<* 
faHioe.  The  Ufie>«f  defence  urns  nnder  tb^  di- 
iwljoA  and  ofmwand  of  Li^itf^-Croaerol  Lor4 
Fcfhea:  Hi^  L^xdsbip  Mfa«  out  tVHtiiig  soma 
IMffi  df  the.lio«.ali|iMt  eveiy  nighlt;.  h^t,  on  Ihja 
AMmOQ^  '1m:  did  not  reoeiv«  ajveport  pf  th« 
IfMding^  until  aftar  I  ^4  I  4h<«ii)4  .certainly 
haie  coastdered  i(  my  jdaty  to  ha^ir^  apprised 
hiai  the mmfi^nt.  I  beaxdoif  it;  b»t  I  did  n«t 
^ttMaive  jt  poteil^  the«$,  cqald  h$m  been  ^aob 

Mg^^  a»  not  ^  jMpiort  to  hint,  from jmt  w^ 

pmU  in  (he  first  itis^«c9 ;. aqifl  J  wwiqamiiMi 
aft  jthd  galea  of  Mfmn^  tM  bis  ii0rdshjihb«4 
gen^ott.  Tbis^  bpwetec  vnv$  not  the.  pasw 
aa  fat  only  cam^  up  with,  m  just  before  ire 
anrimd  at  San  St^hano^  havings  lilc^inj^elf^  set 
^  the  nMMnt  he  beard  what  b^pt^aad^  It  i* 
antngmlar  &ct^  that»  on  this  occ^sionj  'Wh«|i  tha 
FreMb  aetaally  landed  the  fjarni  guns  wart 
nalfired^  tbongh^  aooften^  atQtbtftiweSi  when 
there  mn  no  atti^Jc  whateFer* 

Near  Mili  wc  saw  fwty-fire  French  boalf^ 
sAuiding across  towards  Reggie;  and^  somiitflari 
wemetaaoQcer^  wba  in&rowd  as  the  gmtar 


put  of  Clui  Ibfd*  hmled  iMd  Ite-eihlMuliirt  ki 
ttMM  iMtis,  ftdd  that  the  MmaiiHkt  had  cVN 
mMlered:  Wb«ter«r  «>w  til*  «fe)«9t  oil  «M« 
«B^i€dititm  4am  exutKple,  (oitikeFreiiclt^fficefv 
catted  k,)  it  mtiriely  fttildL 

AlAiMigh  CoftteMi  i$  three  lAS^  n«lrer  Om 
pami  of  landing  than  Metmna^  stilly  fttiA  HM 
nature  0i  the  gtHMind^  the  flask  ef  fire-arim  aC 
St  Stej^Uiino  eovM  be  seen  frote  Aie  Citad«l/ 
tiioug;^  not  fi!Mi  Conte^ssa :  aii4  se^  Httfe  idetf 
ImmI^  ikiy  brigade,  at  Contemn,  of  any  liadflftg; 
tfattt  Ccd^itei  AdaiiiF  ^aa  on  the  point  of  dfomfal'' 
Aag  the'  9tst  regiment  from  their  uraal  paraMte^/ 
of  an  hour  before  day-Hgbt ;  when  an-  ordleriy 
drt^oon  fode  np^  and  brought  him  the  inlbr^ 
BMtioa.  He  immedii^ly  marched  on,  arid  j^unil 
Mai#r-6eneral  CampbdJ[,  oar  Acgatant-G^taeral; 
before  him. 
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It  aeems,  the  fidd  officer  of  the  dky  (Lteat.*^' 
Colonel  Warren,  of  the  3!7tb^  fegimenft,)  at  th^ 
^ftariel,  in  goi^  hia  rounds,  long  before  day- 
light^ saw  flaahes  of  fire  arms  tb^^afdti  St. 
Stepbaoo  ;-~thi8  he  property  rqiorfed-  to  hii^ 
comnandiiig  officer,  Major-General  White,  yfhoy 
4oncmfimg  that  if  any  thing  seriona  had  haft*' 
fBU0i,  die  abrm  gua^  wouldf  be-  fired>  ttiought^ 
i»  aiigihrntto  i^eport  tbeeircamitartce  t^Genaiid^ 
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^ittilfeltlli^44i«t«nt*iSe««ral; :ftnd>!i  Mien/ 
the  A^llitfaa^-G^oenl  i^vm.JlS^T  received  %x^ 
mir(  frpi9  Oapitain  Jad«»  ix>mmm<ring;a  tiSoopr 

^  t^^i^y^ Ht^^m i^}'  Mili,  a»  hi»  cavulry, 
picquet  had  been  fired  lit  I  andj  H,  it  to  be  pje^ 
fittined^  rode  out  himself  to  ascertain  the  facts  ; 
fpa^  1)6,  certsHoiy ;  s§Qt  ikq  ji^tice  lyhat^ver  fo[  Aie^ 
or  to  tl|e  D^uty  Ai^utaplrGeneral  and  Com* 
mandant  of  t|i€  Town ;  find,  I  understtod^  made 
no  report  to  {Lieut^naqt-Qeperal.  Lord  Forbes, 
^1  he  arrived  ^ear  Mili.  .He  had.gonis  bylhe 
coast  rwdj  find  iiot  by  Ihe^  hi^h  roftd,  which 
accottiwts  for  his  not  parsing  through  Cctateasa ; 
and  afierwarjds  meeting  Colonel  Adam>  bc^ng 
senior  officer  on  the  spotj  the  M^oyr-GeQera], 
of  co^r8eJ  took  the  command*  The  qonutry. 
people  all  turned  oif t  agaitist  these  invaders ; 
and,  being  all  armed  and  good  marksmen^  .were 
of  great  use.  The  enemy  landed  qn  the.fiae 
beach  at  St  Stephano  long  before  day-light, 
under  General  Cavagniac,  a  force  of  3000imtxu 
Colonel  Ambrosio  and  all  their  officens  jagieed 
as  to  the  numbers :  they  had  not  any  fi^d  pieces : 
they  were  in  four  battalions,  and  soipe  de(aich«*. 
ments  of  artillery  men  and  others.  The  Consicaa. 
light  battalion  took  possession  of  a  very.stcong 
hill>  two  battalions  went  qn  .  another  hilt,  .^nd 
one  remained  at  the  beach ;  a  detaqhrn^Pt  went* 
tip  the  fiumflLra,  and  plundered  spme  cottages^ 
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tore  the  ear-rings  oat  of  die  women's  ears^  and 
evcJn  carried  away  peasants  to  their  boat^/  and 
took  them  with  them  on' their  return.  'The  pea^ 
satitry^  in  the  vicinity/  turned  out  and  attacked 
them  before  day-light/  which  occasioned  theUr^ 
perceived  by  Colonel  Warren  from  the  citadel  t 
after  tiiis^  some  of  the  French  fell  in  with  touf 
cairadry-  patrole,  :oike  of  whom^  as  before  ob^ 
aenred^ '  arrived  at  Contessa  just  aik  the  21  st  Wenl 
^ihissed.  The'  Srd  regiment  German  Legioif 
also  advanced  with  the  21  st^  and  two  Germatt 
rifle  companies  fironi  MHi;  Lieut. -Col.  Fiscbeij 
of  the  Snd.  light  infantry^  was  stationed  ai  tho 
Convent  lof  St.  Pkcido  three  miles  south  of  Sa# 
Stepliado ;  but;  situated  on  r  high  commanding 
jkili,  from  which  every  thing  can  be  seen^  efven 
txfr  the  Fatro^  along  both '  coasts ;  perceiving  the 
K^axih  position^  aiid  the  advance  of  our  troops^ 
he  judiciously  sent  half  his  battalion  ^by'^t 
•beach/  and  the  other' half  by  the  mountains; 
so  as  (o  turn  the  eiiemy^  and  they  arrived  nearly 
at  the  same  time.  It  is  impossible  to  know 
what  Murat's  intention  was :  I  shall  hdterd  an 
opinion  hereafter ;  fiiough  i  may  not  be  correct^ 
BJeither  can  we  know  the  instructions  of  General 
Cavagniac^  who  escaped :  but^  certain  it  is^  all  his 
^idns  could  be  seen  by  his  master  (wIma  onc^ 
it  yfla  day-light)  fi^m  die  camp  at  Piale ;  and^ 
there  is  na  doubt^  Cavagniac  was:tdegmplitd.(rf^ 
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taA  iramediftiely  begto  to  embark  a^ain.    T%e 
last  of  liw  VKim  body  were  in  the  boaia  just  as 
the  SliA  regiauent  came  up^  and  only  their  ad<r 
bailee  fired ;.  two  64>ottDders,  all  vre  had  on  the 
Kne^  alao  anived  in  tine  to  fire  a  few  diot  at 
the  boasts,  as  they.took  their  departure,    Abont 
one  biindred  men  were  made  prisoaers  on  the 
beach.    The  Gorsican  light  regiment  waft  at« 
tacked  in  its  strong  position  .by  the  2nd  German 
rifle  compaiiies  and  the'peasantry  ;  and  finding 
tiiemselveB  abandoned,  and  onr  force  so  superior^ 
they  held  out  a  white  handkerchief,  and  snrren-^ 
dered  to  MajorrGeneral  Campbell,  being  aboat 
40  officers  and  700  men.    The  above  rifle  com* 
panies  were  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Heise^ 
of  tiie  4th  battalion  German  Legion,   a  young 
man,  who,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  orders 
Issued  afterwards,  was  certainly  entitled  to  the 
higheat  praise  for  his  conduct,  but  whici),  of 
course,  was  not  reported  to  Sir  J.  Stuart  at  Uie 
time^  orj  no  douU^  he  would  have  noticed 


Some  of  our  gunrboats  stood  after  the  French^ 
inune  up  with  them  near  Reggio,  and  cut  off 
two  boati^  so  that  the  entire  {urisoners  made» 
and  embarked  for  Malta,  were  41  officers  and 
900  mea.  Although  the  Corsicans  surrendered 
))rfore  I  arrived  with  the  4ith  regiment,  stilly  as 
(hey  (Duld  we  ua  on  the  march  from  thes  post* 


tiM>  BO  dDiACH  dontrilrated  to  tbtfr  giTsiig  ii)l 
:iridttmt.  any  ratistatice.  Tlie  French  officen 
Mid  '*  m  pwi  9e  haOre,  toMre  Uute  VAnmi 
JaglMe!**  iUd  Gungiiiac  moved  toMrflrde 
Messina^  he  iraald  have  net  every  difllcolty^*— 
an  anned  peasantry  on  his  flanks ;  and  no  man 
kiteir  the  <dc«I  advantages  of  the  ground  better 
4han  Lieiit-Coloael  Ad«n^  or  would  have  aiade 
SI  more  obstinate  defence  till  we  airived  to  his 
a8|q[>ort ;  but .  Gavagniac  oertainly  nugbl  have 
ibnght  hi  his  position^  and  it  would  have  cost 
.tis  some  lives  to  take  hito,  hot  taken  he  most 
Jiavcbeen.    . 

The  French  had  only  a  dnsmmor  and  one 
private  fciUed  (dose  to  the  sea)^  and  two  ofteeia 
nhd  four  men  woimded.  On  otirsfde^  one  iSsnk 
SMid  file  df  the  rifles  were  sBghtly  wounded^  tiro 
of  the  peaaanAi  killed  and  six  woanded^  Uifso 
of  whom  aflerwardadied  in  the  luMpitd. 

The  arms  of  the  Comcaa  Bg^  regiment  woe 
the  best  I  ever  saw.  The  peasantry  were  very 
Anxf  oas  to  get  them^  and  helped  themsehnas  to 
gnat  nvmheKS  after  they  were  laid  down.  All 
the  prisoners  had  a  quantity  of  ammunition; 
we  took^  at  least,  120  rounds  from  each  man, 
they  had  it  in  their  pockets,  and  evmi  iii  their 
caps.    The  Corsicans  were  a  very  fine  ^orps ; 
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tfaei>ttm  tbeteoit  WtetebM  batodtfti  Letei 
Thu9  ended  this  afikir  of  St  Stephano^  wliich; 
at  leasts  proves  snttfxnly  the  possibility  of  lanckt 
in^>  but  of  even  retnnuDg  in  kight  *  of  a  fleet 
alsot,  (^t  least  vcHh  $nmll  numher^  " 


.  Afany  persons .  (I  think  nnreasdnably)  blaned 
the  navy,  for  not  taking  all  these  boats :  The 
answer  is, —  ^^  Why  were  not  the  alarm  gnna 
^f  fired '  aa  they  shoold  have  be^  ;  there  beia^ 
''  positive  orders.  U}-  do  so  on  the  least  a^peai^ 
f'  4Uice.of  an  eneniy  >**  If  they  had^  not  a  boat 
could  have  escaped.  Cavagniac,  and  ail,  mnt 
have  been  taken ;  there  would  have  been  ample 
time'  for  the  meh  of  y^ar  to  get  out;  but/  as  to 
cutting  eflAdea.  and  losing  anchocs  fw  such  it 
Irifling'  olgedt,  it  woutd  be  downright  folly.  The 
^risQhers  were  marched  to  the.citadel^  and  oa 
la  the  Lazaretto  and  Fort  Salvador ;  and,  in  flie 
evening.hdihurked fbr iMalta.  Sir J.Staart/anil 
staff  rode  out  to  St.  Stephano  soon  after  the 
ntrretader  of  Hie  Corsicaas.  .  ;' 


It  will  appear  extraordinary,^  bat  no  less  tme^ 
nAost  of  the  inhabitants  of  Massiaa,  and  many 


'4  .i  •:...' 

.^  a '  f4qr^e  nwnbertf  would  require  jaany*  boats. .  For  a  eouf  d0  vmfp 
a  mall  force  foay  effect  what  a  Urge  one  could  not^  99  it  would  bq 
disQDveitdt 


t 
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#f  omt  iBcen  knew  nothing  of  (hfo  alEiir>  tiB 
thegr  Mw  .the  pnnoiien  marching  into  the  toW9» 
I  met  Colonel  Ambroao  and  fonr  edier  French 
ottccre,  A  Miii^  in  charge  of  two  jnen ;  mni^ 
as  Ike  Cc^onel.  ^nested  to  have  an  officer  with 
him  ia  prei^ent .  inaujt  from  the  people^  I  sent 
Capl».BaUard>  of  the. 411h  regiment.  I  nerdjr 
jmmlion.  thb  drcnnivtance, . becaose  it  was  tDon- 
fiienlfy  reported'  that  Ccdonel  Amhrosio  was  np 
to^his  nedcin  the  sea  when  taken  pHsOner;  and^ 
Bs  he  afterwards  told  me,  at  Maha^  that  he  felt 
hurt  at  the  idea,  of  being  taken  in.  such  a  man* 
ner :  aU  1  can  say.is^  that^  when  I  mMhim^  his 
clothea  were  perfectly  dry^  and  even  his  boots 
]is|^ly  polished^  which  Captain  Dudie^  c(f  the 
44Ali  r^nkent^  then  in  the,  Qtnrfi^r-'Masters's 
general  department^  (but  who  Joined,  me  in  the 
morniagj  observed  as  well  as  Captain  Ballard, 

Wednesday  19th. — Firing  between  our  bat- 
teries at . the .  Faro^  and  the  enemy's  opposite; 
hat  this  is  noiUng  extraordinary.  At  nigh^ 
1  .visited^  all  my  posts  as  far  as  Miltj  and  thf 
^regiments  of  my  command  stationed  in  Messina; 
here  thfi  regimehts.take.  it  wing  ahout  to.  parade 
before  day-light^  whereas^  out  of  town^  the. ear 
tire  regiments  are  under  arms. 


•         ■  •  • «  ,    f      .1 


SlBitfttday.  SBodr^Notfamg:^  ej^traiordinary^  Hm 
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(itey,  bot^  ftilOo'dock  at  night,  an  abm,  1 
iiftde  oCto  CSoiitesM^  Tisitad  Uie  posts,  very  dark, 
MMuned  till  2  o'dodL  in  the  motning,  when  aB 
iMiigqnicily  I  returned  to  Messina;  Iwas  not 
ive  mnutts  there^  before  the  ahrm  gnus  fired 
ngaiii  aloqg  the  ivfaale  Rne,  so  I  rode  backngnio 
to  Oentessa :  i  wont  by  the  low  road  or  b^adi. 
Tfaepeasantey  tamed  out  in  great,  namhopt, 
nli  aimed  and  deteronned  ;  and!  posted  seirecal 
parties  of  then  in  the  Tineyardsj,  and  on  the 
IriVs :  1  visited  the  Une  of  pioquets  and  lenmined 
iitlanbonr  after  day-Kght;  .when^  aii  being 
^ttiet,  and  no  appearance,  of  an  enemy,  I  le- 
tnrned  to  M^sina*  It  is  very  sing^faar  that  we 
ahouM  be  so  tormented  with  false  alarms ;  and 
that  the  night  the  Freneh  actnally  did  hnd  there 
wiss  no  ahu^m  given* 

■  « 

23rd. —  The  heat  very  oppressive,  and  the 
^htning  great.  Two  divisions  df  the  enemy's 
iioats  sailed  this  morning  to  SdUa  and  Bagaarea. 
.There  appears  to  be  otlier  movemeatB  in  die 
lanemy ^  camp .  Every  week-  deserters  come  over 
to  ns ;  and  y^  scarcely  an  instance  oecnrs  of 
desertion  from  oar  flotiMa,  and  none  from  the 
mmy« 

Monday  84ih.— At  midnight  the  alarm  gnns 
«rare  fired  along  the  whole  iiatk  taken  np&om 
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the  South :  I  rode  immediaiely  to  Ooatem, 
^^  (he  troops  under  wms^  and  remained  dicve 
ttll  niglut;  it  was  another  &ke  alann ;  verybMfy 
jain>  and  great  lightning  :  returned  to  Messma 
^dbout  8  o'clock,  A.M. 

S7tb.«~The  enemy  shewed  dispositione  to 
iyreak  up  and  retire ;  some  flags  of  trace  have 
passed  these  last  three  days :  very  hot  weather. 

138th. — ^Rode^  with  Lord  Forbes^  to  Cuoumd 

heights,  and  afterwards,  across  the  mountains, 

by  the  taew  KoT%t  and  Mule  road,  to  the  Me- 

iavzo  road>  and  returned  by  the  Cork-screw  hill, 

which  takes  that  masse  from  its  steepness  and 

wimiing.  •  This  was  an  interesting  and  beantifol 

.ride,  through  a  romantic  and  curious  country ; 

several  antient  water-pipes  of  tile  are  to  be 

seen ;  and  they  have  found  several  old  coins  and 

'imedids,  in  digging  to  raise  redoubts  at  Cncorad : 

MtyaaM,  Steomboli,  and  all  the  Lipari  Iskodi 

are  seen  very  plainly ;   indeed,  the  lurd's  eye 

view,  in  all  directions,  from  the  heights,  inchi- 

ding  Messina,  Calabria,  and  the  French  camp^  is 

magnificent  beyond  description,  $ome  regiaeats 

marched  from  the  enemy's  camp  this  day  :  evary 

one  is  in  astonishment,  as  most  persons   still 

expected  a  general  attack*     It  may  be  soi^e 

mancauyre  to  deceive  us* 


SB  TKS  CITADEL.     > 

.  -^  I  liav^  frequently  been  snrprised  at  the  great 
smmber  of  guards. we  have  in  the  British  army. 
*Jn  this  respect  the  soldiers  are  often  iorAiented.^ 
Ai  we .  marched  from  Messina  to  St.  Stephaho^ 
on  the  18th^  it. was  provoking  to  see  so  many 
able  men  on  guard  all  along  the  road^  at  a  mo- 
sdent  when  the  force  of  the  enemy  had  landed 
urts  not  correctly  known :  I,  therefore^  took 
upon  me  to  'send'  back  the  Major  of  the  44t|i 
regiment,  with  orders  to  collect  and  bring  for- 
ward every  man. 

* 

29tB.— The  enemy  are  certainly  breaking  up ; 
k  hr^e  vessel^  laden  with  bi^ass  cannon^  got 
away  this  mornings  and  a  division  of  their 
boats  sailed  last  night  to  Bagnares  :  Murat's 
flag  was  struck  this  day,  and  they  are  dismant- 
ling some  of  the  lower  batteries.  I  went  over 
the  citadel  this  forenoon :  the  works  are  all  of 
atone,  and  on  the  old  construction,  more  to  keep 
the  town  in  order  than  an  enemy ;  it,  however, 
commands  the  habouri  There  are  scarcely  any 
f  una  mounted,  and  the  few  that  are,  have  such 


• . 
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^  *  I  la&j  b«  blamed  for,  th^  remark;  tm€  tbere  poaitively  is  a  mania 
Mi  the  British  ariily  for  anmeroiui  guards,,  and,  in  my  opinioo,  the  sol* 
'kto  are  often  luurassedSritii  tbem; 


I  %  ^<tf      ^    »  •  ^ 


jfMten  oamtij^flii  .  timt  it  *  is:  dafageraoB  to  fim 

them.  ;  -.  ^   '      , 

,     »  t  ■ 

».,»..         »  *  •     •       - 

'  9Qtb«r-T6ok  a  boat  and  sailed  as  fioraa  tto 

Grotto^   and.  afilc|rwai&  ^ dined   with   Grniend 

gingham  at  Salvadore  de  Greeci.  .  The  enemy 

ai3e  breakiag  ap  fiut^  and,  what  is  most  extras' 

ordmaryj  ane   not  in  the  least  annojned  bj  im; 

Another  divisiom.  of  boats,  wiesnt  off  Qm  day^iwithv 

aut  any  opposition  from  oiir  fleet  or  iotiilsu    '    / 

i.        t 

AaaMist.is,  at  present^  employed  in  takii%^ 
tiew  of  Messina  from  the  light  house :-  h^  ioiM 
not  have  chosen  a  more  ^vourabler  p^i<it;  4br 
there  isanatai^  paaoraqia  from  k^  taking,  m 
Ibe  wh(4e  of  Messina^  the  Streights  fi^m  St' 
Placido  to  the  Faro,  and  theCalabrkin  eoarti 
This  view  is  as  fine  as  can  bie  Qonceived*  '  IflH 
deed,  the  beanty  of  the  view  is  equal,*  I.bieli^e; 
to  any  ia  the  world.  >       .; 


.1 


AU  is  uncertainty  in  a  -miUtary  life  !•  itaf-' 
mg  got  a  quarter  at  jContessa,  I  moved  there 
Ibe  2nd  of  >  October  r  but,  -  on  the  4tlr,  wiur 
ordered  to  Melazzo  to  take  the  conmand.*  •  ^-h^ 


1  ' 


.  *  I  afterwards  saw  tbis  in  LopdoD, ,  ia  Xeicester  Square:  i^  doea 
great  ciredit'to  the  artist    It  is  impossible  to  conv<^  a  oflioteJiccurate 
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cnanjr's  .cvnp  having  entirely  ImriBen  op;  smI 
most  of  the  troops  gone ;  in  consequence  ef 
which  we  were  also  to  break  up  from  our  present 
mtitonments^  aiid  a  new*  distribiition  wa»  di* 
IMted.  Melazzo  and  other  points  mte  now  tor 
lie  gBrrifioned  as  befoze  Mwal's  stppeaianoe} 
finr  it  was  then  necassny  t#  oancenbate  the 
tsoofi  o«  the  piHfft  threat^nM*.  Murat  int 
imaitaReg^io.  and  then  back  to-Pialle^  andem^ 
barked  at  Bagnares  for  Nfipfes :  he  carried  o» 
appearances  to  the  last ;  for^  in  a  letter  to  Sir 
4.  StuMji  a.  day  or  two  before,  he  went  oi^^'he 
ttfced  piirticulaily  for  the  exdiange  of  Coloncfr 
Ambrosia^  wlmh  favour,  heaaid>  should  not  be 
forgot  ii»  ''.J^a  campagne  qui  enfin  mUait  0  com^ 
'^  mm^er !  **  His  flotilla  and  boats  all  gone^  a»A 
not  th«  smallest  attempt  by  either  the  army  ot 
the  navy  to  impede  them.  This  appean  inex- 
plicable^ considering  the  fleet  and  number  ef 
gun-boats  we  have :  many  of  them  w^it  off  in 
the  day  before  our  eyes,  yet  not  a  shot  was  fired 
ei  them.  We  have  also  tiiousands  of  Congreve 
Mcketahere;  they  surely  might  aa  well  ha¥C( 
been  expended  on  this  occasion^  as  allowed  to 
sfoil  in  store* 

How  changed  is  the  scene  on  the  opposite 
•coast;  a  few  days  ago  covered  by  a  moving  and 
4tctive  multitude,  novr  desart  mottataiASi  aad  % 


few  trai|it  neiciy  to  .protect  Die  iitlleiy  Mar 
the  flbore 

6tb. — ^The  porter's  woilc  (eneptinoviiig  verf 
heavy  loadi)  is  done  by  Calabrew  women.     It 
Ml  asteiwdiing  haw  hard  tbey  woik,  aad  how 
ateonff  timy  are :   hiDKtreds  ply  on  the  Mar hio^* 
YmMmg  to  he  called  to  amy  job,  firom  aim-riM  tar 
auiiHiet ;  they  are  most  mdmtrioas,  and  whttff 
vmiting  they  are  all  employed  w idi  a  distafl^  aad> 
wind  flax  into  threads.    Gontiicring'  Iteir  iUff 
dostry,  it  is  agtoniflhing  how  poor  they  lata  ;~4 
bare  fbote^  yet  always  at  hard  work  or  ipaa«» 
wkig :    they  carry  great  loada^  wtxtk  wHh  tinr 
ahipptng^  Ac  and  aie  dirty  and  filthy  iiejroiidb 
bcdtef:    The  male  CUabrcse  abo  do  aU:  the  faaul^ 
and  a&  the  dirty  and  menial  bboiir  dP  Measma^ 
Thia  day  I  gave  up  my  quarter  at  Contetaa^' 
nAicIl  1  had  only  famished  three  days  betee  ^ 
a  naflriier  0f  Calabrese  womev  carriad  my  bagv 
gage  Id  a  tramport  ordanedr  to  Mdaaao.    Neab 
maming   I  rode  out  again  to  Gohtessa,  aad^ 
hre^^Bsted  vrkh  Colonel  Adam ;  afterwards  rodei 
with  himr  to  MMi  and  St.  Stepbiutio^  to  \ocky 
at  oar  leisure^    over  the  ground  tli^  French 
occupied  the  ISth,    The' Mill  telegraph  i»  on  a 
very  commanding  hill ;  indeed  all  the  surround- 
ing country  affiords  the  strongest  posts :    smd 
tfmagh  the  hfll  the  Corsiean  regiment  waa  oia 
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aibmied  a:&*e  {MtetdD  f<nr  tbitr  mtmbers,' stfl 
I  thinks  had  Murat  been  serious  in  hit  ttttack^ 
they  would  have  had  orders  to  push  for  Scaletta, 
St».AIeptOj  orRometUf. 


'  yfhBt  could  be  Murat^s  "object '  in  Viendki^ 
3000 men  over  on  thelStb?  'ThisldiL'^ule^tion 
which  every  bbdy  asks^  but  which  no  tvi^o^i^r^ 
tons  agree  in  answeringl  The  French:  dttcer^ 
dertaihly  were  not  in  the  secret ;  for^  \6ng  ^t(er^ 
wisen  ttere  could  be  no  use  ih  mystery*  or  *se- 
erecy^  I  met  these  officers  at  Malta^  and  they 
eottld  only  surmise.  My  deoided.  opinion^  isy 
tfriut  MuraC's  object  wds  a  ;miere  demonstration 
df'force^  to  keep  oiir'armyidekediip  in  Siisily, 
tfnd  present  reinforcements  being  sent  t6  Spain* 
It  is  true^  he  had  a  large  ai^my  ;  aiid;  it  may'  be 
fitaid^  if  such  wai  the^  motive/  would  ^not  it  smal* 
Itsr  have  sufficed  ?  but  the  answer  iBy'-^certh&dy 
not :  had  he  appeared  with  a  smaller  force>  his 
object  would  have  been  evident ;  and^  as*  befinre, 
we  might  have  invaded  Calabria.  The  same 
reasoning  accounts  for  the  tiumber  of  boa£s  he 
bad.  To  assemble  an  army  under  the  idea  of 
passing  it  over  to  Sicily,  and  -  not  to  have  bimta 
•ttfficient^  would  have  been  a  contradidtioni 

Suppose  Murat  had  25^000  men ;  we  know  the 
tXftct  number  of  his  boats ;  he  had  400  of  mere 
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paasage  untrmed:  hia  flotilld  connrted  of  60 
^n-bottb :  to  appose  this^  vre  had  foturteen  thoii^ 
sand  as  fine  troops  as  any  in  the  world,  con* 
centrated  opposite  his  icamp^  and  under  arma 
every  night.  We  had  three  sail  of  the  line^ 
ftad  eight  frigates  and  gun-brigs^  all  stationed 
at  the  points  where  the  enemy  might  attempt 
to  passy  and  also  a  flotilla  of  gun-boats.  It 
iu  natural  to  ask^  how  could  Murat  possibly 
pKss  an  army  over^  in  face  of  such  a  naval 
force  ?  Supposing  all  embarked  together^ 
aiMi  pushed  off  from  Calabria^,  no  one  will  be- 
lieve that  our  men  of  war  would  quietly  look 
«n  and  allow  them  to  pass ;  it  is  surely  not  too 
inuch  to. assume^  that  one-third  must  ha?a 
perished  in  the  attempt.  Supposing^  for  argu- 
ment 8ake>  that  he  had  thirty  thousand^  and  thut 
fwenty  thousand  reached  the  Sicilian  shore  ;-<* 
it  was  lined  with  batteries^  and^  therefore,,  a  fiur* 
ther  loss  of  two  or  three  thousand  must  have 
attended  their  landing. 

1  think  fomrteen  thousand  British  troops^  such 
as  we  had,  would  have  made  light  of  sevea* 
tem  thousand  French  and  Neapolitans ;  for  it 
would  have  come  to  the  bayonet  at  once.  At  all 
events,  whatever  any  officers  might  think,  the 
sen  were  anxious  for  the  ti*ial^  and  had*  no 
doubts  on  (heir  mindis  df  the  ii^sue.    'Besides,  the' 
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trmed  peatantry  firom  Faro  to  St  Placido  my 
be  eatimated  at  three  or  fouir  thopnuid^  and  thejf^ 
were  at  this  time  certainly  in  oar  interest. 

Had  Murat  really  wished  to  try  his  force  iift 
Sicily^  he  had  a  much  wiser  mode  of  actingy 
than  attempting  to  pass  over^  thirty  thou* 
sand  men^  at  one  time^  in  <^n  boats, 
opposite  the  force  I  have  described.  Had  be 
been  serious^  situated  as  our  army  was^  he 
should  have  suddenly  marched  five  thousand  men 
to  Reggio^  and  pushed  for  Catania^  where  w6 
bad  no  troops;  at  the  same  time  a  division 
should  have  hinded  at  and  seized  Scaletta.  whidh 
was  weekly  garrisoned;  he  might  also  have  secured 
the  pass  of  St.  Allepio ;  another  five  thousand, 
at  leasts  might  have  landed  at  St.  Stephano^  and 
pushed  immediately  on  to  Rometta :  he  should 
have  covered  this  by  every  appearante  of  at* 
tadc  opposite  the  Faro^  though  any  realattempi 
there  would^  I  think,  have  been  madness  ? 
perhaps  a  division  might  have  been  sent  from 
Bagnares,  and  landed  In  rear  of  the  Faro,  and 
pushed  for  the  heights  between  that  andMdazzov 
It  is  possible  that  such  bindings  might  have  suiy 
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fc^  any  tucA  fo999.   Tbtm  w}^  gvrt  him  twcntj^M  tlk0tt««i4  nf 

IbointtjAd.        '^  -  '     *  i 
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ceededj  atid^  if  they  had^  the  British  army  mut( 
hkre  broke  up  from  the  Faro  line ;  and  it  woid4 
have  coiit  many  lives  and  much  trouble  hetori 
they  could  have  been  reduced.  Murat  might 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  then  circumstances ; 
but  stilly  I  thinks  our  navy  was  so  stationed  thai 
he  could  not  have  passed  any  troops  between 
th«  Faro  and  Contessa;  But^  what  puts  it  out 
cf  all  doubt^  that  if  never  was  his  intentiofii 
when  his  troops  first  assembled  opposite  (he 
Faro,  we  were  totally  unprepared ;  then  it  wat 
that  he  neglected  an  opportunity  not  to  be  re« 
4!ov«red.  In  shorty  at  that  tim^,  there  was  nei« 
dier  fleets  gun-boats,  batteries^  nor  troops « t uf^ 
licient  to  have  given  him  any  opposition* 

The  rapidity  with  which  Sir  John  assembled 
the  troops^  is  much  to  his  credit ;  and^  in  a  short 
time,  batteries  Were  erected  on  the  line  6f  de« 
fence,  roads  of  communication  made,  and  every 
l^eparation  for  resistance.  Bat  the  flotilla/ 
which  was  of  Sir  John's  creation,  was  most  im« 
portant ;  and  to  tf  (if  Murat  really  was  serious) 
we  are,  in  a  g^reat  degree  at  least,  ipdebted  for 
keeping  the  war  out  of  Si(^y« 

It  must  be  obvioils  to  every  reader;,  that  a^ 
army  of  twenty-five  thausaad  bmu  require  cer^ 
tain  stores^  some  provision^  cannon^  &c.  before 

b2 
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tiiey  can  attempt  to  act ;  and  I  think  it  nhnat 
1)6  equally  obvious^  that  such  a  body  of  t]roop9 
^nd  sach  supplies^  without  one  frigate  to  cover 
their  landings  could  not  be  passed  oyer  in  &ce 
of  eleven  English  men  of  wan  To  reason 
inoce  on  Uiis  pointy  would  be  superfluous.  In' 
my  opinion^  Murat's  object  was  (as  I  said  before) 
to  prevent  any  force  being  detached  to  Spain ; 
and^  if  so^  he  certainly  gained  his  point.  He 
could  not  winter  in  Calabria ;  and,  consequqntlyy 
he  broke  up  before  November.* 

• 

.  A  small  force  may,  as  was  the  case,  be  passed 
over,  when  a  large  one  could  not ;  the  former 
requiring  little  preparation.  I,  therefore,  con- 
ceive Murat  had  never  any  serious  intention  of 
Invading  Sicily ;  and,  as  the  time  arrived  when 
1^  was  to  break  up,  this  expedition  of  the  ISthy 
was  a  mere  cover  to  preserve  appearances^ 
while  he  took  his  measures.  The  place  where 
Ife  parsed  pver  was  to  the  south  of.  Messina,  and 


•  It  it  but  juttioe  to  add,  that  Captain  RobitiftOD,  of  the  Marine^ 
ArtiUary»  toperiiitended  the  FlottHa'Dodc-yard  «tUi  a  <eal»«  actlntr,^ 
•nd  ability,  seldom  equalled,  which  rendered  his  services  l^ghly  inn 
Mrtant  This  branch  of  the  service,  was,  in^  all  respects,  of  the  greatest 
utility.  It  might  be  much  improved,  and  save  Uie  wear  and  tear  of 
SMtt  •f  war,  ifaoald the deftece  of  Sidly  beliorealUr  an  obje^ 
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1^  4^otiId  act  have  done  even  that  any  other 
iifght;  for^  by  some  ^talityj,  the  g^n*brig«j' 
trhich  were  cruizing  on  the  station^  irere  called 

into  Messina  that  very  ^emoon,  •  ' 

• 

Some  persons  tbbagbt  Murat  made  a  moire  than 
Mnnl  dispky  of  embeDrkation  Apposite  the  Fara 
ofEi  the  morning  of  the  18th^  while  others  deniei 
ift/  biat^  as  I  was  at  this  time  sixteen  miles  to 
the  souths  all  I  can  say  is^  that  a  number  o^ 
otte^rs;  aud  (ienend  M'Farkne  also^  came  in 
tiiat  morning  from  the  Faro  to  Messina^  wbo^ 
certainly  would  not  have  done  so^  had  there 
lieen  any  seriotis  appearances  in  that  quarter. 

Although  this  campaign  afforded  no  oppor-*' 
tanity  to  the  oflScers  and  soldiers  of  the  Angio*- 
Sicilian  army  of  achieving  any  brilliant  action^ 
to  of  reaping  such  laurels  as  have  been  so  de- 
servedly gained  by  our  brethren  in  other  parts  f 
still  the  excellence  of  the  regiments  composing 
it,  and  its  high  state  of  discipline,  leaves  no 
mom  to  doubt  what  their  conduct  would  have 
been,  had  there  been  a  trial.  The  situation  of 
the  commander  of  the  forces  was  certainly  one 
of  difficulty ;  for  he  did  not  meet  that  assistance 
or  cordiality  from  the  Court  of  Palermo,  which 
he  had  a  right  to  expect  Not  even  one  r^-^ 
ment  of  infantry  did  the  king  contribute  to  the 

h3 
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defiw^e  of  tbi|i  )ii«  last  stake:  a  regtmenft  of 
cavalry  (the  Yal  de  Noto)  and  a  division  oC 
'  Sicilian  gun-boi^  (bat  ratipAed  by  England) 
was  all  the  aid  ve  coidd  obfaim  The  rtpaira 
of  the  fortifications  at  Syracuse^  Augusta/  Me^ 
lazzoj  and  Trapani^  were  defrayed  by  fnglaiid. 
Eveiy  remonstrance  from  our  minist^  LovA 
Amherst^  or  from  Sir  John  Stuart,  was  useless* 
Considering  the  liuiHed  powers  of  the  hitter, 
his  being  able  to  conduct  mattefs  so  as  to  effee^ 
taally  provide  for  the  defaiee  of  Sicily^  aa4r 
at  the  same  thne^  keep  up  any  frieudly  interoomub 
with  the  Sicilian  Court,  which  shewed  sudi 
shameful  apatty^  proves  Sir  John  to  possess  na 
inconsiderable  share  of  diplomatic  talent;  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt^  that  without  his  ptofcs* 
aional  exertions^  and  the  creation  of  the  flotflla» 
what  was  intended  by  Murat  as  a  feint,  might 
have  been  a  realj  vad  posaibly  a  saecessfal 
attack* 

8th.-^I  went  to  the  plfade  early  this  moiming» 
and  aft<Mrwards  rode  up  the  hills  with  Oapteta 
Styger  to  Fort  Goazago,  and  from  thence  to 
Fort  Castettacio>  both  strong,  And  ktely  repaired 
by  us.  The  great  fimniara  under  and  new 
Gonzago  is  most  beautilUi,  being,  not  Vke  onoat 
of  them,  covered  with  huge  vocks  or  stonea,  hut^ 


with  a  mof^  gfn^,  it  looks  from  the  fort  like  a 

fine  road :  the  carious  hills^  the  houses  scattered 

about^  the  villages^  gardens^  and  orange  trees  all 

contribute  to  enCven  the  scenery ;  but  a  thunder 

storm  came  on  and  produced  a  fine  contrast 

changing  the  difierent  tints  of  the  mountains 

ftom  black  to  dark  and  light  Uue,  with  the  dii^ 

tant  thunder  clouds^  afibrding .  one  of  the  finest 

aulgects  imaginable  for  a  painter ;  indeed^  this 

it  the  country  fbr  an  artist  who  patats  flom 

asture.    Near  this  place  are  some  fine  Artautds 

4rces^  the  berries  so  red  and  ripe  as  to  be  aliBOit 

as  good  as  oilr  strawberries*    The  soil  is  grat^ 

fal  and  good,  but  is  net er  afiisisted ;    neither  da 

tbey  ever  change  their  seeds.      The  gardens 

are  also  all  fail  of  oranget  trees^  which  shade 

and  stop  the  lUr  from   the  Tegetables.     The 

people  are  three  hundred  years  behind  ereh  the 

Irish  peasantry^    The  vegetables  allbad^  ftmaH^ 

and  insipid^  being  produced  by  heat  and  water.; 

the  ground^   naturally  good^   gets  no  manure^ 

neither  do  they  take  pains  about  their  seed;?    I 

hscve  seen  some  large  cauli-flowers^  but  with  no 

flavour :  asparagus  about  as  thick  as  a  bpdkiii^ 

and  as  bitter  as  gaD  :  peas  very  bad  and  insipid.: 

potatoes  (only  known  since  the  English  came) 

ladiflGeirent :   baadreds  of  goata^  about  the  hiHs^ 

iui^  Messina  wt^i  milk^  aod  ?ery  bad  butter  ^ 

h4 


lOlf  tm  HAEINO. 

meat  Very  bdd:  frait  the  wont  I  ever  met  Wklr, 
branges  excepted* 

dth.*~A  transport  from  MelazEo^  in  coming 
tiiroQgh  the  Faro  drifted  over  near  theCJalabrisn 
shore^  and  v^as  very  nearly  taken.  The  enemy 
fired  a  great  deal  at  her :  Admiral  Boylea  ar^ 
rived  from  Malta. 

lOth. — ^This  morning  the  Leyden^  of  sixty- 
four  guns^  arrived  from  Portsmouth^  after  a 
remarkably  quick  passage^  only  twenty-three 
days ;  she  had  a  smart  action  with  the  enemy 
coming  through  the  Faro;  she  brings  above 
four  hundred  recruits^  and  we  hear  there  has 
been  a  brevet.  I  took  a  boat^  and  called 
on  Admiral  Boyles  on  board  the  Catiopus: 
I  also  went  on  board  the  Martha^  and  got 
my  baggage  embarked  in  a  transport  for  Me* 
lazzo. 

On  the  Ilth^  I  walked  in  the  evenings  with 
a  party  of  ladies  and  officers  along  the  Marino : 
the  ruins  of  the  houses  destroyed  by  the 
great  earthquake^  the  harbour  full  of  ships^ 
a  perfect  quietness,  only  interrupted  by  the 
Convent  bells,  virith  a  bright  moon  light,  and 
smooth  sea,  the  Cakbrian  mountains  opposite!^ 
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and;  the  Socilhii.  in  the  back  g;roiind  of  M^tju^ 
all  eontriboted  to  form  a  fine  #iid  ii^KiMvpg 
•fHoae.  As  the  troops^  ordered  to  Mela^sio^  will 
not  arrive  there  before  the  S4th>  I  mftfce  use  ^ 
the  interval  I  in  feekii^  all  I.  tan  of  MeiuiAa; 
though  the  weather  is  «o  extremelyi  hot>  ^«tj 
firooa  eleven  till  three  o'dock,  I;  do  not  go  out 
4f  I-  can  avoid  it.     . 

14th.~-Went  to  the  top  of  the  Ci^vchhi  tower 
(fomerly  Fort  Mntagriffone)  o»  which  the  tele* 
graph  is  placed ;  there  is  a  fine  view  of  the  Mw^ 
harbour,  and  streights  from  the  Faro  totbe  e^d 
oS  Calabria.  The  Convent^  which  is  Ingjt,  M 
aow  used  as  a  military  hospital:  widked.fiflia^ 
;waFds  on  the  Marino  and  examined  the  fine,  old 
gate  at  the  arsenal.  Dined  this  day  with  jSjr  J^ 
Stuart^  which^  indeed^  I  do  very  frequently^, 
and  after  went  to  the  opera;  at  present^  there 
is  an  excdlent  company  of  performers^  lurd 
^^17  S^^  dancers.  Sunday^  as  in  all  Catholic 
eonntries,  is  the  grand  night :  the  ballet  is  this 
evening  full  as  good  as  I  have  seei)  in  Loadoa 
or  Paris. 

I6tb. —  Went  on  board  the  Canopus  4ii» 
morning  at  8  o'clock^  to  breakfast  with  Admiral 
6oyle»3  &nd^   after   that^  called  on.  board  th9 
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Wairior,  atid>  on  my  ratnrn^  vmai  io  Fort  St 
Andrk^  Md  the  Bastion  Reale^  at  the  end  of  the 
Marino:  the  latter  has  soma  large  casematea 
and  bomb  proofe  into  which  1  went:  I  dao 
fiflited  some  of  the  smaller  charcheSi  In  the 
yiemoott  1  rode  to  the  Gonrent  of  Monte  Sant* 
Und  C^urabara  Hospital^  most  beantifnllj  ataated 
and  commanding  fine  views :  the  Convent  (Carj- 
malite  order)  is  almost  in  ruins  ;  the  Monks 
tedaced  to  mx^  and  very  poor :  the  streets  of 
Messina  are  all  flagged  with  Lava;  and  this  day, 
withnmcb  to  do^  for  the  first  time^  the  Corao^ 
or  main  street  was  swept  by  the  Galley  slarei. 
k  certainly  is  an  improvement  as  to  appearance, 
bat  not  mttch  as  to  riding,  the  streets  being; 
tn  consequenccj  very  slippery.  In  the  evemng 
(rttheopera« 

17th.-*->Took  a  ride  thif  moraia^  ap  the  great 
Fiamara,  beyond  the  Porte  Magdalene :  a  beauf» 
ttfiil  country^  but  a  dirty  people ;  still  they  da 
not  get  dmnk^  and  all  have  comfortable  beds^ 
ftottgk  ever  so  poor.  The  views  of  the  hilb  in 
ridges^  behind  each  other,  and  the  different  lights 
and  shade8>  have  a  fine  effect, — what  a  country 
Ibr  a  badsoape  painter.  In  the  afternoon,  went 
With  Dr.  Moseiy  to  see  the  Oarcere,  or  grea| 
l^fison.  The  dungeons  are  very  dirty :  noi^ 
are  under  ground,  but  are  formed  round  a  vaulted 
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room  on  the  ground  floor^  quite  dirk ;  they  are 

'built  like  de^  .hoxes ;  hi  to  theft  penons  ere  put 

and  closed  up^  with  merely  an  air-bole>  but  no 

lig^ht^  and  no  room  to  stand  up.    They  give  the 

prisoners  food  once  a  day^  and  here  wretcfaei 

have  been  confined  for  months^  on  suspicion  i 

fortunately^  they  are  now  empty.    There  is  a 

large  room  with  an  appaialns  for  giving  th^ 

cords  to  criminals^  as  at  Rome^  and  in  Italy ;  bit 

it  is  inflicted  in  private.     I  saw  a  great  number 

of  celk^  With  hundreds  of  fine  seak  on  the  dooiv^ 

and  on  inquiring  from  the  jailor^  who  appeared  a 

humane  man^  I  found  that  when  peopk  are  takes 

up  here^  for  any  political  crime^  or  on  suspicion^ 

the  Government  will  not  even  trust  the  jailor  ; 

but  the  Senate  and  certain  officers  come  and  ab« 

solntety  seal  them  up.     They  take  away  the 

keys^  and  then  seal  the  door ;  and  as  they  must 

open  it  once  in  two  days^  to  give  the  anfortunate 

inhabitant  food^  the  doors  are  in  consequence  all 

covered  with  fine  sealing  wax.    These  duageonc 

are  in  the  upper  story^  and  are  almost  dajrk>  baft 

dry.     We  afterwards  went  to  see  the  palace^  near 

St.  John's^  a  wretched  building.     Here  a  wretch, 

who  came  hst  year  from  Palemio,  caused  some 

shocking  dnng?eoBS  to  be  built^  which  be  filled^ 

being  a  perfect  Robespierre ;  but  in  eonseqoeace 

of  a  tumuk^  Lord  Forbes  and  Dr.  JMoseley  wa% 

ordered  to  examine  into  it^  and  their  interfSereace 

put  an  end  to  this  tyranny  and  oppressipn. 
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'  The  Chiua^ucB  Britanfdqueg  endmrked  this 
Aftemoon^  in  the  Leyden  and  two  traiuports^  and 
iailed  immedEatdy  for  Spain. 

'  18tfa.-^In  St.  John's  churchy  I  isaw  the  bones 
of  certain  saints^  deposited  there  some  cenluriesl 
They  are  Jnost  carefully  locked  up^  and  an  ap« 
pHcation  to  the  Senttte  was  neceanry  to  see  them« 
In  the  Friinoiflcan  convent,  near  the  town  on  the 
Faro  road^  we  saw  a  room  with  a  number  of 
bodies  of  monks  dried^  and  in  niches,  like  those  at 
Malta,  but  not  so  well  preserved :  a  nasty  sights 
but  which  shews  die  vanity  of  this  world.  These 
bodies  were  once  alive^  and  like  the  fine  healthy 
yonng  men  I  saw  on  coming  out,  (one  of  our 
regiments  being  quartered  in  this  convent)  I 
eonld  not  help  moralizing,  and  thinking  that  L 
and  all  these  men  now  so  gay  and  thoughtless; 
diall  in  a  few  years^  or  perhaps  months,  be  no 
better  than  these  dried  monks ;  and  yet  we  all 
go  on  as  if  we  Were  (o  live  fbr  ever^  The  packet 
telegraphed^ 
'.        "  ' 

3Snd.-^All  the  gun-boats  went  out  this  mom^ 
ing>  and  after  an  action  of  two  honrs,  returned. 
I  must  observe,  that  though  the  greater  part  of 
Murat's  gun*boats,  and  all  his  transport  flotilla^ 
have  left  Calabria,  they  stiU  have  a  division  of 
gun-boats;  but  the  actions  of  late  have  been. 
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<lilefiy  between  mar  gun-boats  and  tbe  FrencU 
batteries. 

My  proDiotion  to  Lientenant-General  was  this 

day  in  ardeni^  and  my  consequent  renoval  from 

the  Staff  after  the  ^Mx  inst.    Generals  M^Kenzic 

^nd  Skerret  are  also  promoted^  and  off  therStaff ; 

and  some  of  the  Captains  of  the  smaller  men  of. 

war  here^  lose  their  ships  by  ihm promotioik.    I 

bad  no  idea  of  a  brevet  taking  place  so  soon) 

when  I  left  England :  it  will  leave  me  master  of 

my   time^  however^  while  I  remain  h^e,  and 

enable  me  to  make  the  tour  of  the  island,    Tha 

season  is  now  so  far  advanced^  that  I  am  deters 

mined  to  sail  in  a  gun-boat  to-morrow^  which  Sir 

J.  Stewart  has  4>rdered  for  me^  to  Catania.    It  it 

vather  late  for  Etna ;  but^  if  possible,  I  vrilt  get 

to  its  summit    Dined  with  Sir  J.  S.  who  givi 

me  some  letters  of  introduction*  .  ^^ 

'  24th .-^I  could  not  sail  this  day,  as  I: was 
obliged  to  disembark  my  baggage .  froim  tht 
Chatham  transport,  which  sails  this  evening  fof 
Melazzo ;  and,  as  ih^  wintea*  is  now  eovmig  4)ni 
i  have  determined  to  stay  in  Sicily  till  .Spring: 
Mfade  prepamtions  for  sailing  to-morrow ;  I  shaM 
leave  my  two  English  servisnts  at  MesAina, :  iBcai 
take  my  Sicilian  Pascall,  (a  first- rate  coOk)  With 
S)f^.]M[4^r  (^hian,i.my  «d^-c^p^aaAJjdaiilt 
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It  Sweeny,  of  the  63iid^  accompany  ine;  and  I 
have  also  got  an  orderly  dragoon  to  attend  iu. 

25th.— In  this  country^  it  is  necesgary  to  carry 
bedding,  a  canteen^  and  some  wine  and  pro^ 
tision,  which,  with  our  travelling  baggage,  was 
pnt  on  board  the  gun-boat  early  this  morning ; 
just  as  we  were  going  out  of  harbour,  the 
wind  chopped  round  souths  which  being  quite 
oontrary  for  us^  we  could  not  proceed. 

I  cannot  too  often  repeat  the  beauty  of  the 
country  round  Messina,  which  is  never  be€^ 
ter  tojoyed  than  from  on  board  a  man  of  war, 
one  mile  from  shore.  To  behold  this  city  from 
the  sea,  its  beautiful  harbour,  the  winding 
Streights  extending  for  miles  from  the  Faro  to 
8t  Placido,  its  several  capes  and  promontories ; 
the  chains  of  mountains  behind  Messina,  of  most 
irregular  forms ;  forts  Gonzago  and  Castellacia, 
with  Antena  Mara,  (next  in  height  to  JStna) 
crowning  the  whole :  in  short,  an  assemblage  of 
vountaini,  water,  and  orange  groves,  with  a  fine 
city,  convents,  and  villages^  all  comprised  in  one 
veiir,  timt  cannot  be  surpassed ;  but,  as  the  sun 
declines,  and  strikes  on  Calabria,  new  and  widk 
lints  with  different  shades  i^pean  The  wiM 
gridimity  of  those  mountains,  the  light  which  at 
Ihia  taoN  dispkys  the  distant  forests^  wUh  range 
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beliiiid  mnge  of  all  forms  and  nhsept^,  eonilitati 
a  scene  at  once  Biagnificent,  beautifiil,  and 
rabliine. 

A  frigate  pamed  the  Faro  this  OTening,  and 
was  not  fired  at.  Great  thunder  and  lightning 
in  the  night :  my  room  iUaminatedby  the  flashes. 

1B6th. — Wind  continues  contrary^  and  the  rain 
fiJis  in  torrents ;  but  very  warm.  Thermometer 
in  shade  at  two  o'clock^  P.M.  70.  The  thunder^ 
lightnings  and  rain  continued  with  great  violence 
aHday. 

SOth. — Wind  contrary :  I  therefore  went  at 

ten  o'clock  this  morning  to  the  conrent  of  St; 

Gr^^rto,    to  see  a  young  lady  take  the  reO  i 

a  ceremony   worth    seeing;    had   high  massj 

and    very    fine   music.      On    such  occasions^ 

the   friends   invite  the  principal  nobility  and 

gentry  to  the  ceremony^    and  I  had  my  m^ 

▼itation:     We  all  first  assembled  in  a  room, 

where  the  Novice  conversed  with  every  one ; 

diocolate,     coffee,    and    cakes,    were  handed 

dMut ;  after  spending  a  full  hour  we  went  inta 

c&nrch^-^  the  ladieB  and  gentlemen  dl  in  fiiB 

dress ;  the  church  illuminated :  the  lady,  to  tdte 

6ie  ttii,   sat  behind  the  grating ;   whicli  Vriur 

now  open,  so  that  sh^  appeared,  in  front  iotf 


fkm,  lik^.  A  uingtx  ia  frapt  of  an  orcbestav* 
A%r  high  voBBB,  she  and  her  sisters  (for  she  has 
two  in  the  Convent^  but  who  will  not  become 
NunsJ  sang ;  she  then  took  up  the  scissors^  and 
inade  the  signal  of  cutting  to  her  acquainiaace^ 
laughing  and  seeming  very  gay :  she  is^certainly 
either  very  superstitious^  or  she  acted  her  part 
admirably:  her  mother  assured  me  she  did  all 
ffl^ooold  l9  prevent  her  becomicg  a  Nun^  but 
^  no  purpo^ :  she  was  most  splendidly  dressed 
as  if  for  Courts  and  a  profusion  of  diamonds;  for^ 
%n  these  occasions^  they  are  lent  by  all  the  relattona 
and  friends.  After  the  blasphemous  song  oiOkl 
Jesus  Christ,  Jesiis  Christ,  come  and  marry  me ! 
a  priest  got  into  the  pulpit  and  preached  a  ser- 
mon; a  grand  concert  of  Church  music  siic-* 
ceded,  during  which  she  was  taking  up  th^ 
8ciss9rsj  and  making  significant  signs,  when  the 
Chief  Priest  and  Lady  Abbess  came  and  cut  off 
her  fine  hair :  she  then  began  to  undress,  throw-* 
iag  into  a  hirge  dish  the  woildly  foUieii  of  driess  ; 
the  diamonds,  ear-rings,  bracelets,  &c.  &c.  all 
were  tossed  away  with  disdain,  after  which  she 
went  out,  and  returned  in  ten  minutes,  com- 
pletely  metamorphosed,  in  the  dress  of  the 
order, — a  gloomy  black,  and  very  badly  made*; 
the  company  withdrew  to  the  room  we  first 
|ssembled  in ;  her  friends  and  the  ladies  wem 
^  preseat€4^  wd  kissed  her ;  straiigeiB  hovfpi. 


1.  coAVtffiodt  wHh   her,    and    advised  her  ta 

The  rule  is  this  i-^After  the  noriciate^  they^ 

take  the  white  veil  as  abcnire ;  and  this  day  she 

spenda  with  her  family  :  at  night  she  retuniB  t* 

the  convent^   and  no  one    can   see  her  for  a 

moBth^    after    which    dbe   may    come  to   the 

grata  like  the  others:    at  the  end  of  one  year 

Ae  may  take  the  bbck  veii^  which  is  a  taM  vowf 

aerer  to  be  reversed^  or  rather  Ae  then  takes  the 

Yowa ;    but^  if  she  chases^  die  may  ask  another 

year,  and  eren  a  thirds  at  the  end  of  wfaidi  8h« 

must  declare  her  intention  finally.  They  say  there 

is  no  force  ;  but  there  is  the  same  thing.     These 

poor  gills  are  educated  fbr  it^  and  their  minds 

warped^  and'perverted  for  the  purpose.  ladviaed 

her  to  renoiiacdattheeiidef  the  year,  die  howeiref 

smiled^  asid  saidiher  resolution  was  taken.    Tlwse 

Qttmnonies^  when  puUic  fike  this^  are  expeiwtM, 

and  defrayed  by  the  &mily    £T«ry  person  of  any 

difltiBetioQ,  in  Mesuna,  attended  on  the  occasioB^ 

tetiiis  la^  was  the  daughter  of  the  Grand  Jndgei 

^he  ceremony  ended  with  adischargie  of  goat 

and  paterreros. 

The  black  veil  is  a  more  singular  ceremony^ 
as  I  am  told,  and  more  expensive.  On  this  occa- 
sion the  Nun^   being  married  to  Jesus  Christ, 

I 
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renounces  the  world  for  ever^  and^  in  testinonf 
thereof,  is  put  into  a  coffin^  surrounded  witk 
candles^  and  ends  with  the  three  vows  oi*  poverty, 
obedience^  and  chastity :  to  such  a  pitch  can 
the  human  mind  be  worked  up  :  however^  these 
institutions  are  now  fortunately  on  the  decline^ 

Thw  Church  of  St.  Gregorio  is  very  pretty, 
and  has  roost  beautiful  marUe  work,  also  some 
pictures.  The  batteries  kept  up  a  smart  fire 
(though  certainly  a  very  distant  one)  for  above 
an  hour  this  afternoon.  The  effect  is,  however, 
very  fine  to  the  lookers  on.  The  shot  go  quite 
over  the  Streights ;  the  shells  above  half  way. 

Nov.  1st. — ^I  visited  the  Madre  Chressa,  or 
Cathedral,  in  which  are  tweniy-two  columns  of 
granite,  formerly  belonging  to  a  temple  of  Nep- 
tune at  the  Faro,  two  of  them  appear  entire 
pieces.  The  order  1  am  unacquainted  with, 
the  capitals  being  unlike  any  I  have  seen  else- 
where. There  are^  in  twelve  niches,  colossal 
statues  of  the  Apostles ;  but^  so  much  covered 
with  dust,  it  was  impossible  to  say  whether  thej 
were  formed  of  stone  or  marble. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


ScyUa  and  CharyhdiB — Arrival  at  CatanxOf^- 

Ascent  of  Mount  JEtna. 

*^  Dextmm  Scjrlla  Utas,  IcTiim  impkcata  Charybdls 
*<  Obgidet :  atqae  imo  tarathri  ter  gnigite  Tastot 
<<  Sorbet  in  abruptam  fiuctav,  rartnsque  tab  aurai 
*^  Eriglt  alternoB  et  sidera  verberat  onda. 
<<  At  Scyllam  cascis  cohibet  spelnoca  latebrit, 
*^  Ora  exsertaatem,  et  nares  in  Muca  trahenten. 
^^  Prima  hominis  facief ,  et  palcliro  pectore  Wrgo 
'^  Pnbe  tenns :  postrema  iromani  corpore  pristis, 
*^  Delphinnm  caodas  utero  commissa  iaponim.'* 

iBimooB,  lib.iiL 

The  classical  reader^  whose  imagination  has 
lieen  exalted  by  the  descriptions  of  the  antient 
poets^  might  be  greatly  disappointed  at  the  first 
tight  of  the  *'  implacable  Charybdis  lashing 
*'  the  stars  with  its  waves/'*  as  pictured  by 


*  Or,  at  Dryd«o,  with  inimitable  Batfaoi  transUiea  it,  <*  Wo$^$  tk^ 

i8 
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Virgil.  The  present  Charybdis  generally  ap- 
pears  to  be  little  more  than  a  tamultuous  agita- 
tion of  the  sea  at  a  small  distance  from  the 
•hore^    which    would    scarcely    excite    notice, 

were  it  not  from  the  celebrity  it  has  acquired  in 

—    <••     •  •" 

poetry. 

Scylla  is^  indeed^  a  most ,  interesting;  olgect, 
i7  which  I  have  given  a  correct  sk^YcK^  taken 
at  a  distance ;  but  that  side-  of  the  Streights, 
being  in  possession  of  the  French^  1  had  not 
an*  opportunity  of  inspecting  it  more  neariy. 
Since  my  return^  I  have  perused  the  d^sc]:iption 
of  ScyAa  and  Charybdis^  (iyeu  by  SpeUwijiani, 
who  had  an  opportunity  o|  exapiinini^  them 
when  Uieae  Streights  were  not  oeoupied  by-ton- 
tendii^  flotflfaM&  I  staaH  subjoin  bis  account  to 
the  short  notice  which  1  have  taken  of  Charyb- 
dis iA  my  journal.  The  reader  may  observe^ 
that^  in  both  accounts^  Charybdis  is  considered 
not  as. a  real  gulpb  ox  whirj^jool^  but  aiv  eddy, 
occasioned  by  opposing  currents. 

.  ''  Charybdis^  (s^ys  SpeUanzaniJ*  is  distant 
^  from  the  shoce  of  Messiaa^  about  750  feet; 
'^  and  is  called^  by  the  country  people^  Calofaro, 

*'  have  supposed,  but  from  the  Greek  woijds 
*[  KdloM   and  Pharo8y4bAi  is,  tk»  l«tfHtfiJM 
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f^r  ^tfie  guiditncQ  ^ef  ^lie  v^aseb.  ^  Th^  pbih 
ncneaon  ^  tbe  CfiloiftQo^  k  4>h8ervikl4e  viiheii 
Ihe  ^aofent  is  tiefoeftdai^;  ler^  when  th^B 
current  setg  in  from  the  norths  the  pilots  43i|l 
it  the  descending  rema^  or  current;  and^ 
wbea  it  tuns  from'  (he  *w^aXk,  the  ascend ng 
rema^  tiie  carreat'aseMds  or  dasoends  at  thp 
rising  olr  s^ii^  >ef  the  moon^  w^  .afmtiait^ 
-for  ifix  hours.  In  the  interraL  ))etw«en  rcafifi 
ttMeiit  oir  daseeat^  these>i8:a'Calm>  which  Jaslf^ 
at  least»  a  qnafter  of  ^anhoar,  but  notJoqgpfr 
'^  iihasi  (an  hour ;  -afterwards^  «t  4he  rising  ^x 
'*  netting  <tf  the  mooa,  4he  cunrent  ^enlefs 
^'  Irbm  the  norths  makiiig  var teas  aisles  of  in- 
'^  .cidenoes  with  fbe^hiHre^  aiad^ttt  liM^gth^  entaip 
''  ihe  Oalefiiro.  This  dday;«oiiietiia»s  opntiiui^ 
*'  two  hours;  somi^timies  it  imaiediately  faHs.iato 
^  ^theCalofero ;  aadtfaeni^perience  has  taugl^^ 
^^  that  it.  is  a  owtain  token  of  bad  weather." 

Spellanzani  lUso  iitform  as^  that  he  ^passed 
•imr^tke  Cfeiloftiro^  'in  a  b#at^  which  rocked  very 
aiQchy  and  obliged  theAen  to  msd^  ase  of  tht^r 
oars  to  prevent  them  being  driven  out  of  it 
He  ilhrew  differait  tubstapces  into  it,  those 
evdiieh.  swam  weie  so#n ,  driven  out  of  the  revol- 
ving circle  by  the  agitation  of  the  waters.;  thq^ 
which  sunk  were  not  thrown  up  again.    He  also 
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sounded  the  bottom  with  a  line  and  plammet, 
and  found  its  greatest  depth  did  not  exceed  500 
feet ;  but^  beyond  it^  in  the  middle  of  the 
fltreight^  he  iiras  informed  the  depth  was  don* 
ble. 

When  the  current  and  the  wind  are  contrary 
lo  each  other^  and  both  in  great  violence^  espe- 
ciaHy  when  the  sirocco  or  south  wind  blows^  the 
swelling  and  dashing  of  the  waves  in  Charybdis 
is  more  impetuous  and  extensiye ;  it  then  con* 
tains  three  or  four  eddies^  or  even  more,  accord- 
ing to  its  extent  and  violence.  If,  at  this  time^ 
vessels  are  driven  into  it,  they  are  seen  to  whirl 
round,  rock,  and  change,  but  are  never  drawn 
into  the  vortex ;  they  only  sink  when  filled  with 
water  by  the  waves  beating  over  them :  when 
vessels  of  a  larger  size  are  forced  into  it,  what- 
ever wind  they  have  they  cannot  extricate  them- 
selves ;  their  sails  are  useless ;  and,  after  having 
been  for  some  time  tossed  about  by  the  waves, 
if  they  are  not  assisted  by  the  pilots  of  the 
country,  who  know  how  to  bring  them  out  of 
the  course  of  the  current,  they  are  furioudy 
driven  upon  the  neighbouring  shore  of  the 
Latema,  where  they  are  vn'ecked,  and  the 
greater  part  of  their  crews  perish  in  the 
waves. 
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From  tiiese  facte,  the  ckuniGa]  resder  witt  per* 
eeiTe  that  the  ancient  deacriptioni  of  the  Cha« 
fybdJB  Are  by  no  means  so  accnrate  as  those  of 
Scylla.  The  saying,  however,  which  became 
proverbial  among  the  aacientSj  viz.  that  he  who 
endeavours  to  avoid  CJharybdis^  dashes  upon 
ScyUa^  is  in  a  great  measure  true.  If  a  ship 
be  extricated  from  the  fury  of  Gharybdis,  and 
carried  by .  a  sb*ong  southerly  wind  along  the 
streight  towards  the  northern  entrance,  it  will^ 
indeed,  pass  out  safely ;  but,  should  it  meet 
with  a  wind  in  a  nearly  opposite  direction,  it 
would  become  the  sport  of  both  these  winds, 
and  unable  jto  advance  or  recede,  being  driven^ 
in  a  middle  course,  between  their  two  directions, 
would  run  full  upon  the  rock  of  Scylla,  if  it 
be  not  immediately  assisted  by  the  pilots.  It  is 
likewise  observed,  that,  in  these  hurricanes,  a 
Jand  wind  frequently  rises,  which  descends  froia 
a  narrow  pass  in  Calabria,  and  increases  the 
force  with  which  the  ship  is  impelled  towards 
the  rock. 

Seylla  is  a  I(^y  rock,  distant  twelve  miles 
from  Messina,  which  rises  almost  perpendicularly 
from  the  sea  on  the  shore  of  Calabria,  and  be- 
yond which  is  the  small  city  of  the  same  name. 
Thott|^  there  was  scarcely  any  wind,  I  began 
(o  bear,  two  miles  brfore  1  came  to  the  rock^ 
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amturmnr  ai|d  noise  fikeielcetafttMdiklurkiii^of 
dogs,  and,  on  a  nearer  approach^  retidily  ilm* 
eovieMd  the  tause.  This  rock,  in  its  ibi#er 
parts,  contains  a  nnmbier  of  caverns;  one  of 
the  largest  of  which  is  called  by  the  peo|i« 
there,  Dfagara.  The  Waves,  wheli  in  the  kwt 
agitated,  rushing  into  these  caverns ;  hreak,  dash> 
throw  up  frothy  bubbles,  and  thais  bccamoa 
these  varimis  and  muhiplied  sounds.  I  then 
perceived  vrith  how  much  truth  and  resembiance 
of  nature.  Homer  and  Virgil,  in  their  personi- 
fications of  Scylla,  had  poartrayed  this  aoene, 
by  describing  the  monster  they  drew,  as  luiking 
in  the  darkness  of  a  vast  cavern,  surrounded  by 
lavenous  barking  mastiffs,  together  with  vmhe^ 
to  increase  the  horror. 

Snch  is  the  situation  and  appearance  of  Scylla. 
Let  us  now  consider  the  danger  it  occasions  ta 
mariners.  Though  the  tide  is  almost  impercep- 
tible in  the  open  parts  of  the  Medtterrfmean^ 
it  is  very  strong  in  the  streight  of  Messini^,  in 
consequence  of  the  narrowness  of  the  channel, 
wkd  is  regdiated,  as  in  other '  places,  by  the 
pericNlical  elevation  and  depression  of  the  water. 
Where  the  flow  or  current  is  accompanied  by  a 
wind  blowing  the  same  way,  vessels  hacve  iio- 
thing  to  fear,  since  they  either  do  not  dater  the 
streight,  both  the  wip4  imd  Uie  stream  oppo6in|^ 
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«fabm/Utt  eat  imehor  alt  tfte  eMmii€f»;  (*,  tf 
hotfi  Are  fiitmiraUe,  •enter  <m  Siili  Mtt>  %tiA  pirn 
(fcomifh  with  uatitk  npidity^  that  Aiej^  MMnr  to 
fly  lol^er  the  wvter :  btit^  when  the  isemiM  nmi 
fmk  south  to  nosth,  and  the  «orth  Mnd  illdM 
liard  at  the  same  tiine,  the  ehip,  wfaieh  eiqyecMii 
aM^y  to  pass,  the  irtvc^ght ^ivMi  ^ibe  Wiod  k  iii 
gteni>  on  its  entering  die  cbannd,  in  Mstoled 
%y  die  >c^pMke  ettrnMt/  and,  hnpelted  by  iwe 
<brt:es    in    cintyary  directions,    is.   Hit  l^n^Ch^ 
daKhed  on  the  rack  ef  Scylla,  or  4 riv^n  on  th« 
neighhoaring  eands,  ueless  the  pilot  ^hall  ap^Iy 
46r  the  succoar  necessary  for  his  presefvMion^ 
fer>  to  give  assistance  4a  case  of  Mdi  adcid^ats, 
iweaty-feor  of  the  stronigest,  boldest,  and  moA 
^experienced  mflors,   well  acquainted  With  tiie 
ifUmce,  are  stalliMied,  day  <and  mi^t,  dlong  the 
ahoiie  of  Mesuma,  who,  ^t  the  t^6H  ef  gtfM 
4red,  as  signals  of  disftress,   from  atiy  Smi^, 
9iMten  to  ks  assistance,  and  tow  it  Wi^  one  ef 
their  light  boats.     The  earrent,   where  9t  h 
strongest,    does    not    extend    over   the  whole 
Mreight,  but  winds  throagh  it  in  intricate  mean- 
iders,  with  the  course  of  wliich  these  men  arh 
l^rfectly  acfoainted,  and  aK  <biis  aMe  to  guide 
the  ship  in  saeh  a  manner  as  to  4Toid  it :  sfhould 
the  pilot,  however,  confiding  in  hiis  dwn  skill, 
contenin  or  neglect  this  assistance,    however 
j^^reM  hiaail^lfity  «r  experiences  he  woaM  run  thfe 
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jBOit  immiiiCAit  risk  of  being  shipwrecked.  In 
Hum  a|;itation  and  conflict  of  the  waters^  forced 
oae  way  by  the  carrent^  and  driven  in  a  con* 
trary  direction  by  the  wind^  it  is  useless,  tothrow 
the  line  to  discover  the  depth  of  the  bottom^ 
the  violence  of  the  current  frequently  carrying 
the  lead  almost  on  the  surfisM^e  of  the  water. 
The  strongest  cables^  though  some  feet  in  cir* 
cumference^  break  like  small  cords  :  should  two 
or  thiree  anchors  be  thrown  out^  the  bottom  is 
so  rocky  that  they  either  take  no  hdd^  or^  if 
they  should^  are  soon  loosened  by  the  violence 
of  the  waves.  Every  expedient  afforded  by  the 
art  of  navigation^  though  it  might  succeed  in 
saving  a  ship  in  other  p&rts  of  the  Mediterra* 
nean^  or  even  the  tremendous  ocean^  is  useless 
here.  The  only  means  to  avoid  being  dashed 
against  the  rocks^  or  driven  upon  the  sands  in 
the  midst  oi  this  furious  contest  of  the  winds 
and  waves^  is  to  have  recourse  to  the  skill  and 
courage  of  these  Messinese  seamen. 

Nov.  2nd. — People  differ  much  about  the  real 
situation  of  the  Charybdis^  which  evidently  arises 
from  the  cross  currents  in  the  Streights  ;  it  pro- 
bably was  a  more  permanent  or  stationary  phe- 
nomenon in  former  times  :  the.  convulsions  of 
nature  in  Sicily  and  Calabria,  must  have  occa- 
sioned many  changes.    At  present^  what  is  called 
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tbe  Cftwyfadis^  evidently  shifts  by  emrents  coming 
in  contact  daring  particular  winds.  I  saw  these 
enrrents  plainly  this  daj^  in  the  greatest  violence^ 
and  almost  across  the  Streights  from  Salvador  de 
Grecei  to  San  Geovani  in  Calabria.  I  have  seen 
them  at  times  opposite  the  citadel  of  Messina, 
nnd  so  violent  as  even  to  whirl  a  frigate  quite 
round ;  I  have  also  seen  the  same  effect  at  the 
Faro  Point ;  but  most  frequently  this  agitation  at 
the  sea  takes  place  opposite  the  citadel.  The 
ancients  had  great  terror  of  these  Streigbts,  and 
aome  say^  would  not  pass  them.  Lord  Nelson 
was  certainly  the  first  who  sailed  through  ia 
modem  times  with  a  large  fleet* 

5th. — ^This  being  the  anniversary  of  gaa* 
powder  plot,  the  British  men  of  war  fired.  Ia 
the  afternoon^  the  enemy  fired  a  feu  dejoie  fropi 
their  batteries  along  the  whole  line  from  SciUa 
to  Heggio,  and  the  towns  were  iiluminaled  at 
night :  we  fear  they  may  have  gained  a  victory 
.  in  Spain  or  Portugal 


^FroaUieFaro Tower,  tbe  iliorteit  line  meroM  to  CaUMa*  ii  1<^7S1 

foet;  3|673  yardt;  or  two  miles.    To  the  Torre  di  Ca^allo  18,720  i«et« 

From  Mettina  to  Calabria,  directly  acrosg  Ii  six  miles  and  a  half. 

From  Reggio  to  Catania,  22  miles.    From  tlio  Frtncii  fiatteries  to  otff 

Mteiiea  near  6oMari»  I0fi&6  &et* 
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0th.— The  wind  t>eing  fair,  I 
'«nd  got  every  thing  on  board ;  bBi  "wlieii  jwA 
^tettAy  to  Bail,  the  vrind  chanrged,  Md  be- 
MHime  contrary ;  I  was  obliged  to  ditenibark. 
At  three  P.M.  we  bad  a  storm  ^  thnadw^and 
lightning,  and  a  tremendous  hail  ffboweir.  Tfafe 
liail-stones  were  as  large  lis  pistol  balls,  and 
almost  as  hard.  In  the  afternoon,  the  wind  came 
about,  but  too  late  to  embark ;  for  these  small 
toasting  gun -boats  do  not  lik«  to  keep  the  sea  at 
'itight  in  winter. 


* '  Tth.-^M  last  the  wind  was  fair,  ami  we  sailed 

in  the  gun-boat,  at  nine  o'clock  A.M.    Mycelf^ 

Major  Coghlan,  and  Lieut.  Sweeney,  of  the  68nd 

'teglment,  with  an  orderly  dragoon,  and  Pascall^ 

<iny  cook.  We  had  a  good  run  as  far  as  Scalletlai 

-which  is  curiously  situated  on  a  hig^  rocky  h31» 

over  the  sea :   in  fact,  there  are  two  towns,  one 

On  a  hill,  and  one  at  the  beach,  and  two  ittroog 

forts,  one  above  the  other.     At  one  o'clock,  P.M. 

it  fell  calm  ;  but  as  we  were  close  to  the  coast, 

we  got  a  drag  rope,  and  ten  men  ashore,  and 

"between  rowing  and  hauling,  and  with  the^^ir- 

rent,  we  got  on.     We  landed,  and  walked  along 

the  coast  a  mile  or  two,  and  then  hired  ibnr  bul<- 

locks  to  tow  us,  which  they  did  within  a  few  miles 

'0f  Taorminum,  by  nine  P.M.     Am  the  wind  roie 

again>  and  we  had  a  fine  moonlight  nighty  the 
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€)i»pt»ip  Padraat  proi^qd  to  «taii4*  ^Q^  ^m 
^^iataow^  whi«b  I.  reafdily  consented  to^  and  tbfui 
^)r  dpwn  in  the  gmaljl.  cabin  in:  my  clotjie^  aiul 
9ev#rr6l^t  bettier. 

At  six  o'clock  A.M.  Thursdi^  the  8th,  ^  fironid 
^e  were  ia«i|g;ht  of  Catenia^  Sf ount  Etna  l5M^94 
QEi^at  sublime  from  the  sea^  a^id  was.very  ^I)w& 
We  ptsfted  qlose  ^  th^  famous  Ba«|ltic  Is)€)9*  <|f 
t^  Qyidops,.  qf  whj^h.  ^  ha4  a^  dietji^t.  Tip» 
We  satur  sev[end  old  towecs  and  qistles  op  t^ 
coep^  with  high  mountains  ia  the  back  groQi^ 
The  wind  always  most  miceirtajii  in  the  Me4J|te%* 
x^menByOpw  chasi^ronnd:  these  lateen  v^sse^ 
U»  ^ej^y  close;  we  werei  oblig|»)^  howeTOr,  ^ 
make  siprefiaj;  tacksy  and  got  into  the  Af  x^e  at  lUMj 
ju^  ti^enty-^nr  hours  passage. 


Cataiiijai  i^  a  beautiful  <^ty^  and  ite  s^^ujit^iii 
cWsetQ  the  ses^  under  Father  ]@tna^.withr|janih- 
i^^FpuapFcgenyj  (as  Mr.  P.  l^eydone  <;aJ)s  allUi# 
jcuinOT  volcanic  hills  depending  on,  him^  ^]m$  9, 
heaitfif ul  #oifp4'^.  I  wais  recomme«ide|d  to  go  t9 


op  the  top  of  one  of  them  Are  the  nans  of  an  old  Cattle.  Thejr  find 
*|mzaolaaa  and  a  red  icoria  on  thediy  with  atrata  of  day  and  lava^r 
partfy  columnar  and  partly  amo^horu. 
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ihe  Elephant  Inn^  and  was  told  the  landlord  of  ii, 
tfas  an  excellent  guide ;  but  we  could  not  get 
ticcommodation  there^  so  went  to  the  Lion  d'Oro^ 
which  is  kept  by  an  old  mountain  guide^  a  rerf 
civil  obliging feJlow.*  Everything,  however,  ap- 
peared so  dirty  :  the  stairs  (more  properly  a  sort 
of  ladderj  to  the  rooms  in  such  a  tottering  state^ 
and  all  bore  such  an  air  of  wretchedness,  that  we 
went  to  the  Benedictine  convent.  I  had  a  letter 
to  Don  Veto ;  and  as  I  thought  these  rich  con- 
vents generally  accommodated  travellers,  (par- 
ticularly English  officers)  when  the  inns  are  fiill^ 
«  convenience  seldom  refused  at  the  poorer  ones, 
I  bad  no  doubt  of  meeting  a  hospitable  reception. 
The  English  Guards  had  been  a  long  time  quar- 
tered in  this  magnificent  convent,  and  were  so 
much  liked,  that  I  hoped  that  circumstance  would 
assist  in  getting  us  rooms  there.  Don  Veto, 
tiowever,  had  gone  to  Augusta,  and  after  dancing 
lis  about  for  near  an  hour,  the  Superior  ordered 
us  apartments,  but  with  only  bare  walls,  not  even 
a  stool  or  table  in  them  :  these  we  did  not  ac- 
cept, and  were  going  to  the  Senate  to  request 
quarters,  which,  indeed,  I  should  have  been  en- 
titled to,  under  the  passports  and  letters  I  had 


*  Though  the  Houses  are  in  generml  badly  finished  and  dirty  inside, 
ontaidtf  they  hare  a  fine  appearance,  being  almost  all  of  good  and 
tplaadid  arcbitecturB. 


horn  the  worthy  Governor  of  MeggiiHi^  Omenl 
Danero^  when  the  master  of  the  Lion  d'Ofo 
came  with  his  book  of  certificates^  in  which  I  saw 
the  recommendation  of  many  persons  that  I 
knewj  so  I  went  to  his  hoase  rather  than  trouble 
the  Senate ;  and  as  we  had  onr  own  bedding; 
and  were  pretty  well  accustomed  to  dirty  rooms, 
we  thought  we  should  be  more  our  own  mastere 
at  an  inn^  than  at  a  private  house. 

Sir  J.  Stuart  gave  me  a  letter  to  the  CShevalier 
Paterno,  a  most  civile  obliging,  and  well-in« 
formed  man :  I  walked  about  the  town  with 
him  this  day.  It  was  almost  entirely  destroyed 
by  the  great  earthquake,  in  the  year  1693 ;  bui 
has  been  rebuilt.  There  is  a  curious  elephant 
of  lava,  in  the  great  square,  with  an  obeliriL  on 
his  back  of  Egyptian  granite^  an  antique.  I 
made  all  my  arrangements  for  going  up  Etna 
to-morrow,  and  then  went  to  the  play  with 
Patemo.  It  is  a  poor  house :  in  fact^  a  private 
one  in  Prince  Bascarris's  palace^  lent  while  the 
public  one  is  btiilding. 

9th. — It  was  a  very  fine  day,  when  we  set  out 
on  our  expedition  to  Etna,  at  nine  o'clock  A.M. 
We  arrived  at  the  convent  at  Nicolosi,  at  one 
P.M.  just  four  hours.  Such  a  road  or  rather 
mountain  path  all  over  high  rocks  of  biva,  I  be^ 
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Iflne^  eau  fcaretly  be  fouAin ftoy  •Aherparl of" 
tbe  world* 

'  We  had  muki  and  hoiWs  (I  found  one  fef  my 
orderly  dragooiij  as  of  €Oune  be  ooald  not  brings 
hii  fipom  tbe  re^iine»t)  to  CMry  our  provision, 
beddings  &e.  It  is  roost  wonderlol  bow  Iheso^ 
iMiiiiMdii^olimb  up'  an4  dowa  and  ovor  Focba^  wi^' 
their  load^  witbourt  stumbling.  The  innkeopeFi- 
Lorenzo  Abati^  and  his  son^  accompanied  us  as 
guides,  and  iny  cook^  Pascal^  a  necessary  poison 
eni  a  Sicilian  journey.  The  distance  to  NiooiiBi 
■  4>alled  twe^Te  n^,  bat  I  doubt  if  it  is  riom) 
ten  ten.  The  coaTMit  at  Nicolosl  afierds  goodi 
And  .boif^itaUe  acoonuBod»tion  to  stiatngei* 
tiaking  the  mounlaia ;  but  a  letter  from  that  at 
Catania,  (the  Benedictines)  is  necessary^  %ttif 
ttetivera  the  proristona  I  broiigbt  up.  Mid-  th« 
•onvenicnce  at  Nkolesi^  we  fared  very  wett.  H 
ia  abedotely  necessary  in  Sicily  to  oarfy  a  matteew/ 
T^tm,  Wanket,  andsheet8>  and  a  small  canteen, 
aH  which,  they  pack  m  a  mule.  We  passed  th« 
viUage  of  Nicolosi,  which  is  a  veiy  tolerable  one ; 
and  near  it  for  about  two  miles,  the  road  is  good, 
eomparedto  the  rockawe  climbed  oi«r^b«<ere. 
The  country  here  is  nwre  kvel  foe  a  mile,  and 
Areugh  sAaH  cinders  or  ashes,  and  black  sand. 
On  the  rock*  of  few  through  which  the  road 
permit  from  Cataajjp,  wa  saw  the  ftoent 


or 


ind  cwmttioM  growing  wiU^  and  in  flower. 
The  poor  children  along  the  sandy  part  of  the 
road^  came  following  us^  beggings  and  tumblings 
just  as  they  do  in  Wales^  and  many  parts  of 
England^ 

While  dinner  was  preparing^  I  wdlked  with 
Sweeney^  up  a  very  steep  mountain^  at  the 
back  of  the  convent.  The  soil  is  entirely  of 
black  and  fine  ashes  and  cinders^  like  coal 
dust^  but  covered  with  vines.  The  ascent  was 
difficult;  from  the  top  I  counted  twenty-five 
volcanic  mountains  and  extinguished  craters^ 
all  the  children  of  Etna^  and  many  of  them 
covered  with  wood :  we  had  a  fine  view  as  ftur 
as  Syracuse.  The  height  of  Etna  appears 
very  great;  but  from  some  points^  particu* 
larly  at  sea^  I  never  saw  two  mountains  so  per- 
fectly similar  in  shape^  and  so  like  in  appear^ 
ance^  with  the  mere  difference  of  size^  as  Etna 
and  our  conical  mountain^  called  the  Sugar-loaf^ 
near  Bray ;  but  it  is  comparing  a  Giant  to  a 
Dwarf.  AH  round  the  convent^  and  on  the 
adjoining  hills^  though  the  soil  appears  to  be 
mere  coal-dust^  there  are  fine  vine-yards^  and  fig- 
trees  growing  wild^  with  many  other  plants. 

The  woody  region  begins  about  three  mfl^es 
Ifom  Nicdosi;   but  from  the  hill  at  the  back 
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of  the  convent^  has  no  appearance  of  ibMsf^ 
travellers  describe ;  on  the  contrary^  it  looks  like 
brushwood^  and  not  of  any  great  extents 

Sweeney  and  t^  next  ascended  Monte  Rqgso^ 
so  called  from  its  red  and  fiery  appearance, 
in  reality  it  forms  two  mountains^  from  whence 
came  the  torrent  of  lava^  that  almost  oTor-^ 
whelmed  Catania  in  1669;  and  the  course  eS 
which  can  be  still  traced  from  these  moantains  to 
the  sea^  fiiU  fourteen  miles.  This  Bocca  has 
never  been  in  activity  since  ;  indeed^  the  mis^ 
chief  it  then  occasioned  with  that^  from  a  ter^ 
rible  earthquake  twenty-four  years  afterwards^ 
Which  destroyed  the  town^  made  it  a  matter  of 
iistonishment^  that  Catania  should  be  rebi^lt  at 
all^  much  less  in  so  magnificent  and  spl^did  ft 
manner.  Few  of  the  great  eruptions  have  bcM 
from  the  crater  at  the  top  of  Etna  for  many  cen^ 
turies ;  but  from  various  parts  of  this  immense 
siountain^  and  at  thirty  and  fifty  miles 


That  eruptions  have  formerly  issued  from 
the  great  crater  is  certain^  but  none  of  tny 
extent  in  modern  times.  Humbodlt  makes  the 
same  observation  on  the  Peak  of  Tenerifie.  We 
passed  two  tolerable  villages  on  our  v?ay  to 
•Nieolosi^  'and  I  observed  in  them^  as  every  where 
in  Sicily^  more  than  one  apothecary's  shop^  and 


0n6  or  iiro.notariefi  and  »mUbs:  The  Benedic-' 
tine  monks  formerly  \rere  established  at  Nico^ 
1991 ;  l^tt^  after  the  ^eat  eruption' in  1669^  re«* 
moYed  to  Catania^  where^  being"  Very  rieh^  they 
built  a  magnificent  convent  and  church,  and  got 
leave  to  abandon  Nicoloai,  merely  keeping  a 
prie$t  at  it»  and  one  or  two  lay -brothers,  with  one 
old  monk,  as  they  say,  to  accomodate  travellers  to 
tbe  mountain ;  but,  in  fact^  to  be  stewards  to 
their  immense  estates  in  these  parts,  the  vineyards 
Of  which  they  manage  themselves.  The  good 
old  Padre  ■ ' '  -  now  in  charge^  and  their  chief 
manager,  came  and  drank  a  glass  of  wine  with 
ns  after  dinner :  gave  us  some  fruit,  and  a  brazier 
of  charcoa],  not  unpleasant ;  he  also  gave  me  a 
brace  of  very  fine  red-legged  partridges,  and  a 
hare  killed  on  the  mountain  this  day ;  and  as  we 
broitght  fish  from  Catania,  sufficient  for  two  days, 
he  has  promised  to  sup  with  me,  to-morrow, 
(Saturday) ;  for  our  dinner  hour  will  certainly  be 
that  of  his  supper.  We  have  ordered  an  ad^ 
ditional  guide,  as  usual,  from  Nicolosi.  They 
say  we  are  late,  and  that  it  will  be  very  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  get  to  the  top  of  Etna,  at 
this  season,  however  we  shall  try.  Paterno,  and 
those  I  spoke  to  at  Catania,  all  declared  it  im« 
p0(|siJUe ;  and  yet  they  allowed,  that  officers  of  the 
guards  got  beyond  the  Grotta  del  Cabre,  in 
Qf^iobei:  and. Januai'y.    Just  before  I  weot  to 
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htd,  a  Mr.  Jemelara^  who  lives  in  the  tflldge  of 
Nieolosiy  (the  convent  is  at  some  distance  fronv 
it)  sent  me  the  key  of  a  hut  he  has  built  very 
high  up  on  the  mountain^  indeed  beyond  the 
philosopher's  tower^  where  the  curious  traveller 
may  partake  of  such  refreshment  as  he  chuses  to 
bring  with  him.  1  have  got  the  Superior's 
rooms^  and  as  the  church  is  under^  by  opening  a 
window  looking  down  iato  it^  the  Superior  could 
see  into  the  churchy  and  hear  mass^  without 
.leaving  his  apartments^  when  the  Order  resided 
here.  This  convent  is  called  St.  Nicola  del 
Arena. 

Saturday^  Nov.  10fh.«— This  morning  we  set 
(OUt  before  sun-rise ;  by  my  watch  5  o'clock : 
we  passed  several  miles  over  a  mule  track  of  vol^ 
canic  rocks^  to  appearance  impracticable.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  woody  region  we  met  a  most  com- 
plete banditti  armed  and  dressed  as  a  Salvator 
Rosa^  or  the  wildest  Romance  writer  could  wish. 
I  began  to  repent  coming  from  the  Convent 
without  arms^  and  leaving  the  dragoon  there; 
Irat  it  turned  out  to  be  a  guard  of  Prince 
Paternos^  the  owner  of  this  part  of  the  woody 
region^  who  obtains  some  revenue  from  the 
timber^  and  the  charcoal;  and  these  men  arc 
to  guard  what  would  otherwise  be  stolen* 
I    was    greatly   disappoioted    in   the  Woody 


RegaoB,  or  Forest^  as  it  is  called.  The  trees 
are  mostly  too  old  to  be  worth  cutting  down^ 
except  to  bum ;  they  are  mere  stumps :  here  are 
no  new  plantations^  and  nothing'  like  the  forests 
I  have  seen  in  Germany  and  France.  The  path 
through  this  region  is  very  good  for  ridings 
though  always  ascending :  next  is  the  Regione 
Deserta.  I  thinks  from  Nicolosi  to  the  Woody 
Region  is  about  five  miles^  the  breadth  of  that 
jregion  four^  and  thence  to  the  top  six: 
the  .total  jdistance  is  known  to  be  fifteen 
miles.  At  9,  o'clock^  we  halted  to  feed  the  moles 
near  a  small  old  crater  still  smoking :  we  have 
a  remarkable  fine  day^  and  clear  sunshine.  The 
prospect  from  hence  very  fine^  though  the  low 
country  was^  in  some  places^  obscured  by  va- 
pour. I  could  see  Syracuse^  Cape  Passaro^ 
M<Jta^  and  had  a  bird's  eye  view  of  almost  aU 
the  plain  of  Cgtania^  and  most  of  the  loww 
regions  of  Etna ;  the  mountain^  towa^  and  situr 
ation  of  Castle  Scavani*  was  also  seen  distinctly. 
In  snmm^r^  it  is  usual  to  sleep  at  the  Goat's 
Cavern^  in  order  to  get  to  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
to  see  the  sun-rise^  and  some  even  set  out  at  night- 
fall from  Nicolosi  for  that  purpose :  in  summer, 
it  is  better  to  go  to  Jemelara's  house,  at  the 
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bottom  of  the  cone ;  but^  in  winter^  this  is  tod 
serious  an  undertaking. 

The  point  I  was  at  this  mornings  when  the 
«un  rose,  being  so  very  high  above  the  sea, — 
I  am  convinced  I  saw  it  just  as  well  as  if  on 
the  top  ;^— seeing  the  sun  rise  from  the  top, 
is  very  uncertain  at  any  time,  as  this  mountain, 
like  all  others,  is  so  frequently  enveloped 
in  clouds.  I  proposed  (as  is  usual  when  peo- 
ple go  up  in  winter)  to  breakfast  at  Jem&r 
lara's  house.  The  object,  which  has  in-duced 
so  many  persons,  from  the  Emperor  Adrianli 
visit  to  the  present  time^  to  encounter  a  night's 
journey  up  the  mountain,  is  to  see  the  effect  of 
its  shade  on  one-half  of  the  island.  At  this 
season  no  one  attempts  to  go  up  in  the  night ; 
*  and  ithe  optical  effect,  produced  by  the  shadow 
over  the  island  at  sun  rise,  is,  in  fact,  not  to  be 
seen  one  day  out  of  twenty, 

The  ascent  of  Etna^  is,  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  difficult  and  hazardous  ;  and  our  Nicolosi 
guide  was  even  doubtful,  if  we  could  get  to  the 
top  in  day-light,  and  much  less  would  he  attempt 
it  in  this  season  at  night.  Mr.  Jemelara,  in  his 
letter  to  me,  expressed  his  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult :  I  am,  however,  certain, 
that,  by  waiting  for  a  favourable  day,  it  may> 


%y  great  exertioiiB^  foe  acconpfishe^  ia  the  be- 

Ifinnii^  of  Decemfoen    It  is  true  seteral  partiea 

attempted  it^  and  foiled   last  month ;  but  Urn 

weather  was  very  bad :  the  high  winds  on  Etna^ 

«ven  in  summer^    also  increase  the  diffieiilty* 

The  foct  is^  no  one  should  set  out  froib  CAUk- 

nia^    or  particularly  from  Nieolo^t  in  wintef, 

but  in  setded   fine    weather;     and    certainly^ 

it  may  be  set  down  all  impracticable  from^  ik» 

1st  <A  November  to  thfe  Ist  of  May,   in  nine 

years    out  of  ten,    except   for  verf  strongs, 

robust,  perserering  men«    On  arriving  at  'tba 

foot  of  the  eone  of  the  great  crater,  having 

jrode     the    last    tiiree    miles    through    snow, 

we  found  Jemekra's  houte  buried   in  it,  just 

leaottgh  of  the  top  visible  to  shew  there  was  a 

house  there ;  breakfost  was  therefore  out  of  tlie 

question:     It  was  impossible  to  ride  fiirther, 

so  here  we  left  the  mules,  and  proceeded  on  foot 

for  a  mile  through  snow  and  over  slippery  rocks 

of  lava.    There  are  enormous  masses  of  lava^ 

and  the  space  between  them,  in  many  parts, 

so  deep  that,  summer  or  winter,  yon  must  make 

a  long  step  from  one  to  the  other ;  :  in  other 

parts  we  often  sunk  to  our  middles  in  snbw;**^ 

My  perseverance  was  almost  conquered:    the 

Migpr,   at  the  outset  from  Jemekra's,  said  he 

wpuld  not  attempt  it ;  but  we  persuaded  him  to 

4nDie  ouj    and^  witfi    the   assistance    of   tiit 
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guide^  and  his  own  stren^h^  he  gained  the  top. 
It  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  a  lady  t4» 
accomplish  this  at  the  present  time  of  the  year  ; 
and,  if  any  accident  should  befall  a  traveller^  such 
as  breaking  a  leg  or  arm^  which^  from  the  deceit^ 
ful  path  oyer  the  snow  and  through  rocks  of  lava, 
is  not  impossible,  I  really  think  he  must  perish ;  for 
how  could  he  be  moved?  We,  at  last,  got  over 
this  terriUe  passage^  and  arrived  at  the  bottom 
of  the  steep  cone.  This  part  is  all  covered  with 
.loose  ashes  and  cinders,  but,  from  the  heat  of 
the  volcano,  there  is  no  snow  at  present, 
though,  in  December  and  January,  it  is  covered 
to  within  a  yard  or  two  of  the  mouth  of  the 
crater.  Here  the  difficulty  of  ascending,  and 
the  labour  and  fatigue  are  very  great.  The  air 
is  so  pure  and  rarefied  that  it  affects  the  lungs, 
and  we  lost  our  breath  every  five  minutes 
We  were  obliged  often  to  scramble  on  all 
fours,  slipping  down  frequently  many  feet 
in  the  loose  ashes,  so  very  steep  is  the  latter 
part.  The  old  Nicolosi  guide,  who  shewed 
the  way,  was  first  up ;  and,  as  there  is  a  point 
a  little  higher,  I  did  not  know  we  had  got 
to  the  principal  summit,  till  I  heard  him  cry 
out,  ''  O  Que  Bella  Vista!"  this  he  did  by  de- 
sign, bringing  us  suddenly  in  view  of  the  crater 
at  a  moment  we  thought  we  had  at  least  ten 
minutes  more  labour  to  undergo:    I  was  tfa^ 


Ant  ef  our  party  up^  and  gave  three  cheeni^. 
The  sudden  view  of  this  immense  gulph  is  ter-^ 
fiie  at  firsts  and  really  past  description.  The 
day  was  most  favourable^  except  rather  too  much 
wind,  which^  however,  blew  from  the  crater. 
We  were  now  amply  repaid  for  the  labour  and 
the  delays  of  bad  weather,  and  saw  most  dii^ 
,  tinctly  to  the  bottom  of  this  wonderful  and  im* 
mense  crater,  which  contains  several  minor 
mountains,  and  their  craters  within  it;  some 
amoking  like  the  most  violent  glass-house,  or 
tteam-woiics.  The  ground  was  here  very  hot : 
I  had  heard  much  of  the  coldness  of  the  air, 
but  thought  nothing  of  it,  though  possibly  a 
person  below  in  the  snow,  if  not  in  exercise, 
mi^t  be  frozen ;  only  my  hands  were  cofd, 
and,  except  for  the  wind,  I  should  certainly 
have  found  it  warm  enough ;  violent  as  the  exer* 
cise  was,  I  did  not  suffer  from  heat  or  perspira- 
tion, whieh,  with  the  state  of  the  thermometer, 
proves  the  coldness  of  the  air :  I  was  obliged  to 
leave  my  great  coat  at  Jenielara'St 

I  went  to  the  top  of  the  highest  pinacle.--r- 
A  descent  ipto  the  crater,  if  the  ground  is  as 
hard  as  it  appears  to  be,  would  have  been  this 
day  perfectly  practicable ;  the  crater  often 
changes  its  form :  on  the  side  which  we  first 
ffpproached,   the  descent  waa   perpendicular; 


1^  isnm^. 

bttt^  the  opposite  side^  went  down  by  a 
dual  slope*  Our  time,  in  tliese  short  days^  did 
not  admit  of  the  experiment^  or  I  shpnld  havis 
made  it 

I  sat  down  at  the  top^  to  dale  three  or  fomr 
letters^  which  I  promised  some  particular  friends, 
they  should  receive  from  this  elevated  and  extra- 
ordinary spot :    L  brought  ink  and  paper  for 
this  purpose^  as  well  as  to  note  the  degrees  at 
'Which  the  therniometer  Stood  at  different  heights 
as  we  ascendied.     I  only  wrote   a  line  or  two 
.of   my  letters^    which  I  finished  at  Nicolosi; 
-but  while  thus  employed,    we   had  a  vident 
.shock  of  an    earthquake:     I  cannot  describe 
the   sensation,    particularly    at   the    mouth    of 
such  a  volcano.     However,   I  dated  my  lett^v^ 
and    wrote    part    of     them,      sanding    them 
with  the  ashes,  but  not  without  feeling  a  little 
nervous.     After  this  I  took  up  various  specimens 
of  the  volcanic  matter,  our  excellent  guide  as^ 
sisting :    on  stirring  the  loose  ashes,  the  smoke 
comes  out,  and  the  ground  feels  very  hot,    if 
scraped  a  litfle,  so  much  so  as  to  burn*    On 
this  steep  part,  I  lay  flat,    and  put  my  head 
over  the  precipice,  and  took  some  hot.  mine- 
rals out  of  the  crater.    After  spending  nearly 
an  hour  on  the  top  of  Etna,  our  guide  urged 
the  advanced  state  of  the  day  for  our  return*. 


^Wkh   difficulty  tearing    myself    nway,    1  rc- 

fnained    till   my  companions   had    got   to  thfc 

t>ottom  of  tbe  cone^    I  then  took  a  farewell  oJT 

this  great  volcano.     I  can  only  guess  At  its  sisej 

think  its  crater  is  nearly  two  miles  in  circum^ 

ference ;  I  could  see  the  bottom  most  distinctly, 

7he  descent  on  the  ashes  of  cone  was  rapid  and 

agreeable;   we  soon  came  to  our  difficulty,—^ 

the   snow;    getting    over    it   as  brfore,    froito 

the  base  of  the  cone  to  Jemelara's  house,   we 

walked  on  (still  through  snow)  to  th^  Torre  del 

Filosofo. 

Spallanzani  states^    that  the  Abate  Ferrarft 

assured  him  there  were  no  fragments  of  brick 

to  be  found  in  the  Torre  del  Filosofo^   as  some 

travellers  assert ;     but    the   Abate  is  wrong ; 

1  have  a  piece  of  brick,  which  I  took  out  of  the 

'ruins  of  that  edifice,  and  which  WAs  built  with 

a  strong  cement  of  lime.      Very  little  of  thk 

aticient  fabrick  remains  above  the  foundation. 

There  are  various  opinions  respecting  it ;  btit^ 

whether  built  by  Empedocles  for  an  observatory, 

or  as  a  tomb,  which  many  imagine,  or  on  the 

occasion  of  the  Emperor  Adrian's  visits  or  as  a 

temple  to  some  deity,  is  AAcertafn.  '  Its  real  use 

and  origin  is  quite  lost  in  its  antiquity^  and  the 

obscurity  of  time. 


.    The  prospect  from  this^  and  frbm  the  top  o€ 
.£tna^  is  magnificent.     AH  Sicily  like  a  map  be- 
ing under  us^  and  across  to  Calabria :     From  the 
top  the  eye  at  once  beholds  all  the  regions  of 
the  mountain ;  and  the  rich  country  about  Cata- 
Ilia,  bounded  by  the  sea.      We  could  see  the 
mountain  Pelegrino  over  Palermo^  Melazzo^  and 
the  Lipari  Islands ;   and^  in  very  clear  weather, 
Malta  is  seen  in  the  distant  horizon. 


Though  so  little  remains  of  this  ancient  build- 
ings 1  could  not  help  remaining  till  the  guide 
Ireminded  me  again  that  3  o'clock^  in  the  after* 
jioon  of  November^  and  on  such  an  elevated 
>lpot;  admitted  no  further  delay. 

■•  » 

From  this  pointy  riding  down  was  so  difficult, 

that  we  went  on  foot  as  far  as  the  Grotta  del 

^Cabre,  where  our  Catanian  guide  had  gone  on 

.before  us ;  he  made  a  fire  upder  an  old  oak, 

.(for  here  are. the  bounds  of  the  Woody  Region,) 

and  we  had.  a  sort  of  luncheon  of  bread  and 

\  onion ;  and  fed  the  mules** 


*  Great  drcrres  of  pigs  are  fed,  io  this  wood,  on  ^e  acorne  and  cheft- 
nuts.  There  are  plenty  of  partridges  and  hares :  there  are  also  largv 
wolves  and  foaes.  I  got  the  skin  of  a  very  large  wolf,  which  is  stufied, 
and  now  in  the  Mus^ttin  of  the  Dublin  Society*  . 
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No  one  attempts  to  go  up  dnring^  the  nigM 
mt  this  season  of  the  year ;  it  is  therefore  tisiial 
to  set  out  us  we  did  very  early  from  the  Convent^ 
and  to  take  a  tea-icettle^  and  breakfast  either  ai 
the  Grotto^  or  at  Jemelara's ;  this  we  intended, 
but  forgot  our  tea-kettle ;  so  had  it  been  po6« 
tible  to  get  into  the  faouse^  we  could  not  have 
had  breakfast ;  except  the  above  londieon, 
we  eat  nothing  from  dinner  yesterday  till  onr 
dinner  at  8  o'clock  this  night, 

I  have  before  mentioned  my  disappointment  ht 
the  woody  region ;  but  from  this  spot^  where  we 
resumed  the  mnles^  being  much  above  it^  and  the 
sun  settings  the  light  reflected  on  the  antumnaf 
tint^  which  the  leaves  had  now  taken :  Etna's 
femily^  consisting  of  numerous  small  mountain?, 
many  of  them  covered  with  young  oek,  their 
leaves  also  on  the  turn  r  several  old  volcanos, 
their  craters  covered  with  ashes^  and  the  immensel 
mass  of  black  lava^  to  the  left  i»  we  descended, 
from  the  eruption  of  1766, — altogether  presented 
a  grand  and  magnificent  natund  panorama  of 
scenery  on  this  great  mountain,  which  1  could 
not  behold  without  sensations  of  boUi  delight 
and  awe.  The  difficnlty  of  respiration  in  the 
upper  parts,  from  the  rarity  of  the  air,  add» 
much  to  the  fatigue  of  attaining  the  summit. 
We  were  all  affected  by  it,  even  Lieut.  Sweeny, 


Wl|0  18  A  v^ry  strong  young  man.  Afi  ^e  tfif^ 
^cended^  1  ifvas  more  struck  with  the  prodigiov^ 
and  extensiTe  courses  of  lava^  from  different 
eruptions.  The  chief  that  now  appear  in  the 
upper  regions^  are  those  of  the  years  1689^  1766, 
and  1787.  That  of  1669,  one  of  the  greatest 
bitri^e  out  lower  down^  at  Monte  Rosso.  I  could 
see  no  marks  of  the  dreadful  torrent  of  boiling 
water,  which  came  from  the  great  crater  in  1755; 
but  a  very  few  years  occasion  great  clvmges  ii^ 
the  appearance  of  the  surface^  above  the  woody 
i^gion, 

Th^  lava  of  17S7  is  above  three  miles  in 
length,  very  broach  and  is  hard  and  black,  and  a 
Kass  of  .near  twenty  feet  in  height.  The  natu^ 
Talist  or  philosopher  should  stay  at  least  a  week 
%t  Nicoloai :  he  would  then  be  able  (particularly 
ill  summer)  to  study  the  various  phenomena  of 
Ibis  wonderful  mountain.  (  cannot  pretend  ta 
4o  more  than  excite  the  curiosity  of  those  who 
way  be  able  to  visit  it  in  a  better  season,  and  with* 
0ut  limitation  of  time.  A  month  might  be  spent 
^n  Etoa^  and  something  new  seep  every  day* 
Towards  evening,  the  sulphureous  vapour  seemed 
to  me  much  thicker,  from  several  half-extia« 
guished  small  cones,  than  in  the  moirning ;  but  I 
HA  not  perceive  the  least  fire  :  from  one  ther^ 
WM  a  very  thick  smoke.    It  is  certain  that  a  vih 
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liety  of  sublimed  and  mindnJ  mlMtabfes^  we 
tfarown  out  of  Etna^  in  a  state  of  vapour>  and  ara 
diBpened  by '  the  winds :  those  rest  on  parts  of 
the  mountain^  and  in  time  accnmnlate.  Many 
kinds  of  salts^  formed  of  sulphureous  acid  with 
alkaline  or  metallic  bases^  are  found  christallizedj 
which  were  certainly  prepared  Jn>  the  laboratory 
oi  the  gtesA  crater. 

Just  as  we  got  out  of  the  woody  region^  night 
came  on^  and  as  the  moon  was  obscured  by  cjk>ud^ 
we  had  a  most  disagreeable  ride  of  two  hours^ 
neariy  in  darkness^  over  such  a  path  as  is  incre** 
dible ;  iind  if  the  mules  and  horses  we  had^  wer9 
Aot  accustomed  to  it^  and  sure  footed^  they 
must  have  broken  their  legs  and  our  nedcst 
Often  we  lost  the  way^  and  had  to  scramble  pvef 
and  amidst  such  masses  of  lava  as  is  inconceivably 
to  any  one  who  has  not  had  the  same  experience  % 
it  was  equally  wonderful  Jiow  the  guide  could 
inake  out  the  track  again.  This  lava  is  in  block* 
of  various  dimensions ;  by  day-light^  it  looks  (tQ 
use  DolomieulB  expression)  like  the  chaos  of  hell  j 
and  one  can  hardly  conceive  how  such  enormout 
pieces  of  lava  could  have  been  ever  suspended  in 
the  air,  for  here  it  is  all  in  detached  pieces^  froa» 
one  to  twenty  feet  high^  and  consequently  must 
have  been  thrown  up  in  different  eruptions^  in 
liie  same  forms  and  sizes  in  whidi  tbey  now  ufr 


144  wni^ 

petfr:  whereasj  what  is  called  the  regnkf 
courses  of  lava^  such  as  that  from  the  Mont6 
Rosso^  came  like  a  torrent  of  matter^  nearly 
liquid^  but  which^  when  exhausted^  stopped  and 
tooled^  and  became  a  solid  block  of  stone^  extend^ 
ing  for  miles.  I  may  as  well  mention  here^  that 
t|ie  lava  differs  extremely  in  its  consistency ; 
some  is  as  hard  as  granite^  takes  a  fine  polish^ 
and  displays  a  variety  of  colours  i  I  have 
thirty  different  specimens  of  that  kind^  po- 
lished. Some  is  very  porous  and  drossy^  like 
the  dregs  from  a  furnace^  and  some  like  huge 
cinders.  There  is  also  another  kind>  not  solid 
enough  to  take  a  polish^  but  extremely  useful 
and  durable  as  building  stone^  or  flagging  for 
pavement.  I  must  repeat^  that  it  was  really 
matter  of  surprise  to  me^  (considering  the  great 
darkness  of  the  nighty  and  made  more  so  by  these 
huge  blocks  of  lava)  that  the  guide  could  possibly 
make  his  way^  or  the  mules  keep  their  feet ;  and 
we  often  thought  we  should  have  been  obliged  to^ 
remain  in  this  dreary  region  till  day-light :  for 
though  not  included  in  the  desert  of  the  moun- 
tain, it  is  as  much  so  for  three  miles  between 
Nicolosi  and  the  wood,  as  that  part  which  is  in 
eternal  snow.  Often  I  took  a  large  block  of  lava, 
at  a  little  distance,  for  the  convent.  It  was  after 
many  such  disappointments,  ^nd  fifteen  hours  of 
extreme  toil,  (and  without  refreshment)  that  wc 


coflkpleted  our  expedition «  add  airived  at  St 
Nicokj  nearly  eichausted  with  hunger  and 
fiitigiie ;  at  the  same  time  highly  gratified  with 
our  expedition^  and  our  good  fortune^  in  not  only 
fqQy  accomplishing  what  every  body  said  was 
impossible^  but  having  had  almost  as  fine  and 
dear  a  day  as  in  summer.  The  good  Padre 
and  his  brother  monk  supped  with  us. 

1 1th. — ^After  breakfast^  which  was  not  eariy, 
I  looked  over  the  Convent ;  it  is  a  poor  buildings 
and  quite  out  of  the  world :  its  few  inhabitants 
are  to  be  pitied  in  the  winter :  however,  the  in* 
side  has  its  conveniences^  and  also  good  furni- 
ture; a  great  number  of  fine  framed  prints^ 
but  all  going  to  destruction  from  damp;  for 
here,  in  winter,  they  have  as  much  rain,  snow, 
damp,  and  cold,  as  with  us ;  and  no  fires.  Oar 
accommodation  was  excellent;  and  there  is  a 
kitchen,  with  convenience  for  a  nobleman's 
cook.  I  left  Pascall  at  the  Convent,  who, 
though  as  fat  as.  an  Alderman,  was  active  and 
useful,  and  had  a  good  dinner  ready  for  us  last 
rnight  on  our  return^ — a  pleasant  thing  at  all 
times,  but  particularly  after  fatigue.  This  be- 
ing Sunday  1  went  to  mass,  as  the  old  Padre 
wished  it.  The  altar  of  the  Convent  Chapel  is 
very  beautifully  ornamented  with  marble ;  and 
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there  aM'totte  tolerdble  ipietares.  IwiHitiiit» 
Hum  garden  and  terrace^  from  which  there  4» 
ft  fine  prospect,  dxmn  ta  Gi^nia.  All  thfe  «Mte 
ef  the  moontem  k  h^bly  eidtivnted^  eKoe^ 
where  it  is  interrapted  by  ocnines  di  4am ;  net 
yet  fit  for  vegetation ;  and  is  tbidtiy  inhabited, 
it  is  wonderful  how  men  diflfer  in  thdr  o^oions. 
One  would  imagine  thenr  opUc  nerves  most  be 
very  differently  constructed.  Brydone  describes 
Ae  people  in  these  parts^  as  the  ugliest  of  tthe 
human  race;  while  the  eeldirated  Didloniea 
daseribcfl  them  as  Inuring  Greek  features,  fine 
finrms^  and  as  a  handsome  race* 

'I*  confess  I  Mt  rathtt  inelibed  to  csdewith 
fiiydone^  though  by  no  means  to  his  extreme. 
Near  the  garden  is  a  very  large  water  tank, 
(common  ia  Sicily)  and  some  very  fine  pine 
trees,  and  an  old  burying  place  of  Saints. 
They  shew  one  tomb  in  particular ;  and  the 
Priest,  rather  unwillingly^  gave  me  one  of  the 
bones,  saying,— the  urbanity,  Ac.  &e.  of  my 
Soscellensta  was  such  that  he  corid  not  r^use ; 
and  it  is  to  preserve  me  agMUst  aU  misrfortune 
and  ills  for  the  rest  of  my  life  ;  but,  if  I  had 
not  gone  to  Mass,  ietnd  kneeled  atthe  elevatioii 
of  the  host,  suohaihvour  eoUld  not  have  been 
granted 
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Afiu  this  we  wpnjt  ioto  tbe  .CoaTGQt  cdfeur. 
Tbe  J^eiiedietiDe  Mqnks  ftnp  a  large  tract  <if 
Ipwd  here,  and  make  a  qmiiittty  of  wipe  from 
tlieir  owA  vkeyaidji ;  and  I  never  saw  such  a 
•toejced  qi^Uar  in  FnmMbrt  or  anywhere ;  tlite 
caAs  are  jiquneiife ;  I  wm  certain  each  will  boU 
six  piped^  and^  I  think  J  connted  fifty  w  sixty : 
of  CMme.it  19  ipot  aU  far  their  own  consumfltic^n* 
They  .4^  the  g^^eater  pavt  After  anrangingv 
Wf^tiog,  and  pa^kti^  up  my  oaUeolion  frotn 
Btaa,  1  took  leave  of  the  Convent,  and  set  o«t 
atSo'doek,  P.M.  It  tMk  w  the  same  time 
(four  hours)  to  go  dpwn  ae  it  did  to  get  np^ 
and  the  eiame  from  the  top  of  Etna  .to  Nicolosi* 
except  that,  in  coming  down,  I  cam^e  great  part 
of  the  way  on  foot,  and  sti^ped  frequently  to 
observe  different  courses  of  lava  of.  old  erup« 
tions,  ^nd  to  tftke  iip  q^ecimens  of  volcanic 
mattv*  ^he  road  from  Niodio^i  to  Catania  is, 
for  its  badness,  past  de^riptimi :  on  this  road 
are  the  tnins  of  an  old  aqueduct,  and  much  ni 
it  remains,  part  indeed  is  at  present  in  use.-*- 
Brydone  denies  it;  hot,  I  suppose,  he  did 
not  see  it :  ]L  perceived  that  great  part  of  it  was 
iwlif  with'  lava ; — anoUielr  proof,  if  any,  were 
wanting,  of  the  great  antiquity  of  the  eruptions 
.of  this  mountain. 
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Keur  €BkfmiA,  are  ft  few  arches'  (of  another 
aqueduct^  ithich  has  been  considered  as  the 
most  considerable  monument  of  antiquity  neap 
the  city :  for  ages,  it  resistdi  earthquakes^  erup- 
tions, and  the  other  devastations  of  time ;  and. 
What  is  most  extraordinary,  what  time  or  phy- 
sical revolutions  could  not  nSkd,  the  inhabitants 
of  Catania  did  themselves :  It  will  scarcely  be 
fettlieve^  ^^^  they  pulled  the  greater  psert  down 
in  the shrteentb century,  asissaid,  toget  stones 
Sot  building  the  walk  of  the  town.  Of  this 
aqueduct,  properly  speaking,  a  very  small  part 
vemains  j  but,  although  the  other,  which  I  ex- 
amined as  I  came  down  from  Nicolosi,  has  suf* 
fered  much  by  time  and  depredations^  a  great 
part  of  it  still  conveys  water*. 


The  PHnce  of  Biscaris,  in  his  account  of 
Catania,  says,  thiat,  in  the  time  of  Fazello, 
two  hundred  years  ago,  forty-two  arches  of  the 
Great  Aqueduct  (now  so  nearly  destroyed) 
existed ;  and  Fazello  says,  it  was  destMyed^  ia 
order  to  rebuild  the  walls,  of  the  city. 

In  all  this  excm*ston,  I  observed  great  po- 
verty, and  yet  never  met  a  drunken  person, 
or  one  in  rags;  but  their  dirt  is  beyond  aH 
belief.  We  meet  women  very  tolerably  dressed^ 
except  with  bare  legs,  and  those  len  and  leet 


ani4«  149 

m  -Mick  as  a  NegrD%  and  all  from  dirt>  which 
forms  a  hard  coat  on  them. 

How  fortunate  that  I  went  np  the  monntaim 
yesterday  :  this  day  it  is  obscnred^  aknost  from 
Nicolost^  all  in  fog,  thick  clouds^  and,  no  4o«bfy 
-snowing  hard ;  it  also  blows  a  gele,  indeed  sa 
Tidlent^  that^  once  or  twice^  I  thought  it  would 
have  carried  us  away,  and  it  would  be  impossiMe 
in  such  high  wind  to  go  up  the  mountain ;  nei- 
4her  do  I  think  any  guide  could  make  out  the 
wgy  from  the  fog,  if  even  no  wind;  at  all 
events. nothing  could  be  seen.  I  took  a  thermo* 
meter  up,  ^one  of  Dollond's.)  The  fi^wing 
heights^  at  which  it  stood,  are  very  coiroet. 

They  do  not  agree  with  those  of  St  Non^  or 
Brydone;  the  latter,  indeed,  went  up  in  sum^ 
mer,  and  yet,  according  to  him,  the  thermome»* 
ter  was  much  lower  the  d7th  of  May,  on  the 
summit  of  Etna,  than  I  found  it  in  wlnten 
We  diii^  by  eleven  degrees.  I  fastened  my 
thermometer  at  the  ^nd  of  a  stick,  to  prevent 
any  heat  from  my  hands. 

ISIO.  Degnei. 

f  ridaj,  Mi  Nor.  at  Catania,  in  shade  in  mj  room, 

9  o'clock,  A.M 70 

At  i)ke  ConTcnt  of  Nicolosi  same  day,    at  4  P.M» 
:Snd  felt  jcold  irlisii  not  in  eauciie  •  •  «.«••«•••»    ^5 
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At  10  o'clock  at  night,  at  ditto.  ••  ,..•••••/ 56 

Saturday,  10th,  at  the  Conyent,  5  o'cIocIl,  A.M. . .  55 

In  the  Woody  Region  of  £tna,  half  past  8,  A.M.  •  •  'ftO 

llBgher  up,  where  we  stopped  to  feed  the  S^uiesr,  ^ 

9k9A.M... '•  i9 

^.t '  Jemelaiv.' j  honiae,   at  11  o'clock,  A.M.  ground 

t  ,    covered  widi  snow.  •  •  •  • ••.•••••...•  45 

"...  e  ^  * 

At  the  top  of  Mount  Etna,  at  half  past  noon 38 

At  the  Philofopher's  Tower,  2  o'clock,  P.M 40 

At  the  Grotta  del  Cabre,  4  P.M. , . . .  57 

Convent,  at  our  return  past  7,  P.M •  T . . .  55 

Sunday,  11th,   when  I  got  up  at  NicolosI,  past  9 

o'clock 55 

^ttMtto,  atnoon fiO 

On  our  arrival  at  Catania,  6  P.M ...••...  70 

Monday,  l^th,  at  Catania  at  noon*  • . .  •  • » • .  •  ^8 


*  There  are,  ia  truth,  four  regions  on  Etna:  — Ist.  The  cnlttTatecl 
(Begione  Piemontese),  wlach  extends  from  Catania  to  Moatpdieri  and 
Nico]oii.  2nd.  The  woody  (Regione  Sylvosa),  vhidi  extends  from 
near  Kicolosi  to  the  Grotta  deUe  Capriole.  3rd.  The  desert,  or  snow, 
(Kegiobe  Scoperta),  which  begins  at  the  Grotto,  and  extend's  oVer  the 
Piano  del  Fmmento  to  the  Ibot  of  the  Cone,  which  ia  thtf  4tlM  or 
Beglon  of  Fire. 

ACCORDING    TO    BRYDONE* 
Farenheit's  Thermometer. 

Catania,  S0th  of  May,  at  Mid-day, , 76 

Ditto,      27th  5  A.M. 72 

Nicolosi,    12  miles  up,        Mid-day, 7S 

Spelonca  del  Capriole,     7  P.M 61 

Ditto,  Mid-night, 52 

Torre  del  Filosofo,  8  A.M 94( 

Oi^  the  {Summit,  before  Sun-rise^. .» 17 


Ul 


DISTANCES  AW  TlMEw 

Then  i»  no  netsnuMnt^  af  in  otlmr  eottn* 
tBtH ;  ftikdaB  to  time  re<fiiir#d^  it  wrieik 

I  thiiik  that  oMrked  for  ascendittg  is  cor rcet 


Fartnheit^t  Barometer,  fai  Inctei  and  lioci. 

Atfe%  atCaUnia, •.•>.«.*.«^.,,.  29  84 

FienonttcM^    first  ViUii$«  on  £|Da« .«»...m*«.,.m  37  8 

|«col»w, ..^.^ 37  11 

At  tbe  Cento  CayalUy  in  tbe  tecond i«0<»^ ,«....  36  64 

Spelepea  del  Cafrioley • 34  3 

Torre  del  Filoeofo,   third  regiop^ 30  A 

foot  ef  the  Crater, , ,.« ^ 30  4| 

$t  the  Summit , 13  4 


■^ 


ACCSOKDWO  TO  Sv.  M<Mlw 
Baaeoiete^  in  Iselies  a»d  linei* 

IS.  Sea^ihorey 37  • 

18.  Catania, 37  0 

Nieelod,..*. •«..«•• •«. ••«.••«  30  1 

JMtlo  CfovekV 36  1 

SpeleMi  €aptioleb.* /. 34  • 

Phileae»hor»s  Tbw«r,,«..^.^^,^,„^,^^^  «.  It  H 

Foot  of  theCoAe, 18  1 

"n  WW  gnaBBm^.  »»>■«»»««»#«  »y»»^  «•»«>»«.. «»««««  17  i 

]>aMMDt  «f  MetcMry,. ...  10  1 

Whicfa  he  calk  equal  t*  9180  ftel  pwywiilotii 

*fteraMnBefter,  Farenfaeit 

•eclB.  Sea  shOrey. 57  0| 

18.  Catania, M  (i| 

Nicolofiy  atnooO| •..••. •.•t»««tMiM»n*«*«  ^  ^ 

js4t 


• 


for  any  one^  as  it  is  impossible  to  g6  out  of  the 
path ;  but^  in  descending  it  is  different :  I,  found 
it  took  full  as  much  time^  (indeed  pretty  neariy 
the  same;)  but>  in  descending^  I  walked  half 
the  way ;  wA,  when  on  the  mule^  only  went  at 
a  foot's  pace^  and  made  many  stops^  which  1  in- 
clude. No  doubt  those  who  4o  not  mind  their 
Becks^  or  riding  over  rocks  and  down  precipices^ 


Benediot,  So^elock,  afteraMOy 61  6 

SpeUmcm  Capriole^  6  o'clock,  P.1C 49  II 

Ditto,  atSo'doek,  P.M 43  6i 

Ditto>  Mid^night, 3d  Si 

Ditto,  4  o'clock,  A*M 40  Si 

PlukMopher't  Tower, 27  li 

Footof  theCrater,*..... 27  Ok 

On  thoTop^ * 21  S| 

Brydone  was  at  tiie  top  at  luii-nae  in  Sammer;  my  dbtenratioft 
was  made  at  noon  in  Winter :  stUl  eleren  degreei  it  a  wonderful  dif- 
ference. 

Avthors  diSer  ai  to  the  hei^i  of  Btoa: 

Brydone  seyi, 13,000  Feet  peipendicular. 

St.  Non,..., 1,500  Toiros. 

J>e  Sau8aui% io,700  Feet. 

I>«teWt- 10,954  Ditto. 

By  the  Map  of  BeUUye  heighti,...  11,000  Ditto. 
Reeupero  states  the  drcumferenoe,  at  the  base,  to  be  180  miles,  and} 
the  height  three  times  that  of  Vesnvias. 

According  to  Jiistm.-^JEtn»)  Mons  eat  Sicilie  wt^irim^ig,  propter 
Catanlam,  altitude  octo  psMoom  millia:  circoitos  vero^  8«Agint»  con- 
tmet. 

I  beliere  this  itaaum  Mooataln  bit  never  been  accurately  measured. 
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may  do  it  much  sooner  than  1  did ;  and  yet^  on 
comparing  not^  with  many^  I  find  very  little 
difference. 

Annexed  is  onr  exact  time^  and  the  distances^ 
as  I  suppose  them^  in  which  I  certainly  am  not 
much  (if  at  oil)  out  of  my  reckoning. 

Sikpposed 
Time  to  go,     distance. 

FfMi  Cftteaia  to  ike  Con? eat  at  Ni- 

colosi* •     4  hoari.    10  miles* 

from  Catania  to  the  top  of  Etna*  •  •  •     9  ^^ 

BirrvRifiNO, 

Pros  the  top  to  the  Grotta  del  Cabre, 
-  I  wiilked  on  foot  all  the  way^ 
including  many  halts,  and  a  quar- 
ter of  ip  hoar  at  the  Philosopher'! 
X o wer ••••  •••f  ••*•  ^y*«  •»••••     ^"x  ▼  ^ 

^rom  thence  to  the  Conrent.  •••«•.•     3 

Total  up  the  moaatain  from  tlie  Coo* 
Tent • 6 

Ditto  to  return •• ..     5{ 

• 

From  the  Coi^Ten^  to  Catania.  «.•...     4  10 

Though  I  estimate  the  above  as  a  fair  average^ 
that  iSj  from  the  Convent  to  the  top  of  Etna 
find  back  twelve  hours^  it  took  us  fifteen :  but 
I  must  observe^  that^  on  our  return  for  the  tw9 
)ast  houfs,  we  were  in  total  darkness. 
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CHAP.  V 


Catania — Museum  &f  Prince  Km^ti^-^CmUlk 
•  '^^'-Xiourne  of  ike  Lava  in  l^ft — J^ins  of 
Catania  —  Silk  Manufactory — ReraarkahU 
effects  of  the  Prickly  P^ear  —  Inside  of  a 
Sicilian  House — Sicilian  cleanliness  and  de- 
Ucacjf-^Magnificent  Convent  of  the  Benedic- 
tines. 

Monday  12th.  *—  Being  iktigued^  I  did  not 
breakfast  till  10  o'clock,  and  then  walked  out  with 
Paterno.  We  first  went  to  the  famous  Museum 
of  Prince  Biscaris^  which  is  well  worth  seeing, 
being  a  collection  of  antiques  of  all  sorts^  and 
arranged  with  taste^  in  rooms  built  for  the  pur* 
pose :  There  are  various  Mosaic  ancient  pave- 
ments^ a  remarkable  fine  torso^  statues^  busts^ 
alto-reliefs,  and  old  inscriptions  and  columns; 
a  fine  collection  of  Etruscan  vases.  Amongst 
other  curiosities  he  has  a  collection  of  ancient 
dresses  of  all  countries;     some  very  elegant^ 


Biunmi6ii  ov  u^a.  IfiS 

that  a  lady  might  liow  wear :  the  shoM^  hidMcl, 
tihoiigh  fine^  rerj  Antidduviaii ;  but^  on  recd^ 
iBbtiott^  not  mneh  more  to  than  a  pair  I  hav# 
of  itay  greaH  gfandmother's. 

nPbere  is  a  room  with  old  armour^  vario«^ 
bron^es^  lamps^  volcanic  productions^  Ac. 
The  late  Prince^  who  formed  the  collection^  had 
alao  a  fine  set  of  coins  and  medals ;  bat  they  ara 
not  now  shewn.  Some  persons  say  they  httvrf 
been  soldL 


We  neit  went  to  the  old  Castle^  a  very  an* 
cient  boiUitig ;  it  was  formerly  washed  by  the 
9e&;  but^  in  the  great  eruption  of  1669^  froni 
Monte  Rosso^  the  current  of  laya^  which  mado 
Hm  way  into  the  sea^  and  now  helps  to  form  th^ 
harbour^  went  quite  round  it  in  a  most  wonder-* 
ful  manner^  without  doing  it  any  injury^  ^KHiglr 
red  hot^  and  now  close  to  its  walls :  it  looks  like 
an  original  rock^  and  has  made  it  an  inland 
buiiding^  thongh  formerly  more  than  half  washed 
by  the  sea.  There  are  serefal  old  tewers  in  thii 
Castle^  which  is  now  used  as  a  sort  of  prison^ 
and  a  barrack  for  invalids.  Near  it  is  a  great 
curiosityj^  viz. — ^Where  this  same  torrent  of  lava, 
being  then  in  a  liquid  state^  passed  over  the 
ancient  wall  of  the  city,  which  still  remains 
perfect  to  the  sea^  except  where  the  current  of 
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» 

)Am  pissed  over  it     An  old  picture^   in  tk« 
Cathedral  faBy  shews  Uie  position  before ;   and 
any  one  may  have  ocular  demonstration .  of  its 
present  state^  by  going  down  a  dozen  steps  to  a. 
fine  springs   the  sinking  for  which  discovereil 
tbe  jnnction  of  liie  wall  through  the  nias»  of 
Hiva.      I  went  down^   and   broke  off  a  piece 
<^f  .this  lava;    bnt^  indeed^  there  was   no  dis- 
covery necessary;   for  the  tiling  is  so  evident^ 
DmU  if  the  people  had  used  their  eyes^  they  mast 
have  seen  it  before  they  sunk  for  the  well, 

Brydone  calls  this  wall  sixty  feet  in  height : 
This  I  deny ;  I  certainly  did  not  measure  it ; 
\xkt,  comparing  its  height  with  that  of  the  houses 
I  should  call  it^  at  most^  thirty  feet.  It  is  of 
prodigious  strength^  and  is  built  of  large  blocks 
of  stone  and  lava.  Near  this  I  killed  a  serpent 
of  a  most  venomous  kind- 

m 

I  rode  out  towards  Leontini^  to  see  the  famous 
plains  of  Catania^*  the  soil  of  whidi  appears 
blacky  and  as  fine  as  that  in  Essex.    They  cul* 


*  The  PlaiM  of  Catania  extend  tweaty-4[lve  miles,  aad  tveire  broad. 
Th»  I^eootini  Fields  have  been  long  proverbial  for  tbeir  fertilitf  .  1  h«v  a 
heaid  (but  I  do  not  answer  for  it)  that,  in  some  pai^  of  thn  district| 
com  grows  naturally, — ^Uke  grass  with  us.  Certainly^  however,  it  is  a 
«^t  loaramat  soi}» 


SHOW  6Y  ETNA.  l5t 

tivcite  hemp^  and  voif^t  do  m  to  almort  unf 
extent:  This  is  an  additionid  reason  for  our 
keeping  the  island^  if  possible^  by  any  arnmgte'^ 
ment. 

1  did  not  go  as  fiur  as  Leontini^ — the  ancient 

and  fttmons  Leontinum ;   for  Pitterno  described 

it  to  me  as  a  most  wretched  place  not  woitk 

seeing.    In  summer^  the  Mai  aria  is  very  de^ 

atructiTe  to  strangers  all  round  Leontini.    9oda 

appears   to   be  a  principle  article  of    trade. 

Next  to  silkj    snow  is  a  chief  export   from 

Catania*    The  Bishop  derives  a  great  revenee 

from  the  snow  of  Etna.    Droves  of  mules^  with 

panniers^   comes    down   every  day  in  Winter^ 

loaded  witiK  it :   this  is  compressed  hard^   and 

aent^  in  ship  loads^  to  Malta ;  and^  by  males, 

all  the  Eastern  coast  and  inland  parts  of  SicSy 

is  supplied  with  that  article.      The  ice-houses 

are  all  filled  at  this  season.     Every  man  cam 

afford  a  glass  of  iced  water :    Indeed^  Pktterno 

•ebservedj  that,  without  the  snow  of  Etna^  and 

oranges;,  they  could  not  exist  in  tiie  hot  weather. 

Iced  water  and  oranges  are  regularly  laid  on  the 

table  every  morning.    .  In  summer^   the  mules 

are  employed  in  bringing  down  wine  from  the 

mountain;  which  is  put  into  dcins.    Great  droveb 

>ef  swiae  are  fed  on  Etna  on  the  acorns  and 

diemuts^     lu  shorty  though  this  mountaiu  so 
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fiRm  iniicts  ctlamity  oA  tbe  inlmbittfnt0[,  it 
•aemt  folly  made  up  to  th«n  by  its  ben^te. 
In  every  large  town  there  is  an  ke-honse  suf* 
ficient  for  a  year's  supply. 

The  En^isfa  goairds  mFore  -stattOQedl  a  i^ng 
ime  in  Catanm>  an4  wero  gteatly  liked  by  .the 
people,  I  am  to)d  the  officers  gave  jarge  aama 
in  charity,  and  the  poor  regret  their  depacluie. 
7ho  higher  classes  speak  of  them  unth  mq^iect 
aa4  affection;  and  take  every  oppwtuaity  to 
fiMie  then  fqr  their  wffis^ility  and  good  a^nr 
diaifyt 


lie  afternoon,  .we  wafted  about  the 
streets  of  this  beautiful  town.  All  the 
buildiogs,  ancient  and  modern,  are  ot  lafa» 
fusd  the  streets  are  fifidy  pavcid  with  it,  and  in 
a  most  superior  manner.  The  old  castle,  which 
is  of  great  antiquity,  is  entirdy  built  of  lava. 

The  rqins  of  the  old  theatre,  (but  partly  built 
up  and  inhabited  like  that  of  Marcellns  at  Rome) 
was  the  next  object  of  our  curiosity.  Uere^ 
indeed,  is  an  interesting  antiquity,  though  it  is 
only  in  part  cleared  from  rubbish ;  but  the  oat* 
side  walls  are  nearly  perfect,  and  the  entire 
easily  traced,  particularly  from  the  top ;  and  is 
a  proof  ^f  the  former  population  and  nagfti- 


fioanee  ^f  Ontania:  k  wu  m  hage  m$  our 
Opera  House,  Drary  Lane,  and  CoveatOardM 
^Phealrai  togotter. 

'ChefHlier  Paterno  was  toldnd  as  to  attend  m 
evavy  day :  -he  iatfodiieed  me  to  sereral  a§pree^ 
able  ftuniKes ;  and^  from  liisloiig.restdeiice  Im^ 
hie  acqaivemetttB  and  obliging  civiKty,  trecoidi 
not  have  had  a  better  Cieeroae^  or  more  agrees 
able  eonipanion.  Prinee  Manganelfi  wm  ,alsa 
YeryattentiTetO'QS^  and  had  tl^ fiirtber oiviiiCy 
to  sand'W  1m  onriage  every  morning.  Thii 
enabled  m  to  make  some  excursions  round  Ca- 
tania^ as  there  are  not  any  carriages  for  hiite  in 
the  city.  Indeed^  the  Nobles  keep  such  equ»- 
^ages ;  but^  as  there  is  not  much  trade  or 
tberoughfcore^  it  would  not  answer  for  any  peiw 
son  to  keep  four  wheded  carnages  for  hire^ 
as  is  ihe  case  at  Palermo;  and  thengh  Messina 
is  so  large  and  rich^  and  with  the  encourage- 
ment of  a  large  British  garrison^  and  many  la- 
diesj  still  there  are  but  three  miserable  foar 
wheded  carriages  tiiere  for  hire. 

The  silk  manufacture  employs  thirty  thousand 
people ;  several  have  looms  at  their  own  houses^ 
and  on  their  o^m  account ;  but  there  is  oni^ 
large  building  for  U,  and  well  managed :  'fha 
are  beautiful,  and  annear  to  me  to  be  srood. 


160  FmivcncAN  emrtMarr. 

1  know  1  never  could  irefcr  an  Bnglkh  Uack  silk 
handkerchief  two  days  without  my  beard  de*^ 
stroying  it^  and  1  have  worn  one  two  months 
which  I  bought  at  Malta^  and  it  is  as  good  as 
erer.  The  silk  stockings,  like  all  made  abroad, 
are  very  indifferent,  without  shape,  and  much 
dearer  than  in  Engkttid :  but  the  silks  whidi 
they  make  for  ladies  gowns,  are  not  only  strong 
and  beautifol,  but  very  cheap.  The  principal 
manuftctory  is  about  a  mfle  out  of  town. — 
Nothing  of  the  machinery  is  done  by  water  or  by 
steam,  but  by  human  beings  acting  on  the  great 
.wheel  like  turnspits ;  in  other  respects,  it  is  on 
mi  excellent  system,  and  flourishes.  I  went  all 
x>ver  it; — a  great  number  of  little  children 
(chiefly  females;  are  employed.  Near  this  is  a 
modern  aqueduct  on  the  Syphon  system,  hav- 
ing two  pipes  within.  Opposite  is  a  large  Fran- 
.ciscan  Convent,  and  in  front  of  it,  an  uncom* 
monly  large  Cypress  tree.  The  Convent  is  a 
.good  building ;  but  the  Monks  appear  to  live  in 
misery.  We  concluded  this  day  by  a  drive 
along  the  Corsp,  and  to  the  building  and  new 
walk  at  the  end  of  it,  close  to  the  sea. 

As  the  wind  is  fair  for  Syracuse,  I  have  deter* 
mined  to  go  there  in  the  gun-boat,  and  see  the 
remainder  of  Catania  on  my  return. 


HBClVBfO'fl  MVf EIW*  1^ 

,  lSA.«-^We  embari^  at  7  o^dock  ^lis  mora- 
ing;  bat^  just  as  we  were  getting  out  of  the 
harbour,  the  wind  came  contrary,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  return :  We,  howeyer,  spent  a  most 
lateresting  day  at  Catania;  Patemo  politely 
attending  w  as  usual.  We  first  went  throi^ 
the  Calhednl,  and  into  the  old  Roman  batlw 
under  it :  aqd  then  visited  the  ipi](g(eum  of  Qaron 
apd  Mr*  Recuperp,  brothers  and  heirs  of  the 
late  Canonico  of  thai  name.  They  liTe  in  a 
large  pa]ace>  like  ail  Italian  buildjnga,  of  supe- 
rior masonry;  but  the  carpenter's  work, 
is  inconceivably  bad.  They  ^re  of  dif- 
ferent tastes: — the  Baron  confines  himsdf 
^iefly  to  medals  and  antiquities;  the  other, 
.to  mineralogy  and  natural  h,i4tory :  They  have 
separate  iqpartpients.  Ti^e  Baron  shewed  us  aii 
extensive  collection  of  medals  in  his  library,  and 
made  me  a  present  of  some  few  bronze  antiques. 
The  other  also  shewed  his  museum  of  natural 
history.  They  have  a  few  tolerable  pictures, 
and  some  daubs.  Patemo  generally  dines  with 
.us,  uid  we  have  derived  great  pleasure  and  in- 
formation by  his  acquaintance. 

14th. — ^All  ready  for  sea  this  mwning,  but 
the  wind  being  contrary,  I  went  to  see  the  Villa, 
as  it   is    called,    but,    in    fact,   the   pleasute 
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ground    of    Prince    Biscaris^   formed   on  the 
lava^   and  close  to  the  sea.      The  lava  here 
has  the  appearance  of  an  immense  hog.    The 
late  Prince  Biscaris^    who    had  a  very  large 
fortune^   expended  much  money  and  labour  ia 
forming  walks  and  terraces    (for  there  is  little 
more)  over  these  rocks  of  lava :    he  thought  it 
a  useful  way  of  giving  charity,  to  employ  num- 
bers of  poor  people,  otherwise  it  was  an  absurd 
undertaking.    This  garden  is  half  a  mile  from 
Catania,  which  looks  beautiful  from  it,  and  the 
view  of   Etna,    now  covered  with  snow  from 
Nicolosi  to  the  top,  is  very  fine. 

The  present  Prince  has  allowed  these  walks 
and  gardens  to  go  nearly  to  ruin,  but  still  much 
remains.*     There  were   grottoes,    fish  ponds^ 


*  It  It  a  singular  feet,  tiiat,  iq  many  places,  the  Mai  aria  is  confined 
ftlmost  to  particular  spots.  I  am  told,  that  the  guards  had  an  out-post 
in  this  Lava  Garden  at  Catania,  if  a  sentinel  was  advanced  beyond  m 
particular  spot,  he  was  sure  to  be  taken  ill ;  when  another,  within  per- 
haps, two  yards  of  the  place  would  not.  They  even  tell  you,  one  side 
of  a  house  will  be  infected  with  the  Mai  aria,  and  the  other  not.  I  am 
isertain  it  arises  from  difierent  causes;  fipr,  in  some  places,  it  eztanda 
over  a  large  tract;  in  others  is  found  in  particular  spots :  At  St  Aless^)^ 
I  am  of  opinion  it  arisen  from  the  stench  of  the  ilax  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, 
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tanples^  and  seats :  one  would  imagine  it  im- 
possible to  turn  these  heaps  of  rude  lava  int^ 
any  form.  There  is  a  sort  of  covered  way^  anc^ 
a  road  near  the  sea  broad  enough  for  a  carriage^ 
paved  with  lava^  in  large  squares^  like  the  streets 
pf  Catania ;  and  some  even  placed  and  set  iii 
octagon^  like  our  Portland  flagged  halls;  an4 
all  of  the  coarse  lava.  Beyond  this^  towards 
the  plains  of  Catania^  the  coast  is  sandy^  with 

sand-hills^  like  Holland  or  Flanders. 

.» 

• 
The  Prickly  Pear    has   a  peculiar  quality; 

it  absolutely  changes  the  lava^    in  a  manner^ 

breaks  it  up^  and^  in  process  of  time^  pulverises 

it^  though  ever  so  hard ;  and  then  it  forms  the 

most  luxuriant  soil.      They  bring  a  little  eart^ 

to  any  crevice  of  lava^  and  plant  a  prickly  pear 

tree^  it  spreads^  and  splits  the  rocks  in  about 

seven  years ;  a  thick  plantation  is  formed^  and 

a  very  little  earth  being  added^    in  about  ten 

years  more  it  is  nearly  pulverised    for   some 

inches^  so  as  to  give  a  soil, 

In  the  afternoon  paid  some  visits^  and  deli'- 
vered  letters^  which  I  did  not  intend  doing  iill 
my  return  from  Syracuse ;  but^  as  I  am  detained 
by  the  wipds^  shall  make  the  shorter  stay  wbep 

m2 
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I  return.  Went  again  to  the  miserabfe  j^faj, 
lyhich  seems  the  only  amusement  for  the  Ga« 
tanese ;  how  they  pass  their  time  iff  wonder* 
ful ;  no  dinners^  suppers,  or  conversationes  at 
present.  The  town  is  beautiful,  and  if  clean 
would  be  charming.  Catania  was  nearly  de- 
stroyed by  the  last  great  earthquake,  a  similar 
fate  has  frequently  happened  to  it  before ;  it  has 
been  almost  rebuilt  in  the  last  sixty  years. — 
St.  Agatha  is  to  preserve  it  in  future  from  all 
calamities.  The  huge  blocks  of  lava,  with 
which  it  is  paved,  will  long  resist  any  wear  and 
tear  of  weight:  Indeed, «  the  whole  town  is 
built  of  lava,  as  hard  as  iron,  with  now  and 
then  some  of  the  Syracuse  white  free-stoncf, 
mixed  in  the  ornamental  parts.  The  oldest 
ruins,  theatre,  amphitheatre,  &c.  are  all  of  lava. 
A  singular  curiosity  appears  in  the  ruins  of 
the  amphitheatre;  it  is  now  under  ground, 
but  cleared  so  as  to  allow  one  to  descend  and 
walk  about,  a  torrent  of  lava,  has  filled  up 
two  of  the  vomitories  completely,  passing  the 
others.  This  proves,  as  Recupero  observes, 
how  ignorant  we  still  are  of  the  history  of  the 
eruptions  of  Etna  and  its  antiquity;  for  it 
seems  %  there  is  no  record  of  this  amphitheatre, 
nor  was  this  eruption  known  till  accidentally  dis- 
covered. 


ITAUAN  HOTEL,  16S 

•  ijt  the  yniYeroity^'  I  saw  the  cerejnony  of 
conferring  the  de^ee  of  Doctor  of  JUtws^  and 
sisoi  calling  a  young  lawyer  to  the  har. 

...»  , 

The  Italians  count  their  time  to  34  hours; 

•        •        •  .    •      ,      . . 

beginning  at  sun-set^  so  that  they  vary^  in  &ct, 
4^very  day ;  it  is  very  absurd  aiid  inconve- 
l^^enL 

-  .       f  • 
I  saw  one  clean  house  at  last^  viz. ,  that  of  tb^ 

Marquis  St.  Juiiano.     The  floors,  were  of  re4 

•  •  •  . .. 

tiles,  but  were  swept :  the  looking  glasses  and 
lamps  clean :  the  stairs  perfectly  so :  and  the 
doors  not  all  black*  In  the  hotels  where  l  lodg^ 
(as  at  those  of  Messina)  there  are  magnificent 
plates  of  looking  glass^  framed;  in  one  rooi^ 
eleven  large  ones,  but  quite  useless,  being  blacky 
and  an  inch  thick  with  dust,  now  grown  hard^ 
and  forming  a  crust  over  the  glass,  from  the  dirt 
of  flies,  and  not  having  been  wiped  these  twenty 
ypars  as  I  suppose.  The  rooms  all  open  one 
into  another  through  the  houses,  and  are  very 
uncomfortable,  as  they  have  mostly  large  fold- 


^    r     n  I ■    ■■  '-  I.      ^ 


•  Th«K  are  twmtjr-rigbt  ProfeaMn'  Cbain  in  ttk  UnivwriiT. 
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ing  doors ;  the  carpenters'  work  being  very  bad, 
and  the  doors  and  windows  never  close^  the 
people  liine,  in  a  manner^  in  public.  The  heat 
is  still  so  greats  that  the  use  .of  cold  water^  and 
partial  bathings  is  indispensably  necessary; 
and^  as  no  person  likes  to  exhibit  himself  abso- 
lutely naked^  I  am  obliged  to  hang  up  coats 
and  cloths^  without  being  able  to  close  the  doors 
between  my  room  and  the  next^  so  as  to  prevent 
any  one,  who  chuses  to  look  in,  from  seeing  all 
my  operations.  Custom  reconciles  us  to  every 
thing;  but  there  is  no  privacy  in  an  Italian 
house.  This  is  singular  in  a  country  were  the 
women  are  so  given  to  intrigue;  and  if  half 
what  is  reported  of  them  be  true,  they  must  be 
very  liable  to  detection  :  few  doors  have '  locks 
or  bolts.  The  windows  also  are  large  and  open 
from  the  floor,  with  balconies  in  front ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  the  heat  of  the  climate,  are 
open  all  day  in  Summer,  or  rather  nine  months 
of  the  year,  so  that  the  opposite  neighbours  may 
see  every  thing  done. 

Here  they  have  no  other  conveniences 
for  certain  uses,  but  a  thing  like  a  flower- 
pot, and  they  empty  it,  without  ceremony, 
into  the  street  I  am  every  day  more  astonished 
«t  their  dirt  and  total  want  of  delicacy.    It  is 
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■ 

vefy  mUooi  one  meets  a  hottse-maid  in  any 
house^  and  the  few  women  servants  they  have 
appear  the  dirtiest  and  most  vmretched  beings  of 
the  creation,  and  always  very  old.  Speaking  to 
Patemo  and  Prince  ManganeHi  on  the  subject^ 
and  explaining  to  them  the  comfort  and  cleanr 
linessfonnd  in  every  house  in  England^  and  the 
tidiness  of  our  vromen  servants^  they  candidly 
told  me^ — ^'  The  reason  you  see  such  miserable 
''  old  beings,  as  female  servants,  with  us,  is  this: 
'^  We  never  wash  Unen  at  home ;  our  kitchei^ 
are  all  managed  by  men;  men  sweep  the 
large  rooms  and  stairs;  and,  as  to  making 
'^  beds  and  emptying  certain  utensils^  and  such 
work^  how  could  it  be  expected  that  any 
decent  woman  would  submit  to  such  drudgery ; 
they  therefore  hav$  no  candidates  for  the 
'^  station  of  house-maid,  and  are  obliged  to 
^'  have  one  old  hag,  in  every  house  for  the 
'^  above  purpose/'  They  also  confessed,  that 
jthe  middle  and  lower  orders  were  all  natu- 
rally dirty  and  indolent,  and  had  no  idea  of  the 
comfort  of  cleanliness. 

I  asked,  why  not  have  a  certain  place? — 
They  answer,  ''  Pew  houses  have  gardens/' 

Then  why  not  a  water-closet?—^'  Not  the 

Ji4r 
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cusloih:  ^o  one  Urili^Mbod  thdta ;  an)^  too  great 
'an  expence/' 

In  resfp^ct  4o  '  personal  <!leanlTn^s8^  all  tiie 
tipper  classred  df '  ladies  appear  as  -sensible  of  its 
ftttracttons  as  in  any  ether  counfay,  and  are  as 
deah  and  weH  dt-essed  as  any  !  ha^e  seen ; 
indeed^  in  the  palaces  they  always  liave  baths  j 
l>tit  I  doubt  if  the  then  make  u^e  of  thi^taxttry, 
or  ra(her,  in  a  hot  clinmte^  artide  or  necessity. 
What  wotild '  be  considered  (he  class  of  gentry 
m  Bnglaridj  or  on  the  coritihent.  Petite  No- 
Hesse,  almost  always-have  a  dirty  appearance ;— * 
for^  if  a  man  has  a  clean  shirt  on^  he  certainly 
will  not  be  shaved ; '  if  his  hands  are  washed, 
it  is  evident  thefre  is  no  sach  thing  as  a  nail- 
brush in  the  couiitry^  as  he  wiH  have  a  black 
teircle  at  the  extremity  of  his  fingers;  his  teeth, 
though  sounds  will  be  dirty  ;  if  he  has  a  well 
brushed  coat,  he  is  certain  to  have  dirty  boots. 
They  are  in  the  utmost  astonishment  at  the 
cleanliness  of  the  British  troops;  but  do  not 
follow  the  example.  It  is  wonderful  how  people 
of  all  ranks  spit  on  the  floors,  and  to  such  a 
degree  that  one  would  imagine  they  were  under 
salivation.    This  fikby  custom  is  universal. 

The  noise  of  an  Italian  inn,  particularly  from 
sun-rise  till  noon,  and  also  in  the  streets,,  is 
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eqval  to  that  in  ^  man  of  war^  even  with  tiie 
holy  stone:  The  bavrlings  and  datter  in  the 
innfle  never  ccase^  at  if  aU  were  fighting  aQ4 
^B^^utrag ;  (hot  it  it  oaly  from  a  certain  imima^ 
tion  when  they  apeak:)  the  eries  in  the.  streett 
are  lend  and  cyacrepant :  Lord  hanre  nercj  <hi 
had  deepers ! 

<<  Eri^Aint  Mrnima  firai#,  t itvUiqiie  mubis." 

JvT.  Six.  OL  ^tat, 

AH  the  women^  even  the  highest^  have  loud 
alirill  voices. 

•  15th. — ^I  walked  out  before  breakfiist  to  kxA 
at  Etna ;  there  is  a  long  and  magnificent  street^ 
west  from  the  Cathedral^  at  the  end  of  which 
tills  mountain  appears  to  great  advantage.  The 
wind  is  stOl  contrary  for  Syracuse.  After  break** 
fiat  we*  went  to  the  Benedictine  Convent  again  ; 
and  to  hear  its  fine  organ^  I  appointed  the 
organist  to  be  there  an  hour  before  mass.  If 
the  Haarlem  Organ  be  the  first  in  the  worlds  this 
is  certainly  the  second.  There  are  three  sets  of 
double  keys^  like  three  distinct  organs;  but  so 
arranged  that  one  man  can  play  them  all  by 
touching  the  centre  keys :  and  they  have  also^ 
like  the  Haarlem  Organ^  several  stops  and  keys 
for  the  feet :    But  it  is  ^  only  for  easy  music 
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iffithdtit  mtich  accompaniment^  that  6ne  persoD 
can  play  the  three  sets;  in  general  there  are 
(as  to  day)  three  organists  who  play  togrtfaer 
on  each  set^    and  there   are .  £6ur  large  bd* 
lows    requiring     four    men    to    serve    them: 
in  the  centre'  there  are  more  keys  for  the.  fe^^ 
than    in    the   side    sets.      This  organ  is^   in^ 
deed^   a  superior  instrument^   and  more  like  a 
full  orchestra  than  a  mere  organ  t   it  imitates 
violins  admirably^  and  changes  to  that  of  wind 
instruments  like  a  regimental  band^  and  has  a 
large  bass  drum.    They  played  a  fine  overture, 
and  then  changed  to  the  imitation  of  wind  in- ~ 
strumentSj  ^i^ii^S  ^^  exact  regimental  troop  and 
inarch.     After  a  piece  purely  of  (he  orgian^ 
which  they  let  out  to  its  fullest  sound,  [  went 
Up  and  examined  it.     After  this,  mass  com^ 
menced,  and  I  was  again  gratified  with  hearing 
this  very  superior  instrument.    To  my  surprise 
they  introduced,  in  the  Church  music,  a  piece 
of  Pleyel's. 

After  mass,  we  went  through  the  large  Mu* 
seum,  which  consists  of  a  cabinet  of  natural 
history,  minerals,  medals,  and  the  like.  There 
are  two  curious,  and  indeed  magnificent  tables 
of  ivory,  inlaid  with  ebony,  and  by  pictures  so 
worked,  representing  the  entire  Roman  histoiy. 
There  is  also  a  good  picture  by  Raphael.    The 
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^lleries  of  this  magtiificent  Convent^  lead  to 
some  noble  apartments^  and  from  them  are  the 
entrances  to  the  different  rooms  of  the  Monks ; 
the  longest  gallery  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
in  lengthy  and  twelve  feet  wide  :  Thare  are 
two  large  squares  in  this  Convent^  with  gal« 
ieries  or  corridors  all  through^  and  two  stories 
high.  The  marble  stairs  of  this  Convent  are 
feitrge^  magtiificent^  and  of  exquisite  workman<>^ 
■hip.  '  The  Museum  is  in  a  detached  building ; 
tile  Church  is  likewise  detached :  there  is  a  good 
pleasure  garden^  and  three  fine  terraces  com* 
manding  extensive  prospects. 

This  immense  fabric  is  built  on  an  old  torrent 
of  lava^  and  the  garden  has  the  same  founda- 
tion ;  it  takes  in  a  view  of  the  town^  the  sea, 
and  Etna :  the  walks  are  flagged^  and  have 
borders  of  yew  and  box :  Orange  trees^  cy- 
press^ and  many  other  beautiful  plants  flourish 
here.  These  Benedictine  Monks  were  formerly 
established  at  Nicolosi^  which  accounts  for  the 
accommo^tion  there,  and  the  pictures  and 
prints. 


•  From  the  increased  yalue  of  land  here^  as  well 
as  in  other  countries,  and  various  donations  from 
theptoifs^  they  have  now  an  immense  income^  and 
have  been  able^  in  less  than  a  century,  to  build 


this  magnificent  Convent  and  Ctiurch.  Their 
revenue  is  said  to  be  twenty  tbovisatid  pounds 
9terling  per  year.  The  Moqks  roust  be  oil  of 
noble  families^  iiud  aite  about  fifty  in  nuoib^^ 
besides  servants. 

4 

The  Hrfectory  is  a  very  l^rge  biatt ;  bjit,  fi^om 
want  of  air^  which  the  Sicilians  have  a  great 
cigection  to  in  the  Winter  months ;  and^  frpni 
dirt^  it  stunk  terriUy.  These  M Qnks^  thoi^ 
so  rich^  and  of  noble  families^  e^joy  aU  the  dirt 
they  can  wish  for :  The  table-cloths  laid  out 
(as  in  our  colleges)  fw  dinnf  r^  were  as  filthy 
as  possible. 

The  Church  is  a  very  fine  one :  From  the 
great  entrance  to  the  steps  of  the  choir  seventy- 
six  paces^  the  choir  thirty-eight  paces^  and 
ciighty  paces  broad ;  so  that  it  is  nearly  three 
iiundred  and  fifty  feet  long  by  two  hundred  and 
forty  feet  wide :  It  is  paved  with  marble.  The 
different  altars  very  magnificent^  and  with  large 
columns  of  the  finest  marbles^  and  many  good 
modem  pictures  done  at  Rome.  Most  of  the 
marble  was  also  worked  at  Rome :  The  cornice^ 
.which,  from  the  good  proportions  of  this  Church, 
to  a  casual  observer,  ^pp^ears^  nothing  of  extra^ 
iurdinary  size,  is  still  broad  enough  for  four  men 
to. walk  abreaat  on. 
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As  it  was  Aow  flie  dinner  hour  of  tibie  Monk«], 
we  could  see  no  more  of  the  Convent^  but  went 
into  the  Churchy  which^  indeed^  cannot  be  seen 
too  often :  And  when  the  Monks  had  finished 
their  dinner^  we  returned  to  the  Convetit^  took 
another  walk  in  their  garden^  and  got  some 
flower  roots  from  th^m^  then  returned  into  thb 
Library  and  Museum.  Although  the  fa9ade  and 
fi'ont^  as  you  enter  the  great  gate^  has  a  grand 
appearance:  the  architecture  is  loaded  and 
heavy.  In  bad  weather^  which  seldom  happens 
in  this  climate^  the  galleries  afford  a  good 
walk.  It  seems^  women  are  never  admitted  on 
any  account  into  this  Convent^  not  even  just 
within  the  door^  to  see  the  fine  ma'rble  stairs 
and  stair-case^  which  begin  at  the  great  en- 
trance; but^  of  course^  they  may  go  into  the 
Church :  The  superior  has  a  very  fine  suite  of 
apartments.  Notwithstanding  all  the  money 
laid  out  here^  still  it  is  unfinished :  it  appears 
as  if  they  had  a  plan  beyond  their  means. — 
Many  parts  of  the  convent  are  still  imperfect. 

Before  our  dinner  we  went  a  little  way  into 
the  country,  with  our  friend  Paterho,  to  sefe 
another  garden  made  by  the  late  Prince  Bis- 
caris :  It  stands  on  a  hill  a  little  oat  of  town^ 
and  on  the  other  side  of  it  from  his  lava  garden : 
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It  consiste  of  orange  trees,  with  uralks  cut  out 
la  the  oldest  stile,  intermixed  with  vines  and 
lattice- work  for  their  support;  also  some  foun- 
tains. 

The  late  Prince,  who  was  always  doing  some* 
thing  useful,  began  a  house  here,which  will  never 
be  finished :  The  present  proprietor,  like  many 
of  our  Noblemen,  has  an  immense  fortune, — 
'^  but  nomon^/'  of  course  robbed  and  cheated 
by  servants. 

16th. — The  wind  being  foir,  we  sailed  this 
morning,  at  9  o'clock,  in  the  gun-boat,  for  Sy* 
racuse.  A  fine  clear  day;  and  Etna  covered 
with  snow  to  the  Woody  Region,  looked  most 
sublime  and  beautiful  from  the  sea,  whence  we 
could  take  him  from  his  base  to  the  top,  and 
now  indeed  his  magnitude  is  very  apparent. 

Etna  is  said  to  be  seventy  miles  in  circum* 
ference,  about  half  way  up ;  and,  at  his  base, 
they  say  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  ;  but 
I  doubt  this  :  if  it  be  so,  the  topography, 
as  laid  down  in  all  the  maps,  must  be  incorrect ; 
for  he  certainly  does  not  occupy  that  space  in 
any  map  X  have  seen,  ancient  or  modern. 
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Justin  BBLys,  (book  iy.  chap.  I.) — ^'  Inde  deni* 
*^  que  JEtned  montis  per  tot  Mecula  durat  incen- 
'^  dium/'  And  *'  JEtned  montis  perpetuos  ignes 
*'  fiacit." 

Now^  as  it  is  1600  years  since  Justin  wrote, 
and  he  describes  Etna  as  then  a  volcano  of  great 
antiquity^  (tot  sfficulaj  I  think  it  not  surprising 
that  the  Canonico  Recupero  should  find  evidence, 
in  his  researches,  to  make  him  believe  this  moun* 
tain  proved  the  globe  to  be  older  than  it  is  gene* 
rally  admitted ;  at  least  better  than  from  th^ 
strata  of  lava  and  earth  at  Jaci. 
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Arrival  at  Syracuse — Fountain  of  Arethusa-^ 
Mar  of  Dionysius — Ancient  Theatre  of  Syra^ 
cuse — Convent  of  the  Capuchins — Grecian 
Aqueduct — Excavations  and  Antiquities  in 
the  Vicinity — Singular  Effects  of  the  Mai 
aria,  or  J^oxious  vapours  of  Sicily. 

NoY.16. — About  3 o'clock^  P.M.  came  opposite 
AvLgnsta,  which  appears  but  a  poor  place :  The 
wind  here  failed ;  but  we  kept  on  with  the  oars^ 
and  did  not  reach  Syracuse  till  1 1  o'clock  at  night. 
On  landings  and  enquiring  for  an  inn^  no  such 
thing  to  be  found:  At  last^  after  traversing 
empty  streets  for  half  an  hour^  we  met  the  first 
drunken  Sicilian  I  have  seen  ;  but  still  he  was( 
able  to  conduct  us  to  a  wretched  Posada^  said, 
however,  to  be  the  best  inn :  with  some  dif- 
ficulty they  opened  the  door :  The  only  room 
in  the  house^  worthy  of  such  a  name,  was  occu- 
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pied  by  two  English  gentlemen^  who  asked  us  in. 
The  holes  shewn  us^  as  the  only  remaining 
accommodation^  were  like  some  of  Gil  Bias's 
apartments  in  his  travels.  1  shonld  prefer  the 
street^  and  determined  to  retnm  to  the  gnn- 
boat  for  'the  night;  but  the  two  English 
gentlemen  told  us  they  heard  by  accident  of 
another  inn  in  the  town^  kept  by  a  French- 
man ;  after  some  diflBculty^  (the  German  sol- 
diers on  guard  at  the  gates  not  knowing  itj  we 
found  it  out^  and  got  excellent  apartments^ 
dean  beds^  and  a  tolerable  supper :  we  bad 
dined  in  the  gun-boat :  The  landlord  is  a  fa- 
mous cook;  but  that  we  can  dispense  with^ 
having  Ptocall :  In  shorty  it  is  the  best  inn 
I  have  seen  since  I  left  England;  so  here 
again  our  information  was^  as  usual^  incorrect ; 
for  we  were  told  that  there  was  only  one  mi- 
serable inn  at  Syracuse^  which  we  first  went  to ; 
and^  indeed,  several  said  there  was  not  any. 

"  17th.-- The  Brigade  Major  brought  an  Anti<^ 
quarian  to  me,  viz:  M.  Capodoci,  a  good  sort 
of  man ;  but  too  much  learning  had  made  him 
mad :  As  a  proof  of  it,  he  has  written  fifty  folio 
volumes  on  Syracuse.  In  ancient  times,  it  con- 
sisted of  four  towns,  or  districts,  as  London, 
Westsnnster,  Southwark,  Ac.     At  present  we 
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oniy  8«e  their  aituatioo^  there  bmig  hnl  liUir 
remains  of  the  aneieat  parts  of  ^  once  powcpr^ 
M  ci<y.  The  old  towna  were  Orti|;ia^  Ticha, 
Acradina^  aioHlNeapolk 

<  We  first  went  to  the  Fountain  of  Arethnaa, 
Whicb^  though  once  so  celebratect  is  now  m 
mere  washing  place :  a  number  of  women  staiKl 
14  it  up  to  their  kneesj  and  we  wa9hiiig  tiaea 
%om  sun-rise  till  sun-set. 

• 

A  poet,  v^h^  latefy  vi^ed  Sicify,  and  can  di§^ 
eern  charms  and  gpraces  in  the  Sicilian  women, 
unseen  by  comnion  mortals^  will  be  shocked  aft 
Ihe  account  of  vulgar  Sicilian.  washer-wom«& 
polluting  ^is.  dassic  st{*e&m.  Most  gladly  would 
I  oblige  tbe  said  poet  and  the  lovers  of  poetry 
(did  truth  permit)  by  describing  these  women  ma 
the  Sidliaa  Muses^  stepping  their  garments  in  the 
sacred  fount  One>  luore  oonspicuoua  than  ihe 
rest^  when  she  cast  her  last  vestment  into  the 
wat^r>  dioiild  inv<4^e  the  purifying  aid  of  Are* 
tluisa  m  the  hmgnage  of  Vii^  ; 

9  «  •  •  •  1/ 

^  Extreinnm  Bone  Arethusa'Bkih}  concede  laborem.'^ 

•  •  < . 

.   f  ^  -  ... 

But,  alas  I  Sicilian  washer-women  pn  nMKh  Ot 
same  animals  as  those  of  London  or  Dublin^^ 
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frtth  nove  4irt,  but  witib  less  inspintion  troA 
gin  or  whttkef ;  and  I  therefore  am  coin« 
pelled  to 

■ « 

«  paint' the  Bpot, 

<<  As  truth  would  paint  it^  bnt  as  bards  will  apt/' 


The  Gathedrd  was  formerly  the  Temple  of 
Mkierra ;  the  old  rade  columns  of  wfaich^  partly 
built  into  the  modem  walls^  are  very  visible. 
The  front  of  this  Church  is  modern  and  hand-* 
some^  iviih  large  statues :  The  Museum  is  op'* 
posite  the  side  door  of  the  Cathedral ;  it  is  in  its 
infancy^  but  has  a  few  old  busts^  and  a  sarco- 
phagus^ and  many  lamps  and  heads  in  Terra 
Cota.  The  library  is  in  the  same  building. 
It  is  strange  how  little  thought  or  sense  some 
persons  have  in  this  woiid ;  though  they  saw 
we  were  rather  hurried^  they  tormented  us  with 
shewing  English  books :  1  tried  all  civil  means^ 
hints^  &c.  to  no  purpose;  and^  at  last^  was 
obliged  to  tell  them  plainly  that  I  really  did  not 
come  to  Syracuse  to  see  English  books^  and  that 
they  must  permit  me  to  retire^  having  other 
views -for  ihe"  Employment  of  the  day.  Proni 
this  we  rode  about  a  mile  into  the  country  to 
see  Dionyshis's  Ear^   as  it  is  called.     I  was 

k2 
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idrawn  up  to  the  chamber^  at  the  top^  by  a  rope^' 
foolishly  enough^  had  I  then  known  the  akndev 
hold  of  the  rope,  or,  in  other  words,  the  dan- 
ger :  Mr.  Sweeney  went  first ;  the  Major  wisely 
declined. 

This  famous  Ear,  of  which  the  Antiquarians 
say  so  much,  and  tell  so  many  fairy  tales,  is 
nothing  more  than  a  large  excavation  in  the 
rock  or  quarry,  from  whence  stones^  for  the  dtf* 
ferent  buildings,  were  taken ;  but  its  situation  is 
romantic  and  pretty :  The  echo  is  veiy  great 
when  they  fire  a  small  paterero :  Near  this  is 
a  very  great  quarry,  with  a  fine  fountain  in  it : 
They  call  it  Dionysius's  Hall :  there  is  also  a  care, 
where  they  make  salt-petre,  and  a  rope-walk: 
Several  orange  trees  are  interspersed  about; 
and  the  harmless  lizard  sports  and  basks  in  the 
sun  every  pace  we  go.  Near  this  is  the  theatre^ 
but  little  remains  of  it :  The  Greek  names  on 
the  several  Cunei  have  puzzled  the  antiquarians 
much ;  but  I  think  Colonel  Donkin,  our  Quarter* 
Master-Gieneral,  has  explained  tl^em: .  He  th|nks 
these  inscriptions  were  probably  the  names  of 
the  several  Cunei;  for  the  aj^cients  named  al| 
their  apartments ;  and,  in  £K:t,  in,  our  own  the* 
atres  we  say,  the  King's  Side,  the  Prince's  Side^r 
the  Side  Boxes,  the  Front  Boxes^  the 
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l!lre  Stege  BntM,  Ac.  Ac.  These  Greek  namet 
cannot  be  those  of  Kings  or  Queens  who  bnill 
Ibe  dieatre^  nor  of  the  proprietors  of  boxes^ 
as  many  have  thought :  No  author  tells  thaf 
Olympian  Jove  either  built  or  frequented  a  the- 
atre. These  remarks^  the  result  of  Colonel 
Donkin's  consideration^  appear  to  »e^  so  clear 
and  correct^  tibat  I  note  them,  fle  is  an  excel«> 
lent  Greek  schdar,  and  he  spent  an  entire  day 
HI  examining  the  ruins  of  the  theatre :  Thera 
are  stqis  between  the  Cvnei,  which^  as  writ  as 
the  seats^  are  all  cut  out  of  the  rock :  no  part 
or  trace  remains  of  the  walls. 

The  Giedc  inscription  runs  thus^  beginning 
en  the  right  of  the  theatre : 

Ut  Cuneo.  BASIAISSAS.  NHPHIA02. 

^nd  Cuneo.  BA2IAIS2A2.  *IA12  TIA02. 

3rd  Cuneo. AS. N02. 

^th  Central.  AI02  OAYMniOY. 

5«A  Cuneo.  HAS  :  :  :  A  ::::::  AN. 

6th  Cuneo.  H  : : :  AKAE02  :  E  : :  a>PONIOY; 

7f  A  Cuneo.     A  : : : : :  A '  -  P  :::::::: : 


We  wffted  on  to  the  amphitheatre :    A  good 
deal  of  the  rubbish  has  been  lately  cleared  away^ 

n3 
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fad  y^  .ttie  greater  part  suMbm  under 
ground ;  stilly  enough  is  to  be  seen  to  dkew  tbat 
here  a  large  amphitheatre  once  stood :'  Matty 
of  the  lower  arches  perfeot 

.  On  lay  rettum  to  Syi^acKise^  I  rode  entirely 
round  the  ramparts,  and  exapiift^  the  fortifica^ 
t^ns:  It  is  very  strong,  partfculariy  to  the  lead 
side^  and  is  mostly  tiurroundcid  by  the  sea: 
indeed^  the  ent^  made  by  the  Spaniards,  b^ 
twebn  the  two  harboors,  makes  Syracnse  an 
iriand 

18th. — Sunday. — We  heard  high  mass  in  a 
yery  handsome  Church  near  our  inn;  and  kolbd 
into  several  other  churches^  in  some-  of  which 
are  tolerable  pictures;  but  all  represent  the 
murdering  of  Saints,  and  such  disgusting  sub- 
jects. The  Esperito  Santo  is  a  very  pretty 
Church.  After  breakfast,  we  went  a  second 
time  to  Dionysius's  Ear,  haying  got  a  party 
of  soldiers  to  fire,  that  we  might  hear  the 
effect  of  the  echo :  we  fired  in  all  ways,  single 
shots,  volleys,  &c.  but  the  peasant's  little  pale- 
rero  made  as  great  a  report ;  the  slightest  whis- 
per is  heard  from  one  end  of  the  Ear  to  the 
other :  a  bugle  horn  was  tried^  bq(  had  no 
effect. 
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W^  rode  to  St.  Joha's  CSmrch,  a  lifiOe  way 
'oat  of  town^  supposed  the  eldest  in  the  worUt 
and  where  St.  Paul  preached ;  under  it  is  a 
•chapel^  with  several  fresco  paintings  4>n  the 
amdls,  but  nearly  destroyed  by  damp  and  time  ; 
in  this  ander-gronnd  diapel^  are  some  very  old 
juid  rude  granite  cidnmns :  close  to  this  is  the 
e&trance  to  the  fiunous  catacmnbs  of  Syracuse : 
I  went  all  through  them^  and  confess  I  was 
fBUcfa  disappointed;  very  inferior  to  those  <^ 
Naples :  they  are^  however^  cut  out  in  streets, 
miih  excavations  on  each  side^  and  in  double 
rows^  or  rather  two  stories^  and  each  cell  con** 
taining  about  six  excavations  out  of  the  rock, 
like  stone  coffins.  Whether  the  ancient  Syra*' 
eusans  were  of  smaller  stature  than  the  moderns, 
or  whether  they  cut  off  their  heads  before  burial 
I  (annot  say ;  but  few  of  these-  places  for  the 
dead  are  above  five  feet  in  length,  many  not 
three,  and  so  narrow  that  the  body  could  not  be 
bent :  In  fnany  of  them  I  found  human  bones, 
and  therefore  they  must  have  been  receptacles 
for  the  dead :  There  are  several  round  cham- 
bers with  the  like  catacombs,  and  a  small  aper<- 
tore  at  the  top  for  li^t  In  many  parts  of  the 
streets  leading  to  these  chambers,  it  is  impos- 
jsible  to  stand  upright,  so  that>  owing  to  the 
xrloseness  of  the  place,   and  the  heat  of  our. 
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torches^   I  ym  wet  tfarougb^  and  ghd  ta   get 

out    •         .  ' )  \  \ 

'    At  a  little  distance  is  the  Chiurch  of  St.  Lucia^ 
like  the  former^  two  miles  from  Modem  Sym* 
cuse.     There  is  a  handscxne  colonade  attached, 
and  it  has  much  the  appearance  of  an  unfinished 
temple ;    but  I  could  not  learn  if  that  was  the 
case^  or  if  the  modern  Church  was  be^n  on  a 
scale  which  they  bad  not  means  to  finish :— ^ 
There  is  an  old  picture  of  a  Fitegibbon. family^ 
who  are  buried  here:   the  husband^  wife^  and 
three  children  died  the  same  day:    Under  the 
picture  is  written^  that  this  happened  about  one 
hundred  years  ago^  that  ^  he  was  a  Lieutenant* 
Colonel ;  it  does  not  say  in  wlmt  seryice^  (P^* 
bably  Austrian  or  Spanish;)  and^  I  suppose^  came 
to  Sicily  in  the  war  between  these  powers  in  1718 : 
it  is  further  said^  that  he  was  from  the  county  of 
Cork  in  Ireland^  and  married  to  the  daughter  of 
JFlorence  M'Carty^  also  of  Cork.    We  went  by  a 
.subteraneous  passage  and  stairs,  into  an  octagon 
building,  where  they  shew  the  tomb  of  St.  Lucia, 
4he  patron  Saint  of  Syracuse :     Her  Ladyriiip  is 
kept  in  the  Cathedral  most  of  the  year,  but  al^ 
ways  comes  to  spend  a  few  weeks,  in  Summer> 
in  this,  her  country  house,  and  is  carried  there 
and  back  in  great  form  and  procession. 


We  rode  on  orer  the  remains  of  the  ancient 
Syracnae^  and  through  fields^  where  once  stood 
houses  and  temples^  to  the  Capuchin  Content 
and  Great  Latomy :  The  sitnalion  is  most  pic^ 
tnresqne.  The  Latomy  is  an  immense  quarry 
many  feet  below  the  ground  the  Convent  stands 
on ;  and  here  the  Capuchins  have  a  garden  and 
many  fine  orange  trees.  Nature  gets  no  assist- 
ance in  Sicily :  The  garden  is  in  bad  order  and 
very  sloYenly. 

The  heat  vras  so  oppresuve  that  the  oiangev 
we  helped  ourselves  to^  were  most  refreshing. 
There  is  an  extensive  walk  through  this  Latomyj 
and  it  might  be  made  a  most  beautiful  place; 
from  one  part^  the  view  of  the  Convent  peeping 
over  the  rocks>  is  very  striking:  I  recollect 
there  is  an  exact  representation  of  it  in  St  Non. 

• 

These  Capuchins  have  a  large  room^  with  a 
good  light  in  it^  (though  under  the  Churchy) 
in  which  they  deposit  bodies  of  the  dead^ 
having  a  mode  of  drying  them  much  superior 
to  those  of  Messina^  or  Malta.  It  is  opened 
every  Sunday^  and  was  as  fall  of  visitors  as  any 
show  in  London.*     Any  one^   by  a  fee^    may 


*  The  dead  Ca^chim  are  in  niches;  bnt  the  bodies  of  snch  other 
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kave  bin  body  deposited  here;  and  the  people 
^mlk  out  on  Siudays  to  see  their  deceased 
firiends  and  rebitioni^  i¥ho  are  all  fall  diened. 
They  certainly  have  a  beautiM  walk  near  the 
tea  firom  Syracne  to  this  Ckmf  eat ;  but  arrived 
here,  it  is  a  disgustin^^  sigfat--«-A]as !  what  m 
niserable  aDDeanmce  we  make  after  death ! 


V  in  his  oration  against  Verres,  men- 
tions these  quarries  as  prisons  :--*'^  The  Lato* 
^^  roix>  a  prison  at  Syracuse,  contrived  by  diat 
^  inhuman  tyrant  Dionysius,  was,  in  the  pras- 
^'  torship  of  C.  Verres,  a  residence  for  Romafl 
^'  eitiaens.  Whoever,  by  his  principles,  or 
even  by  his  aspect,  had  the  misfortune  to 
offend  the  Governor,  was  instantly  sent  to 
^  the  Latomix  Roman  citizens  were  harried, 
by  squadrons,  to  the  dnngeons  of  the  Lato* 
mix :  multitudes  were  heaped  together  in  that 
dreadful  habitation ;   most,   or  all,   of  whom 
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^'  were  executed.'' 


Surdiy  the  recital  of  such  horrors  ought  te 
make  us  prize  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  wish 


0 


persons  at  have  their  remains  deposited  here,  are  in  a  sort  of  coffias 
like  trunki :  the  nearest  relation  UTing  keeps  the  key. 


to  see  equiteblt  aad  jostgorerninetits  ostaUbh^ 
all  OTtr  the  woM ! .  Bst^  thovgh  I  advocate 
tlu8>  I  do  not  mean,  or  erer  wish,  to  hare  the 
lower,  o^  any,  order  of  society  freed  from  pnn 
per  rertraiot.  Let  loose  the  mob  of  aoy  comi'^ 
try,  and  yoa  hav)e  tyranny  and  phmder  in  per-» 
fectioB.  What  i  desire  for  the  many  natiims 
sufiering  mder  despotism,  it  not  a  wild  demo« 
emcy ;  bat  a  wise  system  of  kws  honestly  ex« 
ecnled,  where  all  persons  and  rsnks  are  checked^ 
aBd  none  hare  the  power  left  to  itt|ure  or 
oppress. 

In  all  ages  we  find  cruel  tynnts :  Verres 
adopted  the  flogging  system  and  torture  to  gra« 
tify  his  revenge^  or  extort  money.  In  our  days^ 
we  hare  seen  the  same  practices  in  use  to  ex^ 
tort  evidence ;  and,  ia  many  instances,  as  era* 
eDy  and  wantonly  inflicted,  as  in  the  times  of  the 
Tyrant  of  Syracuse.  What  oppression  and  in« 
justice  does  the  page  of  history  unfiiM :  The 
passions  of  men  remain  the  same  during  the 
change  of  empires ;  and  snrely  no  one  shonld  be 
trusted  with  too  much  power. 

It  has  often  been  a  question  what  these  Lato* 
mies,  near  Syracuse,  were:  antiquarians  have 
disputed  whether  they  were  artificial  excavations^ 
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OT  If  hether  they  hne  always  existed  in  tiieir 
present  form  from  nature.    I  am  greatly  sur- 
prised how  any*  doubt  could  exist,  for  one 
ment,  in  the  mind  of  any  man  who  has 
them ;  for,  without  recurrence  to  the  derivntkMt 
ef  their  name,  (the  Greek,)   it  must  evidently 
appear  to  any  curious  and  attentive  obs^rvesv 
that  they  are  works  of  art,  and  have  supplied 
Syracuse  with  building    stones.      That    they 
might  afterwards  serve  as  prisons,  particukrly 
Dionysius's  Ear, .  is  very  possible :   but  how  for 
they  were  made  subservient  to  the  tyranny  ctf 
Dionysius,  and  whether  all  the  accompanjrin^ 
atones  are  trae,   must   ever  remain  doubtfol : 
Marks  of  irons  and  rings  for  chains  exist  in 
this  cavern ;   but  they  might  have  been  placed 
there  for  maay  other  purposes ;  and  if  one  wan 
to  judge  from  the  size,  1  should  rather  suppose 
them  fixed  for  holding  the  caUe  of  a  small  vessel, 
than  the  leg  w  arm  of  a  human  being,  except 
that  it  is  too  distant  from  the  sea. 

The  Ear  is  gk>omy,  yet  romanticaHy  situated, 
which,  with  the  received  history  or  opinion  of  il^ 
inspires  a  kind  of  awful  pleasure  to  those  who 
visit  it,  bwdering,  perhaps,  on  the  sublime. 

The  great  Latomy,  at  the  Capuchin's  Con- 


irent^  ^maid  certaiidy  awwtiir  Very  well  for  tli» 
confinement  of  a  large  body  of  prisoners  of 
war;  a  use  to  which  no  doubt  it  has  been  fre- 
quently applied;  History  infonns  ms^  that  eight 
thousand  Athenians  were  confined  here>  and 
perished  through  misery  and  want«  St.  Noo 
quotes  it  fnun  Plutarch,  Tiz. — *'  Perpessi  ibidem 
''  sitim  fuere,  atque  hmem,  neque  enini  siaguli  in 
'^  die  plus  accipiebant  quam  duas  hordei  cotylas^ 
unam  vero  aquas^  quae  sane  nimis  iniqtia  men* 
sura  victus  eraf    (Plutarchi  Nicies  vita.) 


In  a  part  of  this  extensive  Latomy  is  a  quarry^ 
or  excavation,  nearly  resembling  Dionysius's 
Ear,  and  the  mark  of  the  chi«el  is  very  evident 
on  it  As  the  descent  into  it  is  very  oonsidara« 
ble,  it  is  relatively  to  the  Convent,  subterianeau* 
The  appearance  is  romantic.  Immense  rocks 
are  fi>nned  by  the  excavations,  and  of  all  shapes, 
some  of  them  eighty  feet  high.  The  bottom 
of  these  excavations  is  laid  out  in  walks,  andj 
as  I  before  observed^  planted.  There  caiuiot  be 
a  happier  situation  for  seclusion  and  retirement. 
Some  individuals  have  ordered  themselves  to 
be  buried  here,  which,  for  a  fee,  is  readily 
granted;  and  their  tombs  and  monuments^ 
dose  to  which  the  Cypress  and  Willow  have 
been  planted,   make  an  extraordinary  contrast 
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with  the  Orangel  Bargamol;,  Pomegranate^  mnd 
Mulberry  Trees,  und  form  a  mixture  of  aokflin 
gloom ;  at  the  same  time  the  Latomix  exhibito 
a  variety  of  uncommon  ddigfat :  It  is  a  spot 
not  easy  to  describe ;  besides  its  singularKy^  it 
combines  the  terrible  and  the  agreeaUe.  I  staid 
near  two  hours  here,  and  then  returned  to  Syra« 
case  to  review  the  8th  battalion  King^s  German 
Legion,  an  exceUent  corps,  and  from  whom  I 
received  every  attention :  1  dined  with  them 
afterwards.  They  occupy  part  of  the  Bishop's 
Palace :  The  band  is  very  fine,  and  we  had 
a  good  concert  after  dinner. 

19th.-^Baron  WaldiouseUi  who  is  a  Lieute^ 
nant  in  the  above  regiment,  was  so  good  as  to 
bring  me  his  drawings  and  plans  this  morning, 
and  to  attend  me  in  my  progress  :  he  has  been 
indefatigable  in  his  researches  here,  and  has  a 
plan  of  the  Catacombs,  with  their  exact  mea- 
ffurement,  which  he  took  himself.  We  set  out 
early,  and  went  to  St.  Philip's  Church,  under 
which  there  is  an  ancient  well  and  bath,  or 
reservoir,  with  steps  to  the  bottom :  From  this 
to  an  antique  bath,  discovered  under  a  mer- 
diant's  house,  which  is  very  perfect:  Then 
called  on  Capodoci,  who  has  a  little  Museum  of 
Antiques  and  curiosities,  of  his  own  collecting : 
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From  Hm  to  Mr.  Landoliiii^  to  see  a  rwf 
fine  statue  of  a  Venus^  d  beUe$  /esses^  rather 
lai^r  than  life>  which  he  found  in  a  vineyard 
near  the  towD>  aad  which^  ho  doubts  is  antique 
and  teiy  vakiaMe :  no  cast  has  been  yet  taken, 
or  any  good  drawing  of  her.  Mr.  Fagan  had 
leavo  to  dig  in  the  vineyards^  \mt,  I  hear,  waa 
nM;  very  suMesrfiil. 

Baron  Bosoo's  house  is  magnificent ;  ihete  ii 
a  beanti&I  stair*case  and  steps  ten  feet  long, 
of  red  marble,  highly  pcdished^  ascending  to  the 
top  of  the  house,  most  beautifid :  This  Pab€e, 
the  Cathedra],  the  Bishq[>'s  Palace,  and  Senate 
House,  are  all  near,  and  in  a  sort  of  open  placSe ; 
but  I  know  not  what  name  to  give  the  situation 
they  stand  in,  being  neither  street,  squafe> 
circus,  nor  octagon:  they  are  all  good  build* 
ings. 

m 

Baron  Walthousen  having  offered  to  go  with 
me  into  the  Gneat  Catacombs,  as  he  was  certain 
the  old  Friar,  who  shewed  them  to  me,  had  not 
done  so  aocsrately:  I  accepted  his  offer^  as 
well  as  that  of  shewing  me  several  other  anti- 
quities in  the  eountfy;  Ail  tiiese  cxcurwons, 
from  the  modem  to  the  ancient  cities,  have 
been  on  horsdlMid(.    It.  isrvery  ludcy  that  I  got 
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ttcqnainted  with  the  Baron^  as  otherwifle  I  dioidii 
have  missed  many  things.    We  went  again  to 
Dionysius's  Ear^   near  whidi  is  a  rety  carious 
bath^  not  long  discovered  nnder  a  little  chapd.* 
We  then  visited  several  Latomies,  which  1  had 
not  seen  before^  and  in  which  there  are  muiy 
odd  excavations  in  stredB^  being/ in  fiatct,  nnail 
rooms  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock^  and  evidently 
regular  door  cases  and  windows:     There  are 
several  rude  pillars  of  stone  in  the  bath  above 
mentioned.     We  looked  again  at  the  theatre, 
and  at  the  fine  fountain  just  above  it^  which  is 
supplied  by  an  aqueduct  partly  modern^    but 
mostly  very  ancient.    The  old  Grecian  diannel, 
for  the  water;  is  in  many  parts  cut  in  the  solid 
rock^  and  under  ground ;  and^  where  necessary^ 
over  a  valley  or  ravine^   continued  by  archesj 
like  all  other  aqueducts.    This  water  is  bo  con« 
ducted  above  thirty  miles^  and  all  near  this  spot, 
through  a  hard  rock :    The  Grecian  Channel, 
or  Conduit,  as  it  is  called^  is  only  seen  wh^ 
there  are  openings^  being  under  ground,  but 
still  conducts  the  water.    We  looked  over  Dio- 
nysius's  Ear,  and  saw  the  very  slender  holding 


•  From  tlM  ttamUr  of  bunum  lH»Qet  found  hm,  it  fbnst  have  laei 
used  alio  a«  a  buiyin;  place. 
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^e  td^  has^  by  wbidi  jtheyiiaul  up  diose  'wlio 
Wisk  to  go  into  tiie  ehamber  of  the  Ear: 
Wkind  tfais  is  a  miU;  and  there  it  another 
faidow:  tile  theatre^  IVben  the  Kipg  was  hcre^ 
he  ordered  it  to  be  remo?ed  and  paid  for; 
bnt^  in  Sicily^  it  is  eaisier  to  order  than  to 
execute  t  nothing  -was  done^  and  the  mill, 
thongh  much  in  the  ivay^  remains.  From 
hence  is  a  sort  of  street^  with  the  marks  of 
heavy>  carts  and  riide  wheels ;  the  habitation 
are  wretched.  *  We  passed  on  to  the  other  side 
of  a  great  liatomy,  where  the  sepulchres  are  i 
that  this  was  a  burying  place^  is  levident : 
some  had  stone  coffins^  p,nd  others  recesses  for 
nrns  :  They  could  not  be  put  to  any  other  use, 
and  are  ^ery  extensive.  I  ramUed  about 
amongst  these  tombs^  which,  in  their  turn,  are 
now'  goiog  fast  to  ruin*;--^the  rock^  in  which 
th^  are  cot,  being  of  a  soft  mouldering  qua-* 
lity.  There  is  one  tomb  in  particular,  with  a 
sort  of  luted  column,  or  rattier  pilaster,  cnt  in 
the'rock :  It  makes  a  much  better  figure  in  the 
drawings  I  have  seen  of  it,  than  in  reality; 
There  is  a  print  of  it  in  St  Non.  We  next 
visited  another  ancient  bath,  lately  discovered 
in  a  vineyard,  near  which  the  Venus,  a  beUea 
f^9$eB/  was  foond ;  and  then  went  on  to  St 
Jobii's,   to  see  the  Catacombs  again,,  with  my 
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friend  tfafe  Barbn^  as  my  Citerone :    The  Friaiy 
however^  had  not  prored  so  bad  a  one  as  1 8«i9« 
pected ;  but  the  Baron  is  mnch  better.    I  wenC 
again  through  these  Catacombs  with  him ;  anci, 
as  I  said  before^  they  are  very  inferior  to  thoae  fU^ 
Naples :    Various  stories  are  told  of  their  extent, 
which  is  the  case  at  all  I  have  seen.    On  onr  way 
home^  we  went  into  another  bath  under  ground, 
very  perfect  and  with  good  stairs  to  it^  said  to 
be  that  of  King  Agathocles,  in  the  time  of  the 
Greeks;     for    Sicily  has    had   many  masters. 
There  are  no  remains  of  the  house  cf  Archi** 
medes^   nor  can  any  reasonable  conjecture  be 
formed  respecting  the  place  where  if  stood. 

Modem  Syracuse  has  one  good^  and  sevefui 
very  narrow  bad  streets.  There  is  scarcely  any 
vestige  of  the  old  cities:  but  every  fields 
for  many  miles^  is  covered  with  lime  rubbishy 
intermixed  with  pieces  of  glass^  urns^  tiks^  bricks^ 
bits  of  broken  marble^  and  the  like :  It  is  evi- 
dent there  must  have  once  been  a  great  ci^ 
here;  but,  as  Brydone  observes,  ^'  How  are 
the  mighty  fallen  V*  Little,  indeed,  remains  of 
the  once  great,  rich,  and  powerful  Syracuse. 

From  the  theatre  is  a  fine  view  of  the  Plaiir, 
•till,  as  formerly,   very  productive ;.  but  mtet 
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of  the  year  an  unhealthy  marshy  like  Walche* 
ren** 

It  ig  very  singular^  but  no  less  trae^  that  the 
people^  who  are  born  in  this  Mai  aria^  are  not 
affected  by  it ;  but.  if  they  move^  and  change  to  a 
place  with  good  air^  they  certainly  die^  as  oursol-- 
diers  do  by  merely  mounting  guard  and  picquet 
a  few.times^  during  Summer^  t^ear  the  Mai  aria 
country^  as  we .  call  it.  This  is  a  very  singular 
fact^  and  has  been  ascertained  beyond  doubt. 


*  On  this  Plain  was  the  Atfaenian  camp,  and  here  too  the  greater  part 
of  the  army  was  destroyed^  as  oors  at  Walcheren*  The  same  happened 
aUo  to. the  Carthaginian  army,  in  consequence  of  its  almost  per- 
petual  pestilential  air.  Syracnsey  however,  had  its  advantage  by  it, 
•■  Imilootti  haring  come  with  a  thousand  ressels  and  three  bandred 
thoQfland  soldien  to  Syracuse,  was  obliged  to  raise  the  seige,  and  setam 
to  Carthage,  leaying  more  than  fifty  thousand  dead  on  this  PJai%  with- 
M,  having  time  to  bury  them* 


o2 


IS^ 


C?HAP.  Vll. 


College  of  Syracuse-^Temple  and  Statue  of 
Jupiter — Arrival  at  Augusta — Return  Ur 
Catania  —  Itinerant  Sicilian  Preacher9  — 
Ancient  Amphitheatre — Town  of  Jaci — Vol- 
canic  Strata  in  its  Hcinity — Reflectkm  on 
their  supposed  Antiquity, 

Nov.  26th, — ^This  day  the  wind  was  perfectly 
fair  for  Augusta ;  but  I  had  not  seen  enough 
of  Syracuse.  We  visited  several  Churches^ 
Santa  Lucia,  Espirito  Santo^  and  went  again  to 
the  Cathedral,  to  admire  the  fine  old  Grecian 
urn,  now  used  as  the  Baptismal  Pont ;  and  alsa 
to  the  Bishop's  Palace  and  College,  where  four 
hundred  students  (Aspirant  Priests,)  are  prepa- 
ring iittposition  for  the  world.  The  Bishop's 
garden  (in  the  old  style)  is  neat.  In  the  prison 
of  the  Palace,  a  Priest  was  confined :  1  saw  the 
villain:  he  had  murdered  a  woman  whom  he 
wanted  to  debauch,  but  who  resisted  him;— 


tlioiigh  faOy  GonTicted^  yet  being  a  Priest^  he 
was^  by  this  strange  governments  and  infamous 
system  of  Sicilian  kw^  6nly  sentenced  to  two 
ye&rs  imprisonment :'  He^  however^  stoutly  de- 
nied his  guilty  and  said  he  was  there^  PetNiente. 
Stieh  is  the  wretchedly  superstitious  state  of  thib 
people^  tliat  the  country  meifi  and  women^  who 
ebme  into  Sl^yracucte  tA  markfet^  all  gd'  to  pity 
this  rascal/  and  to  Cias  his  hand  through  thfe 
iron  grate. 

The  C^hurch^  formerly  of  the  Jesuits;,  is  a 
very  ine  one^  with  somse  tolerable  pictures^  and 
beautiful  marble  altard.  St  Lucia  is  a  femalfe 
Convent;  ^re  are  ndany  in  Syracuse*  The 
spring  in  the  sea^  said  ta  be  opposite  Arethusa's 
fountain^  I  believe  is  febulous.  We  rode  out  to 
see  the  two  columns^  all  that  remains  of  the 
Temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius^  fhU  four  inilev 
from  Syracuse^  and  by  no  means  worth  the  time 
or  trouble.  These  two  columns^  though  very 
large^  were  fluted^  but  the  flutes  are  nearly 
obliterated. 

According  to  Cicero,  there  was  oiie  of  flie 
most  renowned  statues  of  Jupiter^  in  the  world, 
in  the  Temple : — '^  Joveirt  Impemtorem  quartto 
'^  h6nore  in  suo  Templo  fiiisse  arbitramini  ? 
''  Hinc  colligere  potestis,  si  recordari  volueritis, 
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it 


quanta  religione  fuerit  eadem  specie,  atqii^ 
foqna  Signum  illud,  quod  ex  Macedopia  cap- 
^^  .turn    in    Capitdiio   posuerat   Flaniiniaia$. — 
*'  Etenim    trk   ferebantur.   in,  Orbe  termriun 
'^  Signa  Jovis  Imperatoris  uno  in  genere  pal- 
'^  cherrime  facta^    unum    iilad   Macedonicum, 
quod  in  Capitolio  videnius :  alteram  in  Ponti 
ore,  angastius :   tertiiim  quod  Syracusis  ajnte 
[^  Vcixem  pi^tQrem  fuit,"  . 

■  ■  « 

The  statue  is  said  to  have  been  of  solid  gold> 
and,  moreover^  was  ornamented  with  a  cloak  of 
g<M  and  precious  stones,  a  present  from  Hienx 
Dionysius,  the  tyrant,  took  this  cloak,  which 
was  of  great  value,  substituting  one  of  woollen 
cloth  instead,  and,  as  we  are  told,  .laughing  at 
the  Syracusans,  said,  that  it  was  out  of  regard 
to  the  God,  that  he  made  the  exchange,  as  the 
golden  cloak  ^as  too  heavy  in  Summer,  and  too 
cold  in  Winter. 


Detracto  Jpvi  Olympio  magni  ponderis 
aureo  Amiculo,  quo  eum  Tyrannus  Hiera 
h  Manubiis  Carthaginiensium  ornaverat,  in- 
jectoque  ei  laneo  pallio,  dixit.  Estate  gravem 
esse  aureum  amiculum,  hieme  frigiduni,  lane- 
^  um  autem  ad  utrunique  tempus  anni  aptius  " 

Valerius  Max.  1 1.  c.  ir^ 
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TeneB  went  a  step  farther : — ^He^  with  his 
ether  i^nder^  took  this  statue.  Cicero^  speak* 
ing  of  ity  says^  ^'  Id  Yerres  ex  tempb  Jovis 
«^  sostnlit'' 

It  is  certun,  that^  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago^  six  columns  of  tliis  Temple  re* 
nained  perfect 

I  have    before    mentioned    the    indications 
which  I  observed  of  buildings  having  once  ex- 
tended fisur  round  Modern  Syracuse^  but  parti- 
.cnlarly  in  the  field  where  these  columns  stand ; 
from  this  to  Syracuse  all  is  rubbish,  pieces  of 
marble,  tiles,  bricks,  &c.  whereas,  in  (he  very 
next  field,  which  was  on  the  outside  of  the  old 
city,  (this  Temple  standing  at  one  extremity) ; 
the  ground^   lately  ploughed  up,  was  covered 
with  round  natural  pebble^stones,  like  our  Irish 
fields,  mixed  with  black  earth,  and  no  appear^* 
ance  of  lime  rubbish,  bricks,  or  building  stuff. 
I  examined  the   grounds  very  minutely,   and 
think  this  circumstance  good  evidence  of  the 
city's  extent     There  are  scarcdy  any  remains 
of  the  walL  not  so  much  as  of  Trajan's  near 
Newcastle,  which  is  scarcely  any,  though  some 
pretend  to  trace  it  entirely.     At  six  miles  dis* 
tance,  are  the  ruins  of  an  old  Grecian  Castle^ 
Inhere  the  Romans  afierwairds  k^t  their  tre<i« 
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•ore.  The  road  to  it  is  b4d  to\^ardb  die  Soda 
Graca ;  k  is  called  Castello  Ldfadalo^  and  W9tB 
the.  principal  fortress,  of  Syracuse:  It  i$  bfrilt 
on  a  rock^  stands  high^  and  is  situated  near  the 
junctions  of  Neapolis^  Tycbe^  and  Epipolis, 
The  stones^  bf  which  it  was  buili^  were  takeii 
from  the  rocks  on  which  it  stands^  by  which  a 
wide  and  deep  ditch  was  formed.  There  are 
very  fine  vaults  still  perfect ;  but  very  little  else 
remains  of  this  Caistle. 

Or  liiy  return  to  Syracuse^  I  went  to  the  Ou« 
He,  or  Citadd^  which  was  built  by  the  Emperor 
Charles. t|ie  Fifths  w*  rather  repaired  by  him. 
The  view  of  the  town  and  poirts^  and  surround- 
ing country^  firom  the  top  of  this  Castle^  will 
reward  any  one  for  the  trouble  of  going- « up. 
Near  this^  is  a  very  good  barrack  for  eight  hun- 
dred men ;  and^  at  a  little  distance^  a  cavalry 
barrack^  with  excellent  stables. 

r 
;  -  -     - 

In  Syracase>  as  at  Rome  and  at  other  ItaKan 
townsy  the  entrance,  passages,  and  malrble  stairs 
•f  the  palaces  are  ingeniously  destined  to  an- 
swer two  purposes, — first,  to  afford  a  road  to 
the  different  apartments ;  and,  secondly,  to  af- 
ford a  retreat  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  paj 
their  offering  Diva  Qoacina.  The  dirt  and 
•tench,  4s  intolerable;  but  what  is  to  be  dose. 
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flft  there  are  no  taeinplcs  built  to  tke  Gdddett;«-^ 
m  C0tnti  on  Ae  Pahtce  rtairt  fo  more  seiluded 
tnm  observation  thtn  the  streets.  The  lower 
or  ground  stories^  like  those  in  Malta  and  ai 
Cadhs^  are  all  iron  barred  at  the  windows^  like 
a  {Hfison.. 

Having  now  seen  every  thing  in  or  near  Syra< 
euse^  I  hope  to  leai^  Augusta  to-monrow. 

»  ■ 

■ 

Syracuse  is^  im  the  vrhde^  a  very  poor  town ; 
but  has  many  fine  Churches^  and  is  well  fortified. 
It  presents  some  splendour^  mixed  ¥ith  th^ 
greatest  misery :  the  situation  is  very  fine : 
the  two  ports^  being  joined  by  a  cut^  it 
itands  on  an  island :  many  of  th^  streets  are 
well  paved ;  all  but  one  are  iharrow  and  filthy. 
The  Government  House  was  fi>rnierly  a  Coll^^ 
and  the  different  classes  are  stfH  noted  over  lh# 
do<m«  There  is  viery  litUe  trade:  cuItivatiiMi 
and  gardening  receive  Sjcarcely  any  assistaniift 
from  art  in  this  vicinity;  and^  therefore/ in  a 
fine  climate^  and  generally  rich  soil^  they  have 
the  worst  fruit  and  vegetables.  The  Plaht  pro^ 
duces  flax  and  hemp;  but  the  Mai  aria^  iait^ 
is  very  noxious.  The  meat  is  bad ;  the  bread 
dear^  and  indifferent:  but  they  have  eitcellent 
butler ;  Mr.  Leckie^  who  fived  here  some  tinie^ 
having  shewn   idiein   the  advantage  of  daii^ 
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ftitiis:  They  JbftYe  some  trade  in  wine.  Inthor^ 
wretchedness  prevails  wl^re  there  ought  to  be 
plenty  and  comfort ;  but  the  people  are  far  from 
being  so  toeak  and  starved-,  as  I  have  heard : 
they  certainly  are  strong  and  adive;  but^  in 
other  points^  exhibit  marks  of  misery.  Ther^ 
mometer  this  day  was  sixty-five. 

« 
There  is  scarcely  a  vestige  remaining  of  the 

Temples  of  Diana^  nor  of  the  Temple  erected 
by  Hiero^  from  the  ruins  of  which  the  fine  gra- 
nite eolumiui  of  the  Pantheon  at  Rome  are  said 
0  have  bera  taken.  Strictly  speakings  Ortigia 
is  the  only  part  of  Syracuse  that  remains. 

I  before  mentioned  that  the  fortifications  are 
.very  strongs  and  in  good  order.  There  are 
two  harbours ;  the  great  one  as  fine  as  any  io 
Ihe  worid^  about  seven  miles  round.  There  is 
so  dock-yard  here ;  but  I  see  no  reason  why 
there  might  not  be  one  for  the  largest  men  of 
war:  any  supply  of  timber  can  be  had  from 
Calabna^  and  floated  over.  Naval  stores  can 
be  had  in  abundance  from  neigli^uring  coun- 
triea. 

In  the  last  century^  many  noble  families  re* 
aided  at  Syracuse ;  but  their  descendants  now 
live  at  FUermo :  and^  though  Syracuse  has  such 


&  fine  bay^  with  every  advaDtage  frpm  iiatare> 
it  is  without  commerce. 

De  Non  certainly  either  copied  from  St.  Non> 
4or  the  latter  from  the  former^ — speaking  of  Sy- 
nLcuBe; 

St.  Non  says, —  "  Enfin  apres  avoir  ^te  leu 
^'  victimes  del'avarice^  et  de  toute  la  rapacit6 
^^  de  ces  Malheureux  Commis^  apres  avoir  essuy^ 
^^  vkigt  hnit  mortels  jours  de  quarantaine,  couch^ 
^^  tout  ce  temps  entaso^  avec  nos  Matelotsy 
^^  baign^  chaque  nuit  par  I'excessive  huroiditi 
'^  de  la  saison,  et  du  lieu,  briUes  a  midi  par 
^'  I'ardeur  du  soliel,  et  exposes  tous  les  soirs  a 
f^  un  vent  de  mer,  qui  nous  laissoit  la  courba- 
^^  ture  de  la  fievre,  notre  liberte  nous  fut  rendue> 
'^  et  nous  ftmes  notre  entree  a  Syraoise,  dam 
^'  un  etat  a  faire  piti^.  Encore  nous  en  eftmes 
^'  I'oUigation  a  Mon$ignor  Gargallo,  Vicaire? 
V  General,  qui  en  Tabsence  de  TEvdque  auquel 
^'  nous  avions  i\Jk,  recommand^s^  prit  sur  lu}  d« 
f^  Bonlager  nos  miseres/' 

De  Non  says, — '^  After  being  subject  to  all 
<^  the  mean  rapacity  of  this  class  of  the  Siciliaa 
nation ;  and  having  suffered  ma£tyrdom  for 
eight  and  twenty  long  days,  in  a  quarantine 
unjustly  imposed  on  us ;  sleeping  all  this  timej 
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^  without  distitiction^  among  the  daQdn^-^ 
"  drenched  every  night  by  the  excessive  rains 
'^  of  the  season^ — scorched  by  the  heat  of  the 
sun  at  noon^ — and  exposed  every  evening  U> 
a  wind^  that  made  our  bones  ache^  as  in  n 
fever ;  we^  at  lengthy  got  out  of  this  infected 

'*  hole^    covered   with   vermin    and    Rorea,    and 

*'  with  our  clothes  so  torn^  from  not  having 
'^  been  off  our  backs  a  whole  months  that  they 
*'  would  scarcely  hang  on  any  longer.  In  this 
^'  situation^  fr  blessed  Vicar-General^  ( in  the 
f*  absence  of  the  Bishop^  to  whom  we  were 
*^  recommended  J  alleviated  our  miseries  as 
'^  much  as  he  could."* 

i^lst.^— This  mornings  before  taking  my  de- 
parture from  Syracuse^  I  went  to  see  the  silver 
itiittte  of  St.  Lucia^  and  the  famous  Cameo^  and 
dther  valuables  kept  in  an  iron  closet  at  the 
Cathedral^  and  to  which  there  are  three  keys 
kept^  one  by  the  Senate^  one  by  the  Bishop^ 
and  one  by  the  Great  Judge.  The  Senate  po- 
litely ordered  these  things  to  be  shewn  to  me. 
At  noon^  I  sailed  in  the  gun-boat. 
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«  The  reader  will  percdte  one  of  tiiese  j^Uemea  moMt  hkve  copied 
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I  again  tried^  but  could  not  ducorer  1k% 
tpring  in  the  sea,  called  Occhi  de  Zilica^  mid 
to  be  cpposite  the  Fountain  of  Arethusa. 

▲rrived  at  Augusta  at  4  o'clock^  P.M.  Major 
Brady  had  prepared  good  quarters  for  us  at  th« 
Senate  House ;  we  had  our  own  beddings  and 
tFe  met  a  most  hospitable  reception  fircrni  the 
4th  battalion  of  the  (German  Legion.  Befora 
dinner^  I  went  on  the  top  of  die  Citadd  with 
M^or  Brady^  from  whence  there. is  a  most  com« 
plete  bird's  eye  view  of  all  the  works.  The 
town  is  very  dirty :  the  weather  hot  and  dose. 
Thermometer  seventy  degrees. 

• 

S&id. — Before  breakiast  went  in  a  scampavia, 
to  see  the  Forts  of  Garcia  and  Vittoria^  which 
are  built  on  a  rock  in  the  sea^  and  defend  the 
harbour :  the  works  are  perfect^  and  in  good 
order;  but^  like  all  our  Sicilian  forts^  have 
no  garrison.  The  light-house  is,  in  a  circular 
and  strong  fort,  built  on  a  rock. 

I  landed,  with  Major  Brady,  on  the  Isthmus, 
and  went  round  all  the  town  fortifications,  and 
looked  into  the  Dominican  Church,  which  is  a 
good  one.  The  Convent  is  occupied  as  a  bar- 
rack and  store-house :  There  is  a  good  barrack 
for  nine  hundred  men,  which  was  formerly  a 
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Malta  store-house.    The  Cathedral  here  hai  m 
ft^ade^  which  is  not  to  be  found  fanft  i^itfa: ; 
and   some    modem  pictures  and  good  marbler 
alto-relievos  at  the  altar.     The  Citadel^  or  Cas- 
tie;  and  As  worls^   are  '  m  perfect '  order,  and 
Tery  strong*^     but  would    require    2000  mevV 
Itt  least,  for  the  defence.     I  examiaed  the  worics 
mtet  minutely :    there  are   not  any  mines  or 
bomb-proofs.    A  hill  so  far  commands  it,  that 
a  battelry  there  would  greatly  annoy,    though 
not  breach  it;   and  though  strong,  I  think  it 
might  b^  improved  particularly  by  a  cav^er  on 
one  of  the  bdstiohs  towards  th&t  hfll,  having  a 
traversing  gun.    The  fort  is  a  quadrangle  of 
two  stories,    with  four  lower  and  four  upper 
betstions :    the  out- works  new.    The  repairing 
of  this  Castle-fort,  done  by  the  British,  was  ad 
enormous  expence. 

23rd.— Augusta*  runs  in  three  long  parallel 


♦  hi  the  year  1800,  an  officer  and  three  hundred  sick  Feeach  traop* 
arrived  at  Augusta,  from  Alexandria  ;  many  of  them  were  blind.  They 
got  leave  to  land,  and  were  hutted  on  the  beach.  A  few  days  after, 
Ae  people  of  Augusta,  and  the  vicinity,  as  appears  from  mere  hatred 
to  the  French  name,  (for  they  had  received  no  injury  from  them^  «•• 
•0  these  unfortunate  and  unarmed  men :  They  absolutely  massacred 
every  one  of  them,  and  buried  them  in  the  sands.  I  believe  no  noUce 
was  taken  of  this  aboaioable  actj-^eugh  to  ocite  aU  civilikad 
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Wtiwte:  the  hooseB  are  low;  few  haie  men 
tban  one  8t6ry :  It  is  full  as  dirty  as  any  town 
in  Sicily :  No  inn^  or  any  apparent  comfort 
for  the  people^  except  having  good  beds ;  in  this 
respect  the  poorest  Sicilian  is  well  accommo* 
dated.  I  cannot  describe  the  filth  of  the  mar- 
ket :  I  saw  a  fox  exposed  there ;  but  in  such 
demand^  that  he  was  soon  sold  in. pieces  of  one 
or  two  pounds.  The  lower  Sicilians  eat  almost 
any  things —  a  dead  jack^ass^  dog,  cat^  or  any 
animals'  intestines^  &c. 

'  I  went  to  breakfast  with  Migor  Smensteiif, 
and  afterwards  embarked  in  a  scampavia  from 
the  north  side  of  the  Peninsula^  on  which  Au« 
^ttsta  is  built;  having  ordered  the  gun-boat 
round  early  this  morning  from  the  harbour  on 


powen  to  demand  the  punisLment  of  those  concerned:  Turks  of 
Algerines  conld  not  be  gnSty  of  greater  atrocity.  It  is  the  worst  trait 
I  teve  faeaid  of  the  Sicilians. 

It  was  near  AugusU  that  the  fiunous  sea-fight  took  place  ia  the  yew 
1676*  between  the  French,  commanded  by  Manjius  Almeras,  and  the 
Cbmbmed  Spanish  and  Dutch  fleet,  under  the  great  I>e  RnitVy  wh» 
was  mortolly  wounded^  and  died  a  few  days  after  at  Sysceuse.  Mai^ 
qnis  Ahaorasy  who  eommanded  the  French,  was  also  kiUed  in  thii 
battle^ 

It  is  singular  that  Bnrchett  does  not  notice  this  battle^  or  that  which 
took  place  soon  after  at  Paltrmo. 
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tbe  mvdk  Aide.  We  had  a  pleasant  yaaamgt^ 
mofitly  by  the  oars^  (there  being  liUtle  windj) 
to  Catania^  and  arrived  there  about  9  o'dock, 
P.M.I^  The  Sicilian  mariners  always  $ing  a 
hymn  to  some  saint^  while  rowing;  I  have 
heard  them  sing  that  whid^  we  call  the  Sicilian 
^Mariners'  Uymn^  and  therefore  I  rather  think  it 
iff  a  true  Sicilian  tune^  though  it  has  been  denied. 
Most  of  these  sailors  are  employed  merely  for 
coasts  and  would  be  frightened  at  a  g^e  of 
wind^  though  some  make  voyages  across  to 
Malta :  They  are  an  innocent^  harmless,  hard- 
working people,  &Ad  .never  get  drtink,  make 
difficulties,  nor  ask  for  money ; — ^how  different 
from  the  Irish  or  English.  The  thermometef 
this  day  (at  sea)  siiLty-seven  degrees,  and  very 
hot.  On  the  coast,  between  Augusta  and  Cata- 
nia>  is  a  large  castle  and  tower  of  great  anti- 


«  The  nMid  from  the  Faro  Point  to  SyracoM^  »  diitaiice  of  0110  Ihu* 
dred  milesy  is  ao  close  to  the  sea,  all  along  the  coast,  that  the  view 
9f  the  tenntry,  is  just  as  well  seen,  or  perhaps  better,  from  a  boat. 
The  hMuds are^  in  genjeral,  so  bad,  that, 'from  Taorminum  to  Sjmcnse^ 
a  is  preferable  to  go  by  water.  We  frequently  landed;  indeed  did  so 
whoaever  there  appeared  to  be  any  thing  worth  notice.-  The  same 
ohsfi'mtion  will  apply  to  the  coast-road  from  Melazzo  to  TonninL 
Mi  the  good  towns  of  Sicily  are  built  close  to  the  sea.    B^din|^  nuA 

t)ie  Tanous  articles  which  a  man  most  carry  with  h|iQ  ift  Siciljt  ^^ 

I. 

more  easily  conveyed  by  water,  than  on  mules* 
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^nity :     We  landed  to  see  it^  and  w^nt  to  our 
<rid  quarters  at  the  Lion  d'Oro  at  Catania. 

2Ml — ^When  I  got  ap  this  morning,  I  found 
a  budget  of  English  newspapers  on  my  table,— 
a  most  agreeable  surprise.  Sir  J.  Dalrymple^ 
who  passed  through  this  place  yesterday,  on 
daty,  hearing  I  tras  expected,  politely  left  them 
for  me^  the  packet  having  arrived  at  Messina  a 
few  days  before.  The  thermometer,  in  the  shade^ 
was  seventy-five  degrees  this  day,  and  the  heat 
oppressive.  Intending  to  return  to  Catania  by 
land,  and  visit  some  places  in  the  interior, 
I  dismissed  the  gan-boat:  the  crew,  all  Sici- 
jlians,  were  well  conducted,  quiet,  and  oblig- 
ing. 

We  remained  a  week  in  Catania  this  second 
visit;  and,  as  before,  received  every  attention 
flrom  M.  Patemo :  We  dined  one  day  witli 
him^  and  he  gave  us  a  very  splendid  entertain- 
ment. The  Sieilians,  in  getieral,  dine  at  twil 
o'clock,  which,  being  in  the  greatest  heat  of  the 
iday,  is  very  disagreeable;  but  ice^  and  iced 
water  keep  people  alive. 

In  Faterno's  Palaee  are  some  good  paintingi 
j0n  the  ceilings  and  walls,  in  fresco ;  and  it  is,  in 
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•ome  respects^  magnificently  famished.  I  ha^e 
already  mentioned  the  affability  and  politeness 
of  M.  Paterno :  he  is  an  excellent  man^  and 
has  read  and  reflected  much.  If  we  descend  to 
minor  particulars^  I  could  perceive^  even  here, 
a  great  appearance  of  what  we  call^  in  Ireland, 
castle  rack  renL  Paterno^  like  other  gentle* 
men^  had  a  regiment  of  servants  attending  at 
dinner^  and  yet  was  badly  served. 

One  man  is  educated  inthehabitof  shavinghim- 
self  every  day^  another  three  times  a  wee.k>  and  ano- 
ther only  once ;  such  matters^  therefore,  depend 
on  custom^  and  also  the  use  or  desire  of  articles 
of  domestic  comfort.  I  am  confident  the  Italian 
noblemen  and  genOemen  are  much  more  plun- 
dered by  their  servants^  than  the  fnost  castle 
rack-rent  careless  gentleman  in  Ireland ;  and 
yet^  as  in  Ireland,  the  natives  are  not  the 
better  for  it :  so  true  it  is^  that  low  pilfering, 
a  bad  police,  and  superstitious  observances, 
always  debase  a  people :  perhaps  the  true  cause, 
of  almost  all  the  evils  that  affect  society  here  and 
elsewhere,  might  be  comprised  in  two  words, 
bad  government  Sicilian  shopkeepers  have 
no  bounds  to  their  imposition,  and  always  ask 
double  what  they  will  take;  for  instance^ — 
amber  necklaces  or  trinkets  are  part  of  the  traffic 


uvnc.  911 

«>f  Oflctania;  and tiboQgh  the Bnglidi  imve  rai§ed 
the  price  of  eveiy  thing,  ttiU  the  people  advance 
their  charges;  several  merchants  brought  such  sr^ 
tides  to  me,  and  it  so  happened  that  three  of  the 
best  judges  of  amber  an  Catania  were  present 
mt  the  time :  I  cannot  describe  tiieir  astonish- 
ment  at  hearing  the  prices  asked  for  the  things. 
In  fine,  a  necklace  1  fixed  en  was,  after  minute 
examination,  valued  at  dght  dolkurs,  for  which 
the  rascal,  who  brought  it,  asked  thirty-five : 
I  offered  ten ;  but  so  have  they  been  trained 
by  English  folly,  that  he  turned  up  his  eyes 
and  went  off.  My  judges  of  amber  tell  me  he 
thinks  I  wiU  advance,  but  that  if  he  thought 
otherwise,  the  necklace  would  be  immediately 
sent  for  the  ten  dollars.  This  instance  may 
give  an  idea  of  trade  in  Sicily. 

At  this  time  of  the  year,  just  before  Christ- 
mas, they  have  music,  and  what  I  call  antir 
music,  in  the  street,  before  day-light ;  the  latter 
a  most  terrible  jargon  of  every  diing  most  un* 
harmoaic  that  can  be  conceived,  VRorse  than  the 
O.  P.  concerts  at  Caveat  Garden ;  it  server 
howevw,  as  a  i^veille.  The  natives,  high  and 
low,  rise  at  day-light,  in  this  country,  and 
take  a  siesta,  or  sleep,  in  the  middle  of  the  day; 
in  summer,  stripping  and  going  regularly  ts 
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bed, — a  ctdoih  I  adopted  danng.  ihe  tsoittlia 
of  Septendmr  and  October! 

One  day  Eina^  tmcertam  Etna !  was  dear^ 
and  tike  iveather  fine :  I  was  almost  templed  to 
go  up  again  with  Colonel  Adam/  who  came  here 
for  that  pui^ose ;  but  my  companions  dissuaded 
me.  The  Colonel  set  out  by  himself:  he  get 
guides  at  Nicolosi,  but  could  proceed  no  farther 
than  the  Spelonca  de  Capriole :  His  activity  and 
perseverance  would  have  succeeded^  had  it  been 
practicable ;  but  it  was  too  late  in  the  season. 

There  are  wooden  moveable  bridges^  placed 
in  all  die  great  streets  for  the  convenience  of 
the  people  in  rainy  weather :  the  torrents^  which 
come  from  the  mountains  and  fiimaras  into  the 
streets^  are  so  greats  it  would  be  otherwise  im* 
possible  to  cross.  One  morning  I  walked  out 
before  breakfast  to  see  the  market,  a  Francis- 
can Monk  got  on  one  of  these  bridges;  and 
preached  to  the  people.  I  may  say  I  never 
4ieard,  and  certainly  never  $aw,  a  bd;ter  sermon, 
for  1  could  understand  all.his  gestures^  though  not 
uil  his  language :  These  people  are  really  orators 
fcy  birth^ — such  action — ^such  animation.  This 
Monk  vrould  make  a  figure  in  Pariiament,  or  be 
a  Minister  In  England^  where  we  are  so  fool* 
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nh\f  prone  to  •  estimftte  talent  hj  flfe  fscolty  of 
making  long  speeches^  in  which  the  lungs  sitf 
frequently  the  only  organs  of  the  speaker  which 
merit  ]mii9e.  The  Monk  was  well  worth  Iiear- 
Hi^  dfid  seeing,  i  did  not  know  before^  that 
•hey  ever  preached  like  'mofrtitehcrnks  in  the^ 
street ;  but  so^  it  ib  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
THie  Mendicafit  Orders  send-  out  preachers  to* 
coHeet  <mtir  and  conCribntions  for  Christmas; 
Tlifs  Monk  was  a-  clever  fellow,  bat  looked 
like  an  artfal  hypocrite;  he  had  more  action^ 
Ihan  any  of  our  Kirwans,  or  Senatoi^^  and  as 
great  command  of  words  as  any  lawyer. 

Though  a  good  sleeper  in  general,  I  am  kept 
awake  half  the  night  by  the  attacks  of  bugs, 
fleas>  and  mnsquitos-:  I  have  my  own  bed* 
ding;  but  these  insects  swarm  in  all  the 
wood-works  of  the  room.  The  cookery  m 
the  Sicilian  Inns  is  filthy  and  bad^  the  meat 
being  ekber  stewed  to  rags  or  burned.—^ 
While  at-  an  inn,  by  a  foolish  etiquette,  my 
own  cook  is  useless,  as  he  dare  not  dress- 
any  thing.  In  one  of  my  morning  walks,  I  saw 
tf'feki  even  here,  exposed  in  the  market,  cut 
ixps  c»  at  Augusta,  and  sold  as  readily  as  the 
finest  South  down  wouM  be  in  England :  I 
would  have  bought  the  brash,  bat  the  butcher, 
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teeing  I  was  an  English  officer^  asked  half  m 
dollar  for  it 

.  In  front  of  the  Cathedral  are  some  fine  Mae 
jrranite   columns^    they   belonged    to   the  eld 
churchy   before  the  destmction  of  it^  fay  the 
great  earthquake.    A  small  part  of  the  old  one 
Mood  the  shock  end   now  remains^    and  the 
new  one  was  added  to  it:    There  are  many 
pilasters  in  the  Cathedral  in  plaister^  or  sdoh, 
inimitaUe  imitations  of  marble^  &e.  a  beaatifiiL 
cornice^    several    good   pictures^    and  chap^ 
fitted  up  with  marble.     In    the  sacristy  is  a 
Tery  curious  old  picture  of  the  old  town^  and 
a  most  exact  representation   of  the  emptiMi 
of  1669,  which  scaled  the  walls.     This  pie* 
tare  was  in  the  part  of  the  Cathedral  which 
'escaped   the   latter   earthquake^    and  so  waa 
preserved.     Almost  all  Catania  was  destroyed 
at  that  time.     The  marble-work  in  and  about 
it  is  very  fine;   and  the  wood-work  and  car- 
ving o(  the  choir,  the   best  I  have^  seen  i» 
Sicily. 

The  square  in. front,  and  the  three -odier; 
fine  streets  leading  from  it^  with  the  trium^ 
phal  arched  gate^  have  a  grand  effe^ct :  these 
streets   are   finely    paved.     I  coukl  not  fetr 
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a  plan  or  description  of  this  or  any  Sicifiaa 
town. 

■ 

Prince  Manganelli  generally  attended  us  be- 
fore eleven  with  his  carriage.  We  went  agAin 
to  the  great  College  and  to  its  fine  library^ 
which  is  open  to  any  one  every  day^  and  from 
Ais  to  the  CoBege  of  Nobles^  a  magnificent 
Iniilding:  in  fect»  a  sort  of  Eton  or  West«^ 
minster ;  but  adudirably  attended^  and  regafated 
in  a  naUiier  £ur  S]i|»erior  to  ours.  The  boys  are 
in  three  divisions,  —  the  firsts  are  about  nine 
years  old  ;  the  second^  about  twelve ;  the  third, 
about  fifteen :  •  they  itave  their  different  apart^ 
nmts  and  scbooii,  bat  all  dine  together ;  they 
have  each  a  sepfuate  ,bed,  in  fine  dormitories ; — 
here  indeed  tiie  contrast  is  in  favour  of  SicUy : 
they  are  welt  taught,  and  brought  up  in  a 
cooiforfable  way,  aiid  yet  without  effeminacy. 
It  is  the  best  estaUishment  I  have  yet  seen  in 
the  country. 

'  But  here  again  poverty  comes  in;   for  the 

Nobles  are  so  taxed  and  plundered   by  their 

government,  that  few  can  afford  to  send  their 

ehildrea,     though    the   expence    is   moderate. 

The     estaUishment     is     for     two     hundred^ 

and  there  are  not  forty  boys  in  the  College. 

All  its  schools   are  well   attended   by  masters 
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'of  all  florte ;  and  I.  think  it  fiur  superiof  to  BUri^ 
Harrow^  or  Westminster,  where  they  only  tMbcb 
Latin  and  Greek, 

27tfa. — ^We  drove  agoht  TDtand  by  tke  povC, 
and  I  walked  to  the  end  of  thoMide.  Here* 
|MN)r  hay  lay  lifeless,  a  villttiB  hiAvia^  brefeen  iim 
bfiad  with  a  piecd  of  Iava«  Ij'fae.  people  laugbeA 
and  seemed. unconeerned;  but  we  got  ti»e  poor 
tmitiire  taken  .to  aauii^eon.  .Tfaeste  is,  ia  te^ 
BO-proper  police fan?v; ;  and  wbai  kcalied  jsBtieB 
.it  Yenal  alLowr  Sidly*  -> 

My.  kndlord  Afaati's:  soil  (one  of  the  Etni^ 
ipiide^  as.  far  aa  the  Woody,  fteyioft)  fell  Uom 
bis  horse,  a  Jew  days  ag«^  ^oppapite  the  £cote« 
tiastical  College:  sone  of  the  young  stadenta 
ku^ed  at  him,  on  which,  without  farther  ceve^ 
laony,  he  casiehome^  loaded  his  gnn  with  sk^ 
and  retumed.op|)06ite  tiie  gallery  where  the  lada 
.  look  out,  and  immediately,  and  in.  open  day, 
fired  at  them  and  wounded  three,  then  very 
fuietly  C9me  back,  he  ask^d  jm  to  givd  Unt 
protection  in  tbe  English  gun-boat,  because  be 
had  been  molto  mal  trato.  This  I  poiitivdy. 
refused,  and  told  him  he  should  have  no  pro-* 
tection  from  the  English  flag ;  that,  in  sueh  a 
case  in  England,  he  would  certainly  have  been 
hanged.  .    . 
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-  As  diis.  ATM  an  attack  upon  tiie  Church  the 
Bi^ap  was.  fiunoas ;  so  there  was  no  protectum 
ht  thai,  quarter.  He  has  beea  tal^en  up^  and 
]Mit  jb  ^isoii ; .  but  those  matters  are  regulated 
by  nionay ;  if  htpaj^,  it  wiiihe  all  settled  soon^ 
etfaefwke  he  aiay  remain  ia  priste  for  two 
^ears^  and  tb^n  shoot  the  next  person  that 
oflttids  hiaiL  .     . 

r  ■ 

....  -  " 

.  '  Fmnif  the  PjOtt  LdMra  w^ot  the^couiitry  to« 
Ciissijiob'  l^longjbg^.rto  Abat^.Patemo^  a  bea«> 
tifiiVidUBL^  and  'cdnHMUid&ig^  a  most  laxnriant 
view  of  Catania^  the  sea^  the  country,  the  dd 
aqueduct^  and  that  grand  object,  Etna.  The 
bo^jiye  ^a^  thi^  ff^^^  were  all  created  by  him 
\^  tA^b|«t  temy^rs^.  and  founded  on  abqdof 
lava.  Considering  its  perfection^  and  the 
Abs^e's  meawf^  it  is  far  before  the  viJia  of 
Pi^iyce.  Biscaris.  It  reminded  me  of  a  Cajssino 
our  Consul  ba|d  nc;ar  Barcelona.  His  garden 
laumt  be  delightful  when  the  ^raage  trees  an^ 
yok  laijloom :  he  has  also^  as  customary  here^  a 
fine  t^nrace^  likewise  some  good  busts  of  great 
jpfiVk,  and  little  jeU  d'eau.  In  shorty  it  is  a  very 
pexfeict  little  Bijou. 

Oa  our  return  to  Catanii^  we  went  to  pay 
a,  visit  to  the  R^upejos.  They  gave  me  an 
impression  from  a  famous    Cameo  of   Liucius 
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Verres;  and^  ^^^^  taking  leaye  of  these  lirO' 
thers^   1  may  say  the  amiable  nepheivs  of  tha 
late  philosopher,  Canontco  Recupero^  we  went 
(I  believe  the  tenth  time)  to  the  Benedictines* 
Paterno  thinks  I  am  inclined  to  tarn  Benedic-* 
tine:      But    this  was  a  visit  to  Padre  Veto, 
to  whom  I  had  a  letter  from  F.  IVench^  and 
who  had  just  returned  from  Augusta  ;  and  aba 
to  see  our  good  brother  Joachim  from  Nicolon 
Convent,  whom  I  presented  with  some  mm  to 
comfort  him  in  the  long  winter  nights  in  hM 
dreary  residence  on  the  mountain.    Padre  Veto 
was  out. 

The  tops  of  the  houses  are  mostly  covered 
with  tilesj  the  terraces  with  a  hard  mortar  or 
cement  of  puzzolan:  the  common  mortar  is 
excellent;  and^  as  there  is  not  any  frosty  they 
are  free  from  the  roguery  of  plumbers :  I  al* 
most  doubt  if  there  is  such  a  trade  in  Sicily. 
The  roofs  are  all  staunch^  as  to  keeping  out  wet; 
but  thick  as  the  walls  are^  there  being  no  firer, 
and  as  the  windows  are  seldom  opened  after  the 
Summer  months^  it  frequently  happens  that^  m 
the  Winter^  damp  makes  its  way  through  them* 
I  have  seen  great  damage  done  by  it  to  waUs, 
books^  pictures^  prints^  and  furniture;  and^  in 
Summer^  all  is  open^  and  then  large  moths  com* 
mit  devastation. 
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I  generally  walk  out  an  homt  Mate 
and  look  into  tlie  dinrchfit:  after  bieakfittt^ 
FaAerno  attends  wi,  and  we  have  either  his  or 
Prince  Manganelli's  carriage.  St.  Agatha, 
nemr  the  Cathedral^  is.  the  prettiest  model  of  a 
Church  I  have  seen ;  it  is  really  heantifal ;  in  ail 
lioints  perfect^  and  has  a  ioie  dome :  there  is  m 
CkmTent  of  women  attached.  The  half,  of  CSa- 
tunia  consists .  of  convents  for  men  or  women : 
What  feHyl  However,  their  Teig;n  is  ahnost 
aiRer. 

#  •  ♦ 

.  I  paid  a  seoond  vbit  to  see  Prince  Biscarisls 
MusMim,  and  was .  much  gratified^  particnlaxly 
Wilh  the  fine  Tmso. 

t  The  Mttsenm^  formed  by.  M.  Geean,  is  aba 
well  worth  notice :  the  rooms  are  handsomely 
fitted  out.  Every  thing,  in  this  Museum^  is  the 
prodnetion  of  Sicily,  oi  which  there  is  a  gr^at 
verify:  shells,  minerals,  sulphnrs,  andyarions 
aalyeets  oi  natural  history,  inclndtn^ihe  volcanic 
productions  of  Etna :  he  has  collected  and  dried 
above  two  hundred  different  species  of  fish, 
found  on  the  coasts  of  Sicily.  The  minerals  are 
very  complete ;  among  them  are  specimens  of 
silver,  lead,  copper,  iron,  zinc,  and  antimony : 
there  are  also  specimens  of  soft  stones  and  hard 
marbles, .  agates,  jaspers,  and  various  ;crystals; 
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dbbvL  twenty^eigfat  differgot  lans   firom  EtiM» 
of  sirigdar  heiiity  and  faantfteM^-^-^ome  rasemb* 
Ing.porphry :  Hiere  are  Biso  baialts  found  mu* 
tiK  Cyclop  blands^  net  fer  from  Catania^  ancl 
frssila.  of  dMferent   sorts.       He    lia»  a  smalft 
landsome   ttbrary^    vrith    a  weH  chosen    coU 
kodon  of  booiBe:    tbere  is  alw  a  very  pret^ 
beudoir.    This  Museam  is  better  afranged  tiama 
that  at  the  ficnedictine  CenTent.    Mv  Geeani 
MfBM  frein.heaie ;   bat  two  of  his^  relations  {*who 
have  the  care  of  it  in  his  absence)  shewed  it  to» 
us :      We  did  not,  however,  see  the  Museum 
withtnt.  undergoing  penance ; '  fl>r  ene  ef  t|iem 
stank  to  thi^  degree,  and  had  saehia  oadaveroos 
breath,   that  it  excited  my  GOMpassion  ibr  hie 
misfortune ;    and,  at  the  same  time,  made  me 
j^ad  to  escapie,   for  he  actually  infected    the 
air. 

The  Church,  formerly  bdonging  to  the  Jesuits^ 
is  a  very  fine  one.  At  the  Convent  of  St.  Juliano  i» 
a  beautiful  octagon  church :  the  minor  altars  ai^ 
rich  and  magnificent,  but  the  workmattship  and. 
exquisite  marUe  of  the  great  one  is  fine  beyon4« 
description :  St  Agatha  •  is  likewise  a  fine 
Church :  St.  Benedict,  nearly  opposite,  has  a 
great  altar  curioasly  wrought,  and  of  immense 
miuE :  the  marbles  and  workmanship  are  extra- 
ordinary;   the  ceiling  well  peiated  in  fresco. 
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al»fl  riso  Mne  good  pictures.  The  MinoKli  ii^ 
Maewiaa,  m  knndwiiie  Church :  and  them  m  m 
nauil  mmd  Ckirch^  Tery  ancient ;  bat  m  smdi 
and  niiserable  on  the  ovtnde,  (not  unlike  a  iaiga 
i,)  that  I  did  not  go  into  it 


The  excayations  about  the  ancient  Theatre, 
Jaj  4¥hich  so  much  of  it  has  been  discovered, 
"wen  made  by  the  late  Prince  Biscaris*  at  bii 
own  expence.     Bj  what  remains  of  it^  and  tte 
fnagments  of  the  columns  and  pieces  of  maiUa 
fcund,  it  must  hare  been  a  work  of  the  greatest 
inagaificence^  and  proves  that  Ae  ancient  inha- 
bitants of  Catania  were  opulent  and  numennoL 
The  vaulted  parts  are  constructed  with  veiy 
large'  bricks^  bat  the  walk  are  entirely  built  of 
lava.    What  antiquity  has  this  ]ava^*-of  which  a 
Theatre  has  been  built^  long  before  the  time  of 
Akibiadea! 

At  last  Igot  a  sight  of  Padre  Veto^  at  the 
BenedicGne  Convent ;   but^    to  my  great  sur* 


*  The  late  PriBce  Biscaris  also  built  a  fine  aquedact  on  Sit  astai^ 
not  far  from  Catania,  across  the  valley  through  which  the  Symethet 
rntts :  U  eaiMf tied  of  tfiirty-one  arches ;  the  eentre  one  was  wglifef 
feet  wide.  This  useful  work  was  Uow»  d^wn,  tad  ^nlMrtly  destroy td 
^y  a  tremendous  storm  in  1780* 
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prite»  initead  of  a  venerable  dd  man^  wbidi 
I  expected  to  find :  Veto  is,  for  fi^re  and 
age^  fit  to  be  a  Captain  of  Grenadien^  and 
I  have  no  doubt  it  wonld  suit  bim  better  tban 
being  a  Monk :  he  lived  mnch  with  the  gnards, 
and  really  had  quite  the  ton  of  Bond-Street 

Thera  are  some  ruins  of  a  very  ancient  Am* 
plritheatrej  the  existence  of  which  was  tome 
years  ago  doubted^  arid  the  discovery  of  its 
remains  was  due  to  the  zeal  and  liberally  of 
Prince  Biscaris.  They  are  building  a  nevr 
Theatre  for  operas  and  plays;  but  I  should 
think  on  too  great  a  scale  for  Catania. 

The  nobility  and  gentry^  with  fine  palaces, 
I  believe,  do  not  enjoy  much  festivity  or  society : 
their  chief  amusement  is  at  the  CaflK  des 
Nobles,  where  they  spend  all  their  mornings; 
1  looked  in  there, — ^a  large  room, — no  news* 
papers,  but  biUiiurds,  dice,  and  cards:  they 
appeared  to  be  all  gambling,  and  rather  noisy 
in  their  disputes. 

One  morning  I  rode  to  Tre  Castagne,  a  town 
on  the  mountain,  ten  miles  from  Catania,  and 
in  a  delightful  situation.  It  is  surrounded  by 
extinguished  volcanos. 
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From  Ihe  Capuchin  Convent^  toi  which  there 
very  high  steps^  there  in  a  magnificent  and 
cztensiTe  view,  taking  in  ail  this  side  of  Etna» 
Catania,  and  its  fertile  plains.  I  ohserved  great 
numbers  of  black  pigs  here.  There  is  also 
some  wood,  chesnnt,  and  oak  about  this  part ; 
and  droves  of  these  swine  feed  on  the  chesnutg 
and  acorns,  as  on  the  other  side  of  Etna. 


There  are  three  good  libraries  at 
one  at  the  University*  one  public,  and  one  at 
the  Bishop's. 

The  ceremony  of  a  lady  taking  the  Black  and 
final  Veil,  is  worth  seeing :  she  is  put  into  a 
coffin,  eroblemlitic  of  quitting  the  worid;  and 
her  vows  cannot  then  be  recalled.  This  cere^ 
Biotty  took  place  here  lately. 

That  of  making  a  Saint  is  also  worth  attend^ 
ing,  when  it  occurs.  It  is  a  sort  of  suit,  regu- 
larly tried  in  court.  *  The  friends  of  the  person, 
to  be  made  a  Saint,  have  their  bar  of  lawyers; 
The  Devil  is  represented,  and  he  has  his  Lawyer, 
who  shews  cause,  why  the  person  should  not  be 
made  a  Saint.  For  here,  though  justice  is  de« 
nied  the  poor  peasant,  it  is  quite  different  with 
the  Devil ;  he  is  better  treated,  and  his  Infernal 


IMPOSITION. 

Majesty  knnst  be  heard^  and  bave  ^mple  jvatiee. 
I  ymM  not  fottanate  enoagfa  to  hear  such  a  cause; 
bat  what  I  state  is  positively  trae^  and  everf 
Reference  is  paid  to  the  Devil  and  his  Lawyers 
on  this  occasion.  The  Deyil  always  opposes 
the  person  to  be  made  a  Saint. 

The  Aiy  before  1  set  ont  from  Catania^  having 
suffered  from  the  heat  and  exercise ;  in  defiance 
of  their  customs^  I  ordered  Pascall  to  make  me 
smne  broths  and  boil  a  piece  of  beef  simply  in 
the  English  mode ;  but  it  was  not  down  balf  att 
hour  before  the  meat  was  taken  out ; — of  course, 
by  tUat  ingenious  pek*son  called  Nobo(^.  Whe* 
ther  this  happened  to  ptmish  me  for  the  breach 
of  etiquette  in  employing  my  own  cook^  or  from 
die  pilfering  habits  of  a  Sicilian  Inn^  i  cannot 
say ;  but  I  was  obliged  to  buy  a  fresh  piece  of 
beef^  and  charged  Pascall  not  to  quit  it  till 
dressed. ' 

29th. — To  make  a  bargain  beforehand^  is  ab«- 
sdutely  necessary  in  Sicily ;  the  attempts  at 
imposition  are  gross  and  absurd  beyond  belief : 
The  people  must  have  a  thorough  contempt  for 
Jcbn  BttU'k  head^  in  money  concerns :  they  think 
he  will  pay  whatever  they  ask.  By  driving  a  hard 
bai^n^  and  withPaterno's  atMtance^  I  faired  eight 
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liM4e>irt¥l»Ktig»*  l^r  ^mctff  kalf  wbnt  they  dk^ 
9»^n4ls4L  The  tberiMro^Uir  thli  jigr  19  ieventy 
40pr9e0.  I  Mt  ott  aeon  ftftec  <«sbt:  Praol 
patenJA  to  Aisi  Reale  i«  called!  'tvMlv^  toikt^ 
liiit  i»  not  more  tbin  ten;  it  k,  paikmps,  the 
ivont  ipoad  in  the  worlds  being  over  rocks  Mid 
^^SP  piecea  of  Iwa ; — we  peiibiMed  the  joifw 
oey  in  tbsee  honn  :  about  ktlt  way  ia  a.  hill  at 
a^p:a»  the  Cork-Screw^  neioilMietsin^:  U  baa 
a  Convent  on^tiie  top,  and  a  iMlrace  cemgiftn^f 
ing  a  very  fine  prospect.  All  this  line  of  coun- 
try is  thicUy  inhabited ;  and  U  scattered  otet 
with  vffla^i  houses^  and  churchea  innmneya^ 
\Ae.  The  people^  like  the  Cah^br iai^^  ar^  vevy 
jmdtwtrioiis ;  yet  are  poor  aad- miserable :  TbI 
f^venunenl^  the  ]an<Uord»  aod  the  ChorKdi  tdce 
all  from  them.  The  Prichly  Penr  is  much'  plan^ 
t^d  tbrqogh  the  regipna  of  rop^  htva,  whjith 
YP^  passed.  Though  this  is  a  briUi^At  day^  yet 
Etna  is  covered  with  thick  cloitda  froin  his  suqb 
yiit  almost  to  his  base.     Aci  |leale  is  a  verjE 


'  *  A  Iitig»  »  n  oM  earriag«^  likethebody  of  m  iMfl-ft-rig;  ithoid^ 
ivopcf^Q^  ana  h  osrnpd  ^nnilctvith.pdipy  m  mMiauQbt^Uf 
•■d.ii  used  i«  moantaiiiQUf  counMa  A»d  bad  roadfl;  wb^e  whmU 
^arria^es  cannot  go.  Tbe  motioD,  «t  lOnt,  it  yery  disagreeable;  but, 
«Ster  bang  a  JialacoevitiMMd^to  it,  is  coailbiiidilocfMngb.  U  tttfuN^ 
1^  mu  aod  b(;^  ta  dri|«  t]^  fbra  pd  tbe  hind  .im1o» 
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hrgt  {own.  Tliere  are  three  new'ehirin!^ 
buildings  one  has  a  beautiful  front  wit6  mt 
Ionic  coIamM. — ^Tke  Gatliednd  is^  poor  on  tiie 
ootAtde ;  bat  has  a  well  painted  ceilings  anci 
some  good  piotureflP.  St.  Bartbolomew  and  St. 
Paal  are  also  good  Charcbes :  a  Cony ent  of  Nans 
f^nds  near  the  latttt ;  it  ha^  a  beautiful  Chareb^ 
^th  an  altar  of  the  richest  marble  and  wofk* 
tnanship.  In*  abort/  in  Sicily^  the  Church  k  « 
hydro,  whicfaptntoars  aU  befoA  it 


;  The  front  ctf  the  Sena(e-Hou$e  is 
80fne.-^In  fkct,  to  far  as  the  stone-cutter^  o!^ 
VasoA  is  i^iicenied^  alt  buildingsr.  are'  good 
in  Sicily.  We  were  told^  eten  by  the  Abb6 
Ferara^  that  the  road  from  Catania  to  Jace  and 
C^iarri^  was  very  good  through  a  flat  country^ 
but  this;,  like  most  of  our  Sicilian  informal 
f ioHy  turned  out  to  be  exactly  the  reverse  iit 
every  particular :  the  road  is  all  mountainousi 
tfnd>  if  po^ible^  worse  than  any  we  have  as  yef 
encountered. 

We  alighted  at  an  indifferent  inn;  bat^ 
as  in  these  country  towns>  they  merely  give 
you  lodgings  and  cooking  utensils^  PascaBy 
of  course^  had  liberty  to  act^  and  providedt 
«ttd  dressed  dinner^  It  is^  however^  better  to 
£Q  to  a  Convent^     than    to   any    of    these 


%retehtfd  iiim.  The  Dommi^iaiis  aiid  Cliptt^ 
<:hins .  generally  give  tolerable  accommodfr* 
tion :  Andj  in  eveary  town^  there  is  a  pubKc 
ertkMisfanient^  called  the  Fundaco/  or^  in  oth^r 
^ofds^  a  very  large  staUe^  into  \irhich^  travdlers 
may  put  their  horses  and  nrales  ^wittont  payment^ 

l^rofidiiig  their  ami  forage.  ;  .-. . 

»   f 

Act  stands  on  high  gronnd  over  the  sea>' 
&nd  is  built  on  an  immense  bed  of  lava,  on 
the  base  of  Etna.  The  gpreatest  curiosity 
hett,  is  the  flight  of  steps  cut  out  of  the  solid' 
lava^  by  which  there  is  a  communication  with 
the  sea^  and  down  to  the  Caricatore.^  It  id 
plain  from  iMSj  that  the  eminence  of  lava  oA 
which  Aci  is  built^  has  not  been  the  effect  of  a 
Isingle  eruption^  as  seven  distinct  strata  of  lava^ 
each  having  a  stratum  of  earth  over  it^  can  be 
distinguished  in  these  stairs.     This/  parh&pd^ 


'^  Caricatore  is  a  port  atlowed  to  export  com ;  and  where  that  if  the 
4as«,  there  kre  imiiiaiMi  magazines  for  storing  wbeat^  generally  ik 
tzcavationsy  from  whioh  air  is  esclided;  By  the  d^lorahle  qrstcm 
olT  their  Com  Laws,  grain  is  cellected  in  this  manner,  with  good  and 
had  mixed;  The  owners  most  gire  one-third  to  the  government  at  anj^ 
t^rice^  or  maximum,  they  chuse  to  fix;  after  which,  hy  pajring  high  fcesi, 
they  may  take  ont  theirproportioo  of  this  mixed  grainy  and  even  thea 
iheet  every  difllculty,  i^  they  want  to  export  it. —  What  would  our 
Board  of  AgrionlUire,  dr  Farming  Society,  think  of  this  system  ^ 

<l2 
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k  di*  Btrotigpest  pnoof  existiirg  ef  tke   gMsl 
wUqoity  o£  the  eniptioM  ^f  IStim.    Bry4Qit9 
bas  be«  much  censured^  and  Tfiry  jwtly^  fov 
txpofing  the  hfe  Canonico  Becnparo  to  tbo 
vengeanee  of  the  Cbiurcb>  tuid  of  Ihes^  who 
Ihii^  it  imperative  on  ua  to  belieTe  all  tradition 
without  enquiry :  in  his  Tour  of  £Kcily>  be  pub^ 
lished  his   conversations    with    the  Canonico^ 
llafing;  that  be'i^uees  the  eYi4ei|ee  of  |«taa'8 
antiquity,  afi  an  argument|  to  j^Qve  the  ia^^^ 
rectness  of  the  date  of  the  Mosaic  accoaat  of 
the  creatif^i  j  foar^   if  it  nsqu^r^  two  thonsancl 
yeiM^  (aa  he  assumes)  to  form  a  soil  over  the 
lava^  reaapning  from  analogy;,  the  lowest  of  tiiq 
sevei^  strata  at  Aci  mvst  l^ye  Qowed  fifteen  tlioa- 
sand  years  ago* 

^^qne  say0A  that  Recupeoro  complliiied  Ui 
liimj  how  exceedingly  he  yns  «mli9n«E»ed  by 
these  discoveries,  in  writing  the  history  of  the 
mountain ;  for  he  could  not,  consistently  with  truth, 
make  the  mountain  so  young,  as  Moses  makes 
the  world :  In  consequence  of  whiqh  popr 
Recupero  was  warned  by  the  Bidiop  to  take 
eare  how  he  published  any  thing  contradictory 
to  Moses. 

It  would  have  been  much  better,  however, 
to  have  ntet  tbo  Canonico  wijth  th»  wao  wea« 
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pons  he  {pretended  to  uw^ — iiamdy>  reMon  u4 
ar^uaenl^  di  I  think  H  may  be  prowed  that  it 
repaired  no  avch  hip«e  of  time  to  foim  these 
flKflEeieat  ftcata:  bat  akall  leare  the  comctniisa 
of  the  Mosaic  accoant  to  the  theoto^iana.  > 


The  late  Princ^  Biscaris,  a  scholar^  fihSii 
flher,  ixid  good  naturaliity  seems  of  q[>iiiion^ 
in  what  he  has  written  on  this  snigect,  that  we 
ilionld  be  lost  in  tho  darkness  of  incalcidable 
ages^.  if  we  weite  td  eiaanik^  the  tinfe.  necessarjt 
to  form  the  undermost  stratum  of  earth  at  Aci ; 
and  many  other  able  men  Have  be^  of  th^  sspie 
opiaiod.*. 

The  seven  courses  of  kva  certakily  prove 
«o.  many  difierent  eruptions;  and  tiie  gjrea^ 
singularity  is^  that  the  lava  should  have  taken 
precisely  the  same  course  in  each.  Suppose  i( 
l^qaired  even  five  hundred  years  to  form  five 
ot  six  inches  of  soil  over  a  stratum  of  ,lava> 
|.hi$  amounts  only  to  three  thousand  five  hundred 
years^  which  is  much  within  the  Mosaic  account  | 


*  It  docs  iiot  appear  that  Swinburne  or  Brydone  saw  this  ftairpca«e: 
l^e  former  makes  no  mention  of  it;  nor  the  latter,  except  as  hearing 
^f  it  from  Reeopero.  Etery  body,  howerer^  #ill  tgree^^  timi  it  wm 
$ftS  wroiig  in  kite  t»  p^tbtisli  ttu^e  coBTOisatioop* 
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moteovety  the  ashes  frequently  thrown  to  a  great 
distance  over  the  strata  of  lava^  on  all  sides  dP  (he 
mountain:  natural  decomposition  and  Tarious 
lOther  causes^  mighty  *and^  we  J^now^  frequently 
do  form  a  stratum  of  earth  in  even  a  less 
period :  but^  supposing  each  stratum  to  require 
one  thousand  yews ;  even  by  this  allowance 
we  have  only  seven  thousand  years^  which  \s 
about  the  extent  of  the  Mosaic  calculation, 
allowing  the  world  to  have  been  four  thousand 
five  hundred  year^  old  at  the  birth  of  Christ. 

I  must  also  observe^  that  every  book  of  trc^ 
vels  I  have  read>  including  that  of  Prince  de 
Biscaris^  most  unaccountably  state,  (as  a  reason 
why  particles  of  earth,  ashes,  &c.  could  not 
be  brought,  by  the  course  of  nature,  to  covei^ 
these  strata,  except  in  an  immense  space  of 
time:) — '*  That  there  is  no  ground  in  the 
'^  neighbourhood  higher  than  that  on  wiiich 
^'  Aci  stands ;"  althou^  Etna  stares  them  in 
the  ftice,  and  his  gigantic  height  over  Aci  is 
nearly  as  great  as  over  Catania. 

From  Aci  there  is  a  graduid  ascept  to  the  top 
of  Etna. 

When  we  consider  that  the  hardest  lava  19 
pulverised,  and  becomes  fit  for  vegetation  in  the 


coarse  of  time;  that  the  ash^  of  Etna/  which 
ibrms  the  strongest  kind  of  soils^  are  blown  affl 
over  thb  part  of  the  island ;  added  to  which  the 
particles  of  earth  might  be  brought  down  by  the 
.rains  and  winds  from  the  lower  and  middle 
xeg^ons  of  Etna,  we  need  not  reqniipe  stronger 
refutation  of  the  assertion^  that  this  succession 
of  strata  destroys  the  credibility  of  the  Mosaic 
account  of  the  creation.*  For  though  Aci  does 
stand  on  high  ground  above  the  sea,  the  wbolfe 
of  Etna  stands  above  it :  therefore^  what  has 
been  stated  by  Recupero^  and  others,  as  a  deci*- 
ftive  proof  against  the  Mosaic  account,  amounts 
only  to  the  proof  of  an  antiquity,   according 


^  On  my  /eturn  home,  I  mentioned  alt  theie  circuntanoes  to  the 
late  ingeniooi  and  worthy  Vr,  Kirwan,  whom  I  had  the  bonomr  aott 
pleasure  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  for  many  years:  he  perfect]^ 
agreed  in  the  opinioDS  that  I  presome  to  offisr  in  refiitation  of  those 
abovenoMntioned;  and  thongfa,  at  that  time,  I  had  no  idea  of  publish- 
ing any  thing  on  tlie  tnfegeot^  he  was  so  good  as  to  promise  to  note  §^ 
me  some  reasons  and  arguments  of  his  own,  in  support  of  this  opiniov^ 
in  which  he  fully  acquiesced,  as  to  the  time  necessary  to  compose  n 
stratum  of  earth ;  but  which,  a  serere  illnessi  and  the  consequent  death 
.  of  ^t  very  learned  and  Ttloahle  mn,  preirented :  Hfi  •Isn  diraeted 
my  attention  to  what  the  Bishop  of  TJ^nilair  has  written  on  the  subject^ 
in  his  iqpolegy  for  the  Bibl^  in  aanrer  to  T.  Paine.  I  bought  the  boot. 
But  the  Bishop^  besides  his  own  reasoning,  fbmisbes  positi?e  prooft, 
.(page  156)  which  totally  tyverset  the  reasoning  of  Reonp^o^  ;That 
the  reader  may  ref^r  to  them  at  onoe,  I  shall  give  them  in  the  App 
dia» 

«4 
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4nih  that  acctniiit.  A  Mettec  argvmeft t  agftiiwC 
Iflie  truth  of  it^  might  be  drawn  fram  the  Egyp«* 
iian,  Chinese^  and  ladian  antiquities ;  and  firon 
ihe  shells  and  marine  strata^  found  in  great 
^depths  in  the  ground  Tcry  remote  from  the  sei^ 
and  from  the  remains  of  marine  aaimal9  c^eriag 
ihe  highest  snmssits  of  the  Pyrenees* 

•  -  .  * 

Whitehurst^  in  his  ingenious  work  on  the 
^rmatioa  of  the  earthy  says^  ^*  Hie  attempts  te 
investigate  the  age  of  the  world  from  natural 
phenomena^  discovered  by  sinking  a  well  ift 
Italy^  are  truly  ingenious^  but  snl:^ct  to  nmck 
fidtacy/'  He  also  evidently  (page  39)  believes 
in  the  Mosaic  account ;  the  truth  of  which  he  thinks 
can  be  deduced  from  the  laws  and  operations  of 
nature ;  in  these  opinions  I  know  Mr.  Kirwan 
coincided. — (See  his  Geological  Essays.)  It  is^ 
therefore^  feir  to  state^  that  \f,  from  Geological 
enquiry,  some  are  disposed  to  give  the  world  a 
far  greater  antiquity  than  Moses  does^  still  very 
able  and  ingenious  men^  as  Kirwan  and  White- 
hurst,  are,  from  the  same  enquiry,  confirmed 
in  the  opinion  of  its  truth.  I  feel  1  am  felling 
into  the  same  error,  for  which  1  blame  Biy- 
done. 

The  Castle  of  Aci  is  built  on  a  promontory 
of  black  lava^  and  is  a  very  picturesque  f)\f 
ject. 


AUTIQUITt  9f  STRATA. 
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dOth. — ^Wc  set  out  very  early^  and  went  over 
a  most  execrable  road  to  Giarri ;  the  morning 
was  remarkably  fine^  and  not  too^warm:  we 
arrived  at  9  o'clock;  the  distance  is  abont 
nine  miles.  It  is  a  large  ngly  town^  and  fuU 
of  chnrches:  they  are  also ,  building  an  im* 
mense  one^  with  a  handsome  dome ;  it  is  nearly 
finished. 


r  . 


«M 


CHAP.  VllI 


Lingua  Grossa — Current  of  Lava  from  the 
Eruption  of  1809 — Mimerous  Volcanic  Cra- 
ters— ViUa  Franca — Taorminum — Ancient 
Theatre  and  Reservoirs — Palma — Scaletta — 
Return  to  Messina. 

We  left  Giarrt  soon  after  10  o'clock,  and  ar» 
rived  at  the  famous  chesnut  tree  exactly  at  noon : 
I  knew  it  at  once  from  the  prints  of  it.  I  doubt 
if  it  ever  v^ere  a  single  tree ;  it  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  ten  great  trees  in  decay.  The 
ride  ivas  through  the  most^  romantic  and 
beautiful  country  that  can  be  imagined;  but 
over  precipices,  rocks,  and  loose  masses  of  lava. 
<^The  Major  and  horse  rolled  over,  but  he 
escaped  without  material  injury.  We  fed  the 
horses,  and  staid  nearly  an  hour  at  the  Centa 
Cavalli  tree ;  but  which,  by  the  way,  when  ia 
its  prime,  could  not  have  sheltered  one  hundred 
foot-men,  much  less  cavalry.  As  to  the  mere 
tree,  it  is  not  now  worth  going  five  miles  to  see  ; 
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l>at  Uie  country  and  ride  to  it  will  repay  any 
fatigue:  There  are  other  Tery*Iarge  chesnut 
trees  near. — From  hence  we  rode  over  moun* 
tains^  mountain-paths^  rocks,  and  fumani8>  which, 
even  in  the  wildest  districts  of  Ireland  or  Scot^ 
land^  would  be  deemed  impassable.  We  had« 
all  along,  a  fine  bird's  eye  view  of  the  country 
to  the  sea,  which  is  *this  day  perfectly  calm* 
It  took  us  four  hours  to  go  from  the  Cento 
Cavalli  to  Lingua  Grossa,  The  horses  and 
miiles  are  excellent,  but  half  starved  by  their 
wretched  masters ;  and,  bad  as  this  path-road  is, 
I  am  certain  the  poor  animals,  if  fed,  would  do 
it  in  three  hours, 

ft 

We  had  a  fine  view  of  the  Theatre  at  Taor^ 
minum,  over  the  hills.  The  sun  now  shone 
strongly  on  it ;  and,  with  my  glass,  1  could  see  it 
p.erfectly,  thoagh  so  distant. 

The  population  of  Sicily  is,  on  this  side, 
very  great,  Even  the  few  barren  parts ; — 
in  short,  every  place  I  have  been  in,  as  yet» 
appears  alive  with  miserable  bein^,  poverty^ 
struck;  cottages  (poor  ones)  are  numeroys: 
At  the  Cento  Cavalli  tree,  (far  in  the  wilds 
pf  Etna,)  iq  five  minptes,  we  had  three  women, 
two  men,  and  nearly  thirty  children,  from  three 
to  ten  years  old,  round  us ;  the  children  were 
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nearly  naked^   and   their   dirt  exceeds  belief  i 
they  came  to  ask  chaiity.^ 

We  passed  by  several  extinguished  Tolcanoes 
of  great  age^  and  through  lava  and  ashes :  one 
appeared  so  modem  that  I  went  up^  and  then 
descended  into  its  crater ;  but  far  from  being*  of 
late  date :    I  found  in  the  crater  the  decayed 


'  *  I  musty  however,  repent,  and  I  do  bo  with  regrett  tiiat  I  have  never 
ieen  more  homan  misery  than  is  Ireland ;  nor  u  there,  in  any  part  of 
Europe,  h^gar*,  covered  with  more  filthy  rags  and  tattered  clothing, 
than  can  he  teen  in  Dublin.  In  Ireland,  we  may  account  for  th^ 
in  some  degree,«*«by  the  whiskey  shop,  and  from  the  common  peo- 
pie  nei  training  their  children  to  early  habits  of  industry ;  and 
from  the  number  of  marriages  between  young  persons,  who  have  no 
means  of  |>lroviding  fbr  a  Ikmtly.  Poverty  in  l^cily,  mnst  arise  from 
bud  govemmeat,  and  the  alV^devooring  Church;  for  the  lower  orders 
never  get  drank ;  nor  b  the  marriage  of  paupers  common. 

Bad  government  seems  alwayn  to  have  been  the  frtte  of  the  poor 
^ciUanSk  Cicero  proves  this:-—*'  When  any  vessel  arrived  fionk. 
Asia,  £^yria,  Tyre,  Alexandria,  &c  she  was  seized,  and  the  mer* 
chandize  carried  to  the  Praetorian  Palace,  under  various  pretexts.-^ 
Afier  a  leng  intenral  of  tlaae^  Sicily  bdieM,  not  a  aeoond  Dionysius  or 
^hahuris,  (for  that  island  fonnarly  was  cursed  with  many  tyrants)  but  a 
kind  of  being  partaking  of  the  nature  of  these  monsters,  which  are  said 
to  have  fre<}uented  patts  of  Stcily,«-Scylla  and  Charybdis  wero  not  aa 
terrible  to  mariners  passing  the  Stretgfats  of  Messina,  as  Verres  was  to 
the  people.  In  one  respect  he  was  infinitely  more  dreadful ;  I  mean 
from  the  number  and  magnitude  of  the  dogs  which  surrounded  hfm: 
he  was  a  second  Cyclope.«^Polyphemus  and  Etna  were  only  deptnto* 
lire  t0  nei^hbottrhiy  districts:    Verres  to  aU^" 


vtiuApfl  of  seyeni  hng«  oekn^  which  tmut  J*ve 
b^n  thxee  hi^idred  yean  old :  tliere  appeani 
9,  vast  cc^ecUon  of  cinders  and  ashes  about  it* 
In  fact^  all  Etna  is  an  immense  territory  of  troi^ 
canoes,  ft  is  seldom  that  be  discharges  his 
artillery  from  the  ^eat  crater  at  the  tup ;  he 
does  it  from  bis  out*posts.  I  here  drew  a  rough 
sketch  of  the  topography  of  Etnaj  %q4  iaarke4 
the  appearanoe  of  the  various  craters* 

In  this  day's  journey  we  met  seveva}  herds  of 
goats ;  I  wanted  to  buy  a  kid  for  supper^  but 
we  could  not  make  out  any  owner ;  Ind^edi 
these  animals  were  in  rather  a  wild  part 
of  the  mountain^  and  seemed  as  wild  as 
the  territory.  One  of  our  mule  boys  i^une- 
diately  <^ered  to  go  and  ciitch  ono  for  i|s,  ami 
he  seemed  to  think  it.no  moroj  per  U  Generate^ 
th^n  putting  a  blackberry  would  be  in  England  i 
but  1  demurred.  Pascal!^  as  usufd^.went  on  her. 
fore^  with  his  utensils^  &c.  to  the  CapuchiQ 
Convent  at  Lingua  Grossa^  and  had  prepared 
excellent  accommodation. 

The  Convent  is  good«  and  in  a  most  romantic 
situation.  The  Capuchins  have  a  tolerable 
library :  the  views  from  it  very  fine :  Here  we 
dined^  or  rather  supped :  some  of  them  came  in^ 
and  drank  wine  with  us. 


AH  these  MtdNishnieiits  wte  going  down  fiwt  t 
This  Convent  is  for  forty  monks ;  but  there  are 
only  fifteen  in  it :  they  chaunted  their  v^spem 
and  night  service. 

In  ittilking^  after  dinner^  through  one  of  the? 
Ibtig  gAlIeriefl^  leading  to  the  cells,  I  saw  a  lights 
aitd^  from  curiosity^  went  to  it^  thihklng  to  find 
a  saint>  a  chapel^  or  the  like ;  but  what  was  my 
surprise  on  seeing  a  large  room  or  temple, 
dedicated  to  the  Goddess  C^oacina^  and  a  large 
lamp  to  light  it.  1  was  really  in  astonishment ; 
and  yet  there  is  nothing  perfect  in  Sicily :  The 
room>  twenty  feet  sqtiare^  and  clean^  has 
not  a  ddot*.  I  hear  this  very  useful  sort  of 
room  is  sometimes  met  with  in  the  conveilts^ 
though  Unknown  at  othdr  houses^  in  which^ 
if  there  be  any  convenience  of  iht  kind^  it  is 
always  situated  in  an  angle  of  the  wall^  in  the 
kitchen  with  only  a  curtain  before  it^  like 
Punch's  puppet  ^ow^ 

The  toWh  of  Lingua  Grossa  is  indifferent  i 
but  is  handsomely  and  well  paved  with  lava-flags^ 
as  hard  as  granite.  The  poor  inhabitants  seem 
Inoffensive ;  and  yet  here,  as  in  every  other  tOwit 
and  many  villages,  there  is  a  strong  prison,  well 
furnished  with  tenants.  The  industry  of  the 
females  is  very  great :    A  woman  is  not  to  be 


\  mem,  who  has  not  a  distaff  in  hti  fattnd^  or  wko 
I  Is  not  someway  employed ;  and  yet  they  bare  the 
appearance  of  sqaalid  misery.  They  all  eom<* 
plain  of  the  oppression  and  taxes^  for  thirty 
years  they  have  paid  a  road-tax  sufficient  to 
have  established  a  matl-eoach  almost  oTer  tlie 
"trbde  island^   and  yet  not  a  mule  pftth  is  evef 

Impaired ; — all  is  expended  by * 

at  Palermo^  and  her  people. 

The  Capuchins  go  to  Chttrch  ten  tunes  a 
^y :  they  begin  at  itiid-night^  and  are  now; 
at  eleven,  channting  at  a  chapel  in  the  gallery  t 
they  actually  flog  themselves  three  times  a  year; 
viz.  in  Lent^  at  Corpus  Christie  and  at  Christ- 
nas^  What  folly  remains  in  the  worlds  e?en  in 
the  nilieteentb  century.  In  the  Churchy  there 
)0  some  very  eurious  and  fine  carving  in  wood 
over  the  altar^ 

The  object  of  my  vfsit  here^  is  to  ascehd  £tna 
on  this  side^  and  trace  the  progress  of  the  late 

eruption  ^>f  lavi^V 

« 

Saturcby^  Dec.  Ist.  —  1  walked  but  before 
breakfast:  the  orange  trees  are  beginning  to 
blossom :  all  the  country  is  inclosed .  widi  dry 
walh  built  of  lava.      There  is  more  wood 


-  * . 


f4d  TOyVUVr  OF  I.4T4. 

«a  tliii  9ii»'^  EtnUt   ttw  optke dker, 
Imt^  Uke  Irehmd^   Sicily  will  aqqh  be  atripped 
of  its  Umber>  fojr  the  modmi  3iciliiiiift  sever 

-  This  side  of  the  mountaia  »  far  the  hiqmI 
yictuitsque  aod  beautiful :  At  10  o'clock^  w# 
ay*AnH<>il  through  fog  and  cloudB^  till  just  after 
we  entered  the  Wog^  Region^  where  we  gH 
into  an  immense  forest  of  fine  oaks ;  here  a 
good  guide  wtfd  very  neoessary:  This  ftunsst 
continued  several  miles;  many  of  the  trees 
fure  very  iAd,  and  ought  to  have  been  cut 
^own  twenty -five  years  ago.  There  are 
several  large  pine  trees  intenniaied,  which 
they  are  cutting  dpwn  fast.  Troths  99  I  hav9 
before  observtdj  is  not  ^  Siciliau  virtue :  We 
irere  assured  it  required  four  long  hours  to 
reach  the  late  volcano;  but^  though  great 
part  of  the  road  was  to  the  full^  as  bad  as  any 
jve  have  met  witfa^  we*  got  there  exactly  at  half 
past  noon^i  viz.  in  two  hours  and  thirty  minutes^ 
The  fog  was  now  entirely  cleared  from  the  top 
of  the  mountain^  and  from  the  part  we  had 
arrived  at ;  but  the  low  country  was  still  in 
mist. 

This  torrent  of  Lava  is  of  a  very  coarse  $ort^ 
but  we  were  much  gratified^  as  it  can  bo  traced 


firotn'the  moirth  of  the  ci:^r  to. where  it  stopped; 
and  is  at  once  a.wonderful  and  an  awful  tight.' 
Srom  the  great  crater^  or  even  from  Montq 
Bossoj.  no  stream  of  lava  can  be.  seen  in  the 
same  perfection ;  indeed^.lhere  is  no  appealt^n«ei 
of.  lava  on  the  cone  of  the  great  crater.  We: 
dknbed  with  infinite  la1)0nr  over  immense  rockir 
«f  this  hva ;  nnd,  at  last>  on  aR  fours  along,  thef 
vidge,  an4  to  the  top  of  the  crater^  from  whenjce  it 
had  flowed :  and  here  I  took  up  some  specimeniw 
so  hot^  that  I  was  obliged  to  drop  them  and  let 
them  cool  before  I  could; put  them,  into  my  bag. 
Mp.  Sweeney  and  I  descended  to  the  bottom 
o£  this  crater ;  the  .  eruption,  took  ,  place*  inf 
February  1809,  and  lasted  about  three  weeks. 
The  ashes  were  carried,  by  the  wind  as  bt  as 
Melazzo^  where  the  sentinels^  at  firsts  took 
them  for  gun-powder^  and- thought  the  magazine 
was  thrown  down  by  an.  earthquake.  At  the 
bottom^  there  is  a  large  slanting,  opening,  from 
which  there  comes  a  noise  like  that  of  'boiling 
water,  a  sound  .like  hammering,  anil  also  much 
smoke :  we  advanced  into  this  cavern  till  the  smell 
and.  sulphureous  vapour,  made  it  imprudent'  to 
xemain  longer^ .  I  could  not  find  any  pure  s&l* 
phar>  or  saltrpetee,  as  at  Vesuvius;  and,  as  1  am 
told^  there  i&at  StromboU,  and  in. the  bottom^ 
•sides  of  Etna's  great  crater* . 


•I.  »' 
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The  tnp&m  of  1809»  came  firoBMrenl  (fif- 
fere^t  craters :  There  were  seme  aniaDer 
Bbme  tbii  great  one ;  avd^  at  1  eaqpected 
gwdet  were  Aecemng  ms,  beiag  e^tain  teft 
Imu,  Khe  water^  woald  net ar  ascend,  i  deloN 
ttioed  to  follow  the  coane  of  it,  and  diacorcw^ 
where  it  ftnt  broke  oat,  this  cost  neariy  thnb 
honn,  and  much  iatigae.  Sweeney  and  1  went 
to  the  Tery  top  of  this  branch  of  Etna,  aad  intei 
many  small  and  silent  craters. 

On  one  of  the  hills  is  a  lai^  fir*tree,  with 
one  side  perfect,  Imt  the  other  is  hoUowed  ovt 
by  die  fire  of  the  last  eroption ;  stiH  the  aap  waa 
so  strong,  it  was  not  bnmed  down,  and  resnaint 
ia  the  state  abore  deacribed« 

The  coarse  qf  the  lara  from  the  craters  u 
auurked  on  the  sketch.-— -There  is  a  general  com* 
mnnication  of  lava  from  one  crater  to  the  other, 
and  all  paM  throngh  a  valley:  The  hiHs  o» 
each  side  are  eoyered  with  wood. 

Havini^  now  satisfied  my  cnrioiity,  and  fiHai 
a  bag  with  specimens,  we  descended,  and  arrived 
of  the  Capachin  Convent  at  seven  o'clock:  i^ 
thewfore  took  as  ns  long  to  descend  as  to  ascend 
The  last  hOnr  and  a  half  we  vrere  in  daikiiesfrr 
The  Sicilian  muleteers  and  guides  are  so  afraid 


cf  kei9g^  CiOf  ht  ita  the  tiagbt,  OiM  tiieji  alwaya 
iiiNepiMent  the  dfatantt.  I  canaet  state  the 
ittBtttiee  in  win  from  Lingua  Grossa  to  the. 
}— *I  think  it  eighty  and  not  more. 
I  Mkdt  the  thenMnflter  thit  day^  and  it  stocd  at 
feiliw>  ia  airand  ahade : 


At  JLijQigua  Grofisai  at  IQ  o'clock,  AM.  felt 
colc^ .....'. 6S 

'  Where  we  dispounted  at  noon,  certainly  six 

miles  up  the  mountain,.  ••• «•    60 

At  the  bottom  ot  the  cone  of  the  crater, 

IVdock,  P.M*.... e$ 

'  At^top  of  theaaiaesoonafter,.*...^*.    9^ 
At  the  Capochin  Gonveat,  at  Liv^iia  Grease^ 
9  o'clock  at  night,  in  the  cell  where  I 
dept,  •••••••••.. , .  • «    §1 

The  Capnckina  chaunted  a  night  senrice 
'wbiia  we  arere  at  dinner:  it  was  aboni  8 
o'clock.  Some  ef  them  hai^e  good  voices.'--* 
I  was  sorry  we  had  no  spirits^  as  the  6upe-> 
nor  and  the  Lecturer  came  in  and  sat  with  ns, 
and  a  little  punch  would  have  been  a  rarity  to 
tihem^  and  usrftd  to  us  aU.  M  9  o'clock^  wo 
Mtired  to  our  cdis  to  rest. 

Sunday,  Dec!  8nd..p*»We  took  leane  of  the 
Capuchins  after  breakfast ;  and  proceeded  by  a 

r2 
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btd  road  to  Franca'ViBa.     This  joarney'  vm§ 
through   a  most    romantic  country^  and  well 
wooded.     We  passed  the  hoase^  dose  to  which 
the  lava  stopped  in  the  last  eruption.     For  the 
fitst  time  we  got  accurate  information  firomT  Ae 
Capuchins^    as   to  distances  and  the.  time,  the 
journey  would  require;    the  latter  is  the  best 
crtterion^     for    the   paths    being   over  .r<>ebs, 
&c.  only  fit  for  goats  to  travel  on^   rendSsr  it 
impossible    to   measure    distances '  accurate^. 
It  took  us  three  hours  to  go  from  Lingpa  Grossa 
to  Villa  Franca^  and  four  from  thence  to  Giar* 
Aini,  a  village  at  the  foot  of  the  steep  mountaia 
of  Taomiinum  ;  and  a  full  half  hour  more  to 
ride  up  the  said  mountain  to  Taorminum.    We 
passed  close  under  Castiglione^  which  is  a  pretty 
town    as' '  to   situation^    on  a  high   and  steep 
mountain^  with  a  romantic  Castle  and  Church. 
The  road  goes  quite  round  this  mountain^  and 
we  had  different  views  of  it.     Villa  Franca  is  the 
poorest^  the  dirtiest^  and  the  worst  paved  town 
I  ever  saw.    My  object  was  merely  to  see  the 
position  of  the  Austrian  and  Spanish  armies 
at  the  great  battle  fought  there  between  them 
in  the  year  1719^  on  the  1st  of  June ;  and  the 
only  battle  that  has  taken  place  in  Sicily  since 
the  time  of  the  Romans.    The  principal  scene 
of  action    was    near  the  Capuchin  Coavent, 
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which  is  in  a  most  pictnresqae  MtuatioB^  on  a 
steep  rock« 

The  Spanish  army  was  thns  formed : — ^Their 
centre  was  on  a  small  plain^  hating  the  town  in 
their  rear^  and  the  rapid^  but  not  broad^  river 
Gantara  in  front :  the  rights  consisting  of  five 
battalions^  was  posted  at  the  Capuchin  Convent^ 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river  which  winds  here; 
but  there  then  was^  and  still  is^  a  bridge  over  it] 
consequently  a  communication.  They  placed 
a  battery  on  the  highest  rock^  and  guns  in 
other  situations  about  the  Convent;  on  the 
other  side  of  which^  and  close  to  it^  is  a  very 
great  fumara  leading  towards  Melazzo,  and  hav- 
ing high  mountains  on  each  side;  but,  except  in 
the  rainy  season,  this  fumara  is  dry. 

•  The  Spanish  left,  is  said  to  have  been  posted 
on  the  rising  grounds  to  the  left  of,  and  rather 
behind,  the  town ;  but  which,  from  reading  the 
description  of  the  battle  on  the  spot,  1  do  not 
believe.    I  took  a  sketch  of  the  gpround. 

The  issue  of  this  battle  is  well  known : — ^The 
Attstrians  were  beaten.  I' shall,  therefore,  only 
observe^  that  they  appear  to  have  been  terribly 
cramped  as  to  room,  and  to  have  foolishly  held 
Ibe  Spanish  army  in  too  much  contempt,  and  to 
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have  attteck^d  the  port  bt  die  Ci|»«thiiis  tt0m 
the  mountain  Tre  Fbntani^  witb  infofettryr  mriy. 
The  position  is  strong  as  a  mere  post^  and  al- 
most impossible  to  force  without  artillery,  whiA 
the  event  shewed.  YHiereas  they  might  easily 
have  battered  it  to  pieces  from  the  hills  opposite^ 
and  from  the  other  side  of  the  fiimara  on  ite 
flank. 

The  situation  c^  the  Convent  is  siost  bean* 
tifiilj  and  Castiglione  (within  cannon  shot  of 
Villa  Franca)  adds  to  the  scenery. 

After  satisfying  my  curiosity,  set  out  for 
Taorminum,  crossing  the  great  fumara.  Those 
who  stay  all  nighty  generally  take  their  quar- 
ters at  the  Capuchin  Convent;  but  it  is  dirty 
and  bad:  the  Dominicans  is  much  better. — 
The  Capuchins  have  a  book  in  maBUsoript, 
by  one  of  the  brethren  said  to  be  written  at  the 
time,  that  gives  a  good  account  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  particularly  of  the  battle  of  Villa 
Franca. 

Our  road  to  Taorminum,  was  through  anost 
singular  and  beautifai  country,  well  wooded, 
and  interspersed  with  orange  groves  and  olives. 
The  orange  trees  are  now  beginning  to  bloom. 
The  road  continues  through  valleys,  over  luUq, 


mni'fui  bigh  Irnoantaiiii^  widi  vilhget  and  ca»« 
tks  on  their  tofu,  and  apparently  so  steep  as  te 
he  inacceniUe:  in  shorty  the  lovers  of  wiM 
•cenarf  and  nMoantic  beauty  woaM  have  been 
highly  gratified.  It  was  late  when  we  arrived  at 
GiariUni  close  to  the  sea :  there  is  a  sort  of  inn 
tiMre ;  but  I  preferred  going  up  to  Taorminum* 
The  mules  were  so  tired  that  the  muleteers 
wished  to  remain  at  Giardini ;  but  I  was  advised 
to  ride  ap^  at  leasts  part  of  the  hill  of  Taormi^* 
tium.  The  Iftiga  we  had  with  us  on  this  journey 
could  not  well  be  hnnigfat  up  this  night ;  and 
asy  eompanions  seemed  to  think  nothing  of  the 
walk^  and  accordingly  set  out.  I  took  advice, 
and  mounted  a  mule ;  and  found  it  so  very  steep, 
that  I  did  not  part  with  him  till  I  arrived  at  the 
inn. 

'  Taorraiaum  is  a  very  ancient  town«  The 
flMunlain  on  which  it  stands  is  almost  peipea- 
dicdar  oter  the  sea.  Fortunately  it  was  bright 
moonlight  At  last  I  got  to  the  top^  and  entered 
the  gate :  the  inn  was  exactly  at  the  other  end 
of  the  town^  which  is^  at  leasts  an  English  mile 
long.  Paacsil  had  dinner  ready;  but  it  was 
past  8  o'clock  when  Sweeney  and  the  Major 
arrived^  wet  through  with  perspiration; — the 
Mfyor  was  so  fatigued  and  angry,  though  he 
had  no  one  to  blame  but  himself,  that  it  was 
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impossible  to  lielp  kugfaiii^r  ofteh^&« 
himself  for  not  liemaining  atGiaxdini:   ii 
be  was  completely  knocked  up.    The  Major  oi 
Dillon's^  quaitered  here,  sent  me  some  wine. 

Monday,  3rd. — I 'walked  oilt  before  breakfiist 
to  a  terrace,    from  which  is  a  delightfiil  view 
north.    After  breakfiist  the  Major  of  DtUoa's 
regiment,   called  and  brought  an  antiquary  to 
conduct  us.     We  visited  the  ruins  of  the  great 
Theatre,  certainly  as  large  as  our  Opera  House; 
the  remaining  skeleton  is  sufficiently  perfect  tot 
leave  no  doubt  whatever  of  its  having  been  % 
Theatre    for    the    representation    of    plays* 
We  sat  down  on  the  round  stone  seats,  while 
our   antiquary  went   on   the  part  where  the 
stage  was,  and  made  a  speech,  to  try  the  effeet 
of  the  voice. — Sound,  however,  must  be  very 
different  in  a  finished  building  from  what  it  is 
amidst  ruined  walls.    It  is  doubtful,  if  the  aA« 
cients  covered  their  theatres :  the  Amf^itheaties 
certainly  had  not  roofs.  ^ 


s 


Ancient  as  the  Theatre  is,  it  bears  testimony 
to  the  great  antiquity  of  Etna's  eruptions^  as 
pieces  of  lava  are  found  in  the  walls ;  the  in^ 
side  is  lined  with  very  fine  bricks.  The  Senate 
have  made  a  few  repairs ;  and  some  broken  and 


mriiiflted  cotamns^   {tteoes   of  marble  ttaiMm 
and^coniiccs  raniain.  / 

The  view  of  Etna  from  thie  front  of  the  The- 
atre^ when  he  is  uncapped,  must  be  grand 
Indeed,  all  the  views  from  Taormioam,  and 
p«ytioidarly  from  this  spot,  are  as  fine  as  caa 
be  conceived;  It  stands  rather  higher  than  the 
town,  which,  high  as  it  is,  has  still  higher 
immntains  above  it ;  on  one  of  whidi  are  the 
rains  of  the  village  of  Mda,  and,  on  another, 
those  of  an  old  castle,  which  has  been  recently 
repaired.  These  add  to  the  romantic  appear- 
ance ;  and,  with  the  commanding  view,  nortli 
and  sottth  over  the  seai.  altogether  form  as  finet 
a  prosp^t  as  1  ever  8aw« 

m 

The  ancient  reservoirs  are  on  a  hill  above. the 
town :  one  of  them  is  as  perfect  as  ever,  and  is 
kuqgw  UAn  thai  at  Puzzoli  near  Naples;  From 
keilce  fwe  went  to  the  Nanmachiaiy  orThealib 
for  w«i^r  aitinsements,  whuch,  it  seem^,  tbo 
anciients  were  fond  of :  and  ihobgfa .  Ihejr  ap^ 
pKsar  so  carefdl  of  'rtrater^  .as  .  is  .proved  ]bf 
^Ji  the  oqnedactt,  &0.  both  above  affd  minat 
griHind:  it  is  singular  .that  they  shovdd  bavse 
known  so  little  of  hydraoUcs.  Little  of  the 
walls   remains,    and    the   interior  .  is  aow  It 


fguiueu  These  are  certainly  seYenJ' aikifeiii 
water  pipes^  and  it  may  have  been  a  Water 
Theatre^  or  more  likely  a  Gymnasium* 

.  TheTenAoe,  1  walked  to  before  farcakfini; 
is  in  froat  of  a  thurck^  evidently  hiiiit  da  the 
fJMUidatioiis  of  an  ancient  temple.  Taorninum 
itk  full  of  sidancholy  memorials  of  past  i^pes. 

Tbs  Coibedral  kas  some  toleraUe  pictures: 
ikm  Dominican  Conyent  is  very  large  and 
Mck ;  some  of  our  soldiers  are  quartered  m  it. 
Tkere  are  two  good  squares^  witii  cloisters  and 
ku^  gaileried  up  stairs^  and  «  miranda,  or  ter* 
moe^  from  whick  tke  views,  botb  noitb  and 
south,  are  truly  sublime  and  beaatifiil.  The 
clouds  are  gathering  fast,  and  it  even  begins  to 

iiin» 

■ 

i  walked  ovt,  in  the  rain,  to  the  sou  A,  to  see 
tM  almost  perpt^icular  hill  I  came  \ip  last 
aight;  and  visited  the  ruins  of  Tombs.  We 
saw  a  Sarco|^agus>  ktdy  foaiid  amoagst  these 
Tomlis :  It  is  4tf  marble,  and  very  perfect, 
bat  small,  and  has  human  bones  in  it;  which> 
tiiey  dechu^e,  were  not  put  in  by  the  modems. 
it  is  about  twenty  ladMs  sqaare :  tke  t^^  lifts  oC 
They  asked  tweatf  guineas  for  it. 


The  PMfesior  of  Thcjolegjr  in  <he  nmmtm 
Convi^nt,  gftve  ne  some  old  cc^nt  fband  it 
TftonninuB.  Neir  thiR  C^avent  is  aa  aMiMl 
and  veiy  beautiful  Ibuataui^  uid  baaia  of  mn^ 
JUe. 

Taorminum^   nvith  narrow  .dirty  ttreatt^   m 

the  most  singular  and  beautiful  situation  that 

can  be  oonceived^    is  the  poorest  and  doiiest 

Umn  I  ever  yet  saw.    The  grewid»  h^weTiei'^ 

4ibaut  it,  has  changed  very  mueh,  thMgih  it  h 

remarkable  that  it  has  seldom,  been  itfected  fay 

jearthqwJs:es^  though  they  do  snob  mischief  in  ito 

'  ne^bourhood.     Certain  it  is^  thai;,  in  afl  hs- 

Wi>ited  places^    when    in    thdr  dedme,    the 

.ground  has  a  tendency  to  rife^  or  is  filled  hgr 

rubbish.    Thus  many  of  the  triin^hal  mtdum 

mi  Rome^  and  otb^r  monuments  of  asitiquitji^ 

are  one-third^  or  more,  under  ground.    Theoe 

«re  very  old  inhabitants  at  TMraiiniw^  who 

declare,  they  have  heard  their  fethem  sagr^  dM4> 

ill  their  time^  they  f^ould  walk  fsom  the  Naimft* 

4^ia  to  the  Theatre,  witbofit  wich  rise  in  the 

j^TOund :    J^t  present,  it  js  all  up  hill,  though 

^^erteinly  much  a(  the  Theatre  is  buried ;  iadead. 

if  that  was  npt  the  case,  it  wo«kl  be  impoasiUe 

to  walk  to  it  on  l^el  ground  frmn  the  Nmuna«» 

cfaia;  for  what  at  prepen^  «pi>ears  of  the  The- 

atre  is,  I  dare  say,  two  hundred  feet  above  the 
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MmiDMiia,  if  diminidied  to  the  triie  foaiMia- 
tion>  (aay  ten  feet)  the  lowest  steps  would  pio- 
haMy  he  discovered ;  and  if  the  rabbi^h  was 
beared'  awayi  though  the  rise  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety  feet  in  near  half  a  mile  would  be 
perceived,  still  it  would  be  level,  compared  to 
wfaatitnowis. 


d'O'cIock,  P.M.  having  seen  all  thai 
iWrminum  afforded,  we  went  ta  Dillon's  quar- 
ters to  dine  with  Major  Renaud  In  the  court- 
yard of  the  house,  are  several  broken  piecea  of 
'<narble  columns,  cornices,  ornaments,  statues  of 
granite,  inscriptions^  &c.  all  much  defaced,  and 
found  here.  The  house  stands  high  and  directly 
^ter  the  sea,  and  has  a  railed  terrace,  or  mi« 
tanda,  frOQi  the  drawing-room,  and^from  which 
Ibere  arc  grand,  magnificent,  and  delightfid 
views.  While  1  was  here  admiring  them,  a  tr&- 
«nlendo«s  thunder  storm  suddenly  eame  on ;  the 
JbiUs  dianged  colour,  the  sea  was  high  and 
maced  loud ;  great  part  of  it  was  obscured  by 
a  collection  of  very  black  clouds,  which  stretched 
itp  Giardiiii^  and  over  part  of  Mola  hill ;  and, 
as  the  sun  occasionidly  broke  out,  and  shone 
;^ery  bright  on  a  small  part  of  the  sea  and  the 
lower' country,  it  formed  a  contrast  and  6ne 
effect,  which  I  am  unable  to  describe.    What 


* 

a  ratgect 'it  would  have  afforded  tbose  dnsile. 
iminters^ — SalvatorRow^  Poustb^VerMt^Wilfloiv, 
Hftckest^  or  Loutherbourg :  And,  to  add  to  ttn 
the  niiM  of  the  Theatre,  and  the  t^wn,  Vfitk 
Ottty  half  enveloped  in  doiids.  '  • 


T        » 


I  could  hardly  tear  myself  from  this  lapsl. 
sublime  and  singular  scene.  After  dinner,  wa 
walked  do#n  the  hill,  ^ver  a  very  bad  road, 
which  id  as  steep  on  the  north  as  oa  the  soatlir 
aide:  Yf€  ordei^  the  litiga  and  mules  to  g«t 
forwai^d.  There  \s  a  road  w  path-way  for 
Ittigas^  &c.  from  Giardini,  much  lower  down 
than  Taorminum,  but  still  it  is  high  over  tte 
sea ;  and  from  the  narrowness  of  it,  and  the 
very  low  wall,  is  fitr  mwe  terrific  than  Penmaa- 
Maur,  or  Ros,  are  described  to  have  been  sudj 
years  ago.  As  we  passed  the  Theatre^  I  agua 
went  over  its  interesting  ruins,  and  visited  some 
ancient  tombs  and  burying  ^ees  on  ^e^toosth* 
side ;  the  tenants  of  which  have  been  even  das* 
turbed,  for  they  are  now  empty.  Our  frieBda 
saw  us  nearly  down  the  hil},  when  wa  took 
leave,  and  proceeded.  It  had  cleared  ap  the 
iMt  hour;  but  now  the  bhick  thunder  daada 
rolling  over  the  hills,  fladbing  out  sireama 
af  lightning,  ^ve  them  a  variety  ^  tia|B.«<~ 
In  &ct,  the  breaking  ap  of  the'  weather;  at  thia 
time  and  place,   has    been^rtither  a  fortQuate 


cSreunfttaitte ;  for,  in  con^quenc^^  it  gm^e  a 
wlriety  and  suMrmity  to  tke  seenery^  tftel; 
I  should  in  vain  attempt  to  descrilx!.  I  cMfC 
iftany  a  retrospective  look  at  Tftoraiit»i»i^ 
whose  grand  and  beautiful  situation  eannot  be 
exceeded^  and  I  much  doubt  if  it  be  any  where 
equalled. 

It  was  dark  when  we  reached  Pkilnia^  twrffe 
miles.  We  had  full  lights  however^  to  see  the 
Ibrt  and  pass  at  Cape  St.  Alessio.  The  fort  m  * 
vtry  strong^  and  has  been  hitely  repaired  by  ns. ' 
It  completely  commands  the  pass  north  and 
ikmth>  and^  of  course^  the  road  between  Mes*^ 
sina  and  Taorminum  :  it  stands  very  high  over 
the  Ma ;  and  is  also  a  very  picturesque  object 
There  are  four  very  heavy  guns  in  it^  two  com^ 
manding  the  north  road^  and  two  the  south : 
(here  mighty  and  ought  to  be^  more ;  there  are  a 
number  of  loop-holes  for  musketry  in  the  com* 
munication  walls :  It  is  a  pass  of  great  mffi« 
tary  importance;  very  strongs  and  might  be 
made  still  stronger.  Although  it  stands  so  high^ 
It  is^  in  Summer^  a  most  sickly  qnwhdeaone 
spot  The  Mai  aria  is  dreadful.  I  was  obliged 
to  move  a  company  of  Diilon%  (for  it  was  in 
my  command  when  I  was  on  thti  staffs)  and  la 
furnish  the  garrison  by  detachment^  to  be  nn 
lieved  every  week  ;^-*  a  great  many  died.     1 


femni  tkat  tnndi  of  thii  IMa)  ai^ia  here  Mines  on' 
in  consoqaefice  of  the  dreadfbl  stench  occa-^' 
aioBod  by  steeping  the  flax  and  hemp  in  fha^ 
mlainaal  moDthsL 

Ai  it  rained  hafd>  at  tinies^  this  aftemoon,' 

saTeral  of  the  ftiniaras^  we  had  to  pass^  wer^ 

fall^  and  we  were  obliged  to  have  a  guide,  with 

assistants,  particularly  at  the  principal  ftimani^ 

otherwise  we    coald  not  have  crossed  it  thb 

night    The  torrent  from  the  mountains  through 

Aese  fumaras^  was  deep  and  very  strong :  they 

are  ofltea  impassable    for    twenty-four    houn« 

The  posada^   w  inn,  at  Pyma,  is  very  indif* 

ierent ;  but  has  a  large  fonda  (public  stable),—* 

one  of  their  few  good  institutions.    When  there 

is  a  Convent  near^  the  accommodation  is  gene*' 

rally  better  there  than  at  an  inn,  if  the  traveflef 

brings  his  cook,  bedding,  and  some  provision, 

tbey  will  find  the  kitchen  utensils^  dishes,  and 

plates:    those  who  go  into  the  interior,  must 

carry  provisions ;    indeed,  the  same  precaution 

is  often  necessary  in  large  towns<    I  would  not 

advise  any  one,  who  can  avoid  it,  to  travel  in 

the  very  hot  months,  viz.  June,  July,  August^ 

and  September:     an  orderly  dragoon,    police 

man^  or  scampieri,  well  armed,  is^  necessary ; 

though,  since  the  arrival  of  the. English,  and 

the  more  genend  communication  in  the  interior; 


Umi^  hwB  hna  vety^  fev  robb^m :  Tb6  (fm« 
^eUer  should  huxre  a  case  of  pi^tola^  a«d  a  strong' 
gpmblet^  for  fe^r  of  the  d^ors  haye  locks  or  boils* 
I  advise  him  also  to  hire  a  Ktiga  from  one 
great  town  to  another ;  it  is  nearly  as  cheap  for 
two  people  as  two  mules ;  i.t  saVes  great  fiitigne, 
and  is  useful,  particularly  in  case  ctf  rain,  which 
(^hen  it  does  come)  comes  in  torrents. 

J  Pateia  is  merely  a  fishing  village,  witb  a  few 
bouses  close  to  the  sea,  and  a  tower :  there  are 
many  towers  on  the  coast,  but  now  mostly  in 
rain.  That  at  Palma  is  larger  than  oar  Mar* 
tellos,  and  has  a  castellated  battlement:  there 
is  also  an  old  gate  leading  to  it,  with  a  Latin 
iittcription,  but  so  de&ced  I  could  not  make  it 
oat ;  there  is  another  in  Italian,  also  disfigured ; 
the  people  know  nothing  about  it. 

Tuesday,  4th.— The  thunder  and  lightning 
Iwt  night  was  lond  and  vivid ;  the  entire  hca- 
Ten*  appeared  in  a  blaze  of  fire:  and  th^  lain 
fell  in  torrents,  the  wind  was  high,  and  the  sea 
wared  louder  than  I  ever  heard  it  The  morn- 
ing was  very  wet ;  but  I  despatched  Pas<»U 
after  breakfast,  with  the  dragoon  to  guard  him 
as  usual  We  breakfasted,  and  set  out  for  Mes- 
sina at  half  past  9  o'clock ;  the  M^or  and  I  in 
%liUga.    It  rained  very  hard  tUl  we  got  to 
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Bbi^tta.  Here  t$Uipftd.ima  hopjra.t&^detirt 
forte :  there.jure  Jmo.tm\WM,  one jst  the  iootqt 
the  xneeutala  aad  cldie  to  the  aea^  .andone  jieei 
the  top.  I  took  a  .dcetch  ot  Scaletta^^ )  eg.  I 
passed  it  in  my  way  to  Cktanis^  tvhtdL  isa  pei^ 
feet  representation  of  its  situation.  During  a 
afaoit  cesffettibn  of  the  rain,  I  sttilked  upit^  Ae 
focti  #ith  Captain  Bodiii>  jof  DiUon's  segipen^ 
It  IS  an  extrawdiBary .  and  very  strong^  plaoe^ 
w  amonntaih  ovar  the  sea,  and  coramattdiiiy 
tbe  rowis:.  north  and  soath:  there  it  aaothsf 
town  about  half  sniy  up ;  they  sttiTerad  greallsi 
by  the  earthquake  in  the  year  1783 :  The  upper 
fOitW  whieh  iir  stiU  highet  than  Ihe  upfwr  town^ 
fmaioands  the  works  below  it.  This  post  mii^t 
be- made,  Idsiest  iinpffe|;nabie.  It  was  t^esi, 
h^y^tta,  in  .November  1676^  by  the  Dtake 
yivobne^  ftfteir  a  siege  of  fifteen  dsgw*  .We 
hate  kid  out  some  noney  in  the  r^fiair*  oC  and 
additions  pOs'  theae;  forts :  These  ou^  tohe.a 
camlier/or  Ma^tello  towe^  With  it  travenin|( 


— rr- 
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*  There  it  %  large  Fondeoo  et  Scaletta.  Thie  U  a  public  ttable 
Monginf  rU>  the  gOTerament  There  it  <»De.at  «rery  town,  «B4-any 
ttiVellCT  h^f  put  up  bit  honei ;  aiM^  "moleteen*  carrying  goodt,  their 
iMSet^  bm they  gin^ no fi^tay, thallMtt be pnr AigHfl ;  lio i^yiMiib Jl 
retntad  jEut  tb^vae  of  the  iUUe. .  Tbejniditettt'^fep  ifitli  their  vlfahe, 
and  require  no  drink  but  iced-water. 


wmamMd  Ike  tmvM^  mi  tmk  «d»^  tmA  afao 

itato  of  actite  6qieii»  m  Sicily ;  andyrtthuigi 
at  pttly  dottt  by  inbte. 

The  atceat  ta  thMe  foriSj,  and  tiie  ii|ipei^ 
tenittf  if  wry  dificoltr  and  die  toad  Tory 
bid.  A  nife  itetiier  mn,  ue  iiia  rains  of  mtk 
«iid«t  Wateh  Tawer^  not  vnlika  Ilia  kuw 
faat  af  the  iririi  Roond  Tanaeiaj  and  Iha  doar 
(at  ai  tham)  aHmy  feet  finm  die  base. 

We  eapdnaed  oar  joaniay,  alopfad  at  flf. 
Hfeddo,  and  went  a]p  Hm  faffl  lo  tfcaOMma^ 
irittch  ii  aow  occapied  a«  a  bavftfdLj  by  ofer 
ted  battalion  Ugfat  iafaatry :  there  m  aInienMi 
ande  raad  to  it  The  Cotkrmit,  a  vety  large^ 
Sna  MUimg^  and  aa  a  rery  eoannluidinfp  illa« 
atian,  hdkea  r»  tfie  entiia  Slraif ht%  and  dia 
SicfliaB  and  Qdabrian  eoaiti ;  Reggio  aaaify 
opposite^  and  all  along  to  the  Fuo^  FiaUe^  and 

Gape  SpartiTento. 


» .. 


The  Church  is  in  ruiiD9 :  ^  vre  descended  and 
caadoved  aar  joamey  along  the  coast  by 
Trimistere^  Pirtarine^  and  Contessa^  to  Mfs* 


usiuiiM  TO  muMnjL  869 

^ma,  whan  vm  mini  jmt  befbvQ  diflc.  "Vfe 
iMKf e  been  a  aioiith  on  thistomv  and  moftfof^ 
taiiate  as  to  weather,  and,  iade«d,  in  aflre»pectA 
IRm  voads,  hinty  At;,  ta  be  tmri,  ate  4peadftif  t 
the  diffi  intoleriUe,  and  the  fleas^  bngi,  mus^ 
qfutoth  And  oAei  venain  ttumeiaovn^ 

I  )ialF)b  been  iinieh  gmtififtd  oh  Urn  toor }  and 
aboil  not  aoott  fisrgot  die  sublimity  of  the  seene 
«t  TaoraHttuin  yeiterriay,  and  the  oxtrkordmary 
ftaturtai  of  the  aurroanditti^  bilk 

Swinbarne,  like  myidf,  mm  diamed  wilii 
the  beautiAil  situation  of  Taorminum :  he  says^ 
it  it  a  |»hoe .  posseising  ^oFy  grand  and  beau* 
tiiil  feature  and  qiiefificaiion  for  the  {unreivof 
m  S^ifBlor  Rosli^  Ac.  Sic.  Indeed,  eteiy  dihif 
there  is  sublime  and  grand. 

I  ought  to  have  mentioned  before,  that,  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill  near  Giardini,  there  is  a  mole 
of  lava,  which  must  have  been  from  some  dreadful 
eruption,  considering  its  distance  from  Etna. 
But  that  near  Aci  Reale  is  of  greater  extent, 
very  broad,  and  deep.  It  forced  its  way  into 
the  sea,  and  formed  the  promontory  on  which 
the  Castle  stands. 
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JUTOEM-TO  MESSmK 


i  Brydbne  quotes^  from  Diodonis  Siculds^  that 
it  was  this  mass  of  lava^  iHiioh^  dnrii^'  dM 
•econd  Punic  War,  when*  ^racate  was  be^ 
aieged  by  the  Ronaang;  stopped  a  body  of  Iraepv 
on  their  march  from  Taorminam  to  Ibe  lelitf 
of  the  besieged;  and  which,  reaching^:the  aea, 
cut  off  their  passage,  and  obliged  them  to  go 
iround  near  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  fay  the 
other  side  of  Etna :  otfaelr  authorities  are  men^* 
tioned*  This  happened  two  thousand  years  ago^ 
and  the  lava  is  still  hard  and  black :  but,  it  m 
certain,  that,  in  process  of  time,  the  hardest 
law  pulTerises,  and  becomes  fertile  soil. 


>  Near  this  is  a  bridge  over  the  rimlet  Alcan-^ 
taro,  said  to  have  been,  built  by  the  Devil,  the 
fraud  architect,  who  has  buUt  so  many  iH 
Europe. 


twi 


•  >        I 


CHAP.  IX. 


Return  to  Messina — Christmas  Customs  and 
Amusements  of  the  Sicilians — T%e  Carnival 
'—Departure  for  Upari-r-Island  of  Volcano^ 

— Descent  into  the  Crater — Volcanic  Pro- 

I 

ductions  — Recent  Eruptions  from  this^  VbU 

cano.  ^ 

* 

Dec.9Ui.-*I  potted  tlie  remainder  of  the 
month  at  Messina ;  and  shall  briefly  state  such 
drcnmstances  as  may  serve  to  iUiistrate  the  stiite 
of  the  climate^  and  the  enstoms  of  the  inhabit 
tantsj  at  this  season  ef  the  year.  > 

•  m 

» This .  day,  being  the  miraculous  coaceptioii 
•f  the  Yiigki  Mary,  tfiere  was  a  prooesskm  iil 
tha  streets,  and  a  huge  image  of  a  Saint  ear^ 
vied  aboirt*  Scarcdya  ^y. passes  without  -some 
church  or  other^  having  a  service,  or  fanctione, 

s3 


SGS  BILL!  Oil  MUBVI4. 

as  they  call  it^  in  honaur  of  a  Saint ;  and^ 
these  occasions^  they  fire  a  number  of  paJtonerot ; 
it  is  made  a  part  of  the  service^  like  a/ei^  dejoie, 
and  the  ^ns  arraqged^  in  the  street^  in  front 
of  the  Church ;  The  miserably  ringings  or  ra^ 
ther  noise^  of  the  bells^  goes  on  all  day.  T|ie 
Madre  Cbiesa^  or  Cathadfali  was  illuminated  Da 
this  occasion^  and  its  bells  made  a  tremendous 
nois^ :  they  have  no  idea^  either  of  the  Flemiaii 
jphimesj  or  thf  ^ngliyh  bph^mtyorci. 

The  French  have  built  a  set  of  huts^  a  fort, 
and  ^  new  telegraph,  just  opposite  my  windows, 
oi^  the  very  top  of  (he  Calabrian  mountains ; 
this  was  done  while  we  were  on  our  tour: — 
They  hfive  another  hut-camp  v^iy  bigh  up  to 
the  left.  The  situation  ipust  be  now  very  cold. 
They  do  nol  app^ar^  hien  iptny  troops  tbare. 

Tovrfeirds  Uia  Aftetnoon^  whf  o  the  mto  shiMa 
ibfoilg  oa  the  opfpMitp  osist,  I  can  see  the  i^wn 
of  St.  Geovani,  aad  tte  Jpeopk  widUng  idtoot 
very  plain :  I  ci^nnot  believe  it  is  six  miles  across^ 
Tte  Ubof  UUffia  Iwik  hwujtm;  vuy  of 
the»  covered  with  fine  fTood ;  the  snow  mi  tit 
kaves.ake^  then,  more  disiinctfy  Ihan  4s9y  eut 
bo  seen  AtSuanner.  I  aiii  ixH  thcta  ftkimbk 
liftTO  nQr  Aq^  tiiibtiv  hqA  nli^siiifioent 


J 


>i    ;i 


In  the  Winter^  we  have  a  ganriion  ball  crnce 
iLAMtt^tt  TI16 MoMk are c^MlI^dt; wltb two 
good  baaxA ;  «ii4  J^eC  ^ey  do  not  aeem  wdl 
lAetidied^  titongfi  tiiere^  ii  to  large  a.  ga»liOli, 
kirfaoiimtijr  fittgtbb  likfiear  faeri;  if  H  were  not 
9bt  tiM!  aiMfCidfi'of  fiicfllali  '6DiiipMy^  Oey  cbiud 
MM  male  ap  If  dtaUdft.  The  Aritish  ofiiceirt  d6 
Vdt  appear  M  hive  tttich  intertotme  with  the 
fiR^dkasi  inde^, '  ai  tiie  kfletr  only  keep  df;^ 
•M%tik^«,«  antf  d*  not  eten  giveieli^  ift'iiiiia,  it  i* 
iMC  silrpiritittg/  The  En^h  offlceM  hare  mad^ 
tiate  plaees  in  (hts  hbnMi  they  octopy  *  bat  I  did 
net  find  *it  neceBsaty  to  ha^e  one  before  ih6 

HHKctettto* 

Fliday,  I4ft.^I  get  oat,  after  breakflist,  in 
SKr  John  Blnart'a  baige^  to  we  the  ooagt;  and 
itttendbg  t*  go  to  fte  FVbna;  bnti  wheta  at  the 
Grotto^  (hidf  way)^  flie  VSk  and  moantains  werd 
80  obscured  in  clonds^  with  every  appearance  of 
•titfm  attd fitift,  that  t  patrabotit  And  MtMMidl: 

%  card-pwtf,  or  asiembly,  withoot  a  tapper^  it  «!••  oUWd  *  Jhj 

V 

•  4 


the  vj^MffS  fnMW  ,t}^  lMM:i>9ari  ^nio*^  9vi»:ine» 
and  always  afford  gratification. 

.  . '  '    '        .  r  "■  *■  ■        •        ♦  . .  ■ 

Several  ships  camft  i^  .t|MS  poming  thvongli 
tb^  FfHTO^  and  thci  Fr^nch^  as  ]umal>  caaooiwded 
them :  and  tbii^  day  there  was  yeiy  heavy  iring* ; 
our  gun-boats  went  oi»fe  and  ,^toodt  over  tovaffif 
St.  Geovapi^  p9  return,  (he  fQipf^inent  on  ikm 
town;  bqt  the  appejG^rance  of  «torm  and  ba^ 
weath^.  made  th^m  -  rfCurn  also. '  It  is  smpjmng 
that  tbe-Fr^nd).  peffsevfye  ^n  firing  at  mercfaanf 
ships,  pasfliing  tlie  PajTp ;   they  seldom  do  tbeni 
any  material  damage;   wjiereas  the  shot  and 
shells  fired  from  our  boats  into  ibeir  town  an^ 
barracks  great^  jiyures  .thei{i.    They  have  beeq 
repeatedly  sent  to^  f^nd  informed^  that  ^e  wooM 
not  fire  on  the  town^  except  when  they  fired  at 
merchant  ships.    ^  Mei^  of  war  are  conwdered 
fair  objects ;  but  whenever  they  fire4  at  ai|  iin« 
armed  vessel  ^.  gun*boat&  woyld.  attf^rk  St. 
Geoyani  i — s^jl  thjey  pei^severe. 


Saturday^  15th.— A,Srcpi»»:wa9  hang»d  ^k 
day  for  repeated  robberies^  and  setting  fire  to 
houses*  I  saw  the  qieration  from  a  genUfiOiaa'p 
house  opposite  the  place  of  execution.  The 
Sicilian  mode  is  certainly  merciful  to  the  male* 
factor^  though  in  appearance  very  shocking  ;*-^ 


COKOBEVB  ROCKETS.  963 

one  fibHo#^fftiA^^  t&e  sboQlden  of  the  criminah 
mnd>  of  cdmephts  i^ck  is  immdUately  broke; 
and  another  hangs  by  his  legs  all  the  time  he  i$ 
on  the  gibbet. 

I  am  sorry  to  addl^  that  it  has  been  necessary 
to  cxecate  several  soldiers  in  this  army.  One 
aMM  lately  loaded  his.  mmqnet;  aod  shot  the 
Serjeant  of  his  company  before  the  vfaole  goardi 
and  was^  of  course^  hanged. 


'  lflth/^-«-7%erjnometer  at  fifty  degrees ; .  wind 
north ;  CahhtiaA  mountaina  covered  with  snow ; 
Md  yet  m  very  fine  day. 

ft 

^Rie  Commander  of  the  forces  reviewed  the 
gitiHery.  A  ship^  with  Congreve  rockets^  arrived 
lately^  and  diis  day  Sir  John  Stuart  ordered  an 
esperiment  with  them  :  their  force  and  noise  is 
]pr«»digioo»;  they  went  nearly  three  thousand 
yafds^and  set  fire  to  some  timber  where  they 
fell.  At  8  o'clock,  P.M.  when  perfectly  dark, 
a  diicbargB  of  these  rockets  was  repealed; 
great  mimfans  of  people  went  out  to  see  itt 
but^  in*  their  nig^t  appearance,  there  seemed 
liltfe  dife^enee  between  them  and  a  common 
rocket,  except  in  their  noise.  These  rocfcetn 
cost  about  twenty-five  shillings  eagh,  and  tre 
of  three  sorts :— ^ne  with  a  smaU  shell  to  burst ; 


ene  wiA  a^  calmss  to  sot  ito  to  teytylMft  t  and 
tlie  tUrit  with  a  ahrapnel  riiett,  c(DatoUBi%  fiM^ 
iftosket  bollelB, 

• 

The  dimate  of  Sicily  has  rix  numtfas  of  ex* 
tiMMly  hot  itfeatber^  and  towacda  tte  Vcmal 
fMioinoix,  tm(^  montht  of  ■term  and  tonreoli  of 
nin ;  for  faar  monlha  it  li  the  mtel  deiightfU 
tfhute  la  the  worldL 

•  •  • 

22nd. — Stromboli  was  this  day  m  nmUbuB^ 
kU>'as  the  son  shbne  on  AoCyabtiaii  ooi»C^ 
towards  afternoon  orery  object  ihtn  was  twgr 
distinct.  I  could  see  the  sentries  oa  pliu^  ^m 
possible  with  my  glass^  and^  indeed,  ahnost 
with'  the  naked  eye.  They  are  now  nfmUktg 
fh^lto  Oistie>  which  we  attemptod  to  Uow  «p 
two  yean  ago;  and  ate  also  eraettng  some  te^ 
mnjabfe  batteries  for  heavy  gana  along  the  oefst 
The  distance  here  across,  does  not  seas 
thaa  OM  mile  ted  a  half  Engliah^  at  the 


We  walked  roond  to  the  hnt-faamcks,  hddy 
l>ocaj>ied  by  the  h8lh  Rgiaent,  and  now  fay  the 
Slst;  but  they  are  so  badly  finished,  aadaocoU 
in  this  season,  at  night,  that^  m  one  hrgo  roemj 
fod;  officers  have  pitched  their  tents^  by  which 
they  have  good  shelter* 


is  in  a  strong  Bitnation^  and  tbe  masaw*  wdfk 
^rdl  done ;  bat  is  yet  without  cannon  in  it, 
UMgmnhtSi  tr  bon^pnofs*  Thto  «mI  here 
im  all  Mftdf,  andiiftt  ppodtfcM  viMa^  the 
wine  of  the  J*a^o  ii  imy  ^^owL  -  The  ^xa^ibM 
M  inigkt  are  wvy  mfcnaiae;  Atid»  from  tba  4oi|i 
«ud^  Yery  fatagnitig  to  oQameni  menu  A  lit*' 
He  nader  tbis  sand,  there  ife  a^atratam  of  Teiy 
hnid  stuff  Vke  Mone  and  mortar;  ii  nn  ftam 
the  JPkao  infiariBre  n>and  Id  the sninth,  and 
•aassea  .toiCbnafiri;  at  .abeal  th#ee  ftet  nader 
the  sand^:  it  is  *  like)  a  tfoch.  1  saw  the  loaa^ 
drtirniSj  and  some  farokaa  ped^tais  of.  the 
dob^Qs.  of  N^ptmie'a Temple,  aitaated  here; 
Istfld  ranaiai  4f  it^  exocft  the .  lonadatioas ; 
«faiel^  ffom  Old  eaaaUeaee  of  ..the  nwrtar  or 
(aapBBt  ia  BOihard,  they  eaattot  bneah.  it  arHfe 
|te  heit  psckaaea;  aod,  as  it  is  ia  tbe  vaf 
af  ooaiaof  their  pedjeotad  warha,  they  witt  be 
aU«ad  to  Uut  it  W^  nalktd  teiiad  the 
)ahe%*  after  des«ndiag  from  the.  Badeah^  and 

•  *•  4  4* 
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*]saoa^«rilit  watma  #f  tbt  taflMiaai  «f  11*^  iii^aiHC 

fli«t  IhcM  l^ikei  were  entifely  dried  119  by  that  coiiTttliioii»  tbovgh 
every  SngUifl  officer,  who  }at  been  Ut  %iaij,  knowi  tb^  contary^.*^ 


MS  nna'8  mkwnu.: 

dfedled  on  Ma|ar  Betvei  (oCltbe  Sltti  MgMfe*fat) 
8t  Gonsari^ 


•  * 


Thi  road  atong  tbe  coast  to  the  Fam 
inftde]ately>  and  is  excdlent ;  the  dMlance  nine 
Ailei  by  land  .or  by  water.  The  new  militaij 
voads^  made  up  tbe  nonBtains  for  horses  %nd 
males,  are^  in  aany  places,  almost  perp^idicii^ 
iar.  Foramesith  befinre  Christmas,  theaKran* 
faineeis,  who  {day  on  a  miserable  sort  of  htag^ 
pipe,  sai^h(as  was  in  ase  in  ifae  time  of  Virgil^ 
eome  into  the  towns,  and  perambulate  the 
fliareets  in  the  night,  to  the  great  annogFance 
of  bad  deepen;  and  reaHy  make  as  mnfik 
noise  as  .Mac  Nab,  or  any  Highland  dn^ 
with  a  doaen  'faag«fipes,  could  desire.  Some 
of  these  fellows  havo  been  hrUbcA  to  go  £f> 
ferant  times  to  the  doors  of  certain  peraoD% 
to  make  as  much  noise  as  possiUe  in  the  night ; 
most  of  the  houses  here  being  let  in  floon^ 
or  flats,  as  in  Edinburgh,  and.tbe  stairs  opai  and 
common  toall:  before  morning  the  pipers  mn  oi^ 
and  do  not  return  again  till  after  an  interval 
of  a  day  or  two ;  the  people  are  all  vary  angry, 
and  vow  vengeance;  but  the  authors  of  this 
amnsing  hoax  have  not  been  fennd  out  yot  ^— 
many  a  curse  the  pipers  get :  indeed,  without 
these  extraordinary  efforts,  the  annoyance  is 
sufficiently  great« 


.  The  liigfaer  a  maii  it  ledged  in  Mmim  Urn 
more  fiBhionaUe  ;-*«  most  inoonyraienl  eilaAite 
in  a  holt  climate :  a  fint  floor  is  not  an  a  par 
with  a  garre£  in  London :  it:  is  verj  tiriBBonir  to 
Ita^e  to  ■K>nnt  always  up  to  the  tep  of  ah#^ 
hoviie. 

The  Theatre  closes  three  weeks  at  thia  tisM 
of  tbeyear^ — ^twohefore^  and  one  after«  Christ* 
mas^  which  the  Sicilians  kment  mneh,  as  it  i« 
their  chief  annisenieat 

84(th.— ^A  very  fine  day;  alUMH^h  a  htde 
6xe  is  comfortable  after  dinner^ .  yet  1  geaei^ 
rally  breakfiBist  with  my  windows  opeii^ 
which  shews  the  comparative  mildness  of  this 
dimate  in  Winter.  I  find  a  coasidi^Ue  diftiige 
in  my  health  for  the  better^  tfinee  wje  have  hed 
G6ld  weather^  or  rather  a  cessation  tif  the  Utr 
nhleheat 

'  1  went  this  day  tothe  Madre  Chiesa,  it  beiog 
Christmas  Eve :  there  was  an  exeeHent  bend  of 
iriolhisv  &c.  at  10  o'clock  at  night.  The  Chttn:h 
Iwas  iHaminated ;  and  thoe  was  good  niasiti  till 
mid-ni^t,  wlmi  ihey  perfocmed  high  m«HJ 
it  ended  near  2  o'clock  in  thejtnitfniiig^  .  They 
did  not  expose  the  image  of  a  child  at  the  «|||||S 


to  npimrt  ifae  VUhity,  m  is  mmA  %  and 
nMdi  I  feoolMt  0Miii|^  m  great  paifrctiM^ 
naiiy ]mM i^  at Legiioriu  TheefMlofdw 
oraticj  the  lights^  tbe  senriee^  aad  the  crowdi 
aif  people^  AiriBg  the  dariaeas  of  aii4-niglil^ 
kad  its  sablimity^  and  was  interesting.  The 
philosopher  might  here  moralize  on  haman 
inttlUKtimia ;  the  effixsts  of  early  prejvilces; 
Iha  hypocrisy  of  a  largt  portion  of  the 
Priests;  and  their  hearers ;  and  the  felly  and 
superstition  of  the  remaining  part  I  cannot, 
however^  help  declaring  my  opinion^  that  some 
isKgioQs  sapcvslkion  is  as  necessary  te  keiep  the 
iesrar  order  in  saboidinatioa^  as  thefear  of  pan^ 
ishiaent 

t6ai.^The  Gwtfda  Redenbt,  novr  boikUag,  is 
fMHOMl  fiiidt  with  hy  soase  good  jndgM;  but  its 
iMaalioQ  is  eerlahilf  eacdlent^  commanding  tiie 
beach  north  to  the  Faro^  and  south  to  fiahader 
de  Greci^  likewise  the  Guarda^  Fumara^  and  the 
kaaeii  under  aad  opposite:  it  stands high»  but 
If  ieaMwandfd  by  higher  ground  near  it,  oa 
nMA,  no  doubts  a  tower  will  bebuilt,  and  the 
worim  eonaeeted^  as  tiie  engineers  am  so  iimd 
of  fpendiiig  asauy.  Never  was  th«tie  a  finer 
dsgri  aadltirfnkitiaaswaraiasJdy,  HiBag^ 


UIMWJH— t  Ht 

MilhflMka  iitr  fkfniin^  at  MmiiiiMi 


jAH0A»r  li^  18U.rr*<Tte  SiciliMi  caHep  on 
tbif  diy>  «q4  adopted  bjr  tke  Bngliitt,  »  a  wm» 
yerml  vitiUiig;  Ac  a  ntfket  of  it  i«.  tluNig|4 
igvite  t«  Mwidt ;  what  a  tuesomo  msta  «f  tinet 
jUI  pcraoM  «£«tB  e«flojr«d  the  wbote  day  at  tbii 

2iid. — ^I  went^  the  second  time^  to  the  Capo- 
duAGonvest:  it  h  kife;  sod oom «MijbUQedl 
one  hudieA  vonka,  and  bad  a  (mt.  lUimiry  t 
What  m  faeoMie  ef  the  hrethfen,  iiAleaa  4bef 
Iftie  died  afl^  I  eannot  aajr :  bttt  the  Copvient  it 
aiHT  a  liBitinfy  hoi^ital  Bod  partiy  Ia  ?8^  All 
that  now  remains  of  Fort  Mattagriffoni  ia  Om 
Telegraph  Tower.  Here  onr  Richard  Coeur  da 
LiM  wwtewd^  ill  hit  w^  to  Palettiat. 

TUa  ia  TwaWh  Niglbtp  and  in  htipk  im 
■i*  aa  in  England.  ▲  aort  of  fhow  «Ml 
4mgimam}f  made,  is  exhibited  on  a  MMfl 
alagat,  in  the  largest  vaom  in  the  bauae;  ill 
which  cTeiy  thing  in  the  warid  smas  rqplw 
sented  in  miniature-figures^ — ^viz.  houses,  raeo* 
aaimak  of  all  sorted  ira^  gatdons,  {itiu» 
towns,  ifpreoB^  mountains,  vood^  fiowss^  wSk^ 


Carrteget,  ehtfiiB/boattf;  hiidB/ teuffUm  vok-nim, 
Wnd  modem  ones^  churcbeft,  Ac.  Ac.  uid 
in  a  corner  the  Tii^in  and^the  Baailiiiw  J«tt 
Cbristo^  with  the  Kings  from  the  East;  snch 
fmrfs  as  shdnld  be  in  motion  are  so ; '  and  the 
whole  is  well  lighted:  it  goes  on  all  nigMj  iind 
a  constant  succession  of  people  cohie  to  see  it : 
Perhaps  there  may  be  a  dozen  in  every  city,; 
and  this,  is  their  mode  of  keeping  Twdfth  N^t 
I  went  with  a  party  after  dinner  to  two  of  themj 
and  they  are  certainly  worth  seeing. 

7th. — ^As  fine  a  day  as  any  of  ours  in  Angiist. 
I  intended  to  set  out  for  Palermo  the  first ;  but 
I  have  been  so  strongly  advised  to  visit  the 
Lipari  Islands^  and  bear  so  much  of  Volcano 
and  Strombdi^  that  I  have  determined  to  visit 
them. 

A  flag  of  truce  came  over  in  the  evening : 
no  particular  news.  On  these  occasions^  they 
always  send  the  Prehcb  and  Neapolitan  papers : 
three  fellows  also  got  a  boat^  and  deserted  from 
Calabria  to  us.  The  difference  in  the  length  of 
the  day  at  this  season  with  us^  and  in  this  lati- 
tude, is  very  apparent. 

11th. — ^The  people  have  been  much  alarmed 
these  three  idays,  expecting  an  earthquake^  io 


^MieqMtoM  of  e  gilMt  ilioiil  ojF  tmall  flfh  •!>- 

<Us«i^  9im(irv9d ibefive  wit :  Imt they  iireMfliljr 
^rlMd,  Jttd  fly  to  fmploEe  prote<^i<m  from 
tiieir  Saintt.  I  intalidQd  tp  go  t^it  4by  to  ifae 
poMJrt^tB  Antooii  Mam^  bit  it  Mrsp  qujte  in 
nubibUB. 

dT  ;McMi]ift>  being  rbii  King's  buKfa  cUuf :  H«  i* 
•  g<»ptiftahle«aiid  vtty  fumMmBM,  niter  ninetyj; 
but  |>6i€act  in  oU  his  iMulties ;  and  Mdiat  is  men 
wngufer  at  km  aiUraiiced  a^j  is  very  neat  and 
clean. 

Ait  nigbt^  the  Gonsetnor  ^we  a  Ml  si  the 
palace  in  honoor  of  tfie  day :  it  was  weH  at* 
tended^  aud  there  v«ere  plenty  of  fefirediinentf« 
The  Siciliafii  hnikm  wear  a  pvefgnon  «f  £ne 
dkiaond^ ;  Hbk,  with  a  carriage^  is  their  chief 
4^(penc&. 

Utth.— The-Canri^ftl  begins  this  day ;  tboiigl^ 
every  body  «eems  to  jcnow  what  it  is,  few  can 
^flne  it :  4bis  was  the  subject  of  convetrsatloa 
st  a  large  dinner  party;  at  M.  Mercati's.--^ 
Cdlond  ■  ■  "»  gave  ^  best  definition  I  bav^ 
heard  ;«'-4)eiBg  ksked  its  true  meanings  he  an* 
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8were<r:  '^  An,  in  all  Catholie  eoufitriv^  they 
'^  must  fast  during  Lent^  and  also  then  coniew 
their  sins ;  they  therefore  take  six  weela  of 
pleasure  immediately  before  Lent^  and  div 
what  they  please^  as  they  may  wipe  off  alt 
'*  at  once ;  and  this  six  weeks  of  dissipatioOy 
''  intrigue^  and  feasting^  is  called  Carnival/'    - 

]7th«— This  day  it  rained  in  tMrents ;  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  stir  out :  I^  however^  got 
as  iar  as  the  News  Room^  whidi  is  in  theMme 
street  that  1  live.  This  establishment  has  beea 
formed  by  the  British  officers^  and  is  a  very 
good  one.  » 

18th.— «Our  Queen's  birth  day^  contrary  to 
every  probability^  a  very  fine  one.  At  10  o'clock 
Sir  J.  Stuart  held  a  levee ;  and,  at  noonj  the 
royal  artillery^  dragoons^  and  fourteen  battalions 
of  infantry^  formed  in  line  on  the  sands^  front 
Contessa  to  the  Citadel,  full  three  miles :  Fort 
Gonzani  fired  twenty-one  guns,  and  the  troops 
three  rounds  in  feux  de  jaie;  lastly,  the  gun- 
boats, which  anchored  opposite  the  beach,  fired 
three  rounds.  The  French  had  a  fine  view  of  it 
The  regiments  came  in  from  the  Grotte  Gon- 
zani, the  Faro,  and  Salvador  de  Greci :  tea 
thousand  men  were  under  arms ;    After  this  th^j 
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toaircb^d  pwt  tlw  royd  stinndlurd,  and  siliited* 
f  believie  there  ia^not^  for  its  aumben,  afinctf 
army  in  Europe/ arid  so  heldthy:  and  lydl/apt 
pointed.  At  night,  Sk :  John  gave  a  magnifident 
IwiH,  which  ^ra»  weU:  attended :  Ite  also  had  a 
^ke-work  in  the  «tieet :  the  best  1  evevsaw^  and 
jcbodaicted  by  Sicilians,  who  ekcel  in'  this  art.-«^ 
.The  Svdlian  ladi^  wore  a  pro^bSoki  :<Mf  beanliltal 
diamonds ;  and  t^ere  it^$  an  eXqeijtent  aupt>^«  /w 


..  :19th.--^-^  J6hh.  got  French  '  patters  trim 
Cdabria;  by  a  flag  of  .truce ;  and  London  news 
with  Parliamentary  proceedings  of  the  }8th  of 
J]toC8mber.  '  I  dined>  at  Contessa,  with  the  21st 
Regiment,  and  rode  home  with .  Chrattan.  Tha 
<night  was  so  dark»»  thatj  the :  Migor  would  not 
Tide,,  but  walked  with  another  officer  :-^Jiict£Sl 
i»  ScgfUam  qtdvuU  vitare  Cafybdim  !  He  fell 
doWn  neto  the'  town,  and  unfortunately  \mkt 

his  arm,  and  dislocated  his  elbow. 

•     .f 

•-        . .       . .  •.'..». 

20th. — ^I  intended  to  set  Out  for  Mebzio  t6f 
morrow;  but  tte  Miyor's  accident  will  preres&t 
me  for  some  days,»  as  he:is^  at  present,  in  a  hdp» 
less  slate. 

^O^hi^Aft^  ten  days  of  very  bad  w^tbei^ 
we,  at  last,  havt^^  a  fine  day.    I  set  oat  at  11 
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o'okpek^  with  Mt.  <farall8D>  «id  rode  to  Ue^ 
imaby  tfvieiity^bar  miles:  A  pot  oif  the  Mai 
is  T^^ty.  good ;   bttt  move  ftfam  <Ipif  tisbrenRiir 

fiMTton  <adl  side  to  Manium^  aad  west  M  lie»* 
Into,  with  Strdtabdt  and  die  lipiiri' IiImmI^ 
t»  five  irideed.  The  country^  as  ftr  as  Bpada 
Hl##,  i«  iH  MHy  and  vdcanie,  tet  inteve^tiig. 
JegM^ifi[iMr^tt%  sititftad,  liiit  a^oor  town.;  finMH 
a  little  beyond  it^  the  road  is  nearly  impassable. 
WkoBe  miletr  before  our  corrirai  at  £^pad&Firo, 
fpe  met  «  tfetadiment  ctf  the  Tial  de  Notd  irti^ 
gocftis;  aiid^  as  i  had  se«t  oa  Ae  nnks  mifk 
laybag^gage;  1  Mrin  <Jb%eA  to  dsk  the  imdi: 
Hie  officer  pdKtdy  cane  witt  us  hunseif ;  ini^ 
ai  ^«da  FViro^  I  got  an  ^oiderly  dnigoaa  «o 
liiew  tts  the  way.  WiUiout  a  ^de  Mfe  newr 
toald  hate  accomplished  it ;  and  the  road  ^ms 
hi^n  teo.deep^  Hmt  the  horses  sink  heariy  to  their 
bodies.  The  bad  roads  about  £laa  uk  all  liaii 
knobs^  rocks^  and  masses  of  rough  lava-;  this 
tiie  coatrary^  tet  woxu,  as  a  road,  Mng 
thrragh  a  bog.  Spada  Faro  k  a  poor  Mii^^ 
vilhge,  near  the  sea:  an  old  oastle,  now  a 
barrack,  is  its  principal  building:  Hitherto 
the  country  was  all  mountainous:  but  from 
hence  to  Mela^zo  is  flat  for  about  &ur 
aalos.    The  deep  boggy  tso^,  boirwer>  ftth 


AoMt  gocNl  corn^  (hough  diswt  a  alongh; 
bttt  the  last  tinee  mites  is  over  a  ftne  sand, 
like  a  rilliiig-iMniie;  aeithar  too  hand  nor  too 
4Mf,  and  is  as  fine  a  horse^soad  as  possiUs. 
Wa  arrived  at  fi  o'elacl^  the  distance  is  not 
maaonyed^  b«t  faanet  he  less  than  twemij^fiMir^ 
amd  is  called  twaaty-eigfct  mites :  it  took  ns 
Jtisit  six  hours  at  a  walk.  MalaAao  is  fiadjr  sita^ 
arled^  and  looks  wall  as  one  af^pnsaefaes ;  it  is 
ftbofo  a  matt  lo^g. 


91st.-~I  got  qntttess  last  night  at  Baron 
Viroto's^ — ftae  rooans^  fine  gpiiding  and  paints 
mg,  aftd  a  good  bed ;  but  many  articles  of  the 
faymilMO  certainly  .hinr^  nevet  been  dusted  since 
they  were  made. 

As  I>had  aacampavia;  and  an  order  for  a  gun- 
toat  to  attend  me  to  lipavi  fiomthe  division  al 
Melimo;  DocterMosefy.andMr.Cnidey  accom* 
panied  ut.  We  sailed  at  1 1  o'clock^ .  with  two 
gun-boats^  and  the  scampavia:  the  wind  was 
fidbr^  and  we  got  on  wdl  fw  two  bours^  when 
it  fell  calm;  we  therefore  went  on  board  the 
scampavia^  and  took  to  the  oats :  We  reached 
Lipari  at  6  o'clock. 

The  promontory  of  Melazz0  exteoiis  nearly 
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three  miles  beyond  the  town;  is  n^dl  planted 
with  oliyes,  and  seems  a  fine  country.  At  thd 
point  is  a  light-house :  the  ground  very  bigh ; 
though  looking  at  it  from  Etna^  or  even  from  the 
hills  of  Messina^  it  appears  quite  fiat.  We  had 
a  pleasant  run  to  Lipari^*  and  pass^  Volcanoi 
which  is  smoking  much  :  The  town  and  castle 
of  Lipari  is  beautifully  situated.  We  are  lodged 
at  the  British  Consurs :  the  Governor  came  and 
asked  us  to  supper,  and  a  very  good  one  he 
gave  us  :  he  seems  a  truly  worthy  man ;  he  lives 
in  the  castle/  which  stands  high.  Th6  air  feels 
cold ;  but,  even  at  this  season  of  the  year,  w^ 
could  walk  on  the  terrace  in  the  evening  with-' 
out  hats,  to  admire  the  prospect  of  theseaancl 
rocks  by  moon-light. 


-  Friday,  February  1st.  —  On  our  Arrival  hst 
evening,  the  Govemor,f  a  number  of  officers^ 
and,  as  I  thought,  all  the  constituted  authorities 
of  Lipari  came  to  pay  their  respects  j   bjuit  thif 


.  *  Tbesc  Vo)p$oic  I^aodf.  go  by  the  fceiieral  nattie  «f  the  JEoliaa 
(called,  of  late,  the  Lipari.) 

f  M.  Torrecellas,  Governatore. 
D.  Mestgen,  Commasdaiite. 
R.  RoderigUes,  British  Contul^ 
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0ionnig>  befiyre  nine^  my  anti-iroon  ivas  foil  of 
effioerB  and  baroDs^wiih  the  GoTemor  and  Bishop ; 
in  shorty  such  a  leree  as  wonld  have  made  some 
fig^nre  in  Dublin  Castle :  Greeks  Albanian «  and 
Sicilian  officers^  and  all  full  dressed.  Having  had& 
fittle  conrt  education^  I  got  through  tolerably  well ; 
andj  with  Grattan  and  Orotley^  as  Aid-de-Camps, 
and  Doctor  Mosely^  my  Grand  Chamberlain, 
had  as  much  stale  and  parade  as  any  one  could 
dfesire:  a  guard  of  honour^  with  every  other 
attention^  were  paid.  When  we  embarked  for 
VokMio>  the  Marino  was  lined .  with  people : 
theiv'tivility  and  attention  I  ca:n  never  forget ; 
hmi  wanld  willingly  have  ^xused  all  this  parade. 
We  sailed  from  hence  to  Volcano  ;*  but  the 
above  business  of  etiquette^  and  the  necessity 
^  sftowing  every  civility  in  return/  delayed 
us  iBO  much,  that  it  was  11  o'clock  before 
we  v^ere  clear  of  the  port     We    arrived  at 


9"*' 


Infala  Sicamnin  jmta,  latof  JUliftmqoc^ 
Elisor  Liparen,  fumantibus  ardua  saxu; 
Quam  subter  specoa  et  Cydopum  evesa  camini< 
Antm  JExnea.  tonanty  Talidiqiie  incudibus  ictusy 
Audtti  referant  gemituniy  itriduntque  cavernis 
Strictune  Chalybumy  et  fomacibus  ignis  anbelat; 
Vulcaoi  domusy  et  Vulcania  nomine  tellua. 

Vine.  £ms.  lib.  viti,  v.  4}6. 
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Vokaho  in  m  hcnnr,-^!  think  iUm  iktmat  fi%e 
rniles :  We  get  to  the  tdfi  of  the  igreal  iMnui^ 
tain  in  a  little  rittee  than  aifoUiAr  hotTi  yib. 
^■91 1  o'doek,  P.M.  The  difflcalt^  tud  dug»tf 
ia  some  [duces  wav  gteki  indeetf^^^fiv  mora 
titin  at  fitnk )  Our  gutdel  were  eMcettent»r  toA 
aens^ral  Mten  acecnkipiiLAied  m*;  but  lamt  oi 
timn  eiflie  4tmed^  and  with  t  trMp  of  dags  ;*'h> 
i  great  annoyanee^  ibp*  the  degs  tiimbled  Ibfl 
atoacB  on  n ;  and  the  Caciatoiies*  itnmbled  s# 
often^  and  carried  dieir  guns  to  veij  caralaMlf^ 
that  1  reminded  theiB^  we  eaaae  to  ejq^an^  « 
Yoicane^  and  net  on  a  shooting  p^stj:  L  tl»Kk 
fate  Mqaested  the  sperttmen  ta  Ii^lo  emfDn^ 
direction^  and  bate  th^  Vekano  to  tui« 

The  dittMlty  of  the  ascent  mti  ffcat,  hnng 
mtit  frifktfttl  prtcipioes,  ititb  amtody  any 
Mol<fing'  for  tbe  feet ;  uad  siMne  of  oar  bootltf* 
crew,  who  came  up  to  carry  my  sack  and  box 
fiff  speeimens,  wi&  rt^es  for  oar  deseeat  into 
the  crater,  were  really  much  frighted ;  and  more 
than  once  we  had  to  pass  along  a  nairow  patb« 
where  the  least  false  step  was  inevitable  destruc-^ 
tion.    We  afterwards  looked  at  the  nlaces  we 


Caciaton  ia  Italian  for  Sportsmaii. 


pBMtd  wkh  iitoniBhaient  Doctor  Motelyy  Mil 
Mff eral  Sicifitn  officers^  were  Mttsfidl  with  giiin* 
kig  the  top^  and  looking  into  the  crater :  tliey 
wonld  not  go  down.  Here^  ihdetd^  deacrif^tt 
Mk  me :  I  iMTe  seen  Yeravins  and  both  tidei 
df  Etna^  and  I  bad  heard  much  tt  VofcaiM, 
but  bad  no  idea  of  the  tingalar  nagniftcqace  it 
ppttents.  To  ate  it  k  weH  worth  all  tba  trouble 
And  etpenca  of  a  voyage  from  fingteed :  The 
crater  appeain  to  me  about  the  size  <tf  that  of 
VeMtiiM ;  aAd,  indeed^  in  thia,  eAoerii  who  ha^e 
htely  ieen  Vesvfitis^  agvee.  Etna  k  nittdi  larger  ; 
bat  Voieano  fbr  e&ceeds  either  as  an  olject  of  na- 
trnX  imriosity :  It  is  still  a  burning  mountain^ 
and  affording  the  greatest  variety  of  voleanic 
productions  that  can  be  conceived.  The  inte- 
rior of  Vesttfins  is  more  inlerestkig  than  Btna^ 
whioh  is  mastly  a  Mack  mass^  and  is  diriotis 
fima  its  Immensity^  and  the  nember  el  minor 
Yokanlc  ySk  atvd  crators  withiiv  it,  aH  smoking, 
Md  i*  aetivity.  Vesuvius  is  a  Meito  termine 
between  the  coal-dust  appearance  of  Etna^  and 
the  perfection  of  Volcano.  Volcano  affords  every 
tMng  that  the  naturalist,  the  pMlesopber,  w  the 
oafioa^  tmveH^r  can  desire  in  this  branch  ef  m^n* 
rat  history.  I  tAmll  always  think  of  the  day  with 
jfiMmri:  Mr^  Crotley,  Grattan,  two  «f  tiie 
Sicilian  oflteersj  and  myself  went  down  inio  the 


<mter : '  the  descent  was  difficidt^  and  took  nearly 
an  hour;  Mf^  gQt  to  the  bottom  at  half  past 
8  o'xrlock^ — I  remained  scrambling  about  the 
Volotno  till  4  o'clock ;  with  some  difficulty 
I  got  the  g^ide  to  go  with  me,  over  some 
tieaps  of  this  volcanic  matt^r^  to  a  spot  on 
the  .^^posite  side  of  the  crater,  from  whence 
thtfre  issued  a  hot  spring:  the  water  .1^ 
ptitfeditery  clear.  Before  this,  Gbiattan  and 
1  we^e  almost  suffocated  and  burned;  every 
button  <>f'  my  coat  was.  turned  black  by  the  smoke 
^nd  sulphur,  and  the  epaulets  ruined ;  the  Sicj* 
lian  officers^  who  came  down  with  us,  had  un-> 
luckily  new  unifoi!9s  on^  m^  they  were  tptaUy 
spoiled* 

This  Volcaiio  has  the  advantage  of  affiNrd^ 
ing  every  possible  volcanic  producticm^  with 
active  fire,  smoke,  and  a  boiling  like  a  tre- 
mendous furnace  j — ^we  might  suppose  all  the^ 

steam  engines  i^  England  were  collected  in  thia 
place. 

The  rich  variety  of  sulphurs,  vitriol,  1x9%. 
almuj  8alt-petr(^,  and  obsidiaa,  or  volouiic  gias8«.. 
in  a  perfect  state  of  fusion,  all  so  hot  as  to  re^ 
quire  great  caution  in  collecting  the  specimeitfA 
abundantly  repay  the  visitor  for  his  troiO^Ie,    .. 


*  This  day  wAs  most  deUgiitfuDy  piemd^  thou^ 
lunidst  smoke  and  sulphurous  exhalation^  which, 
in  other  situations^  would  have  beeil  Intblerable  t 
two  hours  is  much  too  short  a  space  for  the 
examination  of  this  singular  Volcano :  often  did 
4he  gpiides  call  me  to  Come  away ;  but  this  is  theit 
common  practice^  both  here  and  at  Stromboli^ 
laid  E^a ;  but  it  should  not  alarm  the  travdier. 
It  took  exactly  the  Mme  time  to  descend  as  to 
ascend ;  an  observation  which  I  have  made  be- 
foTp  i\k  sin^ar  expeditions. 

There  are  cylindrical  fbrms^  and  also  crystals 
of  sulphur;  and  maqy  of  the  pieces  of  matter, 
which,  prcgect^  in  all  sorts  of  shapes^  from  the 
eides  of  Volcano,  are  found  to  contain  antimony 
as  well  as  alum ;  several  of  tiiem  appear  like 
petri&ctions  in  beautiful  groups^  from  slight  an4 
delicate  forms  to  large  massen. 

In  some  parts  the  mi^tter  is  in  absolute  fusion, 
like  that  in  a  glass-house,  and  clammy ;  by  put^* 
ting  in  a  stick,  it  f^dheres^  and  it  is  easy  to  take 
it  up,  and  when  it  cools  it  becomes  hardish ; 
bat  I  found  many  of  these  specimens  (with 
pvery  care)  in  a  feiy  months  dissolved,  and 
4unt?d  to  sulphurqus  water ;  and  it  stains  paper, 
jiinen,  or  any  tU^g  it  touches.    Not  only  su^ 


fikmoat^  wAy  but  mamtic  mad  h  te  be  fimnd 
heie;  vhick  ponibiy  ocouttoM  tbe  variety  of 
cdcnurs  tbat  the  kvat  have. 

It  »  certain  Volcano  had  erapttons  in  tbe 
time  ef  Thacydidesy  fire  hunted  years  before 
Cbiiai ;  but  what  greater  antiqoity  it  has^  is  im* 
{KMaiUe  to  gnen :  liistorie  records  are  too  scanty 
to  npfiy  earlier  iwfortiiation. 

'        ,  •    •       •  ■ 

Volcano  has  been  active  for  a^  ;  and  is 
so  still.  The  base  of  the  island  appears  a 
rode  of  black  kva :  but  tbe  snperstrncture  of 
the  whde  island^  as  well  as  the  immediate  cone 
and  crater,  is  composed  of  every  variety  of  vol- 
canic matter  ;-*-^piimice  of  different  sorts,  some 
Imtd,  some  brittle^  others  compact^  and  many 
fMTom;  dross  and  scoria  of  various  forms, 
and  of  different  weighty  and  density;  many 
vitrifications^  some  appearing  like  hard  black 
glaiss,  otibers  a  sort  of  green  easily  broke, 
and  assuming  the  form  of  stalactites :  tbe  sni* 
phuFB  are  of  all  colours^  from  light  buff  to  deep 
orange^  white^  green,  and  red:  there  are  alum, 
and  other  substances  mixed  with  vitriol^  which  tastes 
aharp^  and  burn ;  many  of  these  are  tinged  by 
mm,  and  in  a  variety  of  colours:  I  found 
pieces  of  pumice^  with  glass  in  circles  in  them^ 


IbitaMg  ntt#s"  Mmh  ^  4b^  mifkm  Si  iH 
powder ;  some  is  hard^  and  m  tfjdiiidiw  ud  iKfr 
ferent  fomui,  and  easUy  detached  from  the  parts 
to  tiOiich  it  is  friittfthed. 

^  ■  ^  ■ 

9Mm  the  aiie  of  (he  ciater,  half  my  at 
Aeacended,  a  ttpimg  of  bttliog  and  wJfJMMM 
waisriasutt.  Tbe noise is^  MtimeB,  groal,  «ol 
only  at  this  pointy   but  in  other  pttrts  4f  itka 

crater. 

I  •      .  ■    •  •  • 

» 

In  the  year  17S1;  Lipori  aid  Vohani^  moBtk 
mwdi '  injured  by  eaoAqimke  t-  mud  '¥6Icattd| 
aA«r  a  ipvtater  smoke  than  VfoA,  liMrew  up 
quantities  of  ashes* 

The  saflie  liapipeiied  in  t7S9^:  ithe  «riies  of 
Kohano  than  showered  oirer  ail  fte  fidiasi 
IrtuMb ;  and  the  jeartbquabe  ^^UMdsd  to  M «- 
hasim^  and  the  nooth  shore  lof  Sicsly. ' 

in  February  1771^  a  smdl  shock  of  eaetb** 
q^ke  was  followed  by  a  very  thick  black  snoiR 
fsom  Vokano  ;  at  nigbt  it  tknfw  up  a  cidaHNi 
eifm.  Difietettt  eruptions  and  shocks  took 
pkea  at  anteiwals  till  June  following ;  ittd  Hie 
ashes'  thrown  over  Lipari  did  great  damage. 


At  ih6  same  tiaie  MonMut  bloeks  of  nd  hot 
kva  were  thrMfii  op. 

Very  considerable  changes  take  place  in  iheM 
craters;  so  that  their  appearance  varies  verj 
urnah  at  dHff(^ent  times :  This  raSered  a  violent 
CMmnotioD  in  1736,  and  threw  out  stones  anA 
fin  for  near  a  fortnight^  and  a  great  ffmaHtj 
tt  hot  sand. 

» 

From  that  period  to  the  present  time^  there 

im  not  beea  any  eniption ;  alOioagfa,  as  I  have 

described,  fiiU  half  of  the  inside  of  the  enters 

'i^  so  far.  as  respects  fitsion,  smoke,  heat,  nmse^ 

&c.  &c.  now  in  complete  activity. 

» 

The  exercise  and  the  heat  of  the  Volcano 
CMxasioned  excessive  perspiration;  and  whaiC 
was  most  vexatious,  with  all  my  experience, 
I  made  no  provision;  and  yet  nothing  would 
have  been  more  easy. — What  would  we  have 
given  for  a  bottle  of  porter,  or  glass  of  wine, 
or  a  dry  shirt?  I  provided,  indeed,  for  the 
oligect  which  engrossed  my  mind,  viz.  the  ex^ 
mnination  of  the  Volcano,  ropes  to  descend 
over  precipi<ies,  tins  for  curious  and  deKeate 
sulphurs,  a  sack  for  hard  productions^  a  bos 
and  plenty  of  paper  for  the  more  delicate  spe^ 


cimeiis^  bttt  n#t  a  bottte'  ioif '  porteh  I  had  -eten 
toTgcft  my  boat  cAoak^  Trhtch  I  wtM  Mlrked  iat 
bring  with  me^  m  it  would'  h^  late  in  the  eVea«^ 
itig  before  we  could  retum>  and  vei*y  cold  on 
the  water>  particularly  after  our  exercise  and 
fktigue. 


.'i  J  • 


There  are  no  inhabitants  *  on  the  island  6f 
Volcano ;  the  north  side  is  quite  befrrisn  ;*  but 
there  ia  some  pasture  on  the  souths  and  great 
numbers  of  rabbits:    They  6ehd  large  herds  of 

^oats  from  Lipari  to  feed  in  that  |)art.        • 

.  '.  •     .....  .     •      .     '       '.'»«. J 

'  Though  Volcano  is  looked  upon  as  an  ektin^ 
fished  Volcano^  it  is  far  from  being  the  ease  j 
in  point  of  fact^  it  is  at  present  in  greater  atti* 
vity  than  either  Etna  or  Vesuvius^  which  only 
throw  up  smoke.  It  is  true  there  is  no  erup- 
tion  from  it ;  and  though  one  side  of  its 
crater  is  dormant^  the  other  is  a  complete  ftiri- 
nace. 


.  1 
<  i 


The  path^  by  which  we  climbed  up^  was  so 
dangerous^  that  all  parties  agreed  it  would  be 
impossible  to  go  down  by  it;  and  we  there^ 
fore  determined  to  descend  by  the  other  sid^^ 
where  the  oonkal  mountain  was  all  ashes  and 
tcoritt. 
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Tke  gtiie,  ftB  elderiy  QUm,  ncnrw  iiwl  dope  dM^ 
gnd  imde  ol^ctiw$  te  j<^;  hovever  ^?e  vetod 
agaiiut  him ;  wd  the  m^idUy  a]>4  ^Me  with^  wlwch 
ve  alaawt^  I  way  say^  flew  dairo^  was  astoojabiiigy 
and  veiy  pleasant :  it  wa«  like  the  Hwiaaier  rf 
Mount  Cenis.  The  Grotto^  mentioned  by  SpalbuBi^ 
zani^  was  near  the  sea ;  but  a  part  of  the  moun- 
tein  fell  over  aip4  desliroyed  H.  H^y^  th<e  Mick 
taad^  up  io  the  yiargin  of  the  seiij  19  to  ho^ 
that  x)MA  iCBn  scaroely  4ake  it  ^ :  I  took  np 
aome^  and  have  It ;  hut  it  was  fid)  h#t  I  omM  not 
hold  it^  and  was  oNigHi  to  WM  it  hom  (Ooe  himl 
to  the  other  till  cool.  A  few  yards  from  shore, 
the  sea  hoik  hfca  a  stroqg  Bp»a|^ :  siieh  H  the 
effect  A)(  the  wlww  Ate  h«re.  The  \Kater  is 
gp  deep  that  wr  ^scMipavia  cobld  <some  dim  ta 
theheadi. 

It  was  dark  when  we  got  badk  l^  LipaiL 
J  went  up  to  4ie  Ooi/Bernor'a  at  the  caid^ 
where  we  all  dined;  and  he  has  insisted  ob 
my  taking  up  my  quarters  with  him.  I  suffered 
g?eat  fktiffxt,  and  much  from  bedt  and  pecspi* 
ntion  this  dajr*  The  GoTerncor  gave  us  an  ezcdf 
Jeut  dinner  at  near  T  o'clock,  (a  bad  how  for 
them.)  The  9isfaop,  a  perfect  gendeman,  and 
pf  £ne  mattters  and  appea«aiice,  dined  wkfa  us. 
The  Governor's  lady  had  an  assembly  ki  Iha 
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;    and  it  "wbb  ptst  midnight  before  I 
could  retire  to  bed. 

Saturday^  2pd.^-^The    wind    did    not  allow 
UB  to  proceed  to  Stromboli:     After  breakfagt 

I  was  obliged^  in  eivility^  to  go  to  mass.  The 
old  town  of  Lipari^  and  the  Cathedral^  is  within 
the  castle  and  ramparts^  on  a  high  rock.    At 

I I  o'clock^  A.M.  we  walked  to  the  lower  town^ 
and  delayed  some  time  in  procuring  asses  to 
convey  our  party  to  the  baths :  I  had  the  Go- 
vernor's horse. 

The  Liparians  are  no  better  fanners  than  their 
neighbours  the  Sicilians.  The  vineyards^  how- 
ever^ produce  a  good  sweet  wine;  some  of  which 
is  exported.  What  corn  the  island  produces  is 
insufficient  for  its  consumption.  The  popula- 
tion is  estimated  at  fifteen  thousand.  The  fish- 
ery employs  a  proportion ;  but  is  not  carried  to 
any  extent.  In  this  day's  ride^  I  perceived 
enclosures ;  but  very  few  cottages  :  What  soil 
I  saw  turned  up  appeared  rich.  There  are 
no  great  proprietors  in  the  island^  except 
the  clergy,  who,  I  believe,  assisted  by  the 
Queen's  taxes,  leave  but  little  to  the  poor  inha- 
bitants. 
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The  baths  are  very  ancient^  situated  in  s 
valley  near  the  sea :  The  spring  is  not  violent ; 
but  the  water  is  hot  enough  to  boil  an  egg  in 
three  minutes ; — it  is  highly  sulphureous ;  ^  the 
place  is  en  decadence.  One  bath  of  very  antient 
structure*  is  perfect^  but  surrounded  with  bram- 
bles^ rubbishy  and  ruins ;  and  is  all  in  disorder  and 
.  neglect.  I  again  forgot  my  thermometer ;  but 
Dr.  Mosely  believes  it  would  have  been  at  one 
hundred  degrees  in  this  bath^  which  is  vaulted 
over :  it  has  the  advantage  of  being*  a  liquid^ 
and  also  a  vapour  bath.  The  Liparians  talk 
ipuch  of  its  antiquity :  I  should  date  it  from 
the  days  of  Noah^  if  rude  architecture  denotes 
antiquity.  There  are  a  number  of  houses 
mostly  in  ruins  :  What  they  call  ^  dry  baths, 
are  some  miles  farther ;  but^  from  the  sample 
I  had  of  the  wet^  I  did  not  visit  them. 


*  lipari  wtSy  at  all  timeft^  famous  for  its  bathsy  and  I  have  no  doubt 
of  their  use  in  many  disorders. 

Kec  Insula  Tberniis  celebribus  ezomata  est,  balnea  ista  non  modo 
ad  bonam  valetudinem  segrotantibus,  multum  conferunt,  sed  pro  iin;u« 
lari  aquarum  genio  non  mediocreiiji  voluptatis  ft-uctom  prostant 

.   Dion.  Stc.  lib*  ▼« 

It  is  a  pity  these  baths  are  now  abandoned,  and  have  no  accommoda- 
tion near  them.  They  are  said  to  be  of  the  greatest  use  in  rhanmatism, 
scurry,  and  m  all  cutaneous  complaints. 
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Volcano  looked  well  from  the  hills^  and  sent 
up  volumes  of  smoke^  which  they  say  is  a  sign 
of  bad  weather. 

On  oar  return^  we  called  at  the  Bishop's^ 
and  then  went  to  our  good  quarters^  with  the 
Governor^  at  the  castle :  his  hospitality,  and 
the  friendliness  of  all  the  people,  exceeds  de- 
scription. On  our  way  to  the  baths,  we  called 
to  see  a  collection  of  minerals  and  volcanic  pro^ 
ducfions,  formed  by  a  captain  of  artillery. 
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CHAP.  X. 


Stromholi — Ascent  of  the  Volcano — Present 
State  of  the  Crater  —  Return  to  Lipari  — 
Extinct  Volcanoes  in  that  Island — Another 
Excursion  to  the  Island  of  Volcano. 


Sunday^  3rd. — We  sailed  this  mornings  in  the 
scampavia  gun-boat^  for  Stromboli^  at  10  o'clock^ 
A.M.  two  heavy  gun-boats  followed^  but  were 
soon  left  behind.  We  passed  the  island  of 
Panaria  about  1  o'clock^  P.M.  The  Moors 
landed  here  a  year  ago^  and  carried  off  nine- 
teen men^  women^  and  children ;  all  of  whom 
they  sold  in  Barbary.  The  view  of  the  castle 
and  town  of  Lipari  from  the  sea  is  beautiful. 
At  2  o'clock,  P.M.  we  perceived  a  large  gun- 
boat, and  three  small  barks,  bearing  down  upon  us, 
and  every  one  thought  them  enemies :  I  knew, 
however,  that  our  boat,  which  has  fourteei) 
oars,  as  well  as  lateen  sails,  and  goes  very  fest. 


co^ld  always  beat  them^  if  necessary  to  put 
about,  or^  at  least,  be  able  to  Join  onr  two  heavy 
boats.  I  directed  tbem  to  stand  on^  when  we 
w^re  within  ^n-sbot^  as  she  had  no  colours^ 
we  fired  a  shot  at  her^  which  she  at  first  did  not 
notice^  but  soon  after  fired  wide  of  us^  and 
altered  her  course^  hoisting  Sicilian  colovs. 
She  waa  a  Sicilian  privateer  gun-boa)t  and  had 
iiiad0  three  pri^ep,  which  were  In  compaAy* 
At  7  o'clock^  we  arrived  at  Strombolij  by  moon^ 
light ;  but  stood  round  the  island  in  order  to  see 
the  Volcano :  at  half  past  7  o'clock,  we  came 
opposite  and  just  under  it^  and  laid  to  near  an 
hour  to  look  at  it ;  there  was  a  great  smoke  and 
a  farious  fire^  which  would  have  appeared  better 
if  the  night  had  been  darker :  about  every  ten 
minutes  the  mountain  grumbled,  and  a  smal) 
eruption  took  place,  which,  fi)r  its  beauty  and 
singularity,  amply  repaid  the  trouble  of  the 
voyage.  The  English  Liparian  Consul  was 
with  us.  We  landed  about  9  o'clock.  Th^ 
poor  island  afibrds  but  miserable  accommoda* 
tion :  There  is  a  garrison  of  fifty  Greeks^  and 
a  Neapolitan  Commandant^  a  gentleman-like 
man,  who  insisted  on  giving  us  up  his  own 
room :  his  house,  one  of  the  best  in  the  island, 
consists  but  of  two  rooms,  and  a  small  kitohen ; 
in  one  room  Grattan,  Crotley,  and  I,  supped 
with  our  Commandant^   and  then  spread  our 

v3 
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maitrasses^  and  slept  as  weil  in  our  dothes^ 
as  officers  on  guatd  generalfy  do.  The  thermae 
meter  at  sea  this  day  at  nocHi^  and  in  shade^ 
with  a  good  breeze  from  the  souths    stood  at 

sixty-six  degrees. 

i .  .       . 

4th. — The  Commandant  gave  us  excellent 
coflfee  for  breakfast  We  set  out  for  the  Vol- 
cano at  half  past  10  o'clock ;  it  being  elooded 
brfore  that  hour. 

The  mountain  of  Stromboli  is  very  steep,  yet 
it  would  be  possible  to  ride  up  half  of  it ;  but 
they  have  neither  mules  nor  asses  in  the  island. 
The  day  was  hot,  and  the  ascent  very  difficulty 
far  more  so  than  that  of  Etna.  1  was  often  obliged 
to  rest,  but  determined  not  to  give  up,  if  1  could 
only  go  three  yards  at  a  time ;  some  places  are 
very  rough,  and  have  large  loose  rocks  and 
scoriae,  which  add  to  the  difficulty,  and,  in  other 
parts,  the  loose  cinders  are  so  steep  that,  out  of 
five  steps  three  are  lost.  It  took  us  more  than 
three  hours  to  get  to  the  top  of  Stromboli.  The 
crater  is  lower  down  in  the  side  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  people  go  to  the  top  in  order  to  look 
down  upon  it :  indeed  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  see  it  from  any  but  a  higher  place,  or  from 
the  sea ;  On  arriving  at  the  top,  and  in  a  great 
perspiration,    the  wind    and    cold  were  very 
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piercing.  The  moontain  was  now  moBt  nnfor- 
tunately  covered  with  thick  clouds  and  fog^ 
so  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  any  thing :  The 
top  is  all  volcanic  matter  and  snlpbur ;  and>  by 
the  least  scn^ping^  the  smoke  and  heat  come 
out.  Being  determined  to  wait  as  long  as  pos- 
sible^ in  hopes  the  fog  might  clear  away^  we 
scraped  the  grounds  and  lay  down  under  shelter 
of  the  brow  of  the  hiU^  in  the  warm  ashes ;— ^ 
the  wind  very  high:  Thus  we  remained  two 
hours  and  a  half>  when  most  fortunately  the 
wind  changed^  and  the  fog  entirely  went  off  i 
it  was  succeeded  by  a  very  great  smoke  from 
the  Volcano ;  but  which  did  not  prevent  our 
seeing  several  fine  eruptions  very  distinctly. 

There  are  two  craters^  but  small ;  and  every 
ten  minutes^  or  quarter  of  an  hour^  there  is  an 
eruption^  with  a  grumbling  noise  like  thunder, 
from  the  largest.  At  one  time,  the  wind  cleared 
away  the  smoke  for  a  few  minutes,  and  I  dis- 
tinctly saw  into  the  craters,  one  had  posi- 
tively the  appearance,  which  I  was  desired  to 
remark,  viz.  the  volcanic  matter  seemed  red- 
hot,  as  if  boiling  in  a  large  pan,  and  the  mo- 
ment it  rose  to  the  top  an  eruption  took 
place, 
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The   guides   \¥ere   very   discontented^    and 
greatly  frightened.    I  was  certain  I  couM  go 
down  much  nearer  to  the  crater  than  they  took 
us ;  however  they  represented  the  danger  as  too 
greats  and  absolutely  held  my  edi^  to  keep  Hie 
from  attempting  it.    Two  Ghreek  soldiers^  who 
came   up  with   us^    had    more   courage^   and 
I   descended  with   them:    There  was  no  dif- 
ficulty^   and  very  httie    danger   in    it      The 
guides^  however^  would  not  stir^  but  roared  oat^ 
they  would  have  nothing  more  to  say  to  mgf 
Excelltncy ;  and  that  I  should  infallibly  be  lost. 
Their  prediction^  however^  proved  fialse;  and 
Crotley  and  Qrattan  afterwards  came  down  as 
low  as  1  did. 

At  half  past  4  o'dock^  we  began  to  descend 
the  mountain^  and  by  another  way^  which, 
though  easy  to  run  down^  would  be  impossible 
to  ascend,  being  all  a  fine  volcanic  sand,  and 
nearly  perpendicular.  We  descended  in  one 
hour,  though  it  took  three  to  gain  the  summit."^ 


♦  Thore  is  neitlier  the  ▼arietjr  nor  beauty  in  the  volcaaic  matter  at 
Stromboli,  which  is  found  at  Volcano.  Strpmboli  in  this  resembles 
Etna;  and,  if  I  had  not  particularly  marked  the  specimens  I  took  up 
at  Stromboli,  it  would  be  impossible  to  distinguish  them  from  those 
I  took  np  at  Etna:  there  is  no  apparent  difleience.  I  speak  of  the 
mountain  and  crater,  and  not  of  the  chrystal  minerals  found  in  another 
part  of  the  island,  near  the  cave  or  grotto,  which  is  to  the  south. 


Xke  monnteiii  is  aknost  perpeadicidar  on  all 
sides. 

The  Prickly  Pear  and  viaes  grow  in  alma^ 
dance :  Wine  is  cheap  and  good ;  a  bottle  of 
^ood  red  wine  may  be  had  for  two-pence^  and 
excellent  muscat  for  five-pence.  Tb^  following 
are  Uie  degrees  at  which  the  thermometer  stood 
the  4th  of  February. 

Degrees. 

At  the  Commandant's  house,  at  10  o'clock, 

A,M 65 

At  half  way  up  Stromboli,  near  noon,*  •  •  •    €8 

At  the  top  Tery  cold,  and  blowing  hard  at 
half  past  1  o'clock,  P.M •  • « •    53 

At  the  Commandant's,  on  our  return,  at  6 
o'clock,  P.M 62 

At  8  o'clock,  Mr.  Crotley  and  1  ordered  a 
boat,  to  go  and  look  at  the  eruption  by  nigfat 
from  the  sea :  The  Sicilian  mariners  declared 
the  surf  was  so  high,  it  would  be  impossible : 
knowing  the  little  dependance  to  be  placed  on 
their  statements,  I  determined  to  go  down  to 
the  beach  myself,  and,  on  arriving  there  with 
Mr.  Crotley,  I  found  the  surf  so  trifling,  that 
]  at  last  persuaded  them  to  launch  the  boat.  It 
is  odd  these  people  are  so  afraid  of  the  least 
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roughoew  of  the  8ea^  for  tkey  swim  like  fish  : 
they  carried  us  into  the  boat^  and  in  about  an 
hour  we  came  just  under  the  crater;  I  took 
-an  eiact  drawing  of  it  in  the  day  as  we  sailed 
firom  Stromboli. 

We  landed  to  the  right  of  the  sand-hill^  and 
attempted  to  dimb  up^  but  it  was  not  possible : 
after  seeing  three  fine  eruptions  from  the  sea^ 
we  landed  again^  and  attempted  to  ascend  at 
another  place.  The  Sicilian  sailors  are  very 
active^  strongs  and  obliging^  so  that^  by  a  fee^ 
three  were  persuaded  to  come  with  us.  It 
really  was  a  mad  enterprize^  and  the  next  day 
I  viewed  the  place  with  astonishment :  by  dint 
of  labour  and  perseverance^  we  got  a  conside- 
rable way  up  :  The  moon  was  obscured^  and 
from  the  shade  of  the  mountain^  the  night  ^waa 
very  dark;  I  therefore  did  not  see  that  we 
were  so  immediately  under  the  volcano,  and 
in  the  exact  line  of  its  fire.  We  were  labo- 
riously ascending  in  darkness  and  silence,  when, 
suddenly,  an  eruption  burst  forth  with  an  explo- 
sion, the  more  awfiil  from  our  nearness  to  the 
crater,  which,  as  I  have  before  said,  was  on  this 
side  of  the  mountain :  the  sailors  cried  out, 
"  Poco,*'  and  ran  away  to  get  under  a  rock ; 
great  quantities  of  stones   tumbled  down  the 


STROMBOLI.  S99 

hill    Urith    those    thrown  up  from    the  crater 
and  two  hit  me^  one  on  the  arm, — a  small  one ; 
but  a  large  one  hit  me  on  the  side  of  my  leg ; 
had  1  received  it  in  fronts  it  must  have  hroken 
the  hone  :    these  were  not  hot^  but  two  red-hot 
stones  passed    close    to  Crotley's  head,    fortu- 
nately without  injuring  him.     It  was  now  high 
time  to  retreat,  and  give  iip  this  exploit,  which 
can  have  no  apology  to  excuse  its  folly,  except 
that  forgetfulness  of  danger,  which  objects  of 
^reat  curiosity  and  interest  sometimes  occasion. 
Just  after  we  had  got  into  the  boat,  and  were  clear 
of  shore,  the  greatest  eruption  we  had  seen  took 
place,   bringing  down  a  quantity  of  stone  all 
over  the  situation  we  were  in  but  a  few  minutes 
before :     some,  red-hot,  came  into  the  water  all 
about  our  boat,  and  obliged  us  to  row  further 
out,   where  we  could  admire  these  explosions 
in  safety.     It  was  mid-night  before  we  got  back 
to  our  quarters. 

5tb. — ^The  wind  was  fair  for  Lipari  this  morn- 
ing ;  but  the  ^ea  too  high  for  our  gun-boats  to 
venture  out,  and  indeed  it  blew  rather  too  hard 
to  cross  forty  miles  with  indifferent  sailors  : 
they  are,  however^  quiet,  sober,  and  good  na- 
tured  people.  I  often  think  how  we  should 
have  been  tormented  with  three  English    or 
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Irish  gan-boat^  crews  on  these  idands  where 
wine  is  to  be  had  so  cheap.  As  I  was  not  satis- 
fied of  the  impossibility,  of  getting  nearer  to  the 
oratsrs  than  we  had  d<me^  or  that  the  guides 
had  taken  us  by  the  best  path  or  side  of  the 
mountain^  I  was  not  sorry  for  being  kept  another 
day  at  Stromboli ;  and,  accordingly,  after  break- 
frst,  1  set  out,  with  two  Greek  soldiers,  to  ex- 
plore it  my  own  way :  I  went  up  nearer  to  the 
sea^  and  over  tremendous  rocks :  the  momntain 
being  nearly  perpendicular;  and  yet  the  inha- 
bitants have  planted  vines  almost  to  the  tap^ 
wherever  there  is  the  smallest  spot  of  earth. 

* 

On  arriving  at  the  top  of  the  first  ridge, 
I  found  I  could  not  see  any  thing,  but  by  pas- 
sing on  steep  rocks,  over  the  sea,  half  a  mile 
further.  I  got  to  the  situation  I  wished ;  and 
which,  though  extremely  difficult  and  laborious, 
I  am  certain  would  have  repaid  the  labour, 
but,  unfortunately,  the  mountain  was  covered 
with  a  fog ;  otherwise  1  think  it  a  better  situ- 
ation for  seeing  eruptions  than  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  and  it  is  much  nearer  the  mouths  of 
the  craters. 


*  lliete  (an-boats  are  Tictuallcd  f^r  a  monU^ 
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lite  high  wind  this  day  made  ^  ascent 
extremely  difficult :  often  we  lay  on  the  ground, 
und  attempted  to  scramble  on  by  tempoiiary 
exertions^  unwilling  to  give  up ;  but  the  Tto- 
fence  of  the  storm  was  so  greats  that  if  it  had 
hot  been  for  a  strong  brush-wood^  which  grows 
out  of  the  crevices  of  the  rocks^  and  which 
gave  us  good  support,  we  could  not  have  accom- 
plished it. 

1  waited  an  hovr,  but  the  fog  continued  to 
tucrease.  1  heard  several  eruptions,  but 
only  saw  one  this  day :  1  was,  however,  aWe 
to  gather  some  specimens.  1  got  home  as  usual 
without  a  dry  thread,  not  from  rain^  but  from 
perspiration,  and  greatly  fatigued  :  after  change 
ing,  Pascall  contrived  to  have  an  excellent  dinner 
ready,  though  there  were  only  two  small  stew- 
holes,  in  a  kitchen^  not  more  than  six  feet  long 
by  about  four  feet  wide.  The  civil  Commandant, 
Luigo  Ai^lbne,  dined  with  us,  and  at  8  o'clock 
we  all  went  to  rest. 

Stroroboli  is  t^i  Bules  ia  circumference. 
The  inhabitants  are  about  six  hundred.  The 
volcano  must  have  been  ibrmerly  tn  a  much 
greater  state  of  activity  than  it  has  been  of 
late  years;  but  the  great  curiosity  is,  that  it 
never  rests:    for,    above   two   thousand  yearer. 
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the  eruptions  have  contijraed  with  short  inter* 
missions; — it  is  true  they  are  comparatively 
small^  and  there  is  no  exhausting  &ow  of  lava 
from  the  crater :  still  how  the  materials  for  sach 
constant  explosion  is  kept  up^  is  astonishiog. 
There  is  more  volcanic  sand  and  black  ashes 
on  Stromboli.  than  on  Etna  or  Volcano;  but 
vines  grow  in  it  luxuriantly.'  Transparent 
chrysolites  are  founds  of  different  colours ; 
stones  or  lavas  ako  of  various  shades^  some  red[, 
others  green,  and  scoriss  of  all  forms  and  con- 
sistency. There  is  a  marvellous  story  on  legal 
authentic  record  of  an  English  Divine  being; 
thrown  into  Stromboli  by  the  Devil.*  If  such 
be  his  power  over  the  Priests^  we  may  fervently 
join  in  the  response — '^  The  Lord  have  mercy 
upon  the  people !' 

In  a  grqtto  over  the  sea^  steel  specimensf 
are  found ;  but,  as  half  of  it  has  tumbled  in^ 
they  told  us  it  was  impossible  to  see  it :  Grattan 
and  Mr.  Crotley  went   to   explore  the  place. 


•  A  leoord  may  be  aotbeotic,  though  the  matter  recorded  be  fidse.— 

See  the  Appendix^  vol.  ii. 

f  These  are  very  curious  productioDS|  the  Commandaut  gave  me 
•ne  or  two. 
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while  I  was  ob  my  second  trip  to  the  mountain^ 
and  they  fully  confirmed  the  report. 

6th. — ^At  8  o'ck)ck  this  morning,  were  glad 
to  find  the  sea  had  fallen,  the  wind  perfectly 
fair,  and  a  good  breeze.  After  breakfast, 
we  therefore  sailed  from  hence,  and  had  a 
]^ood  view  of  the  volcano  as  we  passed,  and 
of  one  or  two  smart  eruptions  :  We  also  saw, 
ia  day-light,  the  place  we  in  vain  attempted  to 
ascend  on  Monday  night. 

The  Lipari  Islands  are  eight  in  number,  viz. 
Lipari,  Volcano,  Stromboli,  Alicudi,  Filicudi, 
Salina,  Panaria,  and  Vaseluso.  Panaria  is  half 
way  between  Lipari  and  Stromboli :  I  think  the 
distance  full  forty  miles.  We  sailed  at  9  o'clock, 
A.M.  and  arrived  near  Lipari  before  3  o'clock : 
As  we  had  sufficient  time,  we  landed  at  the 
White  Mountain,  called  Campo  Bianco:  it  is 
composed  of  pumice  stone  :*  After  view- 
ing it,  we  re-embarked,  and  got  into  Lipari 
harbour  in  an  hour.  As  we  were  telegraphed 
early  in  the  morning,  our  worthy  and  hospitable 


*  There  are  great  qoantitiet  of  (obsidian)  Tolcanic  glatf  found  here 
exactly  resembling  black  bottle  glass. 
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friend^  the  Governor^  had  dinner  ready  at  the 
castle^  and  was  at  the  landing  place  to  receive 
us;  we  were  also  saluted  with  three  roands 
from  four  Sicilian  gun-boats.  Doctor  Mosely 
would  not  accompany  us  to  Stromboli^  but 
waited  here  till  we  returned. 

7th. — ^This  morning  I  walked  all  round  the 
castle^  which  is  in  a  bold  situation^  but  is  com- 
manded by  the  hills  over  it  on  the  land  aide ; 
it  is  also  much  out  of  repair.  This  castle  and 
old  wall^  formerly  called  the  Citadel^  contains  a 
part  of  the  town  and  the  Madre  Chtesa^  and 
the  OoTernor  has  good  apartments  in  it.  The 
garrison  consists  of  a  Greek  regiment  in  the 
Neapolitan  service^  and  some  militia. 

1  visited  the  Churchy  which^  like  all  in  Sicily, 
has  several  beautiful  marble  altars,  and  some 
fresco  pictures,  with  all  the  usual  horrible  sul^ects 
of  broiling,  fleaing,  or  beheading  saints ;  and 
there  is  also  a  large  silver  Saint,  the  patron  of 
the  Church  ;  however,  he  could  not  save  it  from 
a  thunder-bolt,  which  struck  the  front  two  years 
ago  at  the  top,  and  rent  the  wall  to  the  very 
bottom.  I  next  went  to  call  on  the  Bishop ; 
and,  in  his  garden,  saw  a  Roman  Mosaic  pave- 
ment lately  discovered,  and  a  rough  sarcopha- 
gus,   in  which  there  was  a  body,   but  which. 
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on  being  exposed  to  the  air^  though  apparently 
perfect,  absolutely  flew  into  dust^  and  no  part 
could  be  preserved.  After  this^  I  obtained  a 
guide  and  the  Governor's  horse,  and  went  to 
the  top  of  the  Mount  Guarda,  from  whence 
there  is  a  commanding  view,  particularly  of  Vol* 
cano. 

•  The  Mountain  Guarda  is  entirely  volcanic,  and 
immediately  under  it  an  immense  extinguished 
crater.  1  was  surprised  to  read  in  Spallanzani, 
that  there  was  no  characterised  crater  discoverable 
in  Lipari.  I  think  I  saw  many  this  day,  and 
certainly  so  circumstanced  as  to  leave  no  room 
for  doubt  Fazelli  thought  as  1  do ;  and 
though  he  describes  them  as  of  great  antiquity, 
expressly  says,  the  traces  remain : — ^^  Insula  haec 
ignem  pluribus  crateribus  olim  evomebat  ciyus 
ora  et  vestigia  cemuntur."  Flames  formerly 
issued  from  many  craters  in  this  island,  the 
apertures  and  remains  of  which  are  still  visi- 
ble. 

The  convulsions  by  which  all  these  islands 
(an  Archipelago  of  fire)  were  formed,  must  have 
been  very  powerful.  They  probably  were  forced 
out  of  the  sea ;  but  so  long  since  that  there  are 
no  memorials  of  their  origin.  Lipari  certainly 
existed  before  the  Trojan  war;  for,  according 
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« 

to  Homerj  UlyMCB  landed  there  after  ttmt  &« 
moos  siege.  Though  Lipttri  is  fall  of  Titriied 
matter^  there  is  also  granite^  some  of  whidi 
Dolomieu  says^  has  been  fused  into  pumice. 
I  heard  there  was  porphyry^  but  did  not  see 
any  thing  resembling  it.  The  glass  found  is 
both  black  and  spotted^  great  quantities  are 
taken  up  on  Campo  Bianco,  or  the  Pumice 
Mountain^  which,  from  the  sea^  has  an  extraordi- 
nary appearance,  being  entirely  split  into  fissnies^ 
and  gullies. 

The  Prickly  Pear  has  the  quality  of  pulv«« 
rising  the  hardest  lava;  and  the  cinder  or 
porous  lava  is  decomposed  by  time:  These 
lavas,  when  pulrerised,  form  the  most  luxuriant 
soil^  and  thus  old  extinguished  volcanoes  are 
productive  and  rich* 

I  returned  by  5  o'ck)ck,  and  dined  with 
the  Bishop,  who  gave  us  as  splendid  and 
good  an  entertainment  as  I  ever  saw  in  any 
country;  amongst  other  civilities^  they  have 
dined  at  5  o'clock  for  our  accommodation,  to  give 
ns  a  long  mornings  their  common  dining  hour  is 
1  o'clock :  about  9  in  the  evening,  we  iock  leave 
of  the  Bishop,  and  the  company  assembled  at 
the  Governor's :  before  supper,  we  were  enter- 
tained with  an  excellent  Puncionello  and  a 
dance. 
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Sth^-^Tliis  noning;  Dediir  Mosely^  Lieii« 
tenant  C^tky^  and  Caplain  FoHn^  of  the  Sici* 
Kan  Engineers^  an  officer  of  ability,  to  whom 
I  am  indebted  for  tbe  greatest  attentimij  eaded 
fiw  MebzsEo.     As  1  vaa  determined  to  niak« 
another  occnrsion  to  Volcano^  1  had  a  coU  din- 
ner put  on  board  my  gna-boat     The  pc^te 
Gofemw  insisted  on  taking  ns  in  his  barge 
(a  very  fast  going  one)  to  Vdcano  to  save  time, 
and  even  went  with.  us.    We  left  Lipari  at  nooa  ; 
and^  on  landings  we  first  went  to  the  Groito, 
mentioned   by  Spallanzani.      As  the  Captain 
of  Artillery,  at  Lipari,  told  me  the  greater  part 
bad  fallen  in,    I  endeavoured  to  get  into  what 
remained,  but  could  not :  a  smoke  and  sulphu- 
ceoiis  vapour  came  out,  and  made  it  impossible 
t0  da  more  than  ascertain  that  the  passage,  and 
also  half,  or  more,  of  the  cavern,  were  nearly 
eboaked  up ;  the  cavern  contained  a  lake  of  sul- 
phureous hot  water.    The  Governor  refused  to 
return  before  I  came  back^  for  I  determined  rai 
again  ascending  the  mountain,  and  descending 
into  the  crater ;    Grattan  staid  below  with  him, 
but  some  of  our  sailors  came  up.    1  accom- 
plished  my  o^ect ;  and  went  a  second  time  to 
the  bottom  of  the  crater.    The  day  was  very 
fine,  and  I  was  again  gratified  with  beholding 
this  greoA  cudosity ; — a  volcano,  which,  though 
not  actually  in  a  state  of  erapticm,  is  continually 

x2 
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on  fire.  The  smoke  is  seldom  so  great  as  to 
interrapt  a  perfect  view  of  these  volcanic  ope- 
rations^ this  volcano  is  far  better  worth  seeing 
than  Etna  or  Vesuvius^  and  I  wonder  it  has  not 
been  more  noticed.  One  reason  maj  be  assigned 
for  the  little  attention  paid  to  Volcano^  of  late 
years^  is  the  very  erroneous^  not  to  say  ludicrous, 
view  of  it^  given  in  the  Travels  of  Spallaneani, 
representing  the  crater  not  larger  than  the  size 
of  a  common  foom^with  a  roan  in  the  inside^  in  the 
attitude  of  toasting  a  muffin,  who  is  represented 
sufficiently  large  to  bestride  the  crater.  Nothing 
can  be  more  incorrect :  I  haye  before  said,  the 
crater  is  equal  in  size  to  that  of  Vesuvius. 

I  took  lip  sonic  more  specimens,  and  ascended 
a  different  way  ;  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
sailors,  was  enabled  to  go  again  through  smoke 
and  sulphur,  almost  sufficient  to  produce  suffoca. 
tion ;  indeed,  the  heat  was  not  the  least  difficulty, 
my  boots,  gloves,  and  hands  were  burnt,  and 
every  thing  of  metal  about  me,  a6  before,  turned 
black. 

At  5  o'clock^  P.M.  I  took  leave  of  the  kind 
Governor,  he  returning,  in  his  boat,  to  Lipari : 
Mr.  Grattan  and  1  sailed  for  M elazzo.  We 
dined  in  our  gun-boat  about  6  o'clock; — 
as    day-light   left  us,    the    moon  .  rose    beau-i 
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tifully^  and  was  tUs  day  at  its  full:  part 
of  the  passage  we  sailed;  bat  an  advantage 
of  these  boats  is^  that  they  all  row  likewise : 
We  have  a  very  fast  going  boat  with  twelve 
oars:  it  is  astonishing  how  many  hours  the 
Sicilians  hold  out  rowings  singing  hymns  all  the 
-while.  The  distance  from  Volcano  to  Melazzo 
is  about  twenty-one  miles^  and  we  ought  to 
have  arrived  by  9  o'clock^  The  Padrone,  how- 
ever^ went  out  of  his  course  near  to  Tindari^ 
and  had  to  beat  and  row  up  all  round  the  Pro- 
montory :  It  was  11  o'clock  at  night  when  we 
landed.  Etna  looked  beautiful  by  moon-light  co- 
vered with  snow.  We  went  to  Doctor  Mosely's 
to  drink  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  from  thence  to  our 
t|uarters  at  Baron  Proto's. 


xS 
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Fortificati4>nB  and  Bay  of  Melazzo — Ancient 
JMaval  Engagements  in  this  Bay — Courts 
of  Justice  and  Sicilian  Law — Tindari — 
Rometta—SidUan  Peasantry— A  Mountain 
Storm^ 

After  calling  on  Greneral  Heron^  who  com- 
mands here^  I  went^  with  Lieutenant  Henryson, 
of  the  Engineers^  to  see  the  fortifications ;  and 
from  thence  to  our  works  on  the  Isthmus. — 
Here  the  approaches  of  the  Spaniards^  who 
besieged  Melazzo^  under  Marquis  Lede^  in 
1718  and  1719,  are  stiU  distinct.  Their  line 
extended  from  the  west  shore  to  the  Messina 
road,  nearly  three  miles. 

The  Promontory  of  Melazzo  from  the  Mes- 
sina gate,  is  about  three  Irish  miles  long,  and, 
perhaps,  half  a  mile  broad.  The  upper  and 
lower  towns  are  situated  at  the  commencement 
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of  tliii  pematub;*  and,  aDowiBg  them  to  bo 
ooe  mile  in  ItngA,  are,  cxf  conne,  two  mikf 
from  the  point  on  which  the  light^house  is  fitn* 
ated :  They  are  mnromided  by  a  wdl,  and  two 
bastions  command  the  Messina  entraiiGe*  The 
Citadel  is  in  the  upper  town^f  in  a  commanding 
aituation,  and  th^  pkce  is  capable  of  being 
made  ¥ery  atrong.  We  haye  baUt  eome  hut* 
barracks  out  of  the  town  jnst  at  the  Isthmas ; 
^nd  we  are  also  buildtag  ferts,  and  squandering 
money  pnrfusely.  The  yiew  from  the  top  of 
the  highest  fort  or  castle  at  the  telegraph,  is 
very  fine  indeed :  tte  cottntxy  rowid  Mdaszo  is 
beaatifid; — ttke  rich  plain,  bounded  by  moun«> 
tains  of  grotesque  shapes,  witii  towers  and 
towns  on  them^  almost  in  tiie  cloads.^^fitna, 
above  the  Mst  itt  the  distabce^  now  coirered 
with  snow, — ^the  sea, — ^the  Lipari  Islands,  as  weU 
as  the  singular  ntaation  of  Mela£»),  all  t&a* 


t  la  Me  of  the  DBiigMB%  Ibr  it  it  abd  nted  m  %p6mm,  them  if  « 
4niiiipet  in  a  wall,  (a  refiafement  on  croeltyy)  to  bawl  to  the  imfbiti^ 
nate  pritOBen^  and  keep  tliem  from  rert. 

f  ThbllsBinfala  b  iBrtilA  andwdi  oalSvaled:  the  gremi4  raiber 
hifb,  aadnopboeforlandiq^aBaaQjonit:  Melaxao,  and  tti  penin- 
«u1ay  mig^ht  be  easily  rendered  impregpable,  Excellent  wine  is  madt 
ftere. 
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tribute  to  delight  the  eye :  What  a  sablime  mb* 
ject  for  tl^e  painter !  From  the  Castle  we  w«it 
to  the  Capachin  Convent^  beautifully  situated 
over  the  sea^  with  a  good  garden^  fine  pine 
trees^  and  ddightful  view  of  the  town  and  sar« 
rounding  country  :  There  is  a  vault  here  also^ 
in  which  bodies  are  preserved^  and  many  Capa* 
chins  in  niches^  like  those  at  Malta  and  Syracuse ; 
but  a  disg^ting  sight. 

The  Madre  Chiesa  has  a  fine  dome^  and 
beautiful  Mosaic  marble  altars.  They  also  shew 
two  huge  Psalm  Books^  in  very  large  print, 
all  set  to  music^  which  were  printed^  at  London, 
in  the  reign^  they  say,  of  Henry  the  Ei^th. 
There  is  another  Church,  where  the  ceiling  is 
beautifolly  painted,  and  likewise  very  handsome 
marble  altars.  Mosely  took  me  to  see  a  good 
collection  of  old  Roman  and  Grecian  coins,  and 
the  owner  gave  me  a  few. 

The  Marino  is  open ;  men  of  war  can  anchor 
near  the  shore:  They  cariy  on  the  Tunny 
fishery  in  the  season. 

What  is  called  Ulysses's  Cave,  is  an  exca- 
vation of  the  rock  on  which  the  castle  is  built 
Lieutenant   Henryson  was  so  obliging  as  to 
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aceampany  me^  to  e^^amine  the  new  and  M 
w<nrks. 

I  had  an  hour  to  spare  before  dmner  and 
1  went  again  to  the  Capuchin  Convent^  from 
the  garden  of  which  there  is  so  fine  a  vieW  of 
the  surrounding  country^  and  mountains  of  pic^^ 
turesque  form^  extending  towards  Barcelona, 
St.  Lucia,  and  along  the  coast.  I  sat  down  to 
admire  it ;  and  could  not  help  reflecting  on  the 
variety  of  revolutions,  physical  as  well  as  poli^ 
tical,  which  this  island  has  undergone. 

In  the  Bay  of  Melazzo,  one  of  the  greatest 
naval  engagements  of  ancient  times,  took  place 
between  the  fleets  of  Octavins  Caesar  and  Sextus 
Pompey ;  each  fleet  consisted  of  three  hundred 
vessels ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  promontory 
of  Melazzo,  and  the  opposite  coast  towards 
Spada  Faro,  by  which  this  Bay  is  ibraied,  were 
possessed  by  their  armies,  who,  with  th<Hisand8 
of  other  spectators,  beheld  this  memorable  bat- 
tle. Octavins  was  on  board,  though  his  fl^t 
was  commanded  by  Agrippa. 

It  was  in  this  battle  that  Octavins  is  said  to 
have  fallen  stupified  upon  the  deck.  Some  his- 
torians say,  he  was  terrified,  while  others  im- 
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pate  it  to  a  heavy  sleep  from  great  exertios 
and  fatigue.  What  an  agitated  multitude  lined 
this  coasts  at  the  time  of  the  conflict ! — As  the 
Upectators  were  in  no  danger  from  the  oonAa- 
tants^  of  course  they  beheld  this  great  struggle 
in  safety.  The  contest  lasted  the  entire  day, 
and  ended  in  the  defeat  of  Pompey,  few  of  his 
ships  escaping.  This  took  place  in  the  717tk 
year  of  Rome^  A.C.  35. 

In  this  Bay  of  Melazzo,  also,  was  fought  the 
great  battle  between  die  Carthaginian  fleets 
commanded  by  the  first  Hannibal,  and  the  Ho- 
mans  by  Duilius,  in  the  first  Punic  war; — 
in  which  the  Carthaginians  were  defeated, 
two  hundred  and  fifty -nine  years  before 
Christ,  and  the  two  hundred  and  fifty -ninth 
year  of  Rome. 

It  is  singular  that  this  spot  should  have  so 
often  been  the  scene  of  great  naval  operations : 
fi>r  though,  on  land,  the  positions  remain  pretty 
much  the  same,  and,  in  smne  degiee,  rule  the 
conduct  of  armies,  the  seas  offer  no  variety, 
being  nearly  alike.  It  is  also  extraordinary, 
that  this  battle,  and  that  of  Octavius,  so  many 
years  (two  hundred  and  twenty  -  four)  after, 
were    both    gained    by  the   invention    of   a 
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gmppMng  engine.^    Melazzoifl^  indeed,  clanio 
gfound. 

It  was  here  alto,  that  the  Austrian  Army, 
under  Connt  M ency,  landed  from  an  En^iah 
fleet  in  1720,  under  Lord  Torrington^  wbicb» 
like  that  of  Octavius,  came  from  Lipari.  The 
imperial  General,  however,  found  Sicily  a  yery 
difficult  country  to  make  war  in  :  The  ezpe* 
dition,  as  1  mentioned  before,  ended  in  defeat 
at  Franca  Villa ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
exertions  of  the  ^tish  Admiral,  the  Austrian 
army  must  have  surrendered  or  been  starved. 

How  different  the  modes  of  war  were  at  these 
two  periods;  so  totally- has  gun-powder  changed 
the  weapons  of  destruction. 

Last  year  a  large  English  fleet  and  army 
assembled  here;  and  the  latter  embarked  for 
Naples. 

Reflecting  on  these  events,  as  1  sat  musing 
and   looking    at    the    Bay    and   surrounding 


*  Polarcl  has  conimented  on  Udi  fea-S|^  between  DoiUai  sod  Hnr 
nibs]. — See  Pitlihive^  vol.  i« 
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country^  I  fell  into  a  reverie,  and  fimcy  de- 
picted the  positions  of  the  two  armies,  and  the 
exertions  of  the  two  &e^.  A  certain  awful 
mektnchdy  possessed  my  mind,  when  I  con- 
sidered how  many  men,  in  the  prime  of  youth, 
had  been  cut  off  in  this  very  Bay, — ^the  conse* 
quence  oi  ambition  or«injustice.  The  Convent 
also  called  to  my  mind  the  extraordinary  revo« 
lutions  in  respect  to  religion,  which  this  country, 
so  long  an  object  of  contention,  and  under  so 
many  masters  and  religious  systems,  must  have 
experienced, — viz.  Greeks,  Carthaginians,  Ro* 
mans,  Saracens,  Normans,  Spaniards,  and  Ne- 
apolitans. The  ancient  remains  of  magnificent 
temples  show  the  power  the  Priesis  must  have 
had  in  former  days.  And  the  wonderful  eccle- 
siastical and  conventual  buildings  after  the  esta* 
blishment  of  Christianity,  atid  particularly  du- 
ring the  two  last  centuries,  prove  the  power 
and .  riches  of  the  Church  in  latter  times,  and 
the  ascendancy  and  authority  of  the  Clergy.— 
So  in  all  ages!  The  sword  and  the  Church 
carry  every  thing  before  them:  And  while 
the  one  enslaves  the  body,,  the  other  too 
often  enslaves  the  mind.  At  all  events, 
it  may  be  questioned,  whether  the  influence 
of  Priests,  combined  with  aristocratic  autho- 
rity, have  not  been  productive  of  more  cala- 
mity than  benefit  to  mankind.    And,   as  the 
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important  and  beneficial  doctrines  of  Chris* 
ttanity  pnt  all  others  down  in  Enrope^  we  are 
left  at  liberty  to  deplore  the  folly  and  i^orance, 
which  erroneous  systems  of  reli^on  have  for- 
meriy  occasioned^  as  well  as  to  lament  the  sla- 
very to  which  the  human  understanding  sub- 
mitted^' and  the  darkness  in  which  it  was 
involved.  We  may  be  also  allowed  to  regret 
the  numbers  who  lived  so  many  years  before 
Christianity^ without  the  advantage  of  its  benefits ; 
and^  even  since  its  establishment^  that  the  sys- 
tem has. been  so  often  perverted,  and  the  human 
mind  under  it  so  chained^  deceived^  and  kept  in 
such  ignorance  and  superstition,  while  its  dif- 
ferent sects  encourage  the  most  bitter  and  un- 
charitaUe  animosity  to  each  other.  How  ftir 
the  Monastic  system  has  been  of  use  or  injury, 
cannot  be  doubtful;  although,  as  asylums  for 
old  persons^  it  may,  in  its  origin^  have  had 
some  advantage^  it  certainly  has  been  most  mis- 
chievous, since  it  became  a  sanctuary  for  the 
idle^  a  prison  for  the  female  sex,  and  an  instru- 
ment to  keep  down  information  and  enchain  the 
human  mind. 

I  finished  the  day  at  the  hospitable  table  of 
General  Heron  :  though  the  agreeable  company 
I  met  there^  suspended  my  morning  reflections 
for  the  time^  at  nighty  I  could  not  help  revert- 
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iag  to  the  tceoes  Melazzo  has  witaesacd^  aaut 
thinking  on  many  hundred  fine  youngvien^  now 
here^  ready>  if  ordered^  to  fight  again  in  its  Bay; 
or  on  its  shores. 

16th. —  I  directed  the  light  gun-hoat  to  go 
round  the  Promontory  to  the  Bay,  on  the  vest 
side  of  Melazzo^  early  this  morning  ;  and,  at 
9  o'clock^  A.M.  we  embarked  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Corsellis^  and  stood  across  the  Bay  to  Oleveia : 
It  took  three  hours  and  a  half  to  get  there; 
and  we  then  landed^  and  walked  up  the  hill  to 
see  the  small  remains  of  the  ancient  Tindari^* 
said  to  be  first  built  by  the  Lacedemonians. 
The  Hill  is  steep  and  high ;  and  on  the  top, 
and  nearly  perpendicular  over  the  sea,  is  a 
Convent  most  picturesquely  situated,  from 
which,  and  indeed  from  all  the  scite  of  Tin* 
dari,  there  are  views,  that,  for  beauty,  are 
beyond  my  power  of  description^  There  is 
little  or  no  wood  :  the  love  of  cutting  down 
trees  seems  greater  in  Sicily  than  in  Ireland, 
and  with  this  difference,  that  nobody  plants 
in  Sicily.  The  old  wall  of  Tindari  is  easily 
traced,  and  was  of  large  square-cut  crown  stone. 


*  Veires  •(ok  a  fine  statue  of  Mcicury  Uoip^  TMari. 


There  are  rains  of  a  Temple  and  an  arch  on 
the  Cop  of  the  Hill ;  abo  a  bath ;  and  some  bro-* 
ken  Mosaics  are  scattered  abont.  A  Mr.  Pagan 
^t  leave  to  dig  here^  and  he  found  one  or  two 
mnrble  statues^  and  several  disfigured  trunks  of 
others ;  the  latter^  not  worth  moving,  lie  on  the 
ground^  as  evidence  of  the  mutability  of  human 
af&irs^  and  to  remind  the  traveller,  that  there  is 
nothing  permanent  in  this  world :  Some  marble 
columns  and  pilasters  were  also  found  here,  and 
several  coins,  one  or  two  of  which  I  bought 
from  the  peasants.  Mr.  Corsellis  is  well  ac* 
quainted  with  the  ground,  and  was  so  good  a§ 
to  come  as  our  antiquarian  guide. 

Thefields  about  the  HillofTindari,  are  covered, 
as  at  Syracuse,  with  building  rubbish,  broken 
marble,  vases,  jars,  &c.  which  are  turned  up  by 
the  plough,  affording  ample  proof  that  here  a 
great  city  once  existed.  The  ruins  of  a  Theatre  ^ 
are  also  very  distinct,  and,  as  udual  with  the 
ancients,  placed  in  a  beautifal  situation :  I  also 
saw  a  very  large  piece  of  a  marble  cornice, 
with   the    egg  and  anchor,    &c.     beautifully 


*  Tiadari  wat  deitroyed  (aooordoig  to  traditkw)  by  the  earibqualBi 
which  is  said  to  have  taken  placa  at  the  ti»e  of  the  Croeifisioa. 


S90  TINDARI. 

worked^  lying  in  a  field.*    On  a  hiU^  not  "wery 
distant^   are  the  ruins  of  a  castle  and  town 
totally  uninhabited^    but  not  of  any  aatiqaiQr : 
it  now  merely  adds  to  the  many  picturesque 
objecto  round  Tindari.     After  walking  about 
here  for  two  hours^  which  is  quite  sufficient, 
we  embarked  again ;  and,  as  the  wind  was  freah 
and  fair,  we  were  soon  across  the  Bay^  and 
landed  where  we  embsfirked    in  the  morning', 
1  think  Tindari  full  sixteen  miles  from  the  west 
side  of  Melazzo,    and    it    must   be,    at  leasts 
twenty-six  miles  by  land.     Etna  looked  well  to- 
day.    We  have  been  again  most  fortunate  in 
the  weather.    We  dined  with  the  63nd  mess ; 
and  in  the  evening  went  to  a  masquerade  at 
Baron  Bonacorso's. 

11th. — The  General  was  so  good  as  to  order 
the  troops  out  this  morning,  as  I  wi^ed  to  see 
the  brigade ;  but  the  weather  h%s  changed,  and 
it  rains  hard :  at  first  the  field-day  was  counter- 
manded; but,  at  11  o'clock,  it  looked  better,  and 
the  troops  marched  to  the  ground,  where  they 


•  There  are  also  many  tninks  of  itataes,  and  broken  pieces  of  mar- 
ble  in  the  Conrent,  which  is  inhabited  bj  six  moet  pn»iigatte  Mooksi— 
at  least  inch  is  their  character. 
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imly  antTed  in  time  to  gei  wet  to  the  skin^ 
befiire  it  was  pomble  to  retain  to  the  barracks. 
At  noon>  howerer^  it  deared  ap^  and  1  went 
agaitt  up  to  the  Castle^  to  see  the  CommiMary'd 
stores : — Wtae,  biscait^  oit  heef^  ice.  of  the  best 
quality  for  fifteen  thousand  men  for  one  month ; 
also  wood  for  fud^  and  fi>rage  for  one  thousand 
borses^  for  the  same  period^  are  in  the  castle : 
tiiey  are  fine  stores^  and  in  the  most  regular 
order :  The  tanks  contain  an  immense  quantity 
of  water.  Bat  ^  what  vahie  are  all  such  pre« 
paralion  and  warks^  where  there  are  no  guns 
fit  for  Me. 

Courts  of  Justice  are  held,  and  pleading  is 
carried  on  here  before  the  Senate  and  Captain 
of  Justice.*  I  went  into  two  this  day ;  both  as 
crowded  as  oars  at  an  Assize  :  in  one^  a  case 
respecting  property  was  going  en ;  in  the  other> 
the  trial  of  a  man  for  murder :  in  such  casein  the 
erininal  is  not  present ;  he  remains  in  the  goal ; 


t 


•  In  ibk  a»mirf  •vtry  cAmiutl  eMwe,  «ileMttt<aMt^wc«vai 
or  ^Toy  atrodoat  snpfdec,  litftt  josfc  m  ]on§  wibi$cnjtuiuA  tes  iBODf y; 
I  went  into  (he  $ok\  »t  MetsinSy  when  Um  goaler  poiated  to  a  iiui% 
a«d  said,  he  hat  1»mii  tried  for  a  rodibery,  and  has  bethn  abont  tiro 
yean  iMre^  but  fm  np&ey  it  ^^fm^  i»  ie  wiQ  spoa  h^  haafids 
and,  in  £Mt,  about  a  month  after,  he  wa>  sow 


9H  iomuta, 

tnd  ifidiff6veol»  auaept  the  printigai  «fie  : 
this  bw  a  toleidble  {licdae^  fm4  floflie  old 
colamns*  A  dead  w«ib«h  vfta  laid  oot,  dressed^ 
on  a  bier^  aceordiiig  to  the  SicttiaQ  cnstam, 
widi  ber  face  mcowred.  It  is  Uie  custom  to 
dress  the  bodies  in  tbeir  i>est  cktikesj  and  take 
them  to  tbe  Qiurcb,  where  they  femsin  in 
ike  aisle  twenty-fomr  hows^  and  are  thea  pat 
into  the  ooAn,  aad  the  ^foaeial  senrice  per- 
formed. 

Having  again  viewed  this  very  siBgolarly 
Mtoated  towD^  we  set  out  aboat  nocm^  onr 
horses  being  led  down  a  hill,  that  c^ypeaied 
aceessible  oniy  to  goats.  I  think  that  Ro* 
metta  is  fearteen  miles  from  Mdauo,  and 
eighteen  miles  from  Messina.  Though  Ro- 
metta  is  commanded  by  some  hiUsj  still  they 
are  so  Astant^  and  it  is  so  ioqpractteslile  to  bring 
up  cannon  to  the  he^phts,  that  1  comoder  it, 
if  Ibrtifled^  as  nearly  impregnahle,  b«t  atibmn. 
There  are  hundredB  of  such  ntuations  in  Sicily; 
and  the  bert  defence  of  the  coontry  would  be 
the  inhabitants,  who  are  wdl  armed,  and  who^ 
with  the  assistance  ^  oor  army,  if  acting 
in  unison^  would  defy  any  invading  force : 
such  is  the  natural  strengdi  of  many  positions 
in  this  singular  island. 


We  passed  a  long  way  up  a  beantifiil  ikimara^ 
or  great  mountain  •torrent  bed,  v/tach  are  so 
very  aumerom  in  Sicily.  The  hffls  on  each 
flide  are  well  eultivated^  and  hare  sereral  >iK 
lages:  At  one  we  haltedy  attd  a  gentleman 
gave  ns  some  very  fine  oranges :  we  also  passed 
eeveral  orange  and  lemon  groves. 

Altbougk  the  Sieitian  peasantry  appear  to  be 
in  a  complete  state  of  vassalage^  and  in  mn^ny 
respects  very  poor^  still  they  have  not  (take 
tbem  alt  together)  such  a  wretdied  appearance 
as  the  Iririi  peasantry.  It  is  with  grief  1  ad^ 
Ihat^  on  the  whole^  I  have  seen  more  poverty 
and  wretchedness  in  Ireland  than  in  any  other 
cMDflry  in  Burepe:  that  we  are  improving, 
'  there  is  no  doubt;  bat  many  enrcumftences 
contribafe  to  this  misi^y^  "wkich  do  not  oceur^ 
at  leart  in  the  soutii  of  Earope ;  for  instance^ 
want  of  fiiel^  which^  in  ^  latter^  n  only  re^ 
quired  for  mere  cooking.  As  fhr  as  I  coidd 
leam^  those  improvident  marriagea  of  two 
young  paupers^  so  common  in  Ireland^  are  not 
usual  here ;  a  girl  will  not  marry  a  man^  who 
has  no  visible  means  of  supporting  her  and  a 
&mily,  but  the  precarions  one  of  his  mere  labour. 
Prostitation^  and  that  corruption  of  moiaKwhich, 
1^  in  this  country^  is  carried  to  the  extreme^ 

y3 
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maybe  the'  consequence;  and^'in  that  respect^ 
we  may  boaBtthe  superiority  of  Ireland  over  most 
oUier  countries,  as  female  virtue  has  been  prover- 
bial there ;  and,  I  believe^  no  part  of  Europe  is 
more  free  from  vice.  As  to  want  of  cleanliness^ 
I  fear  we  owe  it  to  our  climate^ .  that  this  neg^- 
lect  does  not  produce  bad  consequences;  for^ 
had  we  the  heat  of  Sicily  in  Ireland^  I  believe 
the  dirt  of  the  lower  orders  would  be  intolera- 
ble.       . 

The  Sicilians  (I  8peak  of  the  lower  orders) 
have  every  where  a  dark  skin,  black  hour  and 
eyes^  and  appeared  to  mq^  though  1  heard  the 
contrary,  a  strong  active  people,  and  certainly 
unacquainted  with  luxury.  The  children  are 
the  ugliest  and  dirtiest  I  ever  saw,  with  very  red 
skins,  and  are  peculiarly  disgusting,  from  a  mode 
of  .dress  (or  rather  undress)  adopted  universally, — 
viz.  leaving  their  back-sides  bare,  so  that,  co- 
vered elsewhere  with  dirty  clothes,  and  their  hind 
parts  red  and  naked,  they  look  exactly  like  little 
baboons. 

We  passed  the  Saponara  fumara,  and  saw 
the  old  castle  of  that  name  on  the  mountain ; 
and,  at  last,  after  a  difficult  and  fatiguing  jour- 
ney,  got  to  the  top  of  the  range  of  moun- 


tftuuf  over  Mciaioft :  Here  are'  three  roadr ;: 
one  goes  to  the  Cork-screw  hiH^  and,  in  con-^ 
tinuatioD>  to  the  top  of  the  Jhigh  mountain  ot 
Antona  Mara;  the  other  a  small  fiimara  load: 
down  to  Contessa^ — a  rapid  descent.  The  road, 
from  Cork-screw  hill  to  AntonaMara  is,  however/ 
good,  being  jast  made  by  the  British  to  com- 
municate with  the  post  lately  established  at 
Antona  Mara ;  but  is  narrow  and  very  high: 
over  the  ridge,  with  a  frightful  precipice  on  one 
side,  and  no  wall  or  guard  3  the  horses  and 
mules,  however,  never  chuae  to  throw  them« 
etelyes  down,  so  that;,  in  fact,  in  that  respect,- 
there  is  not  any  danger.  We :  intended  to  go 
to  the  top  of  Antona  Mara,  next  in  height  to 
Etna,  from  whence  almost  all  the  north  of  the 
island  can  be  seen  in  a  clear  day.  The  views 
we  had  of  Messina,  the  Faro,  and  Calabria, 
were  fine,  but  of  short  duration,  this  day ; 
for  suddenly  the  mountain  was  covered  with, 
fog,  and  the  storm,  which  appeared  to  be» 
coming  on  the  last  hour,  broke  with  such  tre*: 
mendous  violence,  that  we  were  all  but  blown 
over,  with  our  horses,  and  were  obliged  to  dis« 
mount.  We  had  fortonately  two  glides  and 
the  dragoon,  besides  a  peasant  who  came  to  us. 
Once  in  my  life  before,  :on  the  top  of  Manger- 
ton  near  Killarney,   I  was  blown  down ;   but 

v4 


S9i  uotmtMn  tMEM, 

\f(^  I  KMtt  tekea  off  my  leg$j  earried  foA  ihmm 
jiodf,  and  dashed  vMb  muhVui^nct  mi  rocft% 
that  Mr.  Darley  tbcmght  half  my  bones  miiit  be 
1m>keD.  I  happened  to  be  flr0t^;io  the  others 
^kfppei:  my  bat  was  cartted  away;  aad  Ae 
mnd  blew  widi  sacb^  viakace  that  it  was  by 
the  atmost  exertums  the  hones  were  sa?ed» 
and  got  to  sone  shelter  lower  down.  Mr.  Dur-* 
ley  laid  down  on  the  ground.  The  peasaal;, 
a  very  robust  fiellow^  came  to  my  assistance : 
I  received  many  sevwe  braises  on  my  thigha, 
armsj  &e.  By  singular  good  luck  my  hat 
waa  driven^  with  such  violence  into  the  cleft 
of  a  rock^  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off^  that^  whe& 
the  gust  abated  a  little^  the  hardy  peasant  reco- 
vered it  for  me:  As  we  despaired  of  being 
abl^to  descend^  the  wind  blowing  so  strongs 
we  thought  it  better  to  try  to  walk  together^ 
if  possiUe,  up  to  Antcxia  Mara^  and  remain  till 
the  storm  abated  in  the  guard-bouse  on  its  top ; 
and^  as  from  the  winding  in  the  mountain  road, 
there  wag  more  shelter  on  that  side,  we  set  out, 
and  got  some  distance,  when  I  vrais  nearly 
Mown  away  again  ;  we  soon  found  all  ad« 
Vance  perfectly  impossible,  and  determined  tp 
return  and  endeavour  to  descend  to  Messina; — 
in  doing  this  Mr.  Grattan  was  bbwn  down; 
and  though  I  had  hold  of  the  peasant^  we  were 
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buth  tfamvm  ovw;.hDwevef,  by  .ttriitiiiif  «r:A 
otkar^  ^m(  iM^ke.  the  fall,  and  leeeivtd  bo  %m* 
jury  this  timfc 

-  The  gnidta  anA  p^ennt  daclaftf  any'atiedipt 
to  go  by  the  goad  toad  and  Coik-^crew  hill; 
trltttk  vaa  so  expdted^  wovid  be  iktal;  aad^ 
aa  we  could  not  remain  where  we  w»e,  we  de^ 
termined  to  go  down  by  the  bad  path^  which, 
at  least,  appeared  to  afford  some  shelter,  if  we 
could  but  reach  it:  By  watching  a  favoura- 
ble moment^  for  the  wind  came  by  gusts. 
Captain  Darley,  the  peasant,  and  I,  accom- 
plished this ;  but  as  to  the  poor  horses  I  really 
gave  them  up  for  lost,  and  was  afraid  to  look, 
lest  I  should  see  them  dashed  over  the  pre- 
cipices. 1  sent  back  the  peasant ;  and,  by  one 
bold  run  for  it^  they  fortunately  passed  the 
dangerous  spot;  and  then  we  went  down  a 
most  extraordinary  path,  which,  however,  in 
fine  weather,  is  the  high  road  for  mules  from 
Messina  to  Rometta,  the  new  military  road 
by  the  Cork-screw  being  some  miles  round. 
We  walked  down ;  ^  and  those  who  brought 
the  horses,  fall  three  miles  through  this  nan-^ 
descript  path  without  broken  legs,  had  really 
great  merit.  With  difficulty  we  all  got  safe  to 
the  bottom,   and  into  the  large  and  beautiful 
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fiinmni,  whidi  leads  to  Coatessa  through  the 
pretty  YiHag^  of  BodonarOj  and  we  had  not  a 
drop  of  rain :    We  here  remounted. 

I  looked  into  the  Church  of  Bodcmaro ;  the 
8Un«setting  soon  ^fter  left  us  in  the  dark^  but 
before  it  we  got  into  the  Contessa  road^  which 
is  good;  and  we  arrived  at  Messina  at  7  o'clock^ 
P.M. 
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CHAP.  XII. 


Conclusion  of  the  Carnival  at  Messina — Cus- 
toms and  Manners  of  the  Inhabitants — 
Departure  for  Palermo. 


February,  17th. — The  Carnival  is  now  nearly 
over :  daring  the  last  week  of  it,  the  people 
appear  in  the  streets  in  masques,  and  throtr 
sugar  -  plums  amongst  the  mob,  who  all 
scramble  for  them.  I  never  saw  a  more 
crowded  street  than  the  main  street  this  day. 
At  night  I  went  to  the  masquerade,  it  only 
costs  fifteen -pence;  and,  as  it  ,is  a  fiivourite 
amusement,  all  ranks,  from  the  Prince '  to  the 
cobler,  are  admitted :  I  think  there  were, 
at  least,  five  hundred  people ;  but,  as  persons 
are  admitted,  (since  the  arrival  of  the  Britidi,) 
without  masks,  not  ^  more  than  half  were  in 
character.     I  saw  no  dominos. 


332         BATT£RI£8  ATTACKED. 

The  wind  and  weather  continued  unfavourable 
for  several  days.  On  the  34th,  I  sent  my  heavy 
baggage  by  a  transport  bound  to  Malta.  A  can- 
nonade commenced  very  early,  and  ended  about 
d  o'clock,  A.M.  It  continued  along  the  whole 
line  from  Scylla  to  Reggio,  and  even  from  the 
mountain  forts.  I  thought  it  was  rejoicing  for 
a  young  Emperor,  or  some  victory;  but  it 
turned  out  to  be  an  action  with  our  gun-boats, 
which  attfuJ^ed  the  French  batteries :  it  lasted  three 
hours.  1  coidd  see  the  enemy's  fire  plainly  from 
my  window,  the  Calabrian  coast  being  high  ; 
but  the  gun-boats  stood  close  in,  and  were 
obscured  by  a  fog. 

This  continued  waste  of  powder,  for  no  ra* 
tional  ebj«ct>  i0  very  extraordinary  :  and  peqile 
are  no  accustomed  to  it,  that,  though  it  affimis 
a  beautiful  sight,  and  has  a.  fine  effecC,  they 
now  seldom  stop  to  look  at  it :  many^  indeed, 
laugh  at  all  this  cannonading,  and  even  lam- 
poon the  campaign.  1  have  heard  some  carry 
their  ridicule  so  &r  as  to  say,  the  gpins  could  not 
IHMsibly  be  shotted,  so  little  real  injury  was  done. 
The  number  of  coasting^  convoys  which  arrived 
safe  from  Naples,  and  the  singular  forbearance 
on  our  part,  when  Murat  was  moving  off, 
seem,  in  some  respect,  to  justify  such  opinion : 


it  4te  Mioe  time*  it  is  tertain,  tM  ^  vmm 
atleaded  with  bobbm  d^fltmetkm  of  Imaidii  life. 
The  French  shot  passed  into  ihtcmMfBxd  tha 
27th  and  58th  regiments^  and  occasioned  casu^ 
aHies  at  the  Faro^  on  the  tofwer  of  wiiich  an 
officer  of  artillery  was  killed ;  and  the  Foendi 
certainly  lost  many  laai  at  Pestemele^  and  on 
the  ceasty  besides  their  g«n<-boat  casualties* 

It  rained  in  torr^iis  yesterday  and  this  day^ 
ifhicii  is^very  unlucky^  as  we  are  now  at  the 
three  last  days  of  the  Carnival^  and  tiie  people 
all  go  masked  about  the  streets^  and  Sunday  is 
tte  principal  day.  Notwithstanding  the  rain, 
some  madu  appeared;  bnt^  in  fine  weather, 
I  am  tdd  it  is  well  worth  seeing. 

I  dined  this  day  with  Sir  J.  St«art.  It  was 
intended  to  attack  Reggio  IIhs  night  with  Con* 
greve  rockets,  the  gun-boats,  prepared  for  it, 
and  were  warped  ant;  bnt  ike  torrents  of  nnn. 
that  oontinoed  all  night,  and  the  darkness  pre* 
vented  it. 

d5th.-~Unfoi(anateIy  for  the  enjoyments  of 
the  CbumiTal,  which  ends  to-morrow,  ike  heavy 
lain  still  continues,  so  as  to  make  the  street* 
masquerade  impossible ;  however,  it  betag  the 
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Isstmatqned  ball  at  the thtatie,  nany  good  wdl 
dressed  masks  appeared ;  and^  on  the  whok, 
I  was  well  diverted. 

All  the  mob»  male  and  female^  of  Messina^ 
partake  of  this  amusement ;  and,  as  they  do  not- 
spend  their  money  at  the  ale-honse,  or  in  whis-* 
key,  they  can,  on  this  occasion,  afford  to  hire 
a  dress.  The  very  lowest  people  go ;  and  a  very 
strong  guard  of  British  and  Sicilian  soldiers  is 
necessary  to  keep  them  in  order.  It  is  astonish- 
ing how  well  they  all  dance. 

• 

36th. — ^There  is  not  to  be.  a  ball  to-night ; 
^ut  the  Carnival  lyiU  .finish  by  a  street-masque- 
rade, if  the  weather  allows,  commencing  about 
3 o'clock,  P.M.  and  ending  at  sun-set;  an  opera 
then  closes  all  gaiety  for  this  year:  praying  and 
fiisting  commence  to-morrow. 

It  cleared  up  at  noon ;  and  though  the  streets 
were  very  dirty,  the  masquers  paraded  about 
There  were  fewer,  however,  than  1  expected, 
and  all  of  the  very  lowest  class;  but  perfect 
order,  civility,  and  quiet  prevailed:  haw  dif- 
ferent from  the  London  or  Dublin  mobs.  I  cal- 
led  at  Marchetti's,  and  drove  with  him,  in  hia 
carriage,   through  the  inain  street :   he  had  a 
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few  friends  at  his  house^  and  asked  me  to  din^ 
ner^  but  the  hour  being  half  past  1  o^dock, 
P.M.  I  declined.  I  made  my  morning*  Tint 
wiien  he  and  the  company  were  at  the  desert ; 
a  fiew  of  the  better  masks  came  in^  as  they 
do  with  US  to  private  bouses  on  masquerades 
nights^  and  danced:  even  the  lowest  of  the 
people  dance  well;  they  danced  the  Sicilian 
fandango.  Sir  John  Stuart  closed  the  Carnival 
by  a  bail  and  supper. 

In  all  the  mobs  in  the  street  during  this  last 
week  of  the  Carnival,  I  never  saw  a  single  drun-* 
ken  individual,  nor  any  riot  or  incivility,  nor  were 
any  patrole  or  additional  guard  necessary ;  and 
yet,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  at  night,  in  the! 
theatre,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  very  strong 
guard,  and  Serjeants  and  s^itinels  in  the  pit, 
which,  like  our  Opera  House,  is  on  such  occa^ 
sions  boarded  over.  This  diflference  may  be 
thus  explained : — 'in  the  streets  all  pass  quietly 
through  the  crowd;  but,  in  the  theatre, 
they  give  way  to  romping  and  hilarity. — 
The  English  officers  do  not  understand  their 
jokes,  neither  do  they  understand  the  Eng- 
lish peint  d^ honour.  No  Sicilian  lady  goes 
into  the  pit;  the  masks  there  are  all  either 
Sicilian  prostitutes,  or  the  lowest  dregs  oi  the 


peopk^  nixed  with  wne  of  the  miiUIe  cIms^ 
Bjad,  pei|ia|^8^  a  doiea  Sicflian  gendemen, 
y^o,  like  our  yormg  mea,  go  for  tile  fiin^  and 
a  namber  of  English  officers^  who  have  no  otfaw 
place  (o  go  to  but  the  pit,  the  boxes  bdng  pii« 
Tate.  Such  a  heterogeneous  mixtuve  may  4^ 
tolerably  wdlj4iq[»ersed  in  wide  streets ;  but  wheat 
compressed  into  a  tibeatre,  the  coarseness  of  the 
jokes  provokes  the  Englirti  system  of  knodcmg 
down ;  and  the  theatre^  without  a  strong  guards 
would  soon  be  a  bear-garden :  They  certainly, 
ampugst  themselves,  put  up  with  what  would  be 
repugnant  to  our  ideas:  I  have  seen  them 
thump  each  other,  and  pidl  off  their  madu, 
9ad  ready  enough  to  join  in  school-boy  pby^ 
aU  leading  to  violence;  yet;,  on  this  occasion, 
they  think  nothing  of  it,  and  are  soon  good 
friends  again.  On  the  whole,  it  mist  be  oimi« 
fessed,  it  was  a  quiet,  peaceaUe  scene,  cam* 
pared  to  what  such  an  assemUage  wosdd  occasion 
in  England  or  Ireland. 

March,  2nd. — While  I  was  at  Messina,  I  ai« 
deavoured  to  get  what  the  naturalists  call  a 
Medusa's  head,  an  animal  that  is  caug^  on  this 
coast,  but  very  scarce :  sometimes  fine  sheOB 
are  found  on  the  Peninsula  from  Fort  Salvador 
to  the 


QUARANTIKK  LAWS.  S8t 

^  There  w  Mill  so  much  Mperstition  in  the 
worlds  (bat  they  will  not  allow  the  remains  ot 
what  tbey  call  Heretics  to  be  deposited  in  the 
aflual  burying  places^  and  therefore  the  English 
have  got  one  of  their  own^  on  the  Isthmas  near 
the  light-house:  from  the  great  number  of 
tonbnstones^  it  would  appear  that  many  of  our 
countrymen  have  closed  the  scen^  in  this 
island. 

At  Messina  they  are  very  particular  in  execu- 
ting the  quarantine  laws ;  but  no  wonder^  as  the 
city  suffered  so  dreadfully  by  the  plague,  forty 
years  ago. 

10th. — I  called  on  dd  General  Denaro  to  tak« 
leave ;  his  carriage  was  at  the  door ;  and^  as  he 
vi^as  merely  going  out  for  a  drive^  I  went  WiUi 
him  to  the  Favorita,  Sir  John  Stuart's  coui^ 
try  house:  the  situation  is^  indeed^  beautiful': 
We  visited  the  grotto^  and  then  returned  to 
Messina.  It  was  a  delightful  day :  being  Sun- 
day the  people  were  all  enjoying  it^  and  full 
dressed^  walking  as  we  do  to  Hyde  Park  or 
Kensington;  but  stilly  in  a  certain  lee-way, 
numbers  were  lousing  themselves.  On  my  return 
to  town  I  dined  with  Lord  Forbes. 
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11th. — ^There  was  some  firing  at  the  Paro 
hst  night  This  was  a  very  fine  day;  and, 
at  last^  I  took  my  departure  from  Mesmna; 
With  a  fine  breeze,  north-east,  which  would 
carry  me  to  Palermo  in  twenty*four  hoaiB^ 
if  we  could  but  get  through  the  Faro ;  but  far 
that  it  is  quite  contrary.  My  gun-boat  is  the 
best  of  the  flotilla ;  she  has  three  masts  with 
lateen  sails,  carries  two  long  brass  18-pounders 
and  two  24-pounder  carronades  :  the  cabin 
very  neat  and  good :  and,  as  1  have  all  to  my^ 
self,  [  could,  for  convenience,  go  to  England, 
or  any  where,  in  this  boat. 

I  embarked  my  baggage  early  this  morning ; 
and,  being  like  Admiral  Boyles,  now  deter- 
mined to  go  to  sea,  have  ordered  the  boat  Uk 
stand  down  to  the  Faro  with  the  current,  whidi 
is  here  very  strong ;  but,  as  the  wind  is  also 
strong,  and  against  this  operation,  it  will  be 
tedious^  if  even  possible.  I  wrote  to  Captain 
Robinson  for  a  scampavia  to  follow,  as  the  latter 
will  go  in  half  the  time. 

,  It  was  3  o'clock,  P.M.  when  I  took  leave  of 
Messina^  and  embarked  at  the  Marino.  The  gun- 
boat could  not  get  farther  than  Salvador  de  Greci, 
where  she  was  obliged  to  anchor ;  the  current 


chMged  ftt  noon  J  so  diat  tiU  5  o'clock^  when  it 
torns  again,  the  caunot  move:  iu  fact,  ^ith 
wind  contrary,  and  while  the  current  is  so,  she 
Blight  be  driven  over  to  Calabria ;  and  though, 
by  turning  and  passing  befcnre  the  wind,  she'* 
might  run  back  to  Messina,  still  if  it.  failed 
(which  it  does  in  these  streights  very  suddenly) 
the  boat  might  be  taken. 

The  Padrone  told  me  he  would  weigh  anchM 
at  5  o'clock,  so  I  went  on,  in  a  scampavia, 
which  accompanied  us  to  Gonzari,  to  dine  witii 
Major  Reeves  and  27th  regiment.  1  observed, 
near  the  Guarda  Fumara,  a  small  extinguished 
volcano,  which  1  did  not  notice  before,  and 
which  must  be  very  ancient;  the  crater  is 
perfectly  evident:  indeed,  from  the  quantity 
of  pumice,  and  other  volcanic  matter  found 
near  the  Citiidel,  there  must  have  been 
volcanoes  fonnerly  near  Messina,  as  pupaice 
coidd  never  be  carried  here  from  Etna; — no^ 
but  the  smaller  ashes  were  carried  to  Melazzo 
by  a  strong  wind  during  the  last  eruption  on  the 
Lingua  Grossa  side. 

I  landed  at  Gonzari  before  5  o'dock;  and, 
as  dinner  was  not  to  be  till  six,  I  got  a  horse 
from  Major  Reeves,  and  rode  with  him  to  the 
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Faro^  to  see  an  aneient  Imfli^  lately  discoTerecl 
in  dig^ng  the   canal    to  the  hkes*      There 
was    a    large    room^    with    het    an4   vapou* 
baths^   lilted  with  marble:    several  eoim  here 
been  found  here.*    The  room  was  paved  in- 
Af  esaic  black  and  white^  and  is  almost  perfect : 
the  cement  .very  strong  and  hard;  but  the  Mo- 
saic of  the  coarsest  kind.     Some  of  our  Vandals 
have  broke  this  pavement  already,  to  take  pieces; 
axid  I  took  one  !oo8e  stone,  which  I  certainly 
wouM  not  have  done,    had    it   been    perfect. 
i  observed  several    fine  shot   on  the  ground^ 
as  the  French  have  latterly  fired  a  good  deal 
here,  and  hit  the  barrack  huts  several  times  r 
k  is  not  more  than  two  miles  across. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  the  gun-boat  gel 
mnder  weigh  just  as  we  sat  down  to  dinner; 
and,  as  the  wind  has  fallen  almost  to  a  calm^ 
she  drifts  down  hst  with  the  current,  hot  mast 
anchor  at  the  Faro,  for  she  cannot  get  throi^ 


*  Marquis  Palermo  bas  a  camno  and  garden  near  the  Faro,  in  frbkh 
knay  coins  and  nedals  hare  been  found ).  also  the  naas^  of  a  bath. 

The  Tmeyards  of  the  Faro  have  been  much  iiyured  tbb  year  by  ofif 
camp.    The  Faro  wine  is  good,  but  not  niade  in  great  quantities. 


« 

Uii*  tide^  if  I  may  tenn  it  «o.  At  9  jo'dodc^ 
f  took  leave  of  my  boopitaUe  couatrymei^^  the 
offoeitt  of  the  2ad  hattalion  of  the  27ifa  regU 
meat^  and  embarked  o|i  the  scampavia  for  the 
Fa^ ;  aad^  on  arriving  at  the  giin-boaty  foand 
her  fipvgly  moored  for  the  night ;  ^nd  to  all  my 
entreaties  to  p«t  to  sea^  could  only  get  th^ 
wma,  —  '^  Impofsible^  impossiUe  ! "  .,  ^h^ 
Sicilians  hate  nigfat-work;  but^  as  the  moon 
flpo^e  bri^^  and  there  was  an  officer  ati^tios^^ 
here^  with  ajx  scampaviaf ^  I  landed^  and  f^^fM 
on  my  friend  Colonel  M'Kenue^  who  sent  for 
the  x>fficer :  the  scampavias  were  immediate^ 
sjaaBoed,  and  ordered  to  tow  the  g|in-bof^; 
round  the  Faro ;  I  sat  an  hoar  wi^  Cploi^^ 
M'Kenzie^  while  this  cfiei^tiqn  was  ^r^orming : 
at  11  o'clock  we  were  informed  that  the  boat 
was  round  the  Faro^  I  therefore  went  .to  her  i^ 
my  scampavia^  the  officer  coming  with  me; 
but^  alas !  our  outset  wfts  not  the  most  fortunate, 
the  soampavia  touched  some  rocks  in  going  to 
Gonzari  this  day^  not  far  from  the  Grotto ;  and 
though  the  coast  is^  in  general^  very  bold^  and 
deep  water  close  in  shore^  there  are  spipe  riches 
of  rock,  which  these  pepple  ought  to.  know 
almost  in  the  darkest  night.  The  scampavia* 
being  light  soon  got  off ;  but  I  thought  all  iny 
project  of  a  good  passage  to  Palermo  over, 
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on  perceiving,  as  we  doubled  the  Paro  point, 
that  the  gun-boat  was  absolutely  on  shore: 
there  is  a  ridge  nearly  opposite  the  tower  on 
the  north  side,  and  how  they  contrived  to 
get'  on  it,  I  cannot  conceive;  they  said  it 
was  owing  to  the  current.  1  landed,  with  the 
officer^  from  the  scampavia ;  most  fortunately  it 
was  now  perfectly  calm^  and  no  sea :  We  got 
an  anchor  out,  which  they  hauled  on ;  and  all 
the  scampavia  crews,  near  eighty  men  in 
number,  landed,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
some  soldiers  from  the  tower,  and  a  strong  haw* 
ser^  worked  hard  for  two  hours:  They  saidj 
at  all  events,  when  the  current  changed,  it 
would  bring  her  off;  and,  when  .we  almost 
gave  up  hopes,  by  one  great  exertion,  she 
swung  rounds  and  was  then  easily  towed  clear: 
a  large  piece  of  the  keel  was  carried  away,  but 
no  hole  in  her  bottom :  She  anchored  in  deep 
water  for  the  night ;  and  1  went  on  board,  dis- 
missed  the  scampavias,  and  never  slept  better  in 
my  life, 

12th. —  1  was  glad  to  find  at  day-light 
that  no  material  damage  had  happened  to 
the  boat:  We  got  under  weigh  at  sun-rise; 
but  it  is  now  unfortunately  almost  calm :  what 
wind  there  is,  however,  is  favourable :     As  fine 
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a  day^  and  as  warm  as  any  in  the  middle  of 
Sammer  in  England. — Full  new  of  Stromboli^ 
Lipari  Islands^  and  Melazzo.  As  we  make  but 
little  way^  I  landed  to  take  a  walk  on  shore^ 
and  amongst  the  hills  and  rocks  for  an  hour : 
The  stones  are  full  of  mineral  matter^  and  a 
great  variety  might  be  picked  up  here. 

As  I  have  now  fairly  bid  adieu  to  Messina^ 
I  shall  make  a  few  remarks.  I  have,  in  my 
Journal,  «o  fully  described  the  towns  and 
environs,  that  I  have  noUiing  to  add  on  that 
subject :  I  could  not  get  correct  infor-* 
mation  as  to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants; 
but  1  suppose  there  must  be  forty  thousand. 
As  to  society  and  manners,  the  nobility  and 
gentry  give  no  dinners,  suppers,  or  even  dry 
drums.  Prince  Brunicini  has  open  house  every 
night,  but  merely  for  gamblers ;  others  oc« 
casionally  go  there;  but  it  is  so  stupid, 
that  once  or  twice  is  quite  sufficient  for  a 
liian  who  does  not  gamble.  Monsieur  Mer- 
chatti  is  the  only  one  who  gives  dinners ;  he  is 
a  hospitable  old  man. 

The  English  and  Sicilians  mix  but  little. 
The  Sicilian  life  is  this  in  Messina : — ^They  rise 
early ;  but  do  not  walk  out  much  in  the  mom* 
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ing ;  they  diAe  at  1  o'^kM^k^  and  genially  in  a 
little  closet  close  to  the  kitchen^  which  ia  always 
at  the  top  of  the  house ;  and  if  there  is  a  cer- 
tain eon  veolence  in  the  palace  or  house^  it  is 
inTariably  in  the  kitchen.    They  eat  and  drink 
much ;    for  though  they  do  not  give  dinners 
themselves^  they  never  refuse  an  English  invi- 
tation  :    the  dinner  lasts  full  three  hours ;  after 
which  they  take  coffee,    then  a  drive  on  the 
MarinOj  and  from  thence  to  the  opera,  which 
begins  at  dark,  and  finishes  soon  after  9  o'clock^ 
when  (hey  sup.    In  the  hot  weather  and  too^ 
days,,  they  take  a  siesta  after  dinner  for  two 
hours,    and    after    that  their   evening   drive: 
They  have  little    education ;    and    the    great 
oly ect  of  desire  appears  to  be  having  diamonds 
and  carriages :     The  ladies  have,  indeed,  very 
splendid  diamonds ;  for  I  have  seen  them  at  the 
balls^  given  by  Sir  John  Stuart  and  the  English ; 
but  on  what  other  occasions  they  can  wear  them, 
as  there  is  not  a  Court  here,  I  am  ^t  a  loss  to 
conceive.    Numbers  of  people  have  carriages 
and  horses  that  are  sddom  used,  and  a  Duke, 
Prince,  or  Baron,  will  ceiptainly  value  himself 
on  having  half  a  dozen,   and  will  always  use 
the  worst.  —  The  best  make  but  a  wretched 
figure.    The  middle  ranks  take   the  siesta  at 
noon  all  the  yiear,  and  the  shops  are,  during 
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that  time^  -shot  v^j  I  was  surprised  to  ftnd 
almost  eirery  door  ia  Messina^  particularly 
of  the  shops>  all  sheeted  with  strong  iroiK 
It  seems,  the  Sicilian  mode  of  house  breaking^ 
(when  the  door  is  not  thus  secured)  is  to  make 
a  fire  against  it,  and  when  a  hde  is  burned 
large  enough  to  admit  a  man,  then  wi^r  is 
thrown  over  it,  and  the  robbers  go  in  and  pro* 
ceed  to  business ;  but,  since  the  iron  has  beea 
in  use,  this  mode  will  not  do:  there  are  no 
lamps  or  watchmen*  The  dirt  exceeds  belief; 
and  I  have  seen  a  big  woman,  weU  dressed, 
sit  at  her  shop-door,  close  to  the  street,  while 
two  operators  were  at  wor|£  lousing  her,  none 
of  them  minding  it  the  least:  —  Like  Edin* 
burgh  in  former  times,  pots,  basins,  and  slops 
of  all  kinds,  are  thrown  out  of  the  windows 
without  even  the  caution  of  Wdre^heeds ; — 
bugs,  fleas,  and  musquitos  are  too  numerous  to 
be  conquered,  though  the  bedsteads  are  all  of 

« 

iron. 

In  respect  to  assassination,  it  does  sometimes 
happen,  but  not  so  much  as  formerly ; — 
jealousy  is  mostly  the  cause.  I  have  walked  the 
streets  at  all  hours,  ni^t  and  day,  and  never 
met  any  accident,  or  saw  any  thing  wrong: 
after  10  o'clock,  you  meet  no  one,  but  the  Eng- 
lish officers  or  patroles. 
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The  servants  and  trades-people  are  all  cheats  ; 
indeed  many  of  the  former  are  so  in  all  coun- 
tries.    In  Sicily,  as  in  every  country  where  the 
English  go,  they  have  doubled  the  former  prices 
of  all  articles ;  and  the  natives  look  on  every 
John  Bull  as  a  fair  object  of  plunder,  which 
they  exercise  on  him,  as  far  as  they  can,  with- 
out mercy.    The  lower  classes  appear  to  me 
sober,  quiet,  industrious,  civil,    and  good  na- 
tured  as  possible :    if  well  treated  and  governed 
justly,  they  would  be,    1  think,    an  excellent 
people;    cleanliness,  and  its  attendant  virtues^ 
would  follow :   they  have  good  clothes,  and  all 
good  beds.     I  must  repeat  1  never  saw  such 
tatter-de-mallions,  or  such  drunkenness,  as  in 
my  own  country.     The  lower  Sicilians  are  also 
an  abstemious  people ;   they  do  with  little  food, 
but  eat  any  thing,  even  to  the  guts  of  every 
animal  killed, — oil  is  in  great  request ;  but  the 
chief  luxury  (and  so  cheap  that  all  may  enjoy  it) 
is  ice-water  and  lemonade. 

In  respect  to  trade,  it  is  cramped  by  bad 
government.  The  rich  and  fertile  soil  gets  no 
tissistance ;  and  from  never  changing  the  seeds^ 
the  fruits  and  vegetables  are  almost  all  bad: 
There  are  a  variety  of  wines,  which^  if  man* 
aged,  would  be  a  source  of  riches. 
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When  leaving  the  country^  1  shall  make  some 
more  general  remarks.  1  conclude  the  present 
iwith  a  few  respecting  morals^  &c.  Virtue  (like 
cxleanliness)  is  a  very  scarce  commodity  in  Sidly^ 
and  money  will  do  almost  any  thing:  it  will 
stop  a  prosecution  for  any  crime^  turn  a  suit^ 
obtain  situation^  and^  what  is  more  extraordi- 
nary, is  a  shield  which  gives  the  possessor  a  sort 
of  respect,  however  unworthy  he  may  be,  and 
enables  him  to  set  public  opinion  at  defiance ; 
and  if  the  general  report  oi  the  British  officers 
(and  we  have  now  been  here  near  ten  y^urs) 
is  not  most  shamefully  false,  it  will  also  obtain 
almost  any  woman  in  the  island.* 

While  I  state  this  I  must  also,  in  justice  to 
them/  say  that  I  firmly  believe  this  latter  sup* 
position  or  assertion  is  greatly  exaggerated. 

It  is  certain  that  intrigue  is  not  held  in  the 
same  disrepute  in  this  country  as  in  England. 
The  avowed  mistress  of  a  great  man  will  be  visi- 
;ted  ajid  received  here,  as  well  as  other  ladies  who 
would  not  be  in  England ;   still  it  would  be  most 


*  Dr.  Johnson  wys,  in  Eag1nad^**-«  WeritJi  commands  tiie  eye  of 
^eanty  and  the  ear  of  greatness,  gives  spirit  to  the  dnU*  and  a^thcprity 
to  the  timorous,  and  leares  him,  from  whom  it  departa^  without  virtue 
and  without  understanding.'' 
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uncharitable^  dsd  I  belieTC  most  ni^nst  to  aasert, 
that  female  virtue  it  not  to  be  fonnd  sooie 
where  in  Sicily>  though  few  of  my  couatrymen 
were  very  desirous  of  maidng  the  discovery. 
At  all  events  certain  appeamnces^  and  a  de«- 
ference  to  public  opinion,  most  be  obc^red 
in  Englandj  —  indifference  to  which  in  Sicily 
may  dispose  people  to  impute  guik^  where  it 
does  not  exist.  With  the  middle  and  lower 
orders^  though  a  man  will  be  jealous  of 
wife>  he  will  nol  hesitate  to  sell  hi^  sister  or 
daughter. 

How  are  we  to  account  for  these  contradict 
tions :  Will  it  be  believed  that  the  lower  Clergy, 
f#r  that  same  money^  will  assist  in  the  business 
4^  se^ction  ?  1  hope  it  is  not  true !  but  the 
charge  has  been  made  against  them,  if  a  re- 
port of  this  kind  rested  upon  one,  or  even  a 
few  occasions,  it  ought  never  to  be  mentioned ; 
but,  as  1  took  much  pains  to  obtains  infwmationr, 
I  Biust  say,  thiacharge  of  profligacy  has  been  made 
by  Sicilians  as  well  as  by  British  Residents,  and 
with  circomstances  which  4:laim  ray  assent. 

Speaking  of  the  Clergy  reminds  me  to  note, 
that  there  is  a  very  large  Ccdlege  in  Messina 
for  the  education  of  men  destined  for  the 
Church. 


When  the  Britkh  troops  first  eame  to  this 
islftfid  the  dnii&enness  was  rery  greats  and  no 
punishmefits  cdild  check  it :  hut  the  pretiauCkm 
lat«lj  taken  of  payinj^  the  men  their  halancev 
every  two  days^  so  as  to  leave  no  accumalation 
on  the  d4tfa  of  the  months  does  not  leave  them^ 
the  means  of  any  great  intoxication.  Where* 
ever  twenty  thousand  men  are  collected^  there 
wtll^  how^ver^  exist  some  crime ;  and  thus  foor 
of  our  soldiers  have  been  lately  hanged.  There 
is  very  little  Opthalmia  in  this  army :  that  trick 
is^  from  some  cause  or  other^  checked;  and 
.when  once  such  a  thing  is  checked^  if  there  is* 
amy  activity^  it  is  forgot^  and  then  soon  ceases : 
however  there  are  some  cases  of  it. 

What  surprised  the  Sicilians  most  about  the 
English^  was  their  deanliness  and  constant 
drunkenness:  Climate^  no  donbt^  operates:-'^ 
In  London^  John  takes  porter;  in  Ireland, 
(a  damp  country)  Pat  takes  whiskey :  here  the 
Sicilian  prefers  iced-water. 

The  fishermen^  marine  people,  and  servants, 
roust  be,  to  a  certain  d^^ee,  clean :  but,  as  to 
all  the  classes  of  workmen  and  labourers,  I  have 
often  said,  they  were  never  washed  from  the  dtfy 
of  their  birth. 
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There  is  a  Bank  at  Messina  and  Courts  of 
Justice.    The  Captain  of  Justice  is  head  of  the 
Police ;    but  the  Sicilian  is  so  fiur  a  military  go- 
vernment^ that  the  Military  Governor  is  the  head 
of  every  thing.    The  present  Governor,  Denaro^ 
is  a  Spaniard,  eighty-five  years  old;   but  enjoys 
all  his  faculties,   and  gets  through   business : 
His  niece,  ivho  resides  with  him,  is  half  Irish ; 
her  father  was  from  Ireland,— one  O'Day,  and 
related  to  the  O'Sheas  and  Macnamaras. 

The  lands  of  Sicily  are  all  in  the  hands  of  the 
Crown,  the  Church,  and  the  Barons,  with  near* 
ly  all  the  powers  of  the  Feudal  system ;  but  they 
hold  them  by  military  tenure,  and  are  obliged 
to  perform  certain  services  if  called  on. 

Special  Commissioners  are  sometimes  sent 
into  districts,  who/  in  particular  points,  act  in« 
dependent  of  the  Governor :  and  thus  Marquis 
Attale  was  sent  to  Messina,  two  years  ago,  on  * 
some  ridiculous  rumor  of  plots.  On  these 
occasions  sad  despotic  acts  take  place :  indeed, 
the  Senate  and  Judges  are  ready  enough,  and 
willing  instruments  of  oppression,  without  any 
extraordinary  Commissioner. 

When  Attale  was  sent  to  Messina,  he  com- 
mitted every  possible  act  of  cruelty  and  oppression. 
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inflicted  torture^  and  imprisoned  at  will.  Oiie  poor 
man  was  pat  intoaAmall  and  dark  dungeon  on  sulk 
picion^  and  kept  there  several  months.  As  the 
goal  was  not  large  enough  for  her  victims^  he 
had  several  dungeons  built  at  the  palace  near 
St.  John's  Church.  Though  the  English  mili- 
tary do  not  interfere  with  the  Sicilian  civil 
government^  still  this  man's  tyiranny  occasioned 
such  a  ferment^  that  an  enquiry  was  instituted^ 
and^  at  last^  Attale  was  removed. 

Whilst  I  was  at  Messina^  there  wer6  two  men 
confined  in  small  dungeons^  in  the  Citadel,  in 
darkness,   and  receiving  bread  and  water  once 
a  day :    one  of  them  was  in  a  small  dungeon  in 
the  light-house  tower,  and  an  English  soldier 
sentry  at  the  door ;  the  other  was  in  one  of  the 
angle  towers.    The  man  in  the  light-house  tower 
iiad  been  there  six  months ;    no  one  could  tell 
why.    There  were  galley  slaves  and  other  pri- 
soners in  the  Citadel ;  but,  as  I  understood^  by 
order  of  the  Sicilian  government,   and  as  we 
kept  the  Citadel,  I  suppose  we  were  obliged  to 
give  the  sentries.     These  men  disappeared  be- 
fore I  left  Messina :  some  said  they  were  sent  t6 
Calabria.      I  know  our  soldiers  believed  they 
were  sent  to  that  country,  from  whence  ho  tra- 
veller returns  !     For  some  time  the  sentries  had 
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orders  to  cull  them^    and  make  them  answer 
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every  half  hoar^  as  Baron  IVenk  was  tormented 
at  Magdeburgh ;  bat  when  this  was  mentioned^ 
our  sentries  had  positive  orders  not  to  disturb 
them. 

I  found  it  difficult  to  explain  our  mode  of 
tenure  to  Sicilian  land-lords :  neither  could  I, 
though  f  made  frequent  enquiry^  ascertain  what 
leases  they  gave  their  tenants  or  vassals :  I  be* 
lieve  they  differ  in  different  districts;  but^  in 
general^  a  rent  is  paid^  and  the  terms  are  short : 
in  many  instances  the  Communities^  Convents^ 
&c.  fiurm  the  vineyards^  olives^  and  orange-- 
groves  themselves ;  many  of  the  Crown  estates 
are  so  managed  by  agents^  and  even  the  Barons 
frequently  keep  vineyards  in  their  own  hands : 
1  must  confess  I  did  not  get  what  I  call  satisfac* 
tory  answers  to  my  enquiries  on  this  subject^ 
except  near  towns^  where  1  saw  few  enclo* 
sures.* 


*  By  vbat  I  beard  from  Palerao  and  others,  the  SiciBan  labourer  Is 
fiv  better  paid  than  the  Iriah. 

A  ploughman  has  a  tarii  a  day  and  his  food,  that  is,  bread,  soup,  and 
wine. 

A  herd  gets  £4  a  year,  bread  and  wine  every  day,  and  the  keep  ef 
a  horse,  cow,  or  goats. 
A  reaper  three  taris  a  day,  and  food. 
A  common  day  kboweri  three  taris  and  wine. 
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•  The  ealsi  eontiimed  a&  daj ;  I  haTe  therefore 
teken  the  opportiiaity  to  write  these  remarks  :-^ 
We  ha4  a  beautifal  sua-set  ckse  in  with  Mle- 
teuo  Point.  The  laoantains  behind  Mduaoj 
and  on  the  coast  beyond  Tindari,  form  a  suc^ 
cestton  of  beautif nl  ol^ects ;  on  the  fewer  decU* 
cities  of  many^  the  olive  and  orange  grow  faiz- 
nriantly.  The  colours  and  forms  these  moun^ 
tains  assume  at  diffietent  times^  as  the  sun  strttes 
on  than^  or  as  the  clondi  occasionally  galiietf 
Of  er  them>  are  «M:h  aa  would  appear  out  of 
nature^  if  represented  in  a  paindag;  hot^  in 
reality,  compose  the  most  magnificent  scenery 
that  can  possibly  be  conceiTed,-~wild^  varfeil» 
and  sublime^ — affording  constant  delight.  Fur^ 
tba  on,  near  Cefida,  is  an  extensive  forest^ 
the  only  one  that  deserves  that  name  in  tiMi 
idand. 

Though  this  boat  is  fall  dedted  and  iaige^ 


t  1 1  »»— <i»<i  1 1  ■  ig— »^p^i».^»— ■^^i^^*'*'*'^ 


;  Jk  otnmoa  4»y  labourer  im  th9  ▼iaeyar^  l^or  tarnt^  ioaf ,  and  viaib 

Carp«aten,  smithi,  taflon,  and  shoe-maken,  at  least  equal  to  tiPO 

sbillioj^  per  day ;   fiill  ai  much  as  four  shUliDgi  and  sixpence  in  En^- 

Paiftters  bf  Uie  piece  eara,  aocovdii^  to  tkeb  abjlitf ,  from  tvo  al>i- 
lings  to  five  per  day. 

A  (oris  is  about  sixpence  British. 

Aa 
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still  in  ealms  they  can  row^  and  have  noW^ 
at  9  o'clock,  P.M.  commenced^  (as  we  have  no 
wind^)  according  to  their  custooiy  singingp  a 
mariner's  hymn^  and  which  they  will  continue 
all  night :  it  is  very  pleasing.  These  Sicilian 
sailors  are  the  quietest^  most  obliging,  and  tract- 
able people-l  ever  met  with.  All  that  enter  our 
service  become  clean,  and  I  believe  there  is 
scarcely  an  instance  of  desertion ;  and  though 
timid  navigators,  and  cowards  in  hard  weather, 
they  have  invariably  behaved  well  in  action. 
The  moi^  1  see  of  them  the  oftener  I  exclaim^ 
Poor  people  !  what  a  pity  you  are  so  ill  treated 
and  governed.  Though  this  gun -boat  is  so 
perfect  in  all  other  matters,  and  might  go 
to  Gibraltar,  the  kitchep  in  her  is  the  most 
miserable  and  dangerous  contrivance  I  ever  saw; 
and,  as  she  makes  long  voyages,  safety  from  fire 
is  very  necessary :  in  boats  that  cannot  be  more 
than  twenty  hoikrs  at  sea,  ho  fire  is  required. 

Before  I  go  to  bed,  I  note  that  all  this  day, 
and  now  10  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  12th  of 
March,  it  was  and  is  as  virarm  as  in'  the  middle 
of  Summer  in  England.  I  have  sat  all  the 
evening  with  the  sky-light,  door,  &c.  open, 
and  the  lamp  undisturbed,  though  exposed  to 
the  air:    a  little  wind  would  be  welcome;— 
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I  should^  be  glad  to  see  the  lamp  blown  out. 
We  caught  a  small  turtle  this  afternoon. 

13th. — The  cabin  is  as  convenient^  and  as 
good  and  clean  as  in  packets^  so  that^  having  my 
own  beddings  and  the  birth  having  fine  silk 
curtains^  I  stripped^  and  went  regularly  to  bed 
last  night 

It  is  perfectly  calm:  We  made  but  little  way 
ill  the  night;  and  are^  now  9 o'clock^  A.M. 
opposite  Tindari.  Numbers  of  sea  gulls  hover- 
ing about  the  Sicilian  mountains^  appear  under 
their  grotesque  clifls :  the  road  to  Palermo 
on  the  top  must  be  bad  indeed.  Wc  saw  a 
town  in  ruins  on  the  summit  of  a  hill  near  Tin- 
dari ;  and  at  noon  heard  the  gun  of  Melazzo : 
the  custom  in  Sicily  being  always  to  fire  at  noon^ 
as  well  as  morning  and  evening. 

At  1  o'clock^  P.M.  a  good  breeze^  and  per- 
fectly feir :  discovered  a  sail  a>head ; — appears 
a  large  sloop^  signal  made  but  not  answered ; 
fired  at  her  one  shot^  of  which  she  took  no  notice : 
we  stand  on  our  course.  Early  this  mornings  and 
till  1 1  o'clock^  we  were  very  near  the  Lipari 
Islands :  I  saw  the  side  of  Volcano^  which 
they  call  the  Cultured.     Th^e  may  be  some 
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brashwoodj  and  browzing  for  goat4  tbere ; 
but  most  of  the  island  is  rock  and  volcanic  ashes 
on  this  side :  I  saw  one  very  green  field  appa- 
rently  of  corn ;  but  the  island  is  nearly  barren. 
It  is  very  singular^  but  I  have  always  remarked^ 
^t^  in  all  states  of  the  weatherj  when  you  can 
fee  these  islands^  which  are  all  of  a  conical  shape, 
except  Lipari  and  Volcano^  there  is  a  cloud  over 
theni>  having  exactly  the  appearance  of  smoke, 
and  so  perfectly  similar  to  the  actual  amoke  of 
Stromboli,  that  a  stranger  would  be  convinced 
they  were  all  smoking. 

At  S  o'clock,  P.M.  passed  dose  to  Cape  Or^ 
lando ;  there  is  a  castle  on  the  top  of  it :  The 
wind  is  perfectly  faxTj  but  little  of  it :  we  carry 
all  the  sail  we  can.  Pascall  is  at  work  dressing 
the  turtle,  but  the  fire-place  is  so  smaU^i  and  tfaa 
cooking  implements  so  bad,  I  doubt  if  he  will 
make  much  of  it. 

Six  o'clock,  P.M.  The  weather  continues 
fine ;  and  the  passage,  though  slow,  has  been 
very  pleasant.  .  The  wind  has  npw  increased 
just  past  iiun:set,  and  we  get  on  swiftly ;  it  ia 
^s  fair  as  it  can  blow.  We  can  see  Mount  Pc- 
legrino,  and  hqpe  to  be  in  early  to-morrow: 
strange    rpn^antic    lormisi    of   the  maantaina. 
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as  We  coast  alon; ^  tfford  a  continual  variety  of 
view. 

14th. — Very  early  this  morning  we  were  off 
Termini^  and  so  near,  that  I  ordered  the  boat 
oat^  and  went  on  shore^  directing^  the  gun-vessel 
to  lie-to  till  my  return.  I  sent  one  of  Ihe  sailors 
to  get  some  bread  and  milk  for  breakfieust^  while 
I  walked  about  this  ancient  place. 

Termini  19  butlt^  at  the  end  of  a  promon^ 
tory^  close  to  the  sea;  or>  to  speak  more 
correctly^  is  built  on  the  low  gpround^  rising 
from  thence,  entirely  up  the  rock,  on  the  top 
ti  which  is  a  castle.  There  is  an  aqueduct 
near  die  town^  and  some  old  hot  baths^  the 
water  is  extremely  hot,  and  tbey  may  be  used  as 
vapour  baths:  there  is  a  good  church :  and  them 
are  several  antique  fragments  and  marbles  at  fhsi 
Fsiazzo  de  Justida,  or  Town  House. 


over  Termini,  and  lodging  at  ^ 
surroundiBg  country,  naturaHy  brought  t^  mind 
ttie  scenes  of  which  this  spot  was  once  th6 
theatre :  what  revolutions  are  effected  by  Time  ? 
Termini^  the  ancient  Hymera,  was  built  by  the 
Carthaginians,  and  must  have  been  a  considera- 
ble place  in  those  days.    As  we  are  told  Amil^ 
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ear  attacked  the  Grecian  army  here^  with  two 
•  hundred  thousand  men.     Ainilcar^  and  most  of 
his  army,  were  afterwards  killed,  in  one  of  the 
g^reatest  battles  fought  in  ancient  times. 

Termini  is  now  a  poor  place ;  but  what  misery 
and  destruction  has  it  not  witnessed^ 

Our  sailors  got  some  good  bread,  but  neither 
milk  nor  oranges  were  to  be  had :  I  returned  on 
board  the  gUn-Vessel  before  10  o'clock^  and  we 
stood  on  with  a  fair  and  good  breeze. 

* 

I  neglected  to  bring  any  wax  candles,  so  was 
reduced  in  the  evenings  .  to  the  light  of  the 
gun-boat  lamp,— the  exact  counterpart  of  the 
ancient  Terracotta  lamps ;  and  1  was  rejoiced 
last  night  at  our  having  got  wind  enough  to 
blow  it  out;  This  is  an  excellent  boat,  sails 
very  fast,  and  with  less  motion  than  I  could 
conceive:  she  is  nearly  as  large  as  a  Holy- 
head packet,  but  quite  differently  built.  The 
Padrone^  or  Captain^  says  we  shall  get  to  Pa- 
lermo^ at  all  events^  to  the  English  hour  of 
dinn^ 

Soon  after  fell  calm;  all  our  oars  out^  and 
and  hard  at  work.    At  3  o'clock^  P.M.  we  were 
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in  sight  of  Palermo^  and  arrived  in  the  Bay  at 
3  o'clock^  but  near  four  miles  from  the  landing 
place^  so  got  into  the  small  boat^  and  rowed  to 
shore. 

As  I  passed  the  Canopus,  1  enquired  for 
the  Admiral^  but;  he  was;  gp^e  to  Palermo  to 
dine. 

.  1  landed  soon  after  4  o'clock^  and  |^ot  excel- 
lent quarters  at  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Hotel, 
in  the  great  square. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


Palermo --Capuchin  Convent—Mode  of  Pre- 
serving  the  Dead-^-Jfoctumal  Promenade  on 
the  Marino— nUa  Botera— -Venus  and  tht 
Monks— Villa  Patagonia  and  the  Monsters — 
Mount  Pelegrino. 

March^  15th.— The  beautiful  situation  of  IHi- 
lenno  exceeds  description:  In  all  my  traveb 
I  never  was  more  struck  with  any  place.  The 
city  is  a  very  fine  one>  and  has  something  mag- 
Bificent  in  its  appearance ;  but  the  views  from 
the  enchanting  Marino  are  really  beyond  what 
fimcy  can  imagine.  1  wish  I  had  had  some 
friends^  and  those  most  dear  to  me^  here,  to  par- 
take of  the  delightful  scene.  The  Marino  is 
twelve  hundred  yards  long,  and  close  to  the  sea. 
There  is  a  foot  way  flagged,  in  the  best  manner, 
the  entire  length :  it  is  fifteen  feet  wide,  and 
raised  two  feet  above  the  carriage-way,  which 
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JB  fifty  yards  wide.  NotwiChslMduig  titt  length 
of  tltts  walk^  there  k  a  low  paimpet  wtU  cfeee 
to  the  sea*  $o  at  not  to  intemipt  the  view  iu 
the  leasts  and  a  seat  in  cttt-stooe  the  eatipe 
length :  to  the  west^  the  Mount  Pelegrino ;  and 
to  the  east^  the  hiHs  ahove  the  Bagaria. 

I  called  on  onr  Ambassador  this  morning; 
and,  before  dinner^  I  went  to  the  Capicbin  Gotir 
vent :  it  is  in.  a  beavtifal  sitnatioii^  a  little  ^al 
of  towo^  and  is  the  Jkurgest  I  hiive  met  with  of 
the  wder^  containing  one  handred  and  sixty 
monks  :  No  woman  is  allowed  to  enter.  The 
situation  is  ite  principal  recomoieadation.  They 
have  a  tolerable  ganieo^  an  indiflferent  refectory^ 
and  a. poor  church.  The  libxvy  is  a  handsooie 
room ;  but  the  chief  curiosity  ^  the  Convent 
is  a  large  lofty  apartment  underground,  with 
windows,  and  gaUeries  with  niches»  inwUch 
the  dried  bodies  of  the  Capttohias  are  placed  in 
their  dresses. 

The  mo^  ef  preservation  is  this : — ^They  pat 
the  body  into  a  siaaU  dry  room  on  a  sort  of 
large  grating ;  diey  then  close  the  door,  and 
mortBT  it  up,  so  as  to  eEdade  aU  aar.  By  this 
procoBs^  in  six  months,  it  is  completely  Med 
and  quite  light,  but  much  sltfivcUed.  They 
th^  take  out  the  body,  wash  it,  and  expose  it 
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some  days  in  the  heat  of  the  sun ;  after  wliich 
it  is  dressed,  and  placed  in  a  niche,— «  dis^ustin^ 
sight :  though  a  visit  here  might  mortify  the 
pride  of  some,  and  remind  Uiem— • 

«  That  all  which  beauty,  aU  which  wealth  e'er  gET«, 

«  Await  alike  the  inevitable  hour 

«'  The  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grare.'* 

For  extent,  and  good  light,  it  is  the  hest  ceme- 
tery I  ever  saw.    There  are  some  hundreds  of 
coffins  also,   or  rather  chests,  on  the  ground, 
in  which  the  bodies  of  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try   are    deposited,    appearing  in  fiitt  dress: 
in  general  the  relations  keep  a  lock  on  this 
coffin  chest,  and  occasionally  come  and  pay  a 
visit  to  their  deceased  friend ;  one  or  two  had 
the  keys  in,  and  we  opened  them. 

Brydone  says,^ — ^No  woman  is  ever  admitted 
into  this  Convent  dead  or  alive ;  but  in  this  be 
is  wrong.  The  fair  sex  when  dead  gain  admit- 
tance, with  this  difference,  that  to  their  apart- 
ment there  is  a  close  door,  which  is  never 
opaied  but  to  admit  a  body :  there  is  a  large 
parehment,  like  a  curtain,  before  it,  on  which 
the  names  of  all  the  ladies  'there  deposited  are 
entered.  1  cannot  conceive  why  the  living 
female  should  be  forbid  entrance;  for,  as  the 
Capuchins  may  go  out  as  much  as^  they  please, 
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If  indined  to  amours^  there  is  nothing  fo  pre- 
vent them* 

■ 

"  16th. — This  is  as  raw^  cold^  and  bad  a  day  as. 
any  in  England  in  winter.  I  was  surprised  to 
find  Lieutenant  Crotley^  with  a  division  of  gnn- 
boats;  be  put  in  on  his  voyage  to  Trapani^ 
where  he  is  to  be  stationed*  There  is  a  very* 
comfortable  good  Hotel  here^  (no  bad  assistant 
in  rendering  a. place  agreeable ;)  it  is  kept  by 
an  Italian^  but  he  is  married  to  an  English 
woBian>  which,  I  believe,  accounts  for  the  good- 
ness of  the  establisbment.  There  are-  a  number 
of  excdlent  open  carriages  for  hire,  and  reason-* 
able  enough ;  for  two  dollars  and  a  half  they 
give  the  open  carriage  for  the  mornings,  and  a 
chariot  for  night. 

The  EngliA  Ambassador  Lord  Amherst  and 
family  reside  here :  I  dined  with  his  Lordship 
this  day,  and  met  several  young  English  gen- 
tlemen, who  were  on  their  travels  to  see  this 
island.  The  Continent  has  been  so  long  shut 
to  travellers  that  this  and  the  Greek  Islands  are 
now  thdir  only  resource. 

Before  1  went  to  dinner,  I  called  on  the  Prime 
Minister,  Marquis  Circello,  to  whom  I  had  a 
letter. 


S64  FAtSRMO. 

• 

I  received  a  polite  note  from  the  Duke  of 
Orieans,  requesting  to  see  me  this  evening' at 
S  o'clock ;  at  which  time  I  drove  to  the  palace^ 
and  tat  above  an  hoar  with  bis  Serene  High« 
ness :  he  is  a  very  Bensible^  rational  young* 
man^  seems  to  have  very  just  ideas^  and  moat 
engaging  manners.  The  early  lessons  he  re« 
ceived  in  the  school  of  advenity  appear  not  to 
have  been  thrown  away  upon  him.  He  is  mar-* 
ried  to  a  daughter  of  the  King  of  Sicily. 

Admiral  Boyles  called  upon  me,  and  was  so 
good  aa  to  invite  me  to  dine  with  him  on  board 
tbe  Ganopvs  whenever  I  chose.  I  wbs  very 
glad  to  hear  from  him  that  oar  worthy  friead 
Ciqitain  M'Ktnley  was  appointed  Flag  Captain 
to  Sir  Charles  Cotton. 

Tlws  day  I  drove  about  tbe  sk-eets,  and  round 
the  town  by  the  Marino,  in  one  of  the  open 
carriages. 

» 

J^fermo  has  five  gates :  the  PoflA  Nova  and 
Porta  Felice  are  the  best;  but  the  Porta de  Qted 
is  very  pretty  ;  also  another,  with  handsome 
stone  Doric  columns,  near  the  Botanic  Garden. 
Four  large  and  handsome  streets  in  Pblerrao  all 
Jheet  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  There  are  a 
great  number  of  fine  palaces,  buildings,  ftmn- 
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taira^  marble  stajtue^^  and  beautiful  marUe  co« 
lumns  before  many  of  the  houftQ0>  and  aU  Aft 
windows  have  balconies. 


We  drove  to  the  silk  maoufiictory  about  a 
mile  out  of  town ;  but  they  do  not  work  this 
week :  From  thence  I  went  with  Mr.  Crotky 
to  the  Capuchins^  as  he  wished  to  see  that 
extraordinary  Convent;  and  I  again  vittted 
the  apartments  of  the  dead.  I  find  the  oldest^ 
as  they  say^  was  placed  here  in  the  year  1693 ; 
btttj  as  this  body  appears  one  of  the  moat  pot* 
fecty  and  hi  more  so  than  some  only  three  years 
here^  I  think  it  a  trick  St.  Non«  1  find^  makes  the 
foUowbg  remark  as  to  their  appfarance :  He  say^ 
^'  Les  corps  aUaches  par  le  oo)  resseaiblrat  par 
*'  faitement  a  autant  de  pendus."  At.  a  little 
distance  they  look  like  so  many  criminak  hang- 
ing, as  their  heads  are  aU  bent  down^  und  their 
bands  and  arms  tied  as  those  of  men  at  execntMi^ 
more  particularly  as  they  have  clothes  on*  I  wea 
surprised  at  the  numbers.  The  old  Capuehill# 
who  went  down^  said  there  were  a  thousand^ 
besides  those  in  the  oof^m  boxes,  which  ere 
numerous;  a|id^  m  to  sculls  and  hopes  of  otfMm 
(so  long  there  as  to  have  fiiUen  ftoia  their  qi^hes) 
they  were  past  connting.  I  doubted  him;  but 
soon  county  upwards  of  four  hu»dred^  so  that 
I  dure  say  hi»  is  ea£re«t.    It  secma  theoe  i^.Mo- 
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ther  entrance  to  this  Golgotha^  for  ladies  or 
women  who  chuse  to  visit  the  place^  (though  no 
female  can  be  admitted  to  the  inside  of  the  Con- 
vent^ except  to  the  Churchy  they  are  allowed  to 
visit  this  receptacle  of  the  dead^  but  must  come- 
by  the  above  entrance^)  so  as  to  admit  them 
without  entering  by  the  Conveiit,  over  the  gate 
of  which  is  written,  that ''  No  woman  can  enter 
under  pain  of  excom<nunication !" 

The  Capuchins,  though  poor  tbemselveir^ 
were  employed  in  distributing  soup  to  a  number 
of '  miserable  persons,  who  were  like  houndg 
after  it. — Poor  people !  there  is  great  poverty 
amongst  them ;  and  yet,  I  must  again  repeat, 
not  that  squalid  wretchedness  so  often  met  with 
in  Ireland. 

The  town  is  surrounded  mostly  by  a  wall,  or 
houses  built  on  the  space  where  there  was  a  wall, 
and  some  remains  of  bastions  and  fortifica* 
tions. 

c  '  •  - 

I  dined  again  with  Lord  Amherst,  and 
went  with  him  to  an  Oratorio,  iii  the  Opera 
house:  the  boxes  are  all  private,  and  dear 
enough,  being  about  £150  a  year  each.  After 
the  Opera,  we  visited  a  CowoeraUtione,  as  it  is 
called;   but,  in  h/fA,  a  gambliDg4iouse^  nearly 
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as  bad  and  stupid  as  Bnintcini's  at  Messina. 
I  saw  a  number  of  stars  and  rtbbcms^  and  yet 
many  very  vulgar  looking  men.  The  few 
women  there  appeared  as  fond  of  <  gambling  as 
the  men.  I  did  not  stay  more  than  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  :  It  rained  very  hard  all  this  even* 
ing  and  night 

The  thermometer  has  varied  very  much  be^ 
tween  this  day  and  the  day  before  yesterday; 
being  to  day  at  thirty-nin^  degrees  and  before 
yesterday  at  sixty-six.  Lady  Amherst  shewed 
me  a  journal  she  kept  here  of  the  thermometeri 
from  May  1809,  to  May  1810;  the  highest  was 
in  July,  when  it  stood  at  one  hundred  and  three ; 
the  lowest  in  February,  when  only  thirty-three ; 
being  seventy  degrees  difference:  this  was  at 
noon  in  the  shade,  in  the  air,  and  a  north  aspect. 
They  observed  always  near  ten  degrees  differ-- 
eace  in  the  house  and  in  the  air^  being  much 
hotter  in  the  open  ^in  In  Summer  they  close 
the  wipdows  and  doors  for  coolness,  and  to  keep 
$he  ^ir  And  the  flies  out 

Palenno  is  juytly  the  Capital,  being,  in  all 
ifssp^ts,  far  superior  to  any  town  in  Sicily, 
indeed  equal  to  any  of  the  best  towns  in 
JSurope:    for  beauty  of  situation  it  yields  to 
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wme;  and  ia  the  ridinciB  and  mi^ifioence 
of  iU  churches  k  certainly  next  to  Rome.     The 
•Ireeta,  as  in  all  Sicilian  towns^  are  adminibly 
weH  pavedj  or  rather  flagged.    Palermo  it  also 
kq>t  very  clean.    The  port  is  full  of  shipping. 
There  is  scarcefy  a  house  that  has  not  sone* 
thing  striking  in  its  architecture^  and  a  num- 
ber of  marble  columns^  either  in  front  or  in  the 
court-yards ;  for  eyery  great  palace  has  a  kurge 
court-yaid^  with  a  piazza  and  columns  of  mar- 
Us.    The  principal  strset^  called  the  CassarOj 
runs  from  the  Marino  to  the  palace^  and  is  a 
mile  in  length ;  it  is  crowded  with  people^  who 
seem  to  be  in  fall  employment :   at  each  end  are 
two  of  the  beautiful  gate-ways,  viz.   the  Porta 
Fdice  next  the  Marino,  and  the  Pwta  Nova 
at  the  other  extremity.    The  nobility  and  gen^ 
try  drive  in  their   carriages    every  afternoon 
along  the  Cassaro  aad  Marino^  and  the  people 
walk  along  the  latter.    In  the  Summer  time, 
I  am  told  it  is  as  fall  as  Hyde-Park,  or  Ken* 
aingtoa-Gardens  ever  were :    There  is  a  bufld- 
ing  in  the  middle,  in  which  a  very  good  band 
plays  for  two  hours  every  day.    An  excellent^ 
puppet  show  is  also  exhibited  once  or  twice, 
morning  and  evening,  from  a  balcony  on  the 
Marino*     This    is  a  favourite  amusement  in 
Sicily,  and  they  are  very  clever  at  it. 
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There  are  two  public  gardens  at  the  east  end 
of  the  Marino^* — the  Botanic  and  Uie  Flower 
Gkurden ;  the  former  is  under  the  direction  of 
JDoctor  Tineo.  At  the  entrance  is  a  buildings 
with  porticos^  front  and  rear^  and  fluted 
'Doric  columns;  it  is  the  model  of  an  an- 
cient temple  :  i  have  not  seen  any  architec- 
ture more  chaste  or  striking.  The  lecture- 
room  has  four  statues^  and  a  very  hand- 
some dome.  The  garden  is  extremely  wd^ 
laid  out^  and  has  seTcral  fountains  in  it.  Ad- 
joining is  the  Sorrer  gaitlen^  the  walks  in  which 
are  tery  pretty.  People  of  all  ranks  are  ad- 
mitted ;  and  towards  afternoon  it  is  always  full. 
Gukar  players^  &c.  &c.  entertain  the  different 
groups^  who  here  enjoy  their  evening  walk  in: 
a  moat  enchanting  spot.  There  are  a  number 
ci  marUe  busts  in  the  vmlks^  and  several  temples 
and  summer-houses.  The  whole  is  surrounded 
with  a  wall^  and  laid  out  with  great  taite :  the  wall 
is  low  however^  and  does  not  interrupt  the  grand 
and  picturesque  views  of  the  mountains  all  round 
the  land  side  of  Palermo.    In  one  part  there 


*  nnripg  the  bot  n^tiier  (about  four  maalht)  the  SrUrino  it  crowded 
with  people  all  nighty  and  it  is  a  privilege  of  tlie  walk,  that  lights  art 
extiDgiiished;  the  carriages  aod  servants  wait  at  a  distance, 
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are  a  number  of  iiionaiBeiita  of  great  Bien>  rach 
as  Diodams^  Archimedes^  Ac*  i^l  surroonded 
vkh  cypresB,  willows^  &c.  The  moaameDts 
are  very  handsome^  and  in  various  iorms.  The 
harmless  lizard  plays  abont^  and  nomben  off 
insects  and  butterAies  of  beautiful  colours  enjoy 
the  sweets  oi  this  garden. 

The  following  account  of  the  Marino  is  cch>* 
ttcHy  given  by  Brydone. 

'^  In  the  Summer  they  convert  night  into 
day  ;  and  here  (where  there  is  generally  a  little 
Inreeae)  a  concert  begins  at  midnight:  at  that 
time  the  walk  is  crowded  with  carriages  and 
people  on  foot ;  and  the  better  to  &vour  plea« 
sure  and  intrigue^  there  is  an  order^  that  no 
person,  of  whatever  quality,  shall  presume  to 
carry  a  light  with  biro.  The  flambeaux  are 
extinguished  at  the  Porta  Felice,  where  the  ser^ 
vants  wait  for  the  return  of  the  carriages ;  and 
the  company  generally  continue  an  hour  or  two 
together  in  utter  darkness,  except  when  the  in* 
truding  moon,  with  her  horns  and  her  chastity, 
eomes  to  disturb  them.  The  concert  finishes 
about  two  in  the  morning,  when,  for  the  most 
part,  every  husband  goes  home  to  his  own  wife. 
This  is  an  admirable  institution,  and  never  pro- 
duces any  scandal :  no  husband  is  such  a  brute 
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nm  to  deny  hta  wife  the  Mwino ;  and  the  Hiifiet 
wte  80  cautious  and  ciraiimpect  On  their  side^ 
ibat  the  more  to  avoid  giving  offence^  they  Terji 
often  put  on  masks/' 

Wednesday^  90tfa.«-<-I  droYO  out  to  the  Bagtria 
about  seven  Irish  miles  east  of  Palenno^  a  vil* 
lage  in  a  most  enchanting  situation^  except 
the  total  want  of  wood ;  fbr  the  few  oUve  trees 
cannot  be  looked  on  even  as  a  shrubbery.  This 
road  for  Sicily  is  very  good  and  wide ;  but  either 
covered  with  loose  sea  gravel  or  hard  stones. 

AH  round  the  Villa  Botera  the  nobility  bav* 
country  houses.  As  a  general  deicription  of  ali» 
1  must  say  their  chief  pride  is  the  situation ; 
the  prospect  is,  indeed,  as  fine  as  any  can  be 
that  is  entirely  divested  of  wood :  The  paiaoos 
are  huge  masses  of  stone;  a  few  are  of  good 
architecture,  but  most  of  them  a  strange  heap  of 
masonry ;  and  though  there  are  fine  marUe  stair- 
cases well  executed  with  gilding  and  painting, 
yet  they  are  all  the  worst  finished  in  the  inside, 
and  the  most  uncomfi>rtable  dwellings  that  can 
be  imagined. 

After  the  convenience  and  comfinrts  of  an 
English  country  house,  these  mansions  are  but 
dull  abodes,  even  assisted  by  the  fine  situation 
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and  prospect  in  which  they  are  placed :    About 

all  there  is  an  appearance  which  I  cannot  better 

describe  than  by  saying^they  are  like  CasUe-raek^ 

renk  Even  in  this  fine  climate  they  are  damp^  the 

roofs  out  of  order^  well  painted  ceilings  spoiled 

by  the  wet ;   and  those  parts^  which  in  no  cli* 

mate  will  last  without  oil  -  painty  care^  and  att 

tention^  are  in  complete  derangement :     Almost 

every  Sicilian  house  has  a  fine  painted  ceilings 

but  every  other  part  of  the  building  in  the 

inside  (except  the  marble-work)  is  as  had  as 

can  be  conceived.    These  villas  have  aU  gardens 

in  the  oldest  style  with  ^^alks^  ^  and  cut  box ; 

but^  as  to  wall  fruity  or  any  tolerable  system  of 

gardenings  there  is  no  such  thing. 

4 

The  Villa  Botera  is  a  large  uncomfortable 
house ;  the  gardens  very  neatly  kept^  but  aU  in 
the  style  above  described.  At  the  end  of  a  fine 
wide  gravel  walk^  is  a  handsome  building  of 
good  architecture ;  the  greater  part  of  which 
is  taken  up  with  the  representation  of  a  convent, 
in  which  there  are  about  a  dozen  cells^  with  all 
the  necessary  apparatus,  and  kept  clean ;  also 
a  wax-work  figure  in  each,  as  large  as  life,  and 
dressed  representing  a  Monk, —  one  reading, 
another  praying,  and  so  on :  the  figures  are 
very  well  executed:  In  another  apartment, 
near  the  gallery  of  these  waxen  Mopks,  to  har^ 
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motiiKe  ynih,  and  enliven  the  scene^  there  is  a 
wax-work  Venus^  as  large  as  life^  lying  naked 
on  abed.* 

The  Villa  ValgMneia  (now  allotted  to  the 
Duke  of  Orleans)  is  much  the  best  at  the 
Bagaria^  and  stands  high,  commanding  a  beau-* 
t»f al  prospect  of  both  sea^  as  they  call  it ;  for> 
just  opposite^  a  mountain  not  unlike  Howtbj 
m  the  Bay  of  Dublin^  runs  out,  and,  in  fact, 
fibrms  two  bays ;  that  to  the  east  cannot  be  seen 
from  Peiermo. 

This  Villa  Valguanera  stands  higb^  and  has 
a  beautiful  terrace  in  fronts  and  on  two  sides : 
The  palace  is  large;  and,  as  to  stone  and 
marble  work,  very  well  built.  The  views  from. 
the  terrace  are  fine  indeed ;  and  there  is  a  great 
profusion  of  marble  busts  and  statues  all  round, 
and  in  the  garden^  r  which  is  laid  out  in  cut  box- 
walks  in  a  style  four  centuries  old. 

I  ... 

The  Villa  Palagonia,  I  heard^  vras  one  of  the 


*  A  strange  Sdea,  to  be  at  the  ezpienie  of  a  large  bailding  and  wax 
Sfttres  reprefcnting  Monkfy  when  tfaef  ara  so  plenty  in  reality  herew 
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most  «xti<tordiiiary  bouses  on  eifrth :    bit  this  w 
not  tiie  case  at  present 

The  late  Prince  was  a  very  singular  man, 
and  spent  Vi^t  sums  of  nestey  on  statnes  of 
monsters  and  ettraMdinary  figures ;  but  what 
aM  now  to  be  seen  nre  not  by  any  means,  sndi 
ad  Brydone  des^ribea^  w  sach  as  to  create 
more  than  a  kugh.  9winbame  is  almost  as 
eltmvagant  as  Bryckme  in  the  o^coount  of  tbeae 
monsters.  Bat^  in  jostioe  to  them,  I  mmit  stete^ 
that  I  have  heard^  from  pretty  good  aiithoraty, 
that  the  present  proprietor  was  so  ashamed  of 
the  absurdity  of  h&s  ancestor^  that  he  c«m$ed  all 
the  tmnsters  in  the  house  to  be  destroyed,  nnd 
had  the  greater  part  of  those  without  taken 
down  and  buried. .  As  to  the  inside  I  am  posi« 
the  nothing  has  been  removed;  and,  if  tl^sM 
b*dl  been  any  grebt  destmctiMt  on  the  outride 
Uiere  wouU  be  tome  appeamnce  of  it,  but  t^at 
is  not  the  case ;  at  the  same  time  1  believe  it 
is  true,  that  the  present  Prince  removed  part 
of  these  outside  siaglilaiities.  Indeed  Time 
is  doing  the  business;  for  almost  all  the  sta- 
tues remaining,  are  of  such  a  rough,  coarse^ 
soft,  and  porous  stone,  that  even  in  this  climate 
they  cannot  last  long.  In  England,  a  dozen 
years  would  destroy  them :  a  few,  however,  are 
of  hard  stone. 
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New  thii  wbnderM  colleciioa  of  alNmrd^  jm* 
heard-of^  aad  shocking  monstert  is,  in  fact^ 
nothing  more  than  fbur  giants^  with  very  long 
noies^  at  the  cftief  gate^  and  at  the  two  gates^ 
te  the  eouvt^yard  of  tliebonse:  there  are  four 
atoonge  ignm,  cone  on  e^di  b^,  or  a*  the  piers 
of  each  gate^  in  hard  stone/^HMirtainly  inhmnan 
oftWy  h«t  with  laughabla  noseg^-nrerf  long  m<I 
aoloMal  refiresentMions  of  what  almost  eveiy 
iMlsk  waaiis  doriiif  C!ainiivat;  for  a  long  nose 
of  tremendous  size  and  singular  shape  is  t&e 
greatest  diversion  during  that  festival;  and 
I  eeitainly  could  not  hdp  kugfaing  at  (hem. 
Thia  Villa  Palaie  is  surrounded  by  a  sort  of  cir^ 
odar  bafldhig  fbt  offices;  and,  dn  the  tbp^ 
ihae  is  a  coUeetim  of  all  soMs  of  odd  Agaiesr^ 
sQch  beasta  as  are  deseribed  in  pictures  of  Heil^ 
aftd  ifttennixed  with  them  igiues  of  naskiaoSi 
widl  eatraardiiiary  wiga  and  long  noses;  and 
hcM  ends  tiiia  wbrid  of  Mooateie^  «s  it  has  been 
iMdled. 


The  inside  k  eertaiiily  siBgaiar  :^^The  eoet^ 
ings  are  all  (or  rather  once  were)  oovjcMd  with 
looking  glass-plates';  but  the  quiek-sttiver  is  near* 
ly  gone^  and  tbcrafbfe  the  effect  x>tice  prodaeed 
remains  no  longer;  formerly  the  difennt plates^ 
reflecting  to  each  other^  omkipiied  ti#o  or  three 
persons  in  the  roMsl  to  tvm  hundred     The 
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largest  room  iu  entirely  a  marble  hall,  the  walb 
being  covered  ivith  most  beautifiil  marble  of 
different  colours,  and  of  capital  workmanship ; 
but  the  floor  is  of  brick,  and  such  as  one  of  our 
stables  would  be  paved  with:  In  Sicily  we 
never  find  any  thing  perfect :  Brydone  says, 
the  rooms  are  paved  with  fine  marble  <tf  dif- 
ferent colours;  if  they  were  so  in  his  time, 
the  pavemtent  has  been  removed.  Neither  did 
I  see  any  but  the  most  common  glass  in  tbm 
windows. 

« 
I  think  it  right  to  observe,  that  I  have  heard 
many  persons  of  veracity  say,  that  there  viras  £ 
pollection  of  Monsters  in  the  inside  of  this  Villa, 
and  that  the  present  Prince  removed  them,  and 
had  them  buried ;.  at  the  same  time  I  declare, 
that  there  is  not  the  slightest  appearance  of 
such  furniture,  having  been  within :  I  am  thus 
positive,  because  they  are  uniformly  described 
as  what  we  call  fixtures,  so  attached  to,  and 
fixed  in  the  walls,  that  they  could  not  have  been 
riemoved  without  leaving  evident  marics'of  their 
removal;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  no  ap- 
pearance of  change:  and,  from  my  know*- 
ledge  of  what  destruction,  alterations,  or  removal 
(of  fixtures  occasions,  1  am  positive  that  nothing 
4^f  the  sort  did  exist  within  this  Villa,  unless  they 
were  moveable  articles^  tike  statues  or  prints. 


If^  however^  any  were  bdried^  and  are'fbmid 
Moie  centuries  hence^  they  will  c»tainly  paszle 
the  antiqoariaRs  and  docton  of  the  day^  unless, 
the  records  oi  the  Palagonian  absurdity  are  regu* 
Jarly  handed  down  to  posterity. 

« 

Though  the  greater  part  of  the  remaining 
Monsters  are  of  soft  stone^  there  are  four  of  a 
very  hard  sort  of  black  marbk  at  the  ehtrance 
gates^  and  are.  as  curious  as  any  of  the  figures, 
whichj  on  the  whoie^  may  be  thus  described:-^  ' 

m  t 

<<  Hamano  capiti  cervicem  pictor  eqniaam 
Jnngere  si  Telit  et  Tarias  inducere  plumas, 
Undiqae  conatis  membris,  ut  turpiter  atram 
Dethai  in  piscem  miilier  fonnosa  snpcmi.** 

Hob. 

And  a  gentleman  at  Palermo  gave  me  the  fol- 
lowing ; — 

^^  Sapra  la  Casa  di  Palogonia, 
a  la  Bagaria." 

<^  Giovi  gtiardaii  da  la  bbs  Rc^ggia  immenza 
La  liella  Villa  di  la  Bagarta, 
Uimi  i'arti  impetrisci,  etema  addensa 
L'abborti  di  biziarra  fantasior, 
Yijn,  dissi,  la  mia  insafficienza 
Mostri  on'escogitai,  qnanhi  pntia. 
Ma  dii?i  tenninau  la  nuft  pvtsrsa^ 
Oda  ilisia  muDinclav  FUlagoniv/' 
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Brydone  fa  certainly  incorrect  ki  ttattng'  that 
Prince  Pakgonia  had  figares  of  bis  mlati^ng  ms 
faurge  as  Kfe :  their  shoes  in  blfltck  mitrt^l^^  ste^-^ 
ings  in  whiter  coats  in  red^  \iraistcaato  in  greeiv 
or  yellow^  white  marble  wigs>  and  alibaetw 
ruffled  shirts^  I  am  assured  this  is  all  inven- 
tion. 

•  On  looking'  ottt  Ssydone's'  aceouirt  again 
of  this  Vilkt  Casde^  eithM  be  invtnteA  pages  t«i 
make  a  book^  or  it  mnst  be  trisel&fltt  tte  Monslcirt 
and  singularities  within  the  house  have  been  re* 
moved ;  for  there  really  is  not  any  thing  of  the 
sort  at  present:  One  room  which  he  de- 
scribes as  ornamented  with  Cbina^  &c.  does 
exist ;  but  his  description  of  it  is  greatly  exag- 
gerated. I  did  not  think  it  worth  the  loss  of 
time^  which  a  minute  examination  woultf  have 
cost^  and  therefore  will  not  say  there  is  not  a 
pilaster  of  tea-pots^  with  a  chamber-pot  for  its 
base ;  but  I  certainly  did  not  remark  it. 


I  returned  in  time  to  dine  with  Lord  Amherst ; 
and  in  the  evening  vrent  to  the  Princess  Leon 
Porte's. 

Slst. — I  spent  this  morning  (and  began  very 
early)  in  seeing  diffienont  dinnhes^  paid  some 
visits^   and  then  went  to  the  beautiftd  public 
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garien  before  itaefiitionedL  There  is  a  large 
fountain  in  the  centre,  and  eight  large  vide 
gvarel  walks  meet  here ;  and  to  each  thete  are 
two  smaller  side  walks,  but  wide  enough  ter  fbar 
wafters :  these  latter  hate  circalar  trellis  work 
oyer  them,  and  orange  trees  and  shmbs  planted 
and  trained,  so  as  to  form  a  complete  shade  in 
the  Summer.  I  afterwards  dined  wkk  the  Ad- 
mtfal  on  bown)  the  Canepus  ;  there  was  a  litavy ' 
swell,  but  he  sent  his  large  bsirge  for  me.*^ 
They  have  an  excellent  band  on  board :  tiirrs'  w 
a  new  thing  in  the  navy.  We  dined  at  4  o'clock^ 
eUme  on  shore  at  8>  and  I  went  taLord  AiniMSt'a 
in  the  evening.  i 

9Snd. — i  spent  the  ftrst  part  of  the  mominif 
in  visiting  several  eburchesk;  and  then  drove  to 
the  foot  of  Mount  Pelegrino,  about  two  Englidi* 
miles  fir^on  the  Marino  Square,  where  I  lodge* 
The  ascent  is  so  steep,  that  carriages  do  vot 
go  up ;  but  aa  eKoeflent  paved  road  has  been 
made,  at  consideraUe  labour  and  expence,  to 
the  top ;  it  goes  in  zig-zag,  and  is  longer  than 
the  Cork-screw  ImII  near  Messina.  The  view 
from  hence  of  Palermo,  and  all  the  coipitry 
rrand,  is  very  Ane. 

FaleiiAo  is  bitdt  close  to  the  sea,  and  ttro- 
thirds  of  it-  towaids  the  luid   is  smrrcmded 
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with  high  and  beautiful  mountains:  but^  be- 
tween  the  town  and  foot  of  these  mounl^ins^ 
is  a  fine^   rich^   and    highly  cultivated  pkin, 

which  may  extend  about  two  miles  in  breadth^ — 

« 

that  is^  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain^  but^  I  dare 
8ay>  in  extent  eighteen  miles. 

The  only  trees  I  could  discover  (a  few  scat* 
tered  Cypruss  trees  excepted)  were  olive  and 
orange :  there  is  nothing  of  Umber^  or  what  we 
call  wood^  here. 

^  # 

-  Nearly  at  the  top  of  Mount  Pelegrino  is  a 
large  Grotto^  or  Cave^  which  now  makes  the 
roof  a  Church  to  St.  Rosalia^  4he  Saint  of  Pa- 
lermo ;  and  there  is  a  hole  in  the  rock^  where 
they  teU  you  her  bones  were  discovered :  They 
dso  have  an  image  of  her  in  marble^  in  a 
dress  of  pure  silver;  and  the  miracUa,  per- 
formed by  the  statue^  are  wonderful.  There  is 
a  sort  of  Convent  attached  to  this  Churchy  or 
rather  a  College  for  six  Priests. 

Some  distance  higher  up^  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain^  is  the  teleg^ph^  from  which  there 
is  an  extensive  prospect  of  Palermo^  and  all  the 
surrounding  country ;  Bagaria^  CoUe^  Mount 
Beuelle,  &c.  and^  in  a  very  clear  day^  1  am  told 
they  can  see  the  Lipari  Islands. 
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Brydone  says,  there  was  an  old  Castle  half 
way  lip ;  but,  at  present,  there  are  no  remains 
of  it 

The  Monnt  Pelegrino  appears  an  entire  mass 
of  rock,  with  scarcely  any  verdure :  some,  how« 
ever,  there  must  be  in  the  crevices,  from  the 
quantity  of  goats  on  the  mountain.  It  was  late 
before  I  got  down ;  and  dinner  was  half  over 
at  Lord  Amherst's  by  the  time  I  arrived  at  his 
house. 

The  rays  of  the  setting-sun  on  Palermo,  and 
the  country  round  it,  were  very  beautiful  as 
1  descended,  and  afforded  great  variety :  the 
town,  the  rich  plain,  the  magnificent  moun- 
tains, and  the  bay,  in  which  four  English  men 
of  war  are  now  anchored,  the  sea,  &c.  aH 
made  a  beautiful  panorama.  The  road  up  Pele* 
grino  is,  in  fact,  on  bridges,  and  has  that  ap« 
pearance,  being  all  arched. 

Saturday,  23rd. —  A  delightful  day,  and  not 
too  hot,  just  like  one  of  our  best  in  Summer^ 
I  drove  to  Prince  Bellmpnte's  beautiful  villa, 
near  the  Mount  Pelegrino :  he  has  laid  out  a 
pleasure  ground,  garden  shrubbery,  and  walks 
in  the  English  style,  but  over  rising  grounds, 
in  whii:h  he  has  rocks  in  abundance,  and  also 
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good  soil :  there  are  the  best  gravel  walks  I  ever 
saw  with  foantains^  summer-hoases^  and  tran- 
ples^  in  a  very  superior  style  to  what  we  gene- 
rally see  in  this  country :  Every  thing  is  per- 
fect^ clean,  and  neat ; — ^a  person  would  imagine 
that  one  of  oar  best  English  villas  and  pleasure 
grounds  was  transported  here  :  The  views 
from  the  house  and  gardens  are  very  beautifid. 
The  city  of  Palermo  is  seen  from  hence  to 
great  advantage,  and  the  number  of  cupbha 
give  it  a  grand  appearance. 

The  sea,  the  harbour,  the  fine  rich  country, 
between  Palermo  and  the  mountains,  which, 
at  a  proper  distance,  form  a  romantic  and  sub- 
lime chain,  in  every  variety  of  form,  with  the 
rocky  Mount  Pelegrino,  altogether  give  this 
villa  a  full  claim  to  its  name.  Belle  Monte. 

The  house  has  not  been  long  finished :  there 
are  no  servants  in  it ;  and  the  Prince  at  present 
being  in  Palermo,  1  could  not  see  the  inside. 
Its  only  fault  is  being  too  near  the  town,  and 
a  bad  suburb  approaches  close  to  the  entrance 
gate ;  however,  he  had  no  other  situation,  and 
this  part  might  be  easily  hid  by  plantations. 
As  to  Palermo,  it  is  a  beautiful  object  from 
hence :  But,  in  going  to  this  villa,  I  had  to 
drive  through  the  suburb,  (or  raUier  the  bar* 
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bour  part  of  Palermo^  which  ib  oq  the  onttide 
oi  the  gatei>)  by  a  long  quay^  very  like  Sir 
John  RogerBon's  in  Dublin^  and  equally  iU« 
paved;  it  n,  indeed^  the  only  bad  pavement 
1  have  seen  in  Sicily^  (Franca  Villa  excepted.) 
This  goes  round  to  the  mole^  which^  extending 
a  long  way  into  the  bay^  forms  a  fine  half-mooa 
harboor^  and  is  now  iull  of  shipping.  At  Uie 
end  is  a  good  fort ;  as  to  situation  and  bnilding, 
apparently  new;  and  of  admirable  masonry; 
but  the  g^ns  are  old  and  bad.  In  the  fort, 
IS  a  tower  for  the  light-house^  but  very  badly . 
lighted. 

On  this  Wapping  part  of  Palermo,  there  is 
a  sort  of  arsenal,  some  barracks,  a  bridewell, 
and  a  large  prison  for  the  galley  slaves. 

On  my  return  I  took  a  boat  at  the  fort,  and  ' 
rowed  across  to  the  small  harbour  on  the  east, 
which  is  within  Palermo  gates,  and  was  then 
obliged  to  go  home  to  dress,  being  engaged  to 
dine  with  Sir  John  Acton  at  3  o'clock :  he  is 
now  nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  almost  blind, 
and  very  infirm,  but  looks  well  in  the  fece.— 
Twenty-eight  years  ago,  J  dined  with  him  at 
Naples,  when  he  was  Prime  Minister  there, 
and  Commander-in-Chief ;  it  was  on  the  very 
day  he  received  the  account  of  the  great  earth- 
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qnake  in  February  ^783^  that  destroyed  tbe 
Marino  at  Messina,  and  did  such  nibchief  there, 
tod  in  Sicily,  and  Calabria :  he  received  the  ac- 
count while  at  dinner.  I  could  not  help  thinking 
what  revolutions  in  the  worlds  as  well  as  in  the 
private  life  of  myself^  and  most  of  my  friends^ 
have  happened  in  that  comparatively  short  pe* 
riod :  He  is  now  Sir  John>  having  since  inhe* 
rited  an  estate  in  England  and  a  Baronet's  title. 

As  the  custom  here  is  to  break  up  soon^  all 
was  finished  by  5  o'clock.  .  1  went,  with  Cap* 
tain  Acton,  (Sir  John's  nephew)  to  the  Madre 
Chiesa. 


4         * 
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CHAP   XIV. 


.J^eautfful  Churehea  in  Pakrm^r^J%e  Oa4he^ 

\  Sl^.  flosBph — P^blic  Goal-^XhrudfiU  MnrdBt 
4^ommitted  in  a  Church  (U  Pa|<?rflno-— CStm- 

^enf  4>f  St:  Martina — Xojfai  Pfdace  and 
Gardens, 

Palermo^  thie '  richest  city  in  Chnrches  next 
to  Rome,  seems  not  on  this  accbnnt  to  have 
attracted  the  observations  of  travdlers. 

St.  Non  mentions  the  Cathedral^  St.  Joseph^ 
and  the  Jesuits  only.  Brydone  mentions  the 
Cathedral  and  the  Jesuits^  as  equal  in  magnr- 
ficence  to  any  he  had  seen  in  Italy^  and  then 
cuts  the  matter  shorty  by  sayings  it  would  be 
endless  to  speak  of  the  Churches  of  Palermo^ 
as  there  are  upwards  of  three  hundred. 

c  c 
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Swiabnrne  is  eqv^y  coneise ;  bat  is  ako 
^on  this  subject)  extremely  incorrect.  He  says, 
most  of  the  churches  are  rich  in  silver,  marble, 
&c.  but  their  style  more  barbarous,  than  all  the 
extravagances  of  Monkish  or  Saracenic  artists  ; 
and  that  nothing  can  be  more  harsh  or  unbar* 
monious  than  thejv  oyhaflMtl. 

I  am  surprised  to  find  this  in  Swinburne : 

^^Ht,  kr  ^eAmb^  the  saline  pAge,  he  coiMm- 

tfi^fe  Inm^  ^t**.    ''  Th*  tahemacre,   nt  the 

%Md  of  th«  aiste,  in  the  Caiflfeia^ri,  is  one  of  the 

iatm  coMe<Ak>iA  of  la|HS  faziilt  he  ever  nw/' 

tfe  *)le^  lA^  ^(^)ts,  and  many  eCh^rs  16  be 

•ikceptiM^  to  *his  g^nerd  dJitSi^ism.     But  the 

'Hust  k,  \k^  "bemiAy  and  magniAcence  of  the 

churches  and  public  buildings  in  thiii  city  can* 

not  be  exceeded.     No  doubt  there  are  many 

imperfections;   but  is  there  a  public  buiMing 

fdmost  ill  Eurcjpe^  in  which ,  there  is  not  some 

fault  ^ 

In  every  city  of  snch  antiquity  as  Palenno, 
building  will  be  found,  which  have  been  fdtered 
and  had  additions  made  to  them,  and  therefore 
some,  like  the  palace,  wiU  form^  mass  of  dis- 
cordant parts.  Why,  therefore,  point  out  snob 
With  mmutenesB^  «nd  pass  over  others  wiikb 
may  set  critiasra  at  defiance  ?    We  ought  to 
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AurUariieiilliloitte^)  ^lileK  *l«:)Ioiiiie'Qoloiiniklt 

joins  a  Corinlhian  portide^t  >'!  i^  ^   .v  ^jj..  •/»  m!.' 

I  tfmik  it  wnnlpto  he  8dipaf3UilMiiji;«keking 

fofded  l]y  snobattafiiai  ad  tbNbi9iiublie:bidWnigi|^ 
nhsepiBt;  or  :initi^|lMni  'Byt^  tiifc^i  im^etfei^'- 
tions  of  their  governments^  their  JapemiMenV^ 
or  their  deficiencies  in  points  of  civilization^ 
lindi'goddibr  fenefaliiabit^'.bri  tinr  :AjbM  fbr  a 
teavdkrfa  dfaBerrhtiniy  lieamso.  :thsli  filqpfAtairfe 
fmy  be  «pefet  and  pariicidaslf.'  trfien  •  intfiivded 
as  ad'moikitiany  and  not  writttan^bt  Ubofitiiia)  or 
prqodiee.  .   '->^[   •.■^I-jjI--^  '* 

6t«  Noit  don  not  teifer .  i«ttt  a  detUl  of  (h^ 
magnificeht  dmrdbea  in  Plalennoi  nor  jloes  he, 
like  Sidnbincne,  abiise  l^e  pnMic.  binkdings, 
'^  asilfafbardnt  aad  mfdnpibit  lb  tiwfisfie  of  a 
perwD,  capable  of  tastiog  tb^  gemniie  'bjaiwties 
•f  ^Md  a^:hit^el■ve ;"  or  eonlpam^iheir.ovnft- 
neDta^tttlciiijpa^F,  tifcr  Ibeir  irfatoM  tik  basts, 
m  albw  that  ik  inoow  taste  pfewHi  t  bot^  In  a 
very  few  woDds,  makes  tfae  vefy  osntmry  Hfser- 
tiom  /  Indeed,  I; find  \m  ebsemratien  «o  diar. 


M 

conciK^  «b4^  at  the  .Minify  m^  pei^fly.  tine, 
tfcat  1  kese  giird  it#'  both  m  .to  Palecvio .  and  iti 
iMightfit}*  enviroDS  t'l-^first,  ii^eakin|p .  of  the  htr 
ttor,  he  flays>  ^' '  tb«t,  in  the  tuM;of  the  Roulatfi 
the  country  was  a  forest." 

V  ''  idiyaur-  d'hm  il  'ed;  entonre  de  J^acdlns^ 
5  ei  de  JVfmDns  de  cunpagne^  ^i  rant  d-aatant 
-?(>plu8(.aglriealil6iyfqtt'ialk9  cnnlniBtent  Mig^ttei^ 
^;>mtbit  Miic  Im  fdnds  Bugattaetuc  de  la  men 
>S  jW  ba  Afonta^es  aioairp^  at  aridea  qui. 1m 
/f  amimeat  ;   ' 


fi  *i  :  :»::/: 


j:  .f^  Phut  hn  nit  iUejnhe,  (ihifl  oetteViUepaarftit 
^\  a^ambdlhridaas  sea  detaib ;  de:bdfe8  mealiiea 
P  Jiligniei>'  de  vaMea  et  ma^nifiqaei  pwtiqne^ 
it  iiik*  qae .  lai  Pcorta  Nuera  at : Ja  *  Piirta  Felice ; 
plusiers  places  publiques^  dont  la  plus  renar* 
quable  est  celle  qui  se  trouve  sitn^  devant 
f' VmuMJ^TiliB,  il  Falanza  Sei^^  des 

^^Kontames  pidriiqaes,  et  des  Fontaines  parti?- 
oalieffQB  jttiqu^au  qnatrieme  etage  de  plnsieors 
maisona;  de&  fi^lises  aaperbes  et  des  prome- 
nades charmantea ;  un  air  sasa^  nne^  gnnde 
popubtkHt^  et  cependaht  ane  propria  iqa'an 
ne  tronve  dansi  aacune  VillB  de  la  Sicile; 
un  commeree  assea  eansidarable ;  nne  grands 
qaanti^  de  Maiaons  NoUes^  ridws^  fastaea* 
9esj  an  cliaiait  cfaaad^  (fas  passioas  vives^  de 


I 
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^  jolies  Feinmes en  pent  jnger  d'aprdt 

^^  eda^  81  le  sejonr  de  Palerme  doit  £tre  a^r^U# 
'^  aiuc  Et^ngen." 


The  Cathedral.— The  euteide  of  this  bnildiii^ 
is  of  the  oldest  Grothic  architecture;  it  was 
erected  io  the  twelfth  century :  The  inside  has 
Veen  latdy  repaired^  and  is  quite  modem  and 
different^  from  the  outside  being  in  the  style  of 
Grecian  architecture.  It  is  one  hundred  and 
twaity  yards  in  length  ih>m  the  great  entrance 
to  the  wall  behind  the  altar^  whidi  is  a  ifiag* 
nificent  work  in  marble,  and  near  it  is  a  taber- 
nacle entirely  of  lapis  lazuli,  and  of  exquisite 
workmanship  finely  ornamented ;  on  the  odier 
side  over  the  altar,  is  an  iron  case,  which 
encloses  the  bones  of  Saint  Rosolia,  an  arm  of 
John  the  Baptist,  and  St.  Petal's  jaw-bone ; 
all  which  many  persons  in  Palermo  fully  believe. 
The  Sacristy  is  very  rich  in  robes,  dresses,  dia<* 
monds,  plate,  and  ornaments.  The  grand  altars 
are  only  uncovered  on  particular  days,  in  this  or 
any  other  church.  But  the  great  beauty  of  this 
church  consists  in  its  hundred  grey  granite  Doric' 
columns  placed  on  each  side,  and  supporting, 
afcbesw  This  is  certainly  a  medley  of  architec- 
ture; the  inside,  as  befofie-mentioned,  being 
Grecian,  the  outside  a  mixture  of  that  and 
Ctothic,   tkottgh  chiefly  in   the  latter  taste. — 

cc3 
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There  am  f<^ne*fiiie  MnajneDts  of  Ae  Nonnan' 
JLiAgu;  and « thM.  badieit  of  four  niwe  modem 
sovereigns  are  enclosed  in  very  iine  porphyry' 
sarcophagi^  and  over  three  of  them^  a  covering^ 
supported  by  six  very  &ne  cohmias  of  porphyry. 
Opposite  IB  the  BaptisBial  foiit^  ornamented- 
ivtth  marhle  figures.  At  present^  during  Leftt, 
fheie  is  a  mormng  and  evening  sermon  threes 
tfanes  a  week :  The  preachers  are  very  aniiaa^^ 
itd,  sad  make  ase  of  much  action  and  gesticu^ 
lattoii«  Namhers  of  the  saperstilioas  attend  at 
this  time  at  the  several  confessionak^  confessing 
their  sias,  and,  of  course^  leceiviiig  absolution. 
There  me  twelve  marble  statues  of  the  apostleir 
m  <he  inside  i  aad  a  namher  of  sainto  on  the 
outside. 

St  Anne's  is  a  very  heautiliil  chupeb^  with 
ssiM  fine  naihie  cdumas^  and  a  Convent  of 
Fnncittoan  Friars  attached  to  it. 

fit.  Calalifia  is  a  magaiftcent  churchy  with  a 
Convent  attached  to  it^  in  which  one  hundred- 
Nons  (Domiaican)  are  kept  in  -  ignorance  and 
sapemtition,  besides  the  attendant^^  nearly 
eighty  in  number.  This  dhurch  is  very  rich 
and  beautiful^  and  has  a  handset  dome :  it  is* 
paved  with  marble  work ;  Mosaic  atto- relieves  ; 
stataes^    and  even  the  comioe^  all  of  marUe. 


Tht  grMt  titer  ui  magaiflcaU :  an  oUigiBgi^ffiert 
shewed  it  to  me^  and  bad  it  uncovered;  it  ia 
entirely  of  marble^  but  whether  materiem  supe- 
rabat  opus^  or  the  contrary^  is  haid  to  deter- 
mine, both  are  so  fine.  There  are  small  co* 
liunns  at  the  graal  altajf  aT  hpia  lasuli^  and  all 
ike  side  altars  ^e  of  6mm  nuuble :  in  aborts  Aa 
vAale  is  a  mass  «f  tibe  piost  heafutifid  marfak^ 
Md  saperior  worknaMhip. 


St.  SiBMm  is  oppaska  St  C^tteliaa,  with 
OoAT^ntof  Nuns,  (BenediotiDa;)  not  sa  lavga, 
but  a  very  curious  ohurch :  it  ip  the  oldest  in 
Palermo,  and  ha*  a  very  ^ntiqae  square  towvt 
attacked  to  it.  There  are  a  aumber  of  antiqua 
columns  of  marble,  granite,  Ac.  verybeauAj^ll 
They  were  found  in  dWN'efit  plaof  s,  and  Ihoa^ 
not  alike,  they  -have  eontrivod  to  place  them, 
so  as  to  pfodaee  uniformity  and  liarmaqyj 
and  to  have  a  good  eAct:  Aete  -are  cdso 
some  smaller,  of  porphyry.  The  altar  likewise 
deserves  notioe;  and  tiiey  have  a  large  tidda 
near  it  of  verde  antique,  the  finest  of  the  kind 
1  over  saw.  The  pavement  of  this  ohurch  is 
curious,  a^d  a  great  deal  of  it  ia  Mosaic :  there 
are  also  ^o  antique  pieces  of  beautiful  Mosaie 
in  fimnes ;  the  whole  of  the  walls  are  also  in 
Mosaic,  and  even  th^  ceiling:  but,  as  they  faava 
had  it  ail  g3t,  the  gcdd  tarnished  by  time  and 

c  c  4 


the  smoke  of  candles^   hia  a  gfoomy  and  bad 
effect. 

St  Matthew  is  a  fine  ichurdi. 

Tbit  of  Olivella.  has  sevttal  large  maiirfe 
DkNric  columns;  the  cciiing  is  painted  in  c<Hn- 
partments  representing  sacred  sulgects.  1  was 
rather  disappointed  in  this  chnrch^  which  is 
looked  on  as  one  of  the  best  in  Palermo :  The 
gilding  is  heavy  and  tawdry^  and  does  not  ac- 
cord, with  the  architecture.  .  In  the  sacristy  are 
some  tolerable  pictures :  the  altars^  as  usual^  all 
fine ;  but  particularly  that  of  the  Crucifixion. 
Half  the  shafts  o(  the  marble  columns  of  this 
chapel  are  inlaid  with  g<Ad,  diamonds^  emeralds^ 
and  other  fine  precious  stones :  The  sculls  of  two 
saints  are  in  gold  cases  on  each  side^  inlaid  with 
topazes  and  diamonds;  but  the  under  part  oi 
the  altar  is  a  curiosity  for  its  richness  and 
the  number  of  relics^  with  a  plate  of  gold  on 
each^  on  which  the  name  is  engrayed^  as — 
a  bone  of  St.  Peter^  hair  of  St.  John^  earth  or 
stone  from  the  spot  where  the  cross  was  erected^ 
a  corn  from,  the  little  toe  of  the  virgin  Mary ; 
in  shorty  one  hundred  such  at  leasts  and  yet  this 
is  the  nineteenth  century.  There  i$  a  second 
church  attached  to  it  partly  under  ground^  that 
is  half  a  dozen  steps  lower  than  the  great  one ; 
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but  has  an  entrance  from  Uic  9tr(et;  )t  has 
two  rows  of  Connihian  coianins  up  the  ai«k» 
and  18  very  pretty* 

a  ■  • 

The  Dominican  Churchy  I  was  toldj  was  not 
worth  seeing;  but  it  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
Palermo:  it  has  sixteen  very  large  mi^vble 
columns^  and  a  few  of  wood  painted  to  matcb 
the  former :  here  are  also  many  £a6  altai:«  aa4 
some  pictures  in  the  sacristy.  This  church  ifi 
very  large :  The  great  altar  is  a  master  pieces  oi 
fine  work  in  marble^  the  steps  to  it  are  Egyptian 
granite ;  under  is  a  vault  in  which  the  bodies 
of  the  brethren  of  the  attached  Convent  are  laid 
in  catacombs^  and  are  far  the  best  preserved 
1  have  seen  in  Sicily ;  if  they  had  shut  their 
mouths  just  after  deaths  they  would  almost  ap« 
pear  as  if  asleep.  1  think  the  features  not  so 
changed,  but  that  any  one  would  know  them^ 
who  bad  seen  them  alive ;  and  though  perfect, 
it  is  astonishing  how  light  they  are :  The  at« 
tendant  lifted,  and  took  down  a  huge  Monk 
six  feet  high,  as  easily  as  one  could  lift  a  candle* 
stick ;  though  the  body  was  perfect,  I  lifted  him, 
and  really  think  he  did  not  weigh  ten  pounds.— « 
Such  is  the  extraordinary  change  in  the  human 
body  after  death,  when  the  bones  and  flesh  are 
dried  up. 
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Salf  atore  is  an  octagon  ch«rch>  highly  orna- 
mented  with  marMe :  The  ceiling  finely  painted 
in  fresco.  The  altar  is  painted  in  imitation  oi 
marble^  with  glass  over  it  The  bronze  orna- 
ments are  wdl  executed. 

The  Franciseap  Church  I  had  not  heard  <^ ; 
for^  as  the  Laqaais  de  Place  of  Palermo  are 
vneommonly  stupid^  and  there  is  not  the  most 
trifling  description  of  the  city  in  print,  it  is  there- 
,  fore  necessary  to  walk  a  great  deal^  and  find  oat 
the  lions  one-self.  This  church  is  one  of  the 
best  in  Palermo ;  and  has  the  most  magnificent 
marble  altai"  I  have  seen^  ornamented  wfth 
bronze  finely  gilt :  the  cover  was  on  and  locked^ 
they  said^  it  was  impossible  to  open  it.;  but  on 
producing  my  silver  key^  the  locks  flew  open 
instantly :  There  is  a  very  large  and  fine  altar 
piece  in  this  church  in  what  they  cell  the  King's 
Chapel^  done  in  beautifal  Mosaic  at  Rome^  cer- 
tainly after  Guide;  and^  at  a  little  distance^ 
1  took  it  for  a  painting  by  that  master :  There 
is  also  a  large  silver  saint^  and  several  good 
marble  statnes.  Likewise  some  fine  alto-relievos 
and  marble  ornaments  in  this  church. 

The  Palace  Chapd^  called  Chiesa  del  Palbzo, 
is  reckoned  one  of  the  .curiosities  of  Palermo^ 
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Init  '}s  iMy  u^]y^  Und  ekix'eroely  dark ;  so  mucli 
8o;  tliBt  I  ^  not  (bink  it  posmblti  to  hate  service: 
in  it  at  any  time  of  day  without  candle-liglit.* 
The  roof  is  vaulted^  and^  like  the  walls^  is  all 
Mosttic  work,  and  Tery  antient.  This  is;  how- 
ever, mueh  spoiled  by  gilding  and  even  paint-' 
Ukg,  or  rather,  I  sho^ild  say,  daubing  part  of 
ttie  walls  wi(ti  cotoors. 

The  Jesuits,*  which,  in  richness,  is  next  to 
St.  Joseph's  and  St.  Catharine's,  bitt  More  in 
tbe  style  of  the  latter,  has  not  any  columns : 
tlie  walls  are  all  covered  with  beautiful  Mosaic 
and  marbles,  alto-relievos,  &c.  and  the  ceiling 
and  dome  ftnely  painted :  The  altars  and  chapels 
are  rich ;  and,  in  one  of  them,  are  two  places 
filled  with  Saint's  bones,  &c.  carefully  locked 
up !  There  is  a  picture  of  St.  Joseph,  and  the 
Virgin  and  child,  the  best  I  have  seen  in  Sicily, 
and  much  in  the  style  of  Raphael :  the  carving 
and  marble-work  of  this  church  are  great  curi- 
osities. There  certainly  must  have  been  -sujf^e- 
rior  workmen  some  years  ago  in  Europe  to  vHtat 
we  have  at  present.  There  arc  also  pictures  in 
it  by  Morelaise:    he  is  said  to  have  imitated 


•,  TliSi  order,  vliush  w«  abolished  liere»  as  well  as  io  the  rest  of 
Europe,  has  been  lately  restored  in  Sicil)*. 
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Vandyke  and  Spagnoletto ;  but  I  tbiAk  then 
pictures  mere  in  the  «tyle  of  the  ktter  pain- 
ter. 

» 
■     •  *  • 

St.  Joseph :  The  entrance  in  from  the  octa-* 
gon  in  the  centre  of  Palermo^  where  the  Cassero 
and  Strada  Nuova  intersect.  It  is  as  beantiful  a 
church  as  1  ever  saw :  the  great  altar  is  rich 
and  magnificent^  the  marble-work  as  fine  as  can 
be  conceived^  the  greater  part  of  the  church  is 
paved  with  marble^  and  the  painting  and  orna- 
ments of  the  ceiling  are  very  grand;  all  the 
side  altars  are  likewise  chefs  d'iBieores  in 
marble :  There  are  twenty-four  most  beautiful 
columns,  eight  are  very  large  ;  the  riiafts; 
of  one  piece  and  of  Palermo  marble :  an  arch 
is  turned  from  column  to  column^  on  which  the 
church  is  supported^  and  they  have  a  grand  and 
most  magnificent  appearance.  Under  this  is 
another  large  vaulted  churchy  with  a  beantiful 
marble  altar^  and  a  picture  of  a  virgin  and 
child;  the  &ces  only  are  visible^  the  bodies 
being  covered  with  silver  clothing.  The  dome 
is  also  beautiful ;  and  there  are  some  tolerable 
pictures.  A  very  large  Convent  is  attaphed 
to  it. 

The  church  has  had  a  fine  reign  in  this  idand^ 
I  think  full  as  much  so  as  in  Flanders.     Enor- 


ttAmnnw  6t.  moiiey  huiB  beat  eq[»6iuifed  hstt 
in  the  erection  of  churches  and  convents :  tb* 
most  inconsiderable  village  has  a  fine  church ; 
«9il  if  tbe  idKMAstic  insttttaions  wete  kept  Ap  to 
Uieiv  filU  »ui»b»r%.iaom  than  half  4h6 inhabi^ 
tftnto  of  the  ialtad  would  be  Mdnka  «nd  Nuns^t 
but  this  foUty  is  fortQhately  on  the  decline.  ;Bna 
i  even  think  there  are  strong  symptonaof  it* 
total;  destnietion  before  nMny  years^ 


.  •« 


A  consideration  of  what  the  chnrch  and  reli* 
fiotts  orders.' hiave- eft  cted  ib  Sictty  and  in  Malta^ 
the  existing  mominente  of  their  former  powers 
the  poritive  evidence  of  their  dedioe^  andacem^' 
farison  between  their  present  state  and  what  4lMy 
were  even  twenty-five  years  ago,^  famish  amj^Ie 
aabject  for  reflection  on  the  instabHity  of  hnma* 
institutions* 

■  •  » 

Among  the  few  good  acts  of  the  Sicilian 
government,  the  suppression  of  the  Inquisition 
should  be  mentioned;  and  when  we  consider 
what  the  power  of  the  church  ^iras,  and  the 
4itlie  good  the  government  has.  in  general  done 
for  this  island,  it  is  really  matter  of  astonish- 
ment, particularly  when  we  recollect  its  con- 
nection with  Spain^  where,  even  now,  (the  year 
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1811 )  that  .inteMdB  tnbiMl'contiiivw  -it  Ml 

.1  .•/  4«  i  t  •••  .ki.t»'*il 

<  ^  I  hglvre  hoir>  pointed  mit  (he  |»toeipdi  elHii^^ 
iaiPblecirio :  «d  enter  into  fintlMV  d^tail^  \MmUI 
betivesoiM  i  but  there  ore;' ^rtii^ty  bM  'failA>- 
died  mew;  ady  of  which  would  )b!e^^fiP<iftcitai; 
til  give  celebrity  to  a  town}  but' in  IWmn^ 
they  are  thoiigfat  mrthiiig^'dP^  ilmiigfMeitfij^^ 
by  those  I  have  mentioned. 


.  Iti  the  sfutte  of  SL  Domimtkiifc  a  huge 
laokimn  railed  round>  having  a  bvo^' Saint 4m 
ibmiap,  and'tw61iroh8efigiirca;onJtbeped€BlBl^ 
^heffkfade  of  tfcft  church  «f  Si  Donunick  ofipoh 
•Ite .  is .  >ery  fine.  In  short,  evefy.  street  in 
IHdenho  has  one  or  BMine  fine  churcbea  er 
palaces^  with  a  number  of  fine  marble  oolonuut, 
fkfades,  marble  stairs,  and  other  ornaments. 

■ 

There  is  a  goal  here,  in  ap|iearance  hifper 
than  that  of  Newgate  in  London ;  but  sildi  is 
the  wretched  garemment  of  this  unfi^rtonate 
country^  that,  those  who  conMnit  the  most  eaop- 


*  It  18  some  yean  f inc«|  the  Inquisitioii  wm  abolished  b  Sicily. 


]iiWtcri«MA]pemraiatlttge>  witli  fdl  jQte  advao^ 
taf^eiof  hw  thksitib,  whilst  petty  crinif«(»  mg(k 
M  ,  difdbliipiigtlie^  government  const^ed  mta 

:ditaflEMtiottw  <ce  most .  severely  pwiiBbed ;  or> 
•ijd  .a»  It  A«y.  'ftppeat^  aJSl  sbmU  offesqff 
{if  piOMCHled)  we  pumthieii  with  the  uloio^ 
irigDur* 

Lady  A>— ^^  a  very  seMiblQ  well  iaforqifltf 
woman^  observed^  that^  in  the  heat  of  Sammer, 
libay  cofmntt .  laany  nmrders  ib  passion^  m^  du- 
ring &!!  -fiMir  mowClis  i&  tlie  year^  it  actofdily 
ailbtts.tJJMtr  ttftnperattiapt  > 


I  .     •        .  ..     ; 

*  t  <       •         ■  I 


'  :A  most  lidrrid, ' e*M  oceoyred  lait  yea^. 
A  nunal  m  »fit  ioC.pimiQa  with  an^er  ffii»D> 
mn  at  hink  with:  a  triiife^  two  ;perMttji^  wk#  en- 
deavoured to  f top  him^  wiere  imtantly'fltidaj^ 
by  him^  and  fell  dead ;  his  own  mother  then 
tteew  hemelf  in  the  way  to  prev^it  further  viis* 
ehteC  he  otabbfeid  her,  thea.hja  antagonist  and 
lastly,  as  A  fiaisb>  a  ehiU  tlMit  waa  pres^at; 
thas^  in  aaiomtnti  he  nardered,  in  open  4»9, 
five  persons,  and  then  threw  away  the  kn^.: 
he  is  now  at  large,  and  had  very  little  trouble 
about  it 

A  Baroness's  house  was  lately  entered  by  the 
bJEilcony ;  they  {tole  from  her  own  rooili^  though 
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Burroimded  with  people^  Mine  silver  spoons^ 
and;  while  she  was  asleep,  killed  her,  and  cot 
off  her  head;  the  servants  did  not  awake,  and 
Che  ^llains  never  have  been  fomid  out:  but  this 
lat£er,  indeed,  might  happen  io  London  or  n 
Ireland.  There  is  no  metsnre  in  their  justice : 
the  great  crimes  always  go  unpunished;  and 
yet  they  sometimes  hang  a  poor  wretch  (though 
not  o^n)  fdr  a  trifle. 

•  ■  •    •  * 

.  •    ' .  .    . 

Mr.  Gfbbs  told  me,  that  a  man  «t  Trapani 
lately  forged  orders  on  him,  in  the  name  of 
Captain  Campbell,  of  artitlery,  tor  some  hnn-* 
dred  pounds,  and  so  well  that  he  paid  them : 
it  was  some  time  before  it  wus  Iwind  out;  'and 
^when  it  was,  he  said,  indeed  he  wanted  monej/: 
he  was  obliged  to  pay  all  bach,  and  was  then 
rdeased  without  further  certmony. 

How  can  such  a  government  go  ou ;  and  yet 
nothing  vrill  open  their  eyes.  The  poor  fislmr- 
men  are  ^en  oUiged  to  pay  down  one-half  the 
value  of  all  fish  caught,  as  a  tax,  before  they 
are  allowed  to  sell  any. 

Under  any  government  which  does  not  aflbrd 
protection  to  its  subjects,  and  at  least  a  just  dis- 
•tribution  of  criminal  law,  men  wiH  at  times 
avenge  their  wrongs  themselveieg  particularly  in 
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hot  cIiaiBi«l^  whete  the  paasioBs  are  ciirtainly 
more  violent. 

Dopaty  obsenres^— ^'  In  a  covntry  where  the 
law  does  not  give  real  protection^  and  where 
justice  is  venal>  assassinations  mnst  sometimes  oc- 
cur."  Further^  in  speaking  of  Rome^  he  says,— *- 
^'  Where  the  poor  man  is  liable  to  be  oppressed 
without  redress,  the  knife,  though  it  .may  be  the 
cause  of  some  victims,  yet  [Hrevents  oppression, 
which  occassions  many  more:  if  it  bring  some  to 
an  untimely  end,  it  diminishes  the  weight  of  mis- 
fortune. The  superior  who  can  oppress,  and 
the  inferior  who  can  avenge,  are  much  on  a  par, 
and  have  only  fair  play:  It  is,  perhaps^  the 
least  evil  in  a  bad  system  of  p6licy.'' 

The  church  still  gives  protection  to  every 
delinquent.  If  we  consider  this  circum- 
stance^ and  the  unwillingness  in  general  of  peo- 
ple in  this  country  to  prosecute,  the  venality 
of  the  courts  of  justice,  and  the  almost  certainty 
of  impunity  for  any  crime^  if  the  culprit  has  mo- 
ney>  we  must,  in  candour,  allow  that.the  Sicilians 
cannot  be  naturally  a  bad  people ;  for  though 
there  are  instances  of  such  heavy, crimes  as, 
1  have  mentioned,  they  are,  compared  t<>  the  popu- 
k^tion,  few.    Now  if  crime  could  be  compromised 

nd 
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in  liMdon  tnd  fai  Iiduid,  for  nMey  to  ow  jmriw 
or  judges ;  and  if  a  church  or  chapel  afbrM  an 
asylum  to  the  murderer,  what  a  drcadfiil  calen* 
dw  wrakl  not  Mr  aMisw  afiML 

I  hope  I  do  not  fiiH  into  oontradietioiis ;  hot 
when  I  state  the  crimes^  arising^  in  a  great  de- 
gree perhaps^  froia  their  vicious  system  oi  go- 
▼emment,  I  think  1  am  equaOy  called  iqNm  to 
state  the  good  qnalities  which  these  pe^Ie 
possess. 

While  I  am  on  this  sulyect,  I  must,  however, 
mention,  as  an  e]:ample  of  the  bad  system  of 
this  government,  even  since  the  li^  changes, 
a  circumstance  of  crime,  Ac.  bardHy  credible: 
it  happened  since  1  left  Palermo,  but  was  tdd 
me  by  an  officer  of  rank  and  strict  veracity,— > 
so  that  I  oannot  doubt  its  troth. 

A  man  had  a  quarrel  in  the  street  with  ano- 
ther, stimulated  by  jealousy ;  he  stabbed  bis 
antagonist,  and  immediately  todc  refuge  in  the 
next  church,  leaving  his  knife  (as  on  such  occa- 
sions they  usaaDy  do)  in  the  heurt  of  the  mur- 
dered roan.  It  was  late  in  the  evening,  and  a 
little  before  daik.  I  must  observe  tiimt  all  these 
people  have  a  firm  bdief  in  spectres ;  and  aa 


be  aftemirafdt  said^  h^  was  npl  rery  pomf&itBihh 
lA  hui 'asyl^Wj  althoogb  be  k)i«<^  b^  c«yut  okM 
be  taken  out;  itf  the  qbiurcb^  yei  iucli  ireie  llie 
i¥Mki9ga  of  giiiH  on  tus  niin4^  (1^  be  akeifced 
9Ma4  bid  hioifielf  bt^iikd  the  celttlMs  in  gtoat 
agiteMe0«  The  c^areb  was  ibat  ap  fcr  (be 
Qight;,  a  abctt  tia^e  after  be  eptartd  it ;  be  re^ 
maioed  abaerbed  in  horror  of  lomi,  but  was 
Wopm4  by  paKeining  a  Friesti  with  a  Yevy 
yonoff  gurl  enter  frem  one  of  the  aide  diapelfc 
alAnij^  the  great  aide;  ahe  seemed  extreme^ 
unwilling  to  go  with  bim ;  but  pc^y  by  perr 
suasion  and  partly  by  force^  he  brought  her  to 
the  foot  of  the  chief  altaf :  be  made  her  bneel 
down^  tbey  appeared  to  be  in  prayer^  whai  the 
Priest  sqddeaiy  drew  a  stiletto^  stubbed  hv, 
and  she  fell  dead  on  the  floor.  It  ia  necesvary 
to  nentioB:,  that,  in  nio9t  of  the  parachbd 
cbnrcbes^  there  is  a  very  large  vault  for  the 
c<NBamon  peofAe  n«ur  the  great  altar^  having  an 
f^pepiing  just  sirfKcient  to  admit  one  body^  with 
a  flag  and  ring  over  it,  similar  to  those  to  our 
coal-cellais.  The  Priest  immediately,  after  the 
commission  oi  the  murder,  raised  the  stone  of  the 
vault,  and  threw  in  the  body :  he  then  got  water 
firom  the  holy-water  basin,  and,  with  his  haad-^ 
keadiief,  washed  the  Uood  from  the  flags ;  after 
which  he  let  himself  out  of  the  church.    The 

nd3 
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fnurderery  who  had  tsken  r^fug^^  witnessed  thw 
shocking  scene  without  being  perceived :  he  de- 
clared afterwards  that  the  act  was  so  instantaneous 
tiiat  he  coald  not  have  prevented  it;  nevertheless^ 
as  he  held  mnrder  in  great  abhorrence,  O^^g  > 
very  diflferent  case  from  his  own)  he  would  have 
seized  the  Priest,  and  dragged  him  out  to  jus- 
tice ;  but  not  having  his  knife,  nor  any  arms, 
he  supposed,  and  I  dare  say  very  justly,  that 
if  he  had  shewn  himself,  the  Priest  would  have 
served  him  as  he  had  done  the  unfortunate  girl ; 
he  therefore  lay  the  closer.* 

It  may  be  supposed  the  man  did  not  spend 
a  very  pkasant  night  in  the  church ;  according 
to  his  own  account,  when  he  reflected  on  what 
he  had  seen,  he  began  to  suspect  that  it  could 
not  be  a  Priest,  who  had  committed  this  foul  act, 
but  the  Devil,  who  assumed  the  shape  of  one. 
The  apprehension  that  his  infernal  majesty 
might  still  be  in  the  church,  and  pay  him  a  visit 


*  Though  (he  Church  gives  an  asylum  to  a  criminal^  so  far  as  to  pre- 
tent  the  officers  of  justice  fW>in  lakfaig  him  out  of  it,  t^t  if  he  quK  1% 
or  can  be  wTdgled  out,  his  eaptioB  will  be  good;  and  in  soma  caaea 
the  Church  would  give  him  up. 
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in  the  covrse  of  the  ni^ht^  determmed  him  to 
jitay  there  no  longer:  however^  be  could /not 
get  out^  the  doors  being  all  locked ;  but  such 
'ira9  the  misery  of  hb  situation^  that  the  mo- 
ment they  were  opened  for  morning  service 
4ie  left  the  churchy  and  gave  himself  up. 

He  stated  what  he  had  seen;  but  gave  the 
JOevil  the  credit  of  the  murder^  in  which  the 
Priests  afterwards  fully  supported  him.  The 
o^pers  of  justice  concluded  he  was  deranged ; 
hut  the  story  got  wind^  and  as  a  young  womari 
of  Palermo  was  missing  and  could  not  be  found, 
her  relations  had  the  vault  opened,  wd  there  her 
murdered  body  was  discovered.  The  disposition 
of  the  higher  powers  appeared  willing  tp  fix 
Ihe  crime  on  the  Devil ;  bpt  the  people  (what 
eome  would  call  the  mob  pf  Palerino)  cfime  in  a 
body,  and,  supporting  her  relations,  4^n)^nded 
justice.  Superstitious  and  Priest-ridden  as  they 
are,  they  were  not  in  this  case  to  be  humbugged 
with  the  story  of  the  Devil,  The  Captain  of 
Justice  was  obliged  tp  act :  Suspicion  fell  upon 
the  girl's  confessor^  and  he  was  taken  up :  The 
nmn,  who  discovered  this  atrocious  d^ed,  lyas 
inpw  convinced  that  he  had  not  seen  the  Devil, 
and  gave  positive  evidence  against  the  Priest. 
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Under  the  most  cornipt  g^emiiieftte^ 
of  atrocity  like  this  cannot  always  be  screened  z 
ihe  people  were  oatrageons^  and  the  rtiagifltrates 
were  dbliged  to  bring  this  villain  td  trial:  hfc 
was  foand  gtUlty,  and  condemned  to  be  hanged. 
It  appe^ed  that  he  had  debaached  the  nnfbp- 
tunate  girl^  who  was  pregnant^  and  fearing  detec- 
tion^ he  contrived  by  some  pretence  to  persuade 
her  to  meet  him  in  the  churchy  where  he  com- 
mitted  the  horrid  act  as  above  related ;  and  cer- 
tainly with  every  probability  in  hh  fiivdur  of  ite 
tievcT  being  discovered. 

But  what  will  the  reader  ti^ink  of  the  system  of 
government  in  Sicily^  when  he  is  told  that  this 
wrcteh  could  not  be  executed  publicly^  because 
he  Was  a  Priest.  They  gave  it  out  that  be  was 
executed  in  private ;  and  a  hand  was  certainl;f 
nailed  up  at  the  goal,  which  is  part  of  the  sen^ 
tence  of  peftons  convicted  of  murder.  Any 
hand,  however,  might  be  nailed  up  there  ;  and, 
for  my  part^  1  cannot  help  greatly  doubting 
if  this  fellow  were  executed,  though  M.  Bene- 
detto, who  edits  the  Anglo-SiciKan  Gazette, 
assured  the  officer,  who  told  me  these  particu- 
lars, that  he  really  was  hanged ;  and  from  aH 
I  have  heard  of  Benedetto,  whom  1  remember 
at  Messina,    1  imagine  he  would  not  say  so. 
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if  be  «d  not  bdiere  it  Q«t  rtill  I  tmh  he  had 
been  allowed  to  witness  the  execution*  At  thil 
time,  there  was  an  English  garrison  in  Paler- 
mo; but,  of  coarse,  we  cannot  interfere  in 
such  matters. 

26th.~-I  drove  out  to  Prinee  Belmonte'a 
beautiful  YiUa,  as  he  ordered  it  to  be  shewn 
me  this  day :  He  has  had  out  a  great  sum ; 
and,  as  he  says,  the  greatest  part  not  seen,  in 
blasting  rocks  and  bringing  water  to  it,  which 
latter  comes  six  miles,  and  cost  £3000  sterling* 
The  house  is  quite  in  the  Italian  vtyle^  not  com- 
bustible, and  Ae  walls  and  ceiling  beautifiiUy 
painted:  the  raarble-wwk  and  nmsoniy  veiy 
fine ;  the  ioois,  being  all  lagged  and  painted, 
look  very  well  ;•-*  one  is  a  fine  Mosaic  work. 
He  has  a  good  collecftion  of  pictures,  in  wluch 
are  many  of  the  best  Italian  masters;  also  a 
Rttbend,  and  seTeial  cabinet  pictum ;  a  whole 
length  of  a  female  saint  is  finely  done:  the 
entire  is  fitted  up  in  taste ;  and  the  carpenters' 
work  better  than  usual.  But,  ^niien  we  look 
for  convenience,  or  English  comfort,  it  is  in*, 
deed  defective:  g>reat  show  seems  more  the 
object  than  domestic  convenience.  The  furni- 
ture is  fer  the  best  I  h«ve  seen  in  Sicily ;  the 
walks  are  extemive,  and .  the  views  very  fine. 
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He  has  good  offices^  and  a  very  fair  ferm-yiaid 
Tor  Sicily. 

What  I  admire  most  in  this  villa  la  a  neatness 
and  cleanliness  equal  to  any  house  in  England : 
there  is  the  same  in  the  grounds  and  ^alks. 
The  Sicilians  lock  up  their  houses  for  weeks 
without  opening  a  window ;  and  even  in  this 
fine  dry  climate^  i  *  perceived  the  effects  of  ex* 
eluding  the  air ;  wherever  it  is  excluded^  there 
will  be  damp. 

30th. — I  set  out  this  morning,  at  9  o'clock^ 
for  St  Martin^  a  very  rich  Benedictine  Ck>nventj, 
in  a  remote  and  wild  situation  in  the  mountainsj 
called  seven  miles  from  Palermo^  but  certainly 
not  more  than  six ;  it  is  an  ascent  all  the  way« 
and  after  the  first  mile  the  country  is  dreary ; 
the  last  two  miles  through  as  wild  and  uncul- 
tivated mountains  as  can  be  conceived*  The 
Convent  is  a  magnificent  building;  and  when 
it  first  strikes  the  eye^  it  appeftre  very  like  the 
views  I  have  seen  of  the  Escurial :  it  is  not  en- 
tirely finis(hed. .  They  say  this  Convent  is  four- 
teen  hundred  years  old ;  but  the  style  of  archi* 
tecture  clearly  proves  it  to  be  rather  modern ; 
of  tlie  original  Convent^  or  first  foundation^ 
1  know  no  more  than  1  do  of  St  Benedict. 
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This  Convent  is  rich^  and  contains  eighty  Monks> 
half  of  whom  are  Lay ; — ^they  must  be  noble : 
A  woman^  or  Plebeian^  cannot  enter  here ;  the 
former  not  even  to  look  at  it. 

The  great  marble  stair -case  is  as  fine  ai 
that  of  the  Convent  of  Catania ;  that  at  Cata<> 
nia  only  leads  to  one  story^  whereas  here 
they  mount  to  three^  and  the  ballusters  are  of 
alabaster.  The  corridores^  or  galleries^  oi  this 
Convent  are  of  two  squares^  round  which  afe 
the  apartments  of  the  Monks,  and  are  very 
extensive ;  the  largest  I  measured  was  one  hun* 
dred  and  sixty  paces.  These  corridores  are  all 
in  good  order,  have  pictures,  aad  the  floors 
formed  of  cement  painted. 

At  the  great  entrance,  where  I  should  have 
commenced  my  description,  there  are  several 
fine  Doric  marble  columns,  and  an  equestrian 
statue  of  St.  Benedict  giving  his  cloak  to  a  poor 
man. 

One  of  the  Order  accompanied  me  through 
the  Convent :  he  has  a  pretty  little  library,  and 
some  good  pictures  and  prints  in  his  apartment ; 
for  the  Benedictines  are  not  confined  to  mere 
cells ;  and  he  offered  coffee  and  rosoiio.    There 
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ere  some  fioe  apaitments  (as  nsual  in  Sicily) 
at  the  top^  or  upper  story ;  but  merely  for  shovr. 
The  library  is  a  very  fine  one ;  it  is^  in  fact, 
the  best  thing  in  the  Convent ;  I  staid  an  hour 
in  it.  They  have  a  good  collection  of  French 
|x>oks  by  liberal  writers.  An  old  Frenchman, 
the  sub-librarian,  had  more  intelligence  than 
any  other  person  1  met  there. 

The  Church  is  not  very  remarkable  after 
those  of  Palermo,  except  the  choir,  which  \%  one 
ef  the  best  I  have  seen  in  Sicily.  The  carving^ 
in  walnut-tree  wood  is  most  beautiAiI.  There  ara 
several  good  pictures  in  the  Church ;— *^ne  of 
8t.  Benedict  receiving  his  instructions  from  God 
Almighty  for  the  institution  of  the  Order,  and 
a  very  fine  one  upstairs,  by  Vandyke,  of  the 
three  Marys,  and  a  dead  Christ ;  also  one  or 
two  by  Spagnoletto :  There  are  four  very  fine 
large  statues,  in  black  marble,  of  Benedic* 
tine  Monks.  l%e  tiling  of  the  Church  is  so 
poHshed  and  slippery^  that  it  is  as  much  as  one 
can  do  to  walk  upon  it.  *" 

I  was  carried,  without  knowing  where, 
down  into— not  a  vault,  but  a  chapel,  like  one 
6f  our  ground  stories,  perfectly  li^t,  and  bav- 
ins: %tindows  :  in  this  are  denosited  the  deceased 
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Benedictines ;  not  hmg  like  the  Cap udiins^  bat 
eaeii'lyiiig  in  a  catacomb^  and  certainly  dm  effect 
IB  (kr  better ;  one  Monki  indeed^  in  full  dreA^ 
was  put  up  against  the  wall^  as  if  to  frighten 
the  crows^  and  was  the  ttiost  perfect^~- from 
being  most  in  the  air^  and  also  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  rats. 

From  the  stupidity  and  laziness  of  not  open** 
ing  the  windows  to  gi?e  air^  half  of  these 
lK)dies  were  destroyed  by  damp^  which^  as  the 
grave-digger^  in  Hamlet^  says^  ^'  is  a  great 
destroyer  of  dead  bodies  V*  part  were  devoured 
by  rats^  otherwise  they  might  last  for  centuries. 
They  once  enjoyed  the  Convent^  and  if  not  the 
good  ttings  of  the  worlds  at  least  they  heard  the 
third  finest  t>rgan  in  it :  Haarlem  has  the  first ; 
Catania  the  second ;  and  this  is  allowed  to  be  the 
thirds — it  is  in  appearance  beautiful ;  unfortu- 
nately it  is  now  under  repair^  and  tuning ;  an 
operlition  that  takes  place  every  six  years ;  but 
from  what  I  saw  and  even  heard^  it  must  be  fine : 
having  the  effect  of  two  large  bass-drums^  and  a 
full  band. 

The  objection  the  Sicilians  havfe  to  air 
any  place  not  immediately  in  use  is  Inconr 
ceivabH  ^nd  in  consequence  idl  things  suier. 
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There  is  a  Museum  here :  it  was  once  good ; 
but^  except  the  antient  marbles^  &c.  absolutely 
falling  to  pieces  from  damp:  fine  pictures, 
curious  models^  &c.  all  ruined  by  damp :  curious 
old  armour  ruined  by  damp  and  rust :  in  short, 
like  many  things  in  Sicily^  en  decadence.  The 
only  part  perfect  is  the  library  and  the  magni- 
ficent marble  stair-case^  but  the  latter  is  of  a 
composition  to  resist  damp. 

This  Convent^  though  so  near  Palermo,  is  lii 
a  most  sequestered  situation.  Th^  surrounding 
mountains  are  rude  and  rocky^  and  it  is,  1  may 
say^  buried  in  them :  a  sort  of  miserable 
garden  is  attached;  but  they  have  plenty 
of  water,  both  from  tanks  and  fountains.  The 
building  within  and  without  has  a  very  modern 
appearance ;  but  presents  a  mixture  of  grandeur 
and  jgloom^  placed^  in  tranquil  solitude,  quite 
<out  of  the  world:  In  the  sacristy  are  some 
very  beautiful  and  neat  yestments,  an^  a  quan- 
tity of  plate. 

I  was  informed  that  the  road  from  hence  to 
Monte  Realle,  (impassable  for  a  carriage^ 
afforded  beautiful  prospects,  and  as  they  only 
called  it  four  miles  I  determined  to  walk  there : 
but  my  Lacquais  de  Place  not  chusing  the  trou- 


ble  of  such  a  walk^   contrived  (o  prevent  any 
one  being  my  guide^  for  I  could  not  make  bim^ 
understand  that  I  did  not  require  his  company. 
Indeed^  all  that  is  necessaiy  is  to  shew  the  turn 
from  the  Convent^  after  which  the  road  cannot 
be  mistaken.     These  noble  Monks  appeared  in 
league  wilb  my  sarvant ;  and  I  could  not  find  the. 
intelligent  Frenchman^  he  having  left  the  library : 
no  one  would  shew  me  the  way.     It  is  odd  how 
these  people^  on  such  occasions^  combine  toge* 
tfier :    1  offered  balf  a  dollar  to  any  one ;   but^ 
though  the  Convent-servants  appeared  in  abject- 
poverty,  all  refused :  I  even  tried  some  peasants 
vrtio  were  passing,   1  told  them  if  1  remained 
tea  days,  neither  lacquey  nor  carriage  should 
stir  till  I  went  to  Monte  Realle,  but  all  in  vain. 
A  party  of  Sicilian  German  officers  arrived; 
1  spoke  to  ■  them,   they  declared,  with  perfect 
sangfroid,  that  the  majority  of  the  Sicilian^ 
were  villains,  (this  I  do  not  admit)    and  they 
could  give  no  relief.    I  therefore  called  for  the 
superior  in  a  very  authoritative  tone,  declared 
my  rank, — my  positive  determination  to  have  k 
guide ;  and  if  not  granted  that  I  should  remain, 
and  write  a  complaint  to  the  Maisquis  Circello, 
which   1   could  immediately  send,   having  my 
servant-boy  with  me :     This  operated  at  once» 
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tkwe  ifM  no  ocdiikm  Iq  trolUe  the  Miiifaw : 
md  a  g^iMe  was  inftently  pro<Mfffri> 

Theroad to  Monte  Reatte  if  not  tMie  doua 
three  niles:  I  passed  the  bitt  wiCh  the  old 
Modridi  castle  oa  the  top^  which  fams  so  ina 
an  olject  firom  Palermo.  I  was  hi|;hly  gradfiod 
wttfa  this  walk  throng^  the  aoaiilBiBs:  the 
pcosjpect  is  beautiiid;  and  yghm  1  got  dnve 
Monte  Realle^  the  effect  was  lUie  the  snddea 
drawing  up  of  a  cnrtaiii^  exposing  as  ine 
a  prospect  as  can  be  imagined^  emloacing  the 
eity  of  PaJenno  and  its  villas^  the  Bagaria  and 
tttkivaled  plain  and  rising  groands,  Moata 
]Ualle»  the  sea^  and  a  beantifol  range  of  moun- 
tains. Afker  satisfying  myself  here^  I  TClomed 
to  the  Convent^  and  thence  to  Palermo^  where 
I  arrived  time  enough  to  take  awnlk  on  the 
Marino^ — that  fascinating  spot. 

Slst — I  went  to  Coli  this  momiag:  it  is 
three  miles  from  Palermo^  and  a  beautiful  drive; 
it  lies  west  of  the  city^  and  is  as  finely  situated 
as  to  view^  as  Bagaria;  but  Bagaria  is  on  ahill, 
tiieColi  on  the  plain^  and  both  most  happily 
placed,  for  commanding,  a  fine  prospect-** 
The  King's  country  house,  and  indeed  chief 
residence,  is  here,  at  a  villa  called  La  Favorita. 
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It  it  cniowly  4Med  up  in  the  ChiMW  iSiyh;-^ 
att  dhow  and  ezpence^  and  not  the  least  comfort. 
His  Migesty  has  not  a  pen  and  ink^  nor  a  book 
in  the  house ;  but^  as  a  lady  observed^  he  nei-^ 
ther  iMds  nor  writes^  therefore  of  what  nise 
were  books  or  pens  and  paper.*^  Witii  ail 
this  ezpence  and  show^  how  inferior  in  com- 
parison with  any  En^sh  nobleman's^  or  e?eft 
a  rich  commoner's  bouse !— ^no  <ximf<ort  of  any 
kindt  His  Majesty  has  scarcely  a  table  ora- 
chest  of  drawerB>*-*no  conveniences ;  in  short,' 
hatf  a  dozen  Cliinese  rooms^  fitted  up  at  a  mon^ 
strous  expence^  is  all^  and  a  coHection  of  the 
worst  English  prints,  that  any  adventuring  rag* 


•  la  ttiis  anlliMfty  to  ftady  or  rdbetkm,  tfi  SidUaii  Majeity  ap-l 
pean  to  IbUoir  tiw  tauaofU  of  uwiy  andent  Potetitatct. 

Oa  a  drinking  jug,  in  a  Tillage  xmiy  in  Yorkshire,  I  once  waa 
amnied  wifb  «ke  foUowing  poetry,  intende4|  no'dovktf  to  proiaote  Hni 
iateraflt  of  tke  laadlord. 

* 

**  That  great  Khig  Alexander  hated  thinking, 
•<  HepadMdakontUwbofaatOonieil^^oard: 

^  He  ganad  the  werid,  and  kept  fail  friaidahydriiikiKg^ 
**  Much  more  than  by  hit  mighty  conquering  iword 


>y 


Coald  &e  Matorian,  like  this  Jng  Boet,  davel^pe  'tfai  secret  lufllory 
of  many  cabinau  and  councils*  the  result  of  their  deliberations  ttii^t 
appear  natora],  and  cease  to  astonish  the  world. 


merclwnt  could  tend  out.  The  Kidg  went  out 
this  morning  tq  see  the  Duke  of  Orleans  at 
Bagoria^  and  thenefore  I  saw  aU  the  bouse. 

In  Sicily^  though  so  many  ppoc  women  are  in 
indigence^  and  others  kbouring  in  fields  like 
mules^  strange  it  is^  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a. 
female  servant^  except  at  inns :  here  five  great 
dirty  fellows  were  doing  the  work  of  one  Eng- 
lish house-maid^  and  very  disgusting  in  etery 
point.  The  gardens  of  La  Favorita  arie  laid  out 
in  walks  of  the  fashion  of  four  centuries  back, 
but  are  very  well  kept>  and  in  good  order ; — 
box  enclosing  every  thing:  the  pleasure  ground 
4s  extensive.  His  Majesty  has  a  large  orange 
grove>  a  quantity  of  vines^  and  a  sort  of  laby- 
rinUi^  in  which  is  a  Chinese  pagoda  ;  and  here^ 
(as  in  England^)  the  British^  military,  naval, 
and  civilian,  who  have  visited  the  place,  have  de* 
faced  the  walls  by  writing  their  names,  with  all 
that  ribaldry,  which  the  windows  and  window* 
shutters  of  every  inn  in  England  affords.  It  is 
strange  the  propensity  that  John  Bull  has, 
upon  these  occasions,  '^  to  write  him  down  an 
AsB  I "  as  honest  Dogberry  expresses  it. 

M 

I  wished  to  get  a  lizard ;  there  were  millions 
of  them  about ;    but  they  are  so  cautious,  and 
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ftiii  io  fittt,  tbiM;  it  js  next  to  ImpMiiUe  to  catch 
them,  The.iurtifM  take  them  byareed^  with 
a  running  noose;  and  ivt  this  manner  a  little 
-bay  got  me  one. 

The  pleasare  ground  is  extensive^  widi  a  car- 
riagjs  <oed  all  through  it :    People  well  dressed^ 
without  sticks  or  dogs^  and  those  in  open  car- 
riages^ are  admitted.    The  farm  ground  is  very 
eKtensive^  and  quite  in  the  style  described  by 
the  ancient  authon; — the  grape  and  olive  are 
the  chief  oi^ts^    If  such  soil  and  climate  were 
under  Eng^sh  management^     how  productive 
they  would  be :   water  they  attend  to ;  there  are 
conduits^  .which  act  in  such  a  manner^  as  bofli 
to  drain  and  irrigate.    The  whole  is  remark- 
ably well  and  neatly  kept»  and  apparently  with 
half  the  hands  I  have  at  my  &rm^  though  four 
times  the  extent,  and  yet  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  good  plough,  or  any  of  the  agricultural 
assistants  that  we  have.     The  walks  and  roads 
.are  very  neat.    The  management  of  water  is  a 
great  matter  in  this  island :  as  far  as  I  can  make 
out,  it  is  all  conducted  on  the  syphon  principle, 
and  very  expensively :    There  are  lofty  and  ugly 
pyramids  all  through  the  country  for  this  pur- 
pose, according  to  the  different  levds,  and  pipes 
of  bi^ed  clay  under  ground  to  conduct  the  wa- 
ter. 

E  e 
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• 

TMs  imvorite  Villa  Hfts  cost  a  krge.Mtit: 
in  one  room  is  an  absurd  contrivaiioe  of  a  table 
>to  be  served  )vithouli«er?ants ;  it  goes  down^  tnd 
is  wound  up :  but  the  machinery  is  tery  com- 
plicated and  expensive  ;•  aY\d  it  is^  at  present^ 
(and  almoi^t  always)  out  6f  order.  I  remem- 
ber seeing  a  mijth  bettcfT  one  many  yeftrs.  ago 
at  a  country-seat  of  tbe  Elector  Palatine  near 
Bonn.  '•  '       »   ' 

The  King  and*  the  Prinl:^  Royal •hftve  ll^iry 
farms,  and  vie  with  each  other  in  roekttig  butter, 

as  before-mentioned :  this  amusement  and  shoot* 

« 

ing,  by  what  I  hear,  is^l  this  monarch  troubleis 
himself  about. 

The  amusements  of  hunthig,  shooting;  or 
fishing,  appear  to  have  always  formed  the  prin* 
cipal,  and  almost  only  source  Of  pleasure  for 
King  Ferdinand :  his  relation^  the  late  King  of 
Spain,  was  equally  attached  to  it.  '80  far  have 
they  carried  this  manUty  that  I  know,  firom  un- 
doubted authority,  there  was  formerly  n  regular 
weekly  intercourse,  by  specild  messengers,  cai!^ 
ried  on  between  the  Courts  of  Naples  >and  Ma- 
drid, with  an  account  of  the  slaughter  of  game, 
and  the  feats  of  these  monarchs  in  the  fidd. — 
Perhaps  they  were  better  employed  in  this 
animal  destruction,  than  in  human  slaughter. 


The  mode  of  bimtittg  U,  htm^et,  qiulii  dif- 
foent  from  oui» :  tiundreib  of  pqnanto  driMi 
tbe  game  from  tlie  woods  into  oertmh  open  puis; 
his  Mi^esty  stands  withtn  ^a*  railed  feneci  half  si 
dozen  men  load  for  bim^.  and  he  fires  awaj^i 
right  and  left^  as  fast  as  he  can.  In  very  bad 
weather^  they  have  *  ofteir  '  cdtecled  a  strange 
padley  mto  a  large  riding^house^  consisting  of 
ipohm^  fexes^  boars,  dogs, ,  cats, :  pigs/ goal9i 
deer,  &c.  also  !  owls,  pidgeons, '.  hawksi  Jsrild . 
ducks,  partridges,  crows,  &c.  The  animals, 
in  this  promiscuous  state,  begin  a  general  fight, 
while  the  monarch,  from  a  gallery,  fires  at  them 
till  they  are  all  destroyed. — An  ignoble  and  cow- 
ardly pastime ! 

All  persons,  however,  agree  that  Ferdinand 
is  a  quiet  and  good-natured  man.  The  Sicilians 
lay  their  misfortunes,  oppressions,  and^riev* 
jances  entirely  to  the  Queen.  Since  I  prepared 
these  sheets  for  press,  1  find  they  have  been- 
relieved  from  her  Majesty's  care.  The  English 
new%papers,  which  announced  her  death,  de- 
scribed her  as  a  restless,  ambitious,  and  furious 
woman.  It  is  certain  she  learned  nothing  from  - 
misfortune;  and  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
believe  that  she  was  very  deficient  in  gratitude 
tQ  England :  and,  1  believe,  no  one  ever  de* 
parted  this  life  less  lamented. 

Ee2 


Thteeare  wfenll  beatttifiil  tiDas  md  cassiiios^ 
an  with  vary  seat  flower  gardem.  The  countvy 
hoiuM  mn,  in  general^  omatmented  with  maiUe 
biutg  on  the  top  ci  the  waDs ;  I  feckoaed  one 
hondfed  and  thirty  on  one  hoase. 


This  being  Snnd^^  the  public  garden^  (the 
Kenain^pton  of  Palenno)  with  the  adjoiniBy 
groniid^  (ft  fort  of  common)  and  the  Marina 
.Were  crowded  with  well  dressed  people. 


m 
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Kin/al  Palace  ot  Palermo -^Franciscan  Con- 
vent—Body  of  St.  Benedict— The  SUk  Ma- 
nufactory — Courts  of  Jtistiee — 1%€  Castle*^ 
College  of  the  Jesuits — The  Prison — A  weU 
authenticated  Account  of  Life  returning  to 
the  Dead  and  Dried  Body  of  a  C(q^him 
Monk. 


I  made  many  attempts  to  see  the  Pakce^ 
but  did  not  racceed.  I  did  not  like  to  tronble 
the  I>iilGe  of  Orleans ;  so^  this  morning^^  I  tried 
the  silver  key^  and  all  the  doors  flew  open  in  a 
minute. 

The  Palace  is  anr  old  and  irregular  building : 
the  inside  forms  two  squares^  one  has  a  piazza^ 
OF  colonnade,  of  three  stories,  with  handsome 
columns.  By  the  aid  of  a  little  civility,  and  an 
English  unform,  I  got  into  the  great  audience 

Ee3 
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and  drawing  rotfms^  they  are  large  and  hand- 
Mine  f  There  is  very  fine  tapestry  in  these 
Toom»y  repres^ting  the  adventures  of  Don 
Quixote. 

The  armoury  is  nothing  more  than  a  room 

fined  Vith  about  two  hu^rgd  fowling  pi^es 

from  an  countries^  with  pistols^  swords^  and  all 

the'  parapherrfalia  of  the  King's  shooting  appa- 

«ratusr  these  arms  are  remarkably  .weH  kept, 

j  ail d  some  are  very  curious :     They  have  a.  sword 

'•**  nSade    at  Toledo/  said   to    have    belonged  to 

Charles  the  Fifth,  and  a  very  old  shield  of  Ro- 
ger, the  conqueror  of  Sicily. 

There  is  a  very  fine  gallery  of  pictures,  as 
I  am  told ;  -  but  they  were  lately  packed  up, 
•  when  Murat  threatened  invasion,  and  so  they 
remain;^  Th^  room  was  then*  turned  int^  a  Par- 
liam^nt  house,  for  th§  meeting  of  the  Barons, 
|vhp,  however,  not  agreekig  with  the^Qtte^V»' 
werc^  l^ke  the  Parliament  of  Paris  fovmerlj^ 
sent  about  their  business  I  went  to  see  the 
*  room  :  it  is  very  large  and  lofty ;  at  present  it  is 

painting  in  tht  Iti^ian  styles  I  did  not  pace  it, 
\>ut  should, suppose  it  to  baroite  hundred  and 
fifty 'feet  long.^  The  scaffolding,  now  iip  for 
a  platform,  to  enable  the  artists -to*  paint*  tllhi 
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^eiling^  \b  fek^y  a  curMRsi^j^:  I  looked  ihronigh 
MMM  of  t(ie  $ii|>or^qate  part&  of  the  palace^ 
aad.4li6n  took  myjeanrf;:  .  Th^F^  we-  stajr^ 
pf  red'  marble  (p  Ae  4^p  ^  every  step  in  of  fifteen 
^feetwide. 

The  Qneei^  resides  in  this  Palace :  the  King 
remains  at  the  finvorita  with  his  mistress ;  and 
it  is  only  on' what  they  call  aame^y^^that:is^ 
ttae  Jbirth-day  of  «piq#  -  of  t^e .  Royal  familyi 
t\»i^  a,  jpegular  drayring-roonf  or  leyee  is  hetdi. 


<^e  laprninf;  I  4f%y^  out  with  A!%itiFa1  B- 


to  see  a  villa   of  thfi   Pi*inoeis&  Leon  Porte, 

«r 

which  she  l8(te^p«gr<4iased,;  the 'hqase  is  ffnall^ 
and  quite  out  o^  repair' ;  but « the  situation  is 
beautiful  beyond  description.  The  gardens^  in 
the  antique  style^  are  filldt  with  busts  of  fine 
white  marble*  There'  is  one  most.  curiouiB  and 
«e}l  executed ;  ^  it  is  the  centre  piece^  in  tha* 
basin  of  a  fountain^  but  very  indecent^  repre; 
senting  a  gronp  of  figures  nearly  as  ^  large 
a»  Ufe;~an  pW  i^n  kol^  a  iroong  Wonu^ 
fyr  his^son^  wh9.vi(^tes  her.  The  walks 
are  shaded  »by  high  box^  yew^  and  other  ^dark 
hedges;  aloes  and  many«  shrubs  grow  here 
luxuriantly.       •         ^       * 

Ee4 
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We  snrpirised  tw^  Voiiks,  with  thteir  fcir 
companions^  in  this  sedudcd  -spot.  It  wtis  ^rery 
erident  they  were  paying  their  mornifig  devo- 
tion to  the  God.  o^  Loit :  indeed,  1  have  no 
doubt  they  bad  been  breaking  one  of  thtir  Towft. 
These  IVfonks  belonged  to  the- Franciscan  Con- 
Vent. 

■ 

St  Malia  de  Jesus,  is  near,  and  in. as  pic- 
turesque and  beautiful 'a  skuatioh  os^  can  be 
conceived:  it  is  on  the  mountain,  corikmand* 
ing  the  finest  view  about  Palermo,  which 
city  ik  seen* to  ^eat  tfAvantiige  fwm  it. — 
As  Mr.Twfss  said  of  the  poor  Pats  at  KiUlirBey^ 
These  Monks  certainly  efnjoy  health  md  a 
fine  prospect."  They  arfe ^forty-eight  in  num- 
ber, land  the  Convent*  is  a  ve^  good  one :  they 
have  an  extensive  f>leasure  ground,  and-  some 
fine  pine  frees  and  walks  up  the  side  of  the 
mountain  ;  at  the  end  of  one  is  a  fine  yiste,  and 
two  hermitages  higher  up.  I  have  seldom  seen 
a  Convent  more  beautiftiUy  or  romantically  situ- 
ated, or  commanding  finer  views :  the  olive  trees, 
about  the  plain  are  larger  than  usual,  and  have 
the  appearance  of  wood ;  so  that,  with  the  sea^ 
Palermo,  the  mountains,  and  rich  plain,  it  takes 
in  every  thing.  Planting,  however,  is  not  the 
rage  here. 
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I  niut  Aatrve,  that  i  ueyer  saw  a  ymmg 
plaatation  in  Sicily ;  and  the  forests  abont.Etna 
ane  all  in  decrepitude*  Sicily  cannot  boast  fvf 
nuoh  fine  timbev ;  but  it  is  more  pfentiiril  in 
Gahbria. 

To  return  to  the  Convent: — ^They  have  a 
library  and  a  good  refectory;  excellent  bread 
and  wine  of  their  own  making ;  and,  I  beUe¥e!i 
live  as  happy  as  Monks  can^  particnlaiiy-  when 
they  have  the  advsintage  of  meeting  the  fair  in 
the  "taeighboiaring  gardens.  The  Church  is 
snudl :  there  ^e  many  old  tombs  in  it^  and  the 
body  of  St  Benedict,  the  Franciscan^  over  one 
of  the  altars^  ia  a  glass  case ;  they  say^  it  is 
three  hundred  years  old :  it  is  wonderfully  weU 
preserved ;  the  head  is  rather  decayed^  rbut  the 
body,  is  not  at  all  disgusting.  Afiter  admiring 
the  prospect  again  andagain^  I  took  my  leave;, 
and  got  home  at  half  past  4o'clod£^  P.M. 

• 
Just  before  I  left  the  Franciscans,  the  Admi* 
lal  was  obliged  to  return  to  Palermo,  after  WiS 
had  seen  I^incess  Leon  Forte's  gardens,  and 
i  went  alone  to  this  Convent ;  I  was  introduced 
ta  the  Provincial,  a  respectable  old  roan,  who 
was  on  his  visitation.  I  thought  he  had  a  won* 
derful  set  of  teeth  for  a  man  of  seventy ;   on 
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kokifig  attentiyely;,  I  plaialy  pefoeiTed  that  fiie 
spper  i/rerefiike;  ta  a  man  serenty  yean  of 
age^  ancTpartaouIairly  to  a/Monk^  Aere  can  be 
BO  indyropriety  or  <^ence^  ia.  letting  bim  know 
tbat  you  detect  his  mg,  or  his  false  teeth ;  I  civiHy 
Vieiftioned  to  him  my  surprise  at  the  skilnilness 
of  bis  dentist :  he  then  told  me  (but^  evidently 
wcnld^have  excused  my  obsenration)  thattbey 
v^re'£dse^  and  made  by  a  barber  in  Palermo, 
wbo  was  aim  an  ingenious  mechanic :  be  gave 
me  his  address,  and  said  that  he  had  many  arti- 
clesf  of  .^curiosity.  Before  I  left  Palernio,  I  cal* 
led'  upon  bim,  and  found  a  very  poor  barber's 
ahop, —  I  d^bt  -if  St.  GHes's  l^ts  a  poorer 
'f  Shave  for  a  Penny/'  Thare  were  two  boys 
busily  employed  in  shaying;  I  tek6d  for  tho 
master ;  he  appeared,  and  certfunly  had  m&n 
tho  chavacter  of  a  mechanic  than  a  baiber: 
He  shewed  me  several  articles  pf  cmrioMty,—* 
most  olT  them  the  productioni^  of  his  genius.? 
and,  amongst  the  / ejst,  his  coHecUon  or  manu- 
facture of  Msa  teeth,,  and  better.  I  never  am, 
.  from  one  to  a  whole  set,  with  ea^  springs  and 
on  a  most  sioii^e  construction.  But  now  coiuft 
the  wonder,  aad  th^  reason  wby,  I  mention  thistf 
I  asked  the  Provincial  what  be  paid  for^  bis 
teeth ;  he  said,  the  barber  would  n(>t  take  •pay « 
^  meat  from  the  clfun^b,  but  he  gave*  bkn  a  cheese 
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f^  sixteen  rotali^-^that  h,  thirty -Iwo  povnd 
weight  tasked  the  poor  barber^ '(who  seeing 
to  me  to  exeel  all  the  te<4b-artiat$  I  bave  heard 
of  in  London^  Pari^^  or  Dublin  J  hia- pricey 
he  told  me^  for  an  entire  upjier  &nd  undav  seV 
twenty  dollars^  that  is,  £b ;  and  for  a  soialleK 
number  in  proportion.  1  believe  in  tHe  cities 
above  mentioned^  the  price  .would  be  sixty 'guW 
neas.  The  art  is  the  same  at  Palermo  as^ia 
London^  there  can  be  no  great  differ^ace  in.  the 
price  oi  the  siaterials.  The  infer^ce.-T-What 
extravagant  prices  are  demanded  in  such  citifs 
as  London^  Dublin^  and  Paris :  Few  people 
want  teeth  in  Sicily  ;  so  it  is  not  jvort}i  a  man's 
while  to  demand  an  enormous  price>  which  ha 
knows  he  would  not  giet  there ; — he  rather  takes 
mttit  from  his  art.  *  .  ^       v 

I         • 

But^  in  all  secrets  of  chaffering,  Which  the 
*  travelling  English  let  them  into,  they  chcnrge 
with  improvement ;  and  by  English  folly^  many 
articles  of  o^nimon  utility  a];e  dpnhle  tba|  price 
of  the  «ame  article  in  England.  Indeed,  with 
few  exceptions,  they  now  ask  an  Englishman^  ' 
«-a{  least,  doable  jvhat  they  will  t^ke,  .*or  what 
Ihey  vvouM  get  from*  their  own  count^men* 
1  believe^  as  old  Frederick  of  Prussia  said, 
imposition  ii^  an  ej^ample  quickljv  followed  in  aJi 
countries.  '  • 
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The  dik  manufaetory  is  a  fine  establish* 
metit,  and  the  machineiy  good;  but^  of  late 
years^  it  has  been  rather  on  the  decline :  It  is 
Mndttcted  by  two  Frenchmen ;  one  of  them 
went  through  the  whole  manafactory  with  me : 
his  intelligence,  his  information,  civility,  and 
engaging  manners  marked  him  as  a  very  snpe* 
rior  being,  to  what  we  meet  in  general. 

This  manufactory  is,  in  some  degree,  a  go- 
vernment concern ;  and  the  bad  management 
of  its  funds,  even  with  all  the  talents  and  pains 
of  these  Frenchmen,  renders  it  a  burden  rather 
than  an  advantage  to  the  state.  A  large  reser- 
voir of  water  furnishes  sufficient  to  turn  a  great 
wheel,  which  puts  all  in  motion,  and  four  hun« 
dred  little  orphan  girls  carry  on  the  manu&cbire 
with  its  assistance  and  that  of  a  dozen  weavers. 

An  attached  Convent  of  Nuns  takes  charge 
of  these  children ;  they  appear  happy,  and  are 
well  attended  to.  The  manufactory  at  present 
is  not  at  full  work,  and  therefore,  like  many  of 
our  charity  schools  in  DuUin,  they  cannot  af« 
ford  to  fill  up  vacancies.  The  part  of  the  manu- 
lactm*y  for  hosiery  is  miserably  bad.  On  one 
side  of  this  extensive  building  the  works  are  carr 
ried  on     the  other  side  is  that  under  the  pro* 
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tettkm  of  the  Nuns^  and  where  these  chiMieo 
ne  kqit  when  not  at  work:  they  get  edu- 
cation^  and  are  taught  to  work  at  the  silk  and 
iphuBg :  They  might  earily  rapport  five  hnn« 
dred  children ;  and  thoagh  they  say  there  are 
fenr  hundred  in  the  honse^  I  suspect  there  are 
not  more  ttian  two  hundred.  After  a  certain 
age  a  part  of  their  earnings  (not  to  exceed  four- 
pence  a  day  of  oi)r  money)  is  given  to  each  girl 
to  dothe  hendf.  The  inside  square  of  this 
building  has  an  upper  and  under  piazza^  with 
handsome  cokunns^ 

One  pwt  of  the  institatiQU  is  singubr:--^ 
Th^  never  can  go  out,  at  any  age^  ukdess 
mamed;  and  as  no  man^  hut  under  special 
&vour^  (as  happened  to  me)  is  ever  ad^ 
mitted  within  the  building,  I  enquired  how 
they  could  be  married?  The  anewer  to  this 
question^  and  the  true  one,  is  this : — At  c^* 
tain  periods  of  the  year  all  the  girls  past 
sixteen  are  brought  out  into  a  large  room,  and 
exhiMted  aa  it  w;ere,  and  any  tradesman  or  far«> 
mer  wanting  a  wi&j  may  come  and  view  and 
chuse :  the  superiors  then  enquire  into  his  means 
and  character;  if  bad  he  is  r^cted,  if  good 
he  gels  the  girl,  and  twenty  ounces  fortune, 
paid  fimn  their  £Bnds,---about  ten  pounds.  J  am 
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convinced  there  are  not  two  hundred  giils  in  the 
house;  bul^  indeed^  1  never  flaw  in  England^  #r 
any  where^  a  better  attended  establishmeat.  I 
went  thare  very  unei^ectedly  as  to  time^  and  yet 
every»pla«e  waaas  dean  as  paMible,  and  all  the 
^ris  heakhy  and  neatly  dressed :  The  cleanest 
Sicilians  I  have  *  seen,  and  oiany  of  then  very 
pretty.  Tbcfy'  attend  mlass  twice  a  day,  and  in 
cages  like  tfaejl^uns :  '  They  a^e;  taught  to  weave 
coarse  iinen.  The  old  Lady  Abbess  is  as  neat 
an  old  woman  as  I  have  seen,  and  went  round 
with  me:  but  they  liave  little  woik»  whidi, 
I  sijppose,^  is  the  reason  of  *so  ^ew  children 
being  in  the^l^puse;  ind^M  it  is  not  half 
finished,  and  yet,  as  far  as  the  mere  walls,  is  aft 
imnensQ  buiUiag/  The  church  is ,  handsomei 
and  has  m^sy  beMtiful  marble  alters. 


:   I  went  to  see  .what#l  cc^  their  four  tourts,  • 
or  Westminster  Hall :     They Jiave  a  very. large 
hall,  and  four*cOurts^  ansft^^ring,  in  some  .de^  • 
gree,*to  o]^rs;  as  far  as  l^pil  name,--y&.  Iha 
Criminal  Count,   the  Cl\ii  (Nisi  i^ius)  Courts  ^ 
the  King's  Court  of  Exchequer,  ttnd.analher  a 
sort  of  Equity  Court.     These  tcourts^  sit  Ateoft* 
every  day ;  thereare  thr^e  or  four  jud|pes  iii.^d>> 
and  as  great  a  crowd  as  in  ourft    Tbe  iawybm 
pleaded  iike  the  preachers^,  with  violence  wi^ 
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great  mption  of  the  hands  and  fingers :  ^every 
lawyer  must  appear  fall  dressed^  ^and  wi(h  ^  bag 
and  Birord^  as  oar  gentry  for  a  con^;,  levee^  &c. 
^nt  the  lawyers  wear  neither  wigs  nor^gowns! 
.The  cfiminid  canse  is  cairied  on  *etacUy  lika  tf 
Nisi  priust  The  prisoner  remains  in  goal^  and 
appears  in  court  only  by  his  attorney  :  the  cause 
or  ptoeecotion  lasts  fw  months :  Ip  these  courts 
M,  is  determined  by  the  judges  wfthout  juiies* 
The  police  of  the  town  is  under  the  Captain  of 
Justice^  who^  with  certain  magisftetes^  hears 
wmplaints  and  charges^  much  as  oiirs^'do.  But 
if  t^y  hear  the  charges  like  our^  magistrates; 
their  subsequlsnt  conduct  fdTms  a  dreadful  con* 
trast.  ■-« 

Thefe  are^  at  leasts  forty  inferior  courts  iii 
Palermo^  in  all  of  which  any  thing  but  justice 

9  * 

is'  administered.  I  had  not  time  to^make  my- 
self  ac<)uainted  with  ^e  details  of  the  manner 
of  distributing  justice  to  the  different  suitors  ; 
for>  wherever  1  sought  the  infortnation/  I  was 
answered^  that  the  bare  recital  of  abuses  Would 
take  a  month ;  I  must  thtnrefore  refer  the  reader 
to  Mr.  Leckie's  able  work^  or  to  those  who;, 
from  long  residence  in  Palermo^  may  be  able  to 
supply  such  details :  Not  that  they  could  be 
of  any  use  to  the  English  reader ;  for  the  entire 
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System  of^SiMlifliii  law  anA  triab^  gitu  and  ^rt* 
mind ;— -Admirakx^  Equity,  EdeBiaaticd,  &c 
and  all  the  djfleraoi  proo^iflea,  front  th«  Tribv- 
iiale  del  real  P^imonk^.  to  the  d^kiona  of  thia 
Captains  of  Juatioe,  nay  at  once  he  coaq^naed 
by  Dtating,  that  the  whgle  is  a  ni%ss  ci  iatoife- 
rabla  grievaiice»  most  vexatious  expeiise»  pro* 
craslination,  and  .every  poss^Ue  impiMfeotkWi.* 
The  ju%es,  officers,  and  all  their  assistaigls^ 
purchase  their  sitiiatioas,  ^e  Captaia  of  Justice 
excepted^  and  practise  ev^ery  impesition  on 
those  vrfio  ve  so  nnlbrtiinale  las.to  cjMne  before 
them. 


•  • 


The  senates,  jurats,  and  roa|pistrates  iii  the 
other  towns,  are,  to  the  full^  as  bad  as  th9se  ia 
t&e  capital.  The  whole  49  an  abuse,  of^  power, 
from  Pfldermo  to  tiie  most  iaferior  viU^ge. 


The  Captain  of  Justice  is^  in  m^ny  iastance^, 
«t  proper  appointment ;  and  when  ,  thi^  is  the 
case,  having  great  power,  he  can,  and  does,  "do 
much  good.  The  Marqui;;  St:  Juliano,  who  m 
Captain  of  Justice  at  Qstaaia,  is  a  nobleman  of 
excellent  chacaeter :  and  there  alis  other  nobla- 
men.  Captains  of  Justioey  in  the  island,  who 
discharge  the  duties  of  their  office  with  kumanity 
end  equity ;  but  I  feat  the  nugt rity  ate  not  ^ 
this  description. 


t 
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AflN>n^  Ae  gmttrt  efils  in  thie  adannistn^ 
tion  of  the  criminal  code,  are  the  expence  end 
the  length  of  time  takra.  I  have  Seen  aartlred, 
that  trials  even  for  murder^  ha?e  lasted  vatA 
the  parties  prosecnting  became  so  tired  of  fho 
elpence  and  attendance^,  that  they  have  stopped 
proeeeding.  Other  criminal  causes  bave  been 
so  deferred^  that  the  accused  have  frequently 
been  immared  in  prison  half  tried^  or  totaHy 
foi|^otteB^  and  have  rmaiaed  there  for  years. 

4 

As  to  May  in  the  Civil  Cbarts,  we  must  be 
sSent,  I  mean  in  great  causes ;  for  though  the 
equity  suit  in  Sicily  is  a  most  tedious  and  expen* 
sive  process^  what  else  is  it  in  England  or  Ire- 
lead?  Bat,  for  small  mercantile  transactions, 
they  have  no  experience  of  despatch  like  that 
of  oar  Nisi  Prius^  or  record  causes.  The  most 
trifling  case  in  Sicily,  if  once  it  get  into  court, 
has  a  good  chance  of  remaining  there  fdtt 
as  long  as  one  of  onr  heaviest  causes  in  Chan* 
eery- 

Whether  in  despotic  countries  men  are  reaDy 
afraid  to  give  infommtion^  I  cannot  determine; 
but  I  have  often  observed  how  extremely  dif«* 
ftcidt  it  was  to  obtain  it  abroad^  except  in  France^ 
wbere  it  is  to  be  had  for  asking* 
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111  Sicily!,  when  a  man  answers  any  query 
respecting  the  goyernment^  it  is  always  in.  a 
whis]^  or  low  tdne  of  Toice^  though  no  third 
person  be  present ;  .  suc^  is  the  habitual  caution 
in  despotic  countries. 

The  intelligent  Frenchman^  at  the  silk  fieu:- 
tory^  informed  me  of  what  I  should  otherwise 
never  have  known^ — that  there  i»  a  very  large 
Foundling  Hospital  here ;  and^  by  his  laccount^ 
well  attended  to^  and  on  as*  libelal  a  plan  as 
ours  in  Dublin^  which  has  been  always  remark- 
able for  the  liberalHy  with  which  admission  is 
given. 

An  Old  Saracen  Castle^  cdled  Torre  Zizza^ 
just  without  the  town^  is  well  worth  seeing, 
being  a  building  of  great  antiquity^  sup- 
posed to  be  a  thousand  years  old.  The  hail  is 
large^  and  has  a  fine  fountain  and  a  jet  d'eau 
in  the  middle^  which  now  plays  occasionally,: 
and^  I  am  told,  in  Summer  continually.  Thift 
hall  is  inclosed  by  iron  gates. 

The  Castle  is  a  very  singular  building ;  in  it 
there  are  many  large  and  small  uncomfortable 
rooms,  but  fine  stone  stairs  to  the  top ;  and 
every  story  vaulted :    it  could  not  be  burnt ; 
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the  roof  is  flat^  and .  of  bricks :    the  gutters 
are  of  tile;   for^   as  they  have  no  frost  here^^ 
the  mortar  is  impervious  to  water.    I  never  saw 
a  greater  quantity  of  pictures  in  one  private 
house ;    a  few  are  good^  but  most  of  them  are' 
daubs  :     There  are  two  orange  gardens  near  :  * 
the  trees  are  planted  very  close.     I  should  sup^  ^ 
pose  each   garden    to   contain    twenty  acresT: 
they  appear  a  wood^   or   rather  a  very  tfaict 
shrubbery :   the  trees^  in  general^  are  about  the 
size  of  the  large  arbutus  in  Ireland. 

Prince  Batero's  Palace  is  magnificent :   it  is 
built  on  the  old  rampart  over  the  Marino ;  the  . 
best  situation  in  Palermo^   and  really  worthy, 
of  a  Prince :     Leon  Forte^   his  daughter  by  a 
former  marriage^   has  her  own  apartments.-^  * 
The  rooms  are  very  grand,  and  painted  in  the 
Italian    style,    with    gilding   in   abundance;— 
but  tiled  floors,  poor  furniture,  no  carpets,  and 
very  bad  carpenters'  work ;  the  Jintshj  except 
that  appertaining  to  mere  show,    is  bad :    but 
in  respect  to  water-colour  paint,  marble  work 
or  masonry,  and  gilding,  as  superior  to  ours^ 
as  the  carpenters'  and  timber  work  is  inferior. 
One  large  hall,  being  very  lofty  and  one  hun*  * 
drcd  feet  long  by  forty-five  wide,  is  in  appear-  * 
ance  very  magnificent,  and  has  several  beautiful 
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and  ckan  lustres;  but  common  rash.chairs^  and 
poqr  furniture. 

« 

In  one  room  there  are  six  fine  large  looking 

-glasses^    or    rather   they  were   once   looking 

glasses;   for^  even  in  this  climate^  between  al* 

'  ways  keeping  the  rooms  shnt^  and  never  dusting 
or  wiping  a  glass^  they  are  quite  ruined :  the 
hasty  custom  of  excluding  female  servants  and 
house  maids^  must  always  keep  their  hovMes  bad; 
how  ladies  dispense  with  female  attendance,  and 
substitute  that  of  men  on  all  occasions,  I  can- 
not conceive ;  but  delicacy  and  cleanliness  do 
not  appear  to  be  Sicilian  virtues.    1  must  men*' 

^  tion  one  filthy  custom : — ^ladies  and  gentlemen 
q>it  most  unmercifully  every  where,  on  the 
the  carpet,  mosaic  or  painted  floor,  in  a  car- 
riage ;  in  fact,  any  where  but  in  thek  hand- 
kerchief;—  a  nasty  custom,  and  most  disgust- 
ing in  women.  I  declare  I  saw  a  very  pretty 
SicUian  young  lady,  at  a  private  ball  at  Messina» 
spit  so  profusely  on  the  floor,  that  I  thought  she 
must  have  been  under  salivation.  They  spit 
any  where,  and  every  where,  so  that  no  won* 
der  the  houses  are  dirty.     A  gentleman  from 

*  Irdand,  who  visited  Paris  last  summer,  described 
the  practice  of  spitting,  and  what  he  called  the 
community  of  secretione,  as  a  peculiar  habit  oC 
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the  Ptarniani :    tHiat  would  he  say  of  the  Siei'*  ' 
Uant  and  Italians ! 

The  puppet-show  and  pnnchinello  are  great    * 
amnsem^its  in  Palermo ;   also  flying  kites^not    r 
accommodatioa  paper^  but  genuine  school-boy 
paper-kites.    I  saw  an  old  officer  flying  one  ipt 
a  field  liear  town^  witii  all  the  zeal  of  a  school- 
boy;  but  every  da^^  if  there   be   the   le^     , 
wind^  there  are  an  hundred  flying ;  some  .very 
krge^  and  higher  in  the  air  tiian  I  ever  saw 
before.    There  is  a  puppet  theatre^  where  1  sail     ^  , 
a  comedy  and  a  ballet  performed  admirably : 
the  boxes  only  ten-pence^   so  not  very  expen* 
siv«;   bttt  the  music  was  execrable^   which  is     ' 
add^  as  there  are  numbers  of  wretched  mu-* 
(rieians   go    about  the   streets; — ^wretched   in 
poverty  and    appMranee^    but  excellent  per«     ^ 
formers.  ^ 

a 

The  Cofiege  of  tiite  Jesuits^  (fc^  the  ord^  has   ^ 
been  restored  in  Sicily)  is  a  magtiiflcent  esta* 
Midiment;   btit^  asagpreat  part  of  their  lands 
have  passed  to  other  hands^  and  as  what  the     " 
King  returned  to  thein  is  loii^ded  with  debt/  t^ey  " 
have  not  yet  much  to  expend..    The  college  ^  •• 
M.  a  very  exteMive  butiding ;  \ki,  daring  ,the 
sttpptessiOA  of  t^e  order  there  was  great  dila- 
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«*  pidation.    There  bt6  ninety-four  Jesuits  bere^ 

«^  and- they  have  a  college  for  young  noblemen^ 

who  enter  from  the  age  of  fourteen   to  eigh- 

»  « teen^  and  have  all  sorts  of  masters^  vrhom^  hoir- 

^  ever/ they  pay^  besides^  about  £30  sterling  a 
year  for  their  diet.  There  is  also  a  public  school 
§ov  day-scholars  gratis^  open  every  day  froia 
8  o'llock>«  A.M.  to  11^  and  from  2  o'clock^  P.M. 

.  to*- one  hour  before  sun-set^  and  at  this  near 
five  jiundred  boys  are  instructed  in  reading, 
vnriting^  Latin^  and  Greek.     They  receive  nor 

^  ^ices  for  the  order^  v^hp  study  divinity ;  and 
I  found  no  less  than  ten  Irishmen  there  on  that 
account ;  four  v^ere  to  return  to  Dublin  in  a  few 
dcEVS.  Mr.  Kenny  was  very  civil  to  us ;  and, 
after  showing  the  whole  establishment,  which 
took  some  hours,  he  g^ve  us  coffee  in  his  room  : 

^     most  of  the  apartments  are  vaulted. 


% 


*    The  library  is  a  very  large  and  handsome 
room ;    and  '  they    have    many    English    and 
French  authors  there,   besides  numerous  reli- 
gious books  and  bibles ;  indeed,  of  the  latter  they 
*     have  a  curious  collection.      This  library  is  open 
'  ••  to  ^y  one  three  hours  a  day  :     They  have  aba 
^  the  remains,  of  a  fine  Museum ;   but,  as  it  wba 
plundered  when  th^  Order  was  suppressed,  forty 
^  years  ago,  it  is  astonishing  tli^t  any  thing  ha« 


^ 
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been  left]; — what  remains^  js  all  ia  disorder. 
The  adjoining  church  is  but  «^all^  being  merely 
intended  for  the  community  of  the  college. 
I,  have  already  mentioned  that  which  formerly 
belonged  to  the  Jesuf^ts.  ^  There  ara  several 
pictures  in  the  galleries  leading  to  the  different 
rooms^  one  of  St.  Andrew^  by  Spagnolejtto^  is  a 
Tery  good  one. 


•H 


They  hold  it  a  duty  in  the  .  Jesi^'s  Col- 
lege^ to  instruct  all  persons,  as  far  as  they  can> 
gratis ;  and^  as  there  are  Jesuits  amongst  them 
from  almost  all  nations^  any  person  wishing  to 
learn  a  language^  may  have  a  master  there  gra* 
iis ;  but  must^  of  course^  go  to  him. 


An  Irish  meml)er  of  the  College^  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Kenny^  was  so  obliging  as  to  go  all 
through  it  with  me^  and  t0  show  me  the  dif- 
ferent schools.  There  are^  I  believe^  four  hun; 
dr.ed  boys^  from  six  years  old  to  fourteen^  in  the 
different  schools,   and  all  well  attended.     The 

r  • 

few  nobles,  actually  in  the  College,  pay  a  small 
sum: :  but  all  the  others  receive .  their  educa- 
tion  for  nothing :  There  are,  besides,  day- 
■scholars.  1  ithipk  the  establishment  a  very  fine 
pne.' 
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1  forgot  to  n^rtipB^  in  ks  proper  pkoe,  a  vetjr 
foe  Icamce  at  Batero's  Palace  OFer  theMariao  : 
in  Bummer  they  tpread  an  awnin^p  over  it  :~- 
I  an  certain,  k  is  three  imnihned  feet  long;  an< 

One  mmming,  in  my  walk^  1  loolad  into  Ae 
Prison ;  a  great  building  in  the  Toledo,  whkh 
aeeoied  very  full  of  inhabitants.  The  outward 
gate  is  always  open^  aa4  any  one  may  ^  in, 
as  £EMr  as  the  inaer  gate*  to  speak  to  the  prn 
aoners.  Aa  to  streagili  k  appears  to  me  bat 
Indi^ereM :  Oar  London  ar  DiddJn  viHaioB 
would  soan  ^nd  the  outside :  thme  k  oa  guard  ; 
but  its  vicinity  to  the  main  and  prnvaei  gnaeii 
ma^  give  it  some  security,  What  a  difference 
between  it  and  Chelmsford  gaal  for  atreqgdi  and 
iieanliness.    '*" 

1  w^ed  (ram  Porta  N^im  to  PortaFaUci, 
to  ascertain  the  length  <^  the  Goffw-Tokdo,  ar 
Cassaro,  as  the  chief  street  is  catted.  It  took 
ine  without  mterruption»  at  a  smart  paoe,  <»«> 
•ctly  twenty-five  minnt^.'  It  mast  be  msm 
4han  ^  mile  long.  *  Prom  2  o'clock  to  3  tte 
jpQbility  drive  aloiig  theCiassaro:  8  o'dmk  m 
the  usual  dinner  hour ;  after  w:hich,  in  sumaMS^ 
they  driv^  on  the  delightful  rMarino,    tijl  the. 
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iiow  ibr  the  opera.    There  k  generdly  a  band 
or  puppet-ehdvr  on  the  Marino. 

There  m  a  lai^  iNtnock  for  tfie  gpaiardsi^at 

the  end  of  the  Cagsaro^  near  lAie  Palace,    l%e 

• 

l^arrimn  is  «aid   to   cooMst  of  ten  fbonsand 
aiea;    bat  I   do«ht  k:    they  have    euc  'rtgi*. 
venlfl  here  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  ^eadi  . 
Mipaper^  and  may  hare  four  more  in  the 
Ticinity.      The    officers   are  three  monfths  hi 
arrear  of  pay ;   the  soldiers  are  poorly  .paid^-~  ^ 
they  have  a  leaf  and  two-pence  per  day ;  they  are/ 
ihowever^  very  stout  young  men^  have  a  setdier* 
like  appearance^  and  are  well  appointed -/the, 
^ladling  IS  veiy  good^  and  die  best  made  I  ever 
saw.    The  guards  are  in  red^  and  look  like  a 
Britidi  regisaent 

•  • 

The  Observatory  at  the  Palace  has  fine  instra* 

raents^  vade  by  DoUond  and  Ramsden.    The; 

view  of  Palermo,  and  the  surrounding  country, 

is  tidll  seen  from  hence. 

I  vrent  to  the  Madre  Chiesa  to  sea  the  old. 

.Queen,  who  attends  the  sermon  every  Friday 

.  in  Lent :      I  saw  her  very  weft,  by  waiting  at 

the  dooit    The  church  was  filled  with  sentinels, 

whOt  however^  were  very  civil:  ^  They  contrive' 

#  •        •   *  ■* 
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.  tb  enclose  her  Majesty  in  such  a  manner,  with 

boards  and  curtains^  that  when  once  she  has 
^takeh  her  place,  she  can  only  be  seen  from  one 

potht,  and  that  is  so  crowded  that  1  did  not  stay 
^    long'.     There  are  no  seats  partitioned  in  any 

X^atholic  Church  I  ever  saw  ;  hut  chairs  may  be 
^  ^  Jyred^  during  the  sermon  forms  are  brought  in. 

1  fou(id  the  men  and  women^  however,  separate^ 
«     as  \n  qur  cathedrals,— one  sex  on  one  side,  the 

other  on  the  other. 

*  Before  I  left  Palermo,  I  paid  another  visit  to 
H     .the  Capuchins,   and  went  into  the  apartments 

.of  their  dead.     I  wonder  what  gave  rise  to  this 

»    ""  custom  so  peculiar  tb  Sicily  :  but  it  is  impossible 

'    to  contemplate  thes^  humail  figures,  many  of 

^ .     tbeih  making  frightful  grimaces,  without  reflect- 

\  **  ing  on  the  slight  tenure,  which  this  frail  ma- 

#  •   chine  of  ours  has  to  life,  and  how  many  acci- 

V  ^  dents,    to  which  we  are  every  moment  liable, 

may,  in'  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  reduce  us  to 

the  state  of  these  poot  Capuchins.     Indeed,  all 

^  '  the  galleries  are  labelled  with    this  lesson, — 

'*  Man,   remember  thou  art  to  die ! "  —  Hodie 

inihi,  eras  tihi ; — as  if  the  number  of  dead  bo- 

•  dies  here  did  not  afford  a  sufficient  proof  of  this* . 
.  .  truth. 
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Many  of  tbe  bodies  certainly  retain  thdi* 
original  features^  so  that  their  former  acquaint^  ' . 
ances  in  life  can  easily  recognise  them. 

The  bodies  of  the  nobles  (for  the  admittance,  . 
of  which^  as  well  as  all  others^  the  Capuchind  > 
must  be  feed)  are  deposited  in  a  separate  gal^  . 
lery  in   boxes^   of  which  their  relations '  keep 
the  key^    and   frequently  come  to  visit  thein: 
They  are  always  full  dressed.     How  strange, 
that  man  should  usurp  this  distinction^    when 
it  can  be  no  longer  of  any  use  to  him. 
Among  the  curiosities  here^   I  saw  the  Prince 
Palagonia^  the  father  of  all  the  monsters ;  the 
box^  in  which  his  remains  are  deposited^  has  no 
lock  to  it :    he  had  a  large  wig  full  dressed^  aid 
his  cane ;  and  was  almost  a9  ugly  as  any  of  his  • 
monsters.* 


«  Oa  my  way  home,  I  went  to  the  CoaTent  of  Capndyn  Nuns; 
(1  did  not  knaw  there  were  women  Capuchins  before:)  They  have  . 
a  Tault  where  women  are  preserved,  as  men  are  at  the  Capuchins: 
bnt  here  they  return  the  compliment; — ^no  woman  is  admitted  into  the 
male  C^mchin  Convent;  and  no  man  to 'the  female.  I  wished  to  tee 
one  of  the  ^terhfi|od,  but  all  in  vain:    they  are  worse  thaa  doubly  ^. 


■%* 


m 


» 


*      «       -  *  '  #  * 


I" 


A  REAIIIMATfiD  MoAk. 


One  or  other  of  the  Capuchin  Monks  spends 
a  part  of  the  *  night  in  this  abode  of  deaths 
whether  it  be  a  penance  or  a  daty^  undertaken 
by  the  brethren  in  rotation^  I  could  not  learn  : 
jdiey  certainly  wished  to  have  roe  understand 
tikat  k  was  v<duntary :  Several  persons  in  Pa- 
lermo said  it  was  sometimes  inflicted  as  a  penance^ 
but  was  often  a  voluntary  act : — Be  this  as  it 
may;*-4he  following  circumstance  happened 
.tbare  about  two  years  before  1  visited  the 
place: 


A  Monk  vms  passing  part  of.  the  night  in 
this  dismal  apartment^  sitting  by  his  lamp^  sur^ 
rounded  by  the  shrivelled  and  distorted  coun- 
tenances of  the  dead :  in  the  interval  of  his 
dievotional  exercises^  he  thought  he  heard^  now 
and  then;  an  unusual  noise  i  and^  looking  stead- 
fieistly  at  that  part  of  the  room  from  whence  it 
proceeded,  he  perceived  one  of  the  dead  Monks 


crated;  the  Snt  being  dose  iron  bm,  aad  the  inide  a  sheet  of  ira^ 
with  holes  bhe  a  watering-pM,  so  that  any  new  was  quite  iBipa» 
sihle. 
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ood  t9  him ;  he  held  up  his  lamp^  and  the  head 
nodded  again :  he  instantly  ran  up  stain  to  the 
Convent^  to  acquaint  the  brethren  with  this 
fearful  omen! — ^was  it  a  ghost  he  had  seen? 
no^  it  was  the  Devils  the  Deyil  himsdf>  who 
had  possessed  the  dead  Capuchin !  The  Monks 
laughed  at  his  fears^  and  persuaded  him  it  was 
a  mere  illusion  of  the  imagination ;  he  there* 
fore  summoned  courage  to  return^  but  took  care 
to  go  to  a  different  part  of  these  extensive  gal-* 
leries^  where  he  remained  awhile  in  anxious 
suspence;  finding  all  still  and  motionless,  he 
began  to  think  he  must  havn  been  alarmed 
by  his  own  thoughts,  and,  resoWed  to  con« 
Tince  himself  whether  bis  fears  were  fake,  he 
tiierefore  returned  to  his  formv*  station,  uni 
kept  his  eye  fixed  on  the  same  dead  Monk;---^ 
judge  what  was  his  astonishment,  when  he  once 
more  saw  the  head  move,  and  nod  to  him. 
Away  be  fan,  as  may  be  supposed,  and  de- 
clared that  all  the  saints  in  the  calendar  should 
•not  persuade'  him  to  go  down  again :  He  waj^ 
so  positive  respecting  the  fiict,  that  considerable 
alarm  prevailed.  The  Monks  Were  called  up, 
and  eight  or  ten  descended  into  the  apartment 
with  candles  and  holy  water.  They  were 
brought  opposite  this  body,    possessed  by  the 
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Devil ;  but^  just  as  they  drew  up^  a  nod  of  his 
head  put  them  all  to  flight :     When  the  Supe- 
rior  was  informed^  he  was  extremely  angry^  and 
said^   some  English  Heretick  had  got  in^   and 
contrived  this  tricky  for  he  would  neither  admit 
the  Devil  to  be  concerned^  nor  that  the  dead 
Capuchin  .  could  possibly  stir ;    and,  therefore, 
weot   down,  himself,    with    another    party. — 
As    they    descended    to    the    galleries,    their 
courage,   in  some  degree,   abated;   and,  after 
advancing    cautiously  to  the   place,    the    Su- 
perior   fafeld    up    his    lamp    to  the  Monk: — 
It  was  no  illusion, — life  had  indeed  once  more 
entered  this  frail  tenement  of  mortality!     At 
that  very  moment   the   head  shook  violently^ 
and    fell ,  from    the  body^    when    out   flew — 
not  the  soul  of  a  Monk — but  a  living  rat^  which 
had  made  its  nest  in  the  skull. 

The  fact  is  well  known  at  Palermo.  The 
officers,  who  accompanied  me,  made  strict  in* 
quiry  of  the  Register,  or  Monk  that  has  the  care 
of  these  bodies :  he  could  not  deny  it,  but  said^ 
the  Superior  itould  be  very  angry  if  it  were 
spoken  of;  and,  as  we  laughed  he  ran  down 
to  the  same  abode,  and  locked  himself  in,  to 
avoid  answering  any  more  questions.     Perhaps 
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few  stories  of  the  reanimation  of  the  dead  in  all 
the  legends  of  the  Romish  Church,  have  so 
much  foundation,  in  fact,  as  the  return  of  life 
to  the  dead  Capuchin  of  Palermo. 
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